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Transmit the following in 


Via AIR TEL 


FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03”09~Z01E 


Date: March 21 i 960 , 

PTIATW- TEXT ■■ , • • . 

(Type in plain text. or code) 

AIR. MAIL . . . - < 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


PROM: 

SUBJECT’: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, MEMPHIS f 


RACIAL MATTERS 







m. recd.^- 
OEG 181964 


7 f l/r. 


Re Teletype. Memphis to Bureau 5X9/60; letterhead 
memo to. Bureau 3/19/60, 

Enclosed hereith for the Bureau are 8 copies of 
& letterhead memo, captioned as above and dated 3/21/60, 
giving tip-to rdafee infdiw&tion as - of the tfinie of this 
memo's preparation. 

Copies of this memo, are being disseminated to 
District Headquarters of OSI, ONI, and G-2. 

Source of Information, 




She furnished information to 


»>«mhav‘wi 


Mwmtmm 


3 \j- Bureau (Ends. 16) 
x - Memphis 
I - Memphis *' 


WBL:cjr 

C5-) 


agency 

REfl. RED’D ^ 11. 

DAT? Kl'L ....J-J.V-to 
HOW fSf v. .,. 1 . .I ft 13. — 1 
rv 

lk ee\ / 


IcitJV’Z* 

1 “frrL'J 



9 MAR 23 I960 


Special Agent in Charge 


FBI-Withers-882 
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0 


0 


4 




RE: 


I MEMPHIS. TENME5S] 
RACIAL MATTERS. 


3/21/60 



Tennessee,, was advised of the Library demonstrations and 
the subsequent arrests. 

The Memphis Commercial Appeal In its Issue of . 
March 21, i960, reported that, Negro Ministers in Memphis; 
on March 20, i960, • appealed from their pulpits for members 
of their congregations to support the'4l arrestees of 
March 19, i960. This issue of the paper reported that the 
41 would be tried in Memphis City Court on March 21, i960, j, 

on the Loitering and Disorders Conduct charges. Jt '2£jp - — 

reported that I I 

Baptist Church iflegro] urged as many Ne groes as possible 
to attend the trials, .and reported that ! l and other 
Negro ministers approved of the Library sit-ins as an 
"effort of the students to get what they believe to be th eir 
rights . " It stated 'that I I ' 

Owen Junior College In Memphis, from which about half of. 
the 4l arrestees came. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 


PATE 


' 4 / 7 ? 


The following material has been repro- 
duced for excising and review at FBIHQ and/or 
delivery*, to the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations: ■ / 

(See Bufile G2-117290; re HSCA request date d V/y, 


.FILE NO. 



SECTION 


j 1 


(except following serials 
not in file on this date;) 


EBF or BULIMY 


• * » * A * 

Number of copies made _2_ By 


RETAIN THIS FOR:.! AS TOP SERIAL 


FBI-Witherg-881 





REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 



• • ,/ 


• ** W* 


The following materiai nas uee., Ad- 
duced for excising and review at FBIHQ and/or 
delivery to the House Select Committee on 

(Sec W Bu£ile O G2lll7290; re ( HSCA request dated^ 


FILE NO . / O O ^ 0 0 

SECTION 


SERIALS 


through 


I « 

(except following serials 
not in file on this date;) 


ii i 


EBF or BULKY : 


Number of copies mad 


0 /• By^r 


RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL 


v. 

I . 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 
FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 

daW^M-^-zoiz 


7 0-70 


nioM -~rr-T-- 

Date Received t, s,, 

■ f ;l a \ *V* <v ’ * 

• BUREAU 

rTom — =■: — " ^sststss ss k 


(Addr«is c t ContrlbufoO 
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No 


'■i'i-r 1 if* & . ! 
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Description: 2 nhofcos ERNEST >1 ' ( , 

DLUI4BUS f WITHERS ) SR;f,.!Pakfn^^3 
ad. 2: negatives. / v 


FBI-Withers-1040 
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ERNEST COLUMBUS WITHERS, SR. 

DEC LAS SI F I CATION AUTHQ RI TIT D E R.IVED F ROM z 
FBI AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


FBI-Withers-1042 


'N 


) 70 - 10 


•b7D ”4 
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ERNEST COLUMBUS WITHERS, SR. 
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Bo 'Returned I • I Yes Receipt given I \ 
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V-^3-6£ 
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/-70-I ^ 
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REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
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The following material has been repro- 
duced for excising and review at FBIKQ and/or 
delivery to the House Select Committee on * 

Assncsiiui cions t ^ 
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m 

SERIALS 
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not in file on this date:) 


EBF or BULKY 


Number of copies macte 
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„ DETAIN THIS FORM AS TO? SERIAL 




FBI-Withers-884 ; 





DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 


FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I ON GUIDE 
DAT^J|- u 3r3-Z01S - 

I® ED STATES DEPARTMENT ,OF JTJSTIc! 

1 J ? 

U \ .FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 

1 * • . i 

n f i ( =i 

1 i ‘{Date 


*'X/6/£8 


ID-9 

(8-1-52) 


TOs DIRECTOR, FBI 


ATTENTION; IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

RE: ERNEST C. WTTHERS ^ 

PCI 


Furnish the known identification reprora or ‘ the iollbwing: 
Name: ERNEST C. WTT^ll 


Aliases: None known b6 _1 

| b7C -1 

FBI number: b7D ~ 3 

(The following data should be furnished/ In the absence of an FBI number) 

I 

Identifying number (other than FBI number) : 

Sex: Male Build: Medium 

Race: Negro Hair: Black 

Date of birth: 8/7/22 Eyes: Maroon 

Place of birth: Memphis, Tenn. Complexion: Medium brown 

Residence: Ij80 W. Brooks Rd., Marital status: Married 

Memphis, Tenn. Occupation: Onerates E. C. 

Height: 11" Withers Studio, 1|01 Beale St 

Weight: 17i? lbs. Scars and marks: 


Fingerprint Class: Formerly 'em- Has slight mustache 
ployed by Memphis PD and pro- 
bably has had fp jsubmitted to ident division. 

Also furnish photo [x] fingerprints [ZJ handwriting specimen O 


.1 TO: 


iC/ Memphis 


IbPIES TO: 



OVER 


FBI-Withers-886 





INSTRUCTIONS 


1 . 

2 . 


3 . 


4 * 


5 . 


A aeparate form should be used on. each Individual on- whom 
you are. requesting a record, i 

An effort should be made to furnish the FBI number or a 
lav enforcement number. This FBI number -Is the one assigned 
to the fingerprint file and not to be confused with a Bureau 
or Field Division case, number. 1 , 

Descriptive data and fingerprint classifications need be 
:fumished only when an FBI number is not .available. 

The (Office of origin should be indicated only in the lower 
left corner , . , All .offices' to which<you wish copies’ of 
available records ..forwarded should be listed also in the 
lower left comer. A carbon of the revised !form:FD-9 should 
be included for each office to which. you 1 wish copies 
forwarded and these should be forwarded with the original 
to rfche ‘Bureau. * ). •. i , - 

The (block in the lover right comer should, not be filled 
in by the . Field. Division. After a search is made in the 
Identlficatlon'Division. this Iblock- will be appropriately 
marked and the form returned to the office -of origin with 
any available data; Likewise, the carbon sent in with the 
form. will be sent with the available data to sthe office , 1 

listed for copies.. ■ , * 

* • . 


f ! 

i - ‘i 


f 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

FE I AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
Di^k0Z™23-Z01Z 

UnSBd STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSiWe 1-14-5,8 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


WASHINGTON 25. 0. C 




M g vpvA—V 

Director. 


The following FBI record, NUMBER none assigned , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


DISPOSITION 


FBI-Withers-888 


Ernest.! 

Withersi 

#4C-10 


thus appl 
9-30-41 


Description: 

Race: Negroid 
Sex: male 
Height: 5-9 
Weight: 160 
Hair: black 
Eyes: brown 
Complexion: Negroid 
Build: medium 

Birth: 8-7-22, Memphis Tenn 
Citizenship: USA 

Residence: 1062 N. Manassias in. 1941 (as on prt #4C-10) 
Company: American Finishing Company, Memphis Tenn 

Fingerprint classification: 

17 0 11 U 00M 12 

M 20 W OIM ^ 


Since rutiier fingerprints nor an 
identifying number which is indexed 

in cui ,i v$ 2CvO.'i;c-nii j your revest, 
ffii c-nnot guarantee n any manner 
tint this materia! concerns the 
individual in whom you are. interested 


SEARCHED-*?! IN 

SERIALISED. &i fVIUD,,, 




Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED ONLY AS 
INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. f, COVERNMEKT FRIKTme orrtci 



^^CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I ON GUIDE 
DATE 03-Q2-201Z « 


w 

' Paga .11 

■ " t 

Charge: Buying Suit 
With a* BatT Check 

Exnest Columbus Withers, ne- 
gro, operator d a downtown 
photo . studio. b** been arreted 
on a charge d buying 
Goldsmith's vnt& a $3$ bad 

C *He t " ha* confessed, . said 
Charles Young, chief of .deteo , 

fathers is 3$*nd live* at480 & 
SBrcoks. He has been prominent 
tin rfegro activities and wa* once , 
l a policeman. 


MEMPHIS PRESS*SCIMITAR 
SEPTEMBER 8 > 1959 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 

MR. EDWARD J. MEEMAN, ED. 
SUBMITTED -BY MEMPHIS 



- 3,4 


FBI-Withers-889 


iyimo I £.rx 


STATES DEPARTMENT OF J ft ICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON 25 , D. CL 

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE ■ 03 - 02-2012 


9-II-59H 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 764 D 


CONTRIBUTOR Of 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAM I AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


<3 -w T' 


Director* 


, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


ONI & MID 


SOS Army 


Army 


Ernest Columbus a^pl 
Withers, #4C-10 9-30-41 

Ernest Columbus appl 
Withers 8-11-42 

#85-VSM 

Ernest Columbus 4-6-43 
Withers Sr. 

#34713142 


PD Memphis Tenn Ernest Columbus 9-^-59 Inv (Viol Bad 


Withe: 


I 


Chk Law) 



Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI mm — niriwnrJoQ$ arc based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. V. I. •OVgft'lNUiy MINtlM OFFICE 


f 


a 









DE CLJSftftfft&T I OW AUTHORITY BfflSttED* FROM 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH GUIDE 
DATE 0 8 - 0 Z - Z 0 1 Z 


jwna i *n 


9-1 1 -59 K* 


WlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JWXTCE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

'WASHINGTON U. D. C, 


1-BU 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 764 D 


<3* "v 


Director* 


, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY- 


CONTftlBUTOR Of 
riNouerrmTs 


KAMI AND KUMU* 


A*ftt$TtD OR 
R CCII VCD 


BtSfOSmON 


PLASH BY BUREAU: If any inform 
Notify BFD Memphis, their file 
8-14-59’. (ASN 34 713 142) 



nduixy received, 
per inf rec 


THIS PAGE ^SHOULD NOT BE DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE FBI* 


FBI-Withers-891 

Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON .FINGERPRINTS IN FBI 61c$. The notations are based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. je~70£&M y. g, government fgihtuo orricc 



,DE CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROIl: 

1 FBI AUT UJIATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-0 Z*~ Z 0 1 Z 


®TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF j£ lCE 
^ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION* 

WASHINGTON 25, P. c. 


9-1 1 -59 ft'* 


2-BU 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 764 D 




, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTJtJUJTO* OF 
flNOCFFFlNTS 


CC-FBI Memphis Ten 



Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. *, g. •ovcrnncmt r*;mrtt4 orrtci 






TfONAL FORM MO, 10 
$ 010 ^ 104^01 


UNITED STATES GOTO® 

Memorandum 


OSSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 

Automatic declassification guide | 

?£l3_i02.-Z01Z 


date: 


2-7-61 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


subject: ERNEST COLUMBUS WITHERS 
PCI 


Re Serial 60. 

On 2-1-61, JAMES C. MACDONALD, NA, Chief, 

Memphis Police Department, furnished information from his 
Department’s jpersonnel file regarding ERNEST COLUMBUS b€ 

WITHERS, a former patrolman. This showed WITHERS to have b7 
been born 8-7-22 at Memphis; residence, 225 Reno Avenue, as 

of 10-11-48; race, Negro; sex, male; wife,| 

I mother, MINNIE WITHERS.; father, ARTHUR EARL ~ 
WITHERS; former employment, dates not listed, Jarman Shoe 
Store, Main and Monroe, Memphis; Huroko Company, Thomas 
Avenue, Memphis, U. S. Army and self-employed. 

b6 -5 

WITHERS was employed as a patrolman on the b7c 
Police Department from 11-5-48 u ntil — 8- 2 5-51 « — On the 

latter date WITHERS was caught byl J current 

Aggifit an* chief, in the a ct of dividing money with a male 
Wflgro. T I said mo ney being the proceeds from 

the sale of whiskey by | "[ which whiskey was provided 

by WITHERS. WITHERS was summarily fired for conduct unbe- 
coming an officer and is .not eligible for rehire. 

The file also showed that he was suspended for 
a day on 8-20-49 for failure to appear in court as a prose- 
cuting witness; that he was suspended for a week on 12-2-48 
for lighting with an auto salesman. 

MACDONALD pointed out that WITHERS was one of the 
first Negro officers ever hired by the Memphis PD. He said 
that while he was intelligent, he had proven himself un- 
trustworthy by illegally engaging in the furnishing of 
whiskey to another to sell. 

MACDONALD added that he personally does not like 
WITHERS and feels that WITHERS, while no doubt loyal to the 





b 7 D - 3 


United States, is definitely an opportunist* Be pointed 
out that since leaving the Police Department WITHERS has 
been self-employed as a free lance news and portrait photo- 
grapher in the Negro community. b6 -5 

’ ■ B7C -5 

MACDONALD pointed out that he would not 
personally trust WITHERS, although he pointed out that 
WITHERS might be cooperative with any governmental agency 
if he thought it would be to his adva ntage to do so. 

MACDONALD pointed out that on 2-1-61.1 I 

| , | advised that 

he had a lot of dealings with WITHERS while the latter was on 
the Police Department. He advised that WITHERS bad not been 
a good officer and required an excessive amount of supervision. 

RECOMMENDATION 
' — * 1 «■■■■ — ^ 

In view of the above, it is not believed that 
WITHERS can meet the Bureau’s reliability requirements as a 
PCI (RAC) wherein his activities can be directed or controlled. 
However, because of his many contacts in the racial field, 
plus his indicated willingness to cooperate with this Bureau, 
as attested by his recent furnishing of information, it is 
recommended that WITHERS be considered, as a PCI. He will be 
contacted regarding general criminal matters. If in the course 
of these contacts he volunteers any information relating to , ' 

security matters or racial matters. It of coufse will be 
accepted. It will be understood, of course, that his activi- 
ties will not be directed in any manner with regard to racial 
matters or security matters. 


i 


2 - 
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ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE® 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. Hr 


2-9-6IP 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-02-2012 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 7 64 D 


(D'T 


, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTftlftUTOft OF 
flN«*r»lNT$ 


NAM I AND NVM*CR 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


disposition 


ONI & MID 


SOS Army 


Army 


PD Memphis Tenn 


Ernest Columbus a£pl 
Withers #4c-10 9-30-41 

Ernest Columbus appl 
Withers 8-11-42 

#85-USM 

Ernest Columbus 4-6-43 
Withers Sr.- 
#34713142 

Ernest Columbus 9-4-59 
Withers #73240 


Inv (Viol Bad 
Chk Law) 


SEAKCHtO ...0, (NOErtft . 

SERVICED fo© !Kk .m£0 ,.2kLik 

FEB 1 0 196;1 


FBI-Withers-894A 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. . 
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Identification Record Reque$t 
FD-* (Rev. U-2$^6) 


E C LAS S I F I CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED F^lf: 
kl AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUID^i 


INSTRUCTIONS 


2, This form may be submitted in legible hand* 
printing . " * , 

2, (/$e separate form for each individual on whom 

record is requested , ( 

3 , effort . to furnish FBI Identification Number 
or taw Enforcement Identification Number. 

4, Furnish descriptive data and fingerprint c las* 
sification only when FBI Number not available . 


5 , Indicate office for reply in lower-left corner 

only , Also list in lower-left comer all of- 

fice 4 which should receive copies of available 
records. Include carbon of revised Fu-9 for each 
office receiving copies and forward with original 
to Bureau, 

6, Do not fill in block in lower-right corner . 

7, Where available furnish Law Enforcement Ident- 
ification Number and Military Service Number, 


To: DIRECTOR, FBI 


tr&MlrS-T 


Attention: Identification Division 


~ ( ~ C I 


JLLufrbut L/iTH£&'> 


Furnish The Known Identification Record of the Following: 



Iso Furnish: 


Fingerprints 
Handwriting Specimens 


Return Reply to: ^ ^ ^ / 
SAC, mJL- 

Send Copies To: 


Identification Division's Reply 

□ On basis of information furnished, 
undSle to identify: b7D 3 4 


criminal 

Files 


FBI-Withers-896 


I V I Record Attached 

1 | «' «J ii i «| i tv IHUIAIU 

I I Photo Attached JEarfiup , t 

I I Photo Not Avai 1; ble ^ ® 1961 

f8< -MEMPHIS 

I | Fingerprints At ached | ■ 

| | Handwriting Specimen Attached 


















D E CTiAS S I F I CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 




‘- ; v 


wsm ■ - % 

v g $ 


HONORED — A. E. Withers, 
jr, was honored last week at 
» a This 1$ Your Life Pro- 
'gram given at Ms church 
Cummings Street Baptist, 
rpastored by Rev. W. L. Var* 
nado. Mr. Withers, illustrious 
member of the church for a 
number of years, is a re- 
tired postal worker. He had 
been Superintendent of the 
Sunday school for 12 years. 
Charles Terrell, superinten- 
dent' now, defeated Mr, With- 
ers this year by one vote. 
On hand to help him cele- 
brate the occasion was a por- 


tion of Ms six kids, 31 grand- 
children and two great grand- 
children. Mrs. Helen Houston 
was chairman of the pro- 
gram with Mrs. H. Nelson, 
co-chairman. A capacity 
crowd paid their respects to 
Mr. Withers with several of 
his children giving speeches. 
Ernest Withers, popular pho- 
tographer, Is the son of the 
honoree. Mr. 1 Withers Is 
shown here seated with Mrs. 
Withers. Reverend Vamado 
is seen at the pulpit. (With- 
ers photo) 



T Y\ ffak d 

^rn-h^hn TV'i'i 

Ost( fat-*] J 

lf<jf 


7D -3,4 


SEARCH 

S i At ! If 0 Jv**— ■ $ l ^ 1 * ^ 


FBI-Withers-897 


m * MEMPHIS 



D^LASSIFICATIQH AUTHORITY DERIVED FR(jBF 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-Q2-2012 



Iliiiii 

siPiisi 

y -"‘% 

PHOTOG ARRESTED I- Er- ners from bolh the Negro and 
,ne* j C Withers, prominent : white photographers, George 
imphis photographer, was Hardin, another Negro pho- 
tesied by policemen last tographer, was arrested along 
lursday night for taking a with Withers. Judge ;Boushe 
ilure in Walgreen^ at Main fined both $2$ and recom- 
]d Madison during sit-in mended that a test case be 
gtivity. M. G. Wester, man- made of the incident. Atty. 
rer of the store said he had Russell B. Sugarmon, ir M de* 
rbidden pictures of sit-in- fended. 



/7, M fw 

4<f$A-k , 'l I 


SEA FT' ^ 




SERmU 



tnrr-eniuJiM 


25 1851 

FBI,. MEMPHIS 


■b / D ~~ jt f 4 
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DI CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 


AUT CHAT I C , D I C LAS S I F I CAT I Of QUID E 
IE 03-0Z-Z01Z 



rom ^name or symooi No. 


mm 


SA WILLIAM H.‘ LAWRBKE 


etnoa o 


*ry \ check appropriate bloc 


telephone 


mail X orally 


recording 


written 


orally furnisnea ana reaucea to writing by Agent: 


Dictate d 8/1 8/61 

Transcribe d 8/24/61 GMH 

Authenticated 
by Informant 


to GMH R/D 


e of Repo 
8/14/61 

;e (s)' of activity 

8/13/61 


b7D -2,4 


.on of activity or materia, 


Results .of Sunday,. 8/13/61 





e where origma 
is located if not 
attached: 





FBI-Withers-900 






/V 

Routli£\$lip 

4.6,e2) 


TO; /SAC, 

✓ 

§ fpi Albany 
pH Albuquerque 
1,1 Anchorage 
PH Atlanta 
fj Baltimore 
4 „ 1 Birmingham 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Butt© 

S Charlotte 
Chicago 
PH Cincinnati 
P 1 Cleveland 
PH Dallas 
li Denver 
Detroit 

H EX Paso 
Honolulu 




(Copies to Qiffcos Checked) 


Houston 

g Indianapolis 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
PH Knoxville 
Q Das Vegas 
PH Dittle Hock 
Pj Dos Angeles 
fTt Doaisville 
r>g Memphis 
if Miami 
PH Milwaukee 
l i Minneapolis 
P H Mobile 
f j Newark 
il New Haven 

S New Orleans 
New York City 




a Norfolk 

§ Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
G3 Pittsburg 
rj Portlcmd 
Q Richmond 
fi St. Louie 1 
O Salt Lake City 
il San Antonio 
Q Son Diego 
I*i San Fran cl »co 
r“l jSan Juan 
il Savannah 
I™! Seattle 
t3 Springfield 
Il Taippd 

Cate — ^ * 


f""*1 Washington Field 
1 — 1 Quantlco 

TO LEGATi 

r~n Bern 
£3 Bohn 
{ I London 
rjjjj Madrid- 
Hi Manila 
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Funeral f Rites For 
Arthur Earl Withers 
. In Washington, D. C, 

* The first Boy Scout mas ter 
\j to work in the Dixie -Home* 
area, died in Washington, D, 

C, Saturday, March 23 at *1:30 
pm., according to word receiv- 
ed here. Arthur Earl Withers, 
Jr.,' was a native of 'Memphis. 
-He suffered a stroke on his 
Job; five days previously, 

"Mt Withers was also one 
of the first two Negroes 
here to be bited as Eagle 
Scouts, He was the first scout- 
master of the St, Stephen Bap- 
tist Church's scout unit. 

Funeral services will be 
conducted ‘at the John T. Ryan 
Funeral home in Washington, 

D, C at, 2 pm, tomorrow 
(Thursday, 1 "March 23). Inter- 
ment v/ill 'be in the Carver 
Memorial .cemetery. . 

A : graduate of Manassas high 1 
school in the class of 1$34 P he 
played football there. He was 
captain of the football team 
in *33 and *34, He went to 
Washington in 1941.-8* was 
employed as an accountant in 
the’ Defense department where 
he suffered; the attack at his 
desk. He was carried to Freed- 
man** hospital. Before "accept* 
I in g his Defense, Department 

job, he attended Howard 1 Uni- 
versity there, - 
He 1 is the brother of * Ernest 
C. Withers, Sr., owner of the 
^Withers ^Studio Photography 
on Beale st. 

Other survivors include his 
wife, the former ^ Lorraine 
Thompson of Memphis, who 
.graduated .from Manassas in 
the same class as her husband; 
five daughters, Mrs,* Pearl Wil- 
liams, Mnfjjkheima Samuels, 
Mrs. Eldfhe^TuldS, Mrs, Mat- 



A, EARLE WITHERS JR. 

Earle Withers, Jr. 
Dies In Washington 

Funeral services were held this 
Thursday .in Washington, XX C. for 
the late A, Earle Withers, jr., a 
former Memphian who died Satur-j 
day at Freedmen Hospital in the 
nation’s capital. 

The deceased was the son of Mr. 
and} Mrs. A. E Withers, Sr., of 
Memphis and brother of Ernest C, 
Withers, well ^ known Memphis 
photographer, 

He was also the brother of James 
B. and Jacob O, Withers of Wash- 
ing ton,. Mrs. Alice Jackson of Rich- 
mond, Calif., and Mrs, Vivian pet- 
ers of Chicago, 111. 

He was the husband of Mr$, Lor- 
ene Withers and father of five 
daughters, 

TJe rswT the son j-ln^w ‘ofMrs, 


ram jwanassaa w ; Harry Thompson of Memphis, 

$s as her husband; , Funeral services 'Were held from 
ra Mrs.' Pearl Wil- I John T, Rhyne 'Funeral Home rjxd 
Thelma Samuels, C burial was in Carver Memorial 
C<ulds, :Mrs. M»r- [if Cemetery, w ■*>' »- 
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^Witched- 

By Oops 

In Miss. 


^ Ernest Withers, $r„ the-.popv* , 
lar photographer, is back in . 
Memphis with a couple of knots j 
on his^hfcad, a bruised, bod^ a j 
tom coc^ and a handful of ex- 
posed film, but he's might/ hap- 
py to be out of the dutches of 
the\Jackson, Miss, faw enforce- 
ment officers* 

1 1 i 

J With £rs ms swooped , up by 

Jackson policemen, beaten about 
the head and body* tossed -into 
penal farm truck- and hauled off i 
to the Fairgrounds’ "prison** during* 
the- climax of, a demonstration that! 
flowed*: thk Saturday,, funeral. o« 
Medgar Evers* the Naacp field 
tecmary who was murdered WecH 
nesday morning- a. Wfek* ago. 

! The- photographer* who had heed 
assigned by several papers toj 
"coyer the funeral, spent four 
t hoursdn prison* one hour of which 
\ * _ :4& 

' y ' J ' ■! M. +»Zr: l^T g ? » ^ 

tie aht ctaAprttWrS ^ ***2 
to st*H with ttwir »»*«■ 404 » 
heidf f^tasr a 1 , wall-;'! ; ■ ’ , 

FtfS*. to AW leametiiw** 

la light, end!totty retunwi to M”- 

Mr,. Wtt&em- W*i 

two Memphis reporters ^^£5 ' 
thetf way to the ’ corner ot FsrUh ^ 

and .Capltsl ' wh4 li l 

thf heart ot town. The 

wj*3ygl 

TeooSle over a disUnce of ^ 
tofhe boilins iFupnersi.Home^ .> ' 

ksffi*K 2 rS£Bt 

SSSedcU 

r lace FoutV 


SnaMiedBy Cors 

(Continued from PageOnif^ 

, .When the penal farm truck drove 
up, policemen made a , grab : f or 
anyone within their reach* They 
had been eyeing Withers as he 
I made pictures and he was. one * of 
the. first they nabbed*? "Two, of 
winged me, each grabbing 
One of my - arms*" he said. 

"My-feet 1 werer half; in' the' air 
and half * on the ground as>4hr/ 
hustled me to the. truck., I waftry* 
ihg to hold onto , my earner^ and 
trying to duck the blows all ar the 
same time," Withers said. 

"The > prison truck was already 
packed when I, got there and while 
X was trying to, get in those' guys 
were hitting me from aU a 
he told the World. - > v , 

Thaddeus T. stokes* editor, cf'the 
Tri -State Binder, who rode -.with 
Mr. Withers to Jackson, was i sue-- 
cessfuhin contacting & high police: 
official in the Mississippi capital 
The 'official nally released Withers 1 
wthdut charge; ! ■ t ;.-ys/- 

. The; police victim, complained vof; 
headache^ 1 Tuesday ah<j: Jsatd^he; 
planned, visiting- a doctor for,4n 
Examination.- < .. - + 

Mark^stan^ury;’ another ^em- 
phis photographer and free-lance 
reporter; flew to Jackson' to 
the- ■ funeral', fox Jet., Be wai, not 
with Withers at the time of' the 
arrests; ' * ■ * 1 ■ v*’. 

: James Meredith, the Ole Miss 
student* rode around JacksOn In hi; 
Thunder bird almost unnoticed.^ 

;The; Masonic Temple j scene s Of 
Mr. ; Evers* funeral, . has a - seating 
capacity, of 3000,. But an v extri toco 
managed to .Jam ■ the 1 aisles ahd 
dining, and > kitchen , area.. ^ 

mmmminmm * f * . l K " * 

Temperature , outside the J temple 
was 103,_ It was much hotter Inside. ( 

Thex$ were $o or mate floral de- 
signs* with Bick GrtgoryVandHhe 
NAACFs placed at tlie foot. of the 
casket. Gregory was; there, along* 
with Ralph Bunche* Congressman 
biggs, Martin tuther '-King and 
Ralph Abernathy* ( , ( f * , 

Tifty cars followed ' the hear^tn 
the funeral hCvhe after tites had 
been said, and* thousands orm^fth- 
era ollewed the oars. * * * r: , - 
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" [STARTlfoubTOWN 

...A We could 'hear the young 
|^v :'*# v> y- P' 3tl 1 people out in ‘the street '4n^ 
^ 'in* Freedom songs and could 

k them dancing. When they* 
f started marching uptown on 
-■ .>4 ,■> - '^^•^■Dy' 1 Farris Street, we went out 

I an d .began following them to 
- ^ec what was going on, 

(' , After they reached a cer- 
f tain point, they were stepped 

lilltSl . tv 


V x-Y 4r\ 






}.pgm 

l wM 




)P> 



S1 T m, T!T S - SK - b , dfe ^* the coat that 
Jackson Mississippi po i ice ripped off- of him durlnr a 

fr?M ”ll 0, ;,, Wh ? ?* *« ******* He ho!d” the 
two rolls of film deliberately exposed by police after he 

ww arrested. He b also , holding » bl^y handVe "hi t f 


apher 


-* 1 >r ? ~ ■ r" a 

by a barricade of police, ‘iThe I 
| youth Stopped and kept sang* 1 ! 
■ ing. Some persons’ who were ! | 
not so young were out in the] 
street* dancing and singing 
the Freedom songs. 

A white man with a ’long* 
Waded knife tried, to break, 
through the line to get at the 
Negroes, but he was stopped 
and roughed up by the officers. r 
It was .at this point that I be- 
1 gan shooting pictures. 

BROUGHT DOGS 

i In the meantime the police 
had formed another barricade 
one block away and began 
moving in. I could hear the 
.dogs harking and the penal 
farm trucks backing up to- 
ward the crowd. 

Then the officers started 
grabbing the demonstrators ' 
jwho were out in the streets 
and began beating and kicking 
[them as they pushed them to- 
ward the trucks. Women, men 
'and teenagers were being) 
"beaten, and- &U of the time XJ 
’was .standing on the sidewalk, , 
photographing one horrible] 
fscene after the other amidst] 
tth* screams. * t 


flrtaf Beating By Poliak 

I A* T*S*8y 1 I 

ERNEST C. WITHERS. SR. 

A, * news .photographer I uA- sm ,ZlShe, l«t 'Saturday! 
v have covered numerous racial 1 , .. t j my first drops ef 
! Incidents -in the South, which' Hr. .• th4 y ne i# duty. 

* began with the Emmett Till S^ng followed the 

! tr &*- ‘ three-line march with the 

; My assignments have since mour ners from the Masonic 
i taken me to the Gus Coates) where the funeral was 
shooting at Belzoni, Miss., the ^eld, back to Collins ‘Funeral 
i George tee funeral in the ^ome with the t body, the 
Delta following his murder; gr0U p that w^pih^ne went 
1 the Clinton, Tenn. school eri- f nt0 * store 

sis, 'tittle Rock and the Mack l ~— jpu^hn 

Charles Parker lynching. Po\t* ^ vc 


Suddenly, a large burly/ 
white man, -who was not an' 
officer, .but looked more like 
oge of ; the sanitation employ-] 

See BEATEN, Page 2 I 
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But it was, 0^1^ following 
tht-JMedgajt Rveri funeral in. 


into a store I , , 

P"“* < < - M 

S (>" t f **(> ? * 


"w 
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tMddea sto PS to'edd tiy the’dis- 
Swmfort of those V who * ; Sid 
been arrested. \ 1 * 

i En route to the* Fairgrounds 
I was concerned about, what 
wight happen ; to ‘ the'* pictures 

I 'l had made during the arrests, 
ana * one young woman s said, 
/Give me the film, , and f X will 
hide it for you. They don't 
search women/' 

COME our. , 

When we arrived- at rthe 
Fairgrounds, in .an area that 
looked more . like ■ a - stockade, 
the truck stopped, • arid j a po- 
liceman < came around to the 
J ****** "All -right, we 
want this nigger photographer 
|to come t on out. What- fed 
Ilf you. do With the film? .We 
know that you give it to one 
i. or ^ them nigger women." 3 
( When X explained that* X 
; was pot familiar with the oth- 
I er persons* on the struck end 
\ £ ld P ot h now who bidden 
| it, ; the' officer raaid,^ /Well;? we 
f! will search all of these Mger 
, women r til we * find . it." < * 

They called a Negro Woman 
■ dress^l in- a ,, blue , Uniform : and 
j oca her search iKe women 
! until she ’found the rolls of 
1 flIm * ^ the meantime thiy 
gave me a top * of ; the head 1 
*0 bottom/ of the ifdot* search, 

; to* make sure that I had r not 
] concealed any film on my, per- . 

, son. -I 

HEAD TO WALL i s l 

Afterward they pushed me ( 

1 reward **jnan * who t was t|k- 
r mg .jtpe names > and , addresses 

liSLSPtK wh .° h * d been *r. 

; * * 6t to the one 

i thet l thought w*, dciignatcd, 

he «Ni MWi ,th* t 

j white, nun didst fell you to 
come, ove? he>e.,Gtt,'on over 
^ to thit. tabic.” _ 

" i . A ^e r - they ■ got ear .names, 
they made w stand '(with - out 

hour* ***^ a,t wall* for an 


'■V 

« n to do ,'f ntow »^ *0 ^he Jail. 
I w/ V w*ri t # r « we tJl<r * that 
* nd t observed 

■ ****** ’ ***• 

; ss&A* fc ‘"' bt “ "> 

_reurhour, 4fterj was ar- 

turnk *y ce«e‘to the 
icell where a number of us 

^ tnd c»lw my 
( One or the demonstrators 

i °* d p J?^’ Don’t ■ y6u get hir>- 
f. y - «e only -calling y% 
j to- take your fingerprints.” 

I <*/,.'"£* *fU*s*d after' Thad- 
?. t0 . kw «- Trt-State De- 
I *n<l 'William c. 

j ** 1 ^*" ' for mt. 

poli< * «*ve me my film 
JSf.JJJX ««*». hut I ftwnd 
V b* d exposed the 
bad taken of them 

belti^kf*”' ,wn dor to*.the 
oeatlng they gave me. 

tJ L ! i» v « «*e*ded ’ to file * 

SPSJe/Wt-^* *«* {ns * 

hi. “to" ** 



|BeaferT— r 

i foAtmaed From Page p,., 

es, came /e vex and snatched 
! me into the street. 

\ beating began 

! The force of the movement 
:|took the top off my camera. 
|IAs I was trying to* retrieve 
♦jit, a policeman came over and 
began beating me ^it> night- 
w /sticks, and ushering * me . to- 
^Iwardrthe truck. It -appeared 
'.i that every officer between the 
i spot that I was takiogpicturef 
and the *wki joined an J 
ij beating me. The only way to J 
escape the blows ^was to get / 
truck as fast as one I 

.J* was only after .1 got in-f 
P d< ; the 'truck that I. discover./- 

I ed I had-been hurt to the ex-f 
tent^that I was bleeding from] 

* «?t on my forehead, t I 
There were about 14 perJ 
s<ms ! alerady inside .the truck] 
vhen I got in, and four of us] 
vere? shedding blood., I 
A white man who was shov-l 
d an after X was was bleeding! 
rom cuts on the back of hist 

5a ”” "!>M 

He had on .a^ -black .armband l 
> mourning for Medgar W- I . 
•s, and, I later learned that I 
v; WM-from’Brookiyn. , •« 

| JABBED STICKS 1 I 

: -While -those of ti who' Kifd I 

| been arrested were sitting I 

I if/there and demonstrators were I 
being - raonded ' up, police nea : r 
tU truck kept jabbing at tit | 
tdjceep us herded inside, j I 
' Some of the women asked I 
for shoes and handbags which I 

Wi y l °v in A h * streets, / 
and the police picked them ^ 
from the streets and threw 
them Inside, without the slight* 

H for* owne whip 
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yMemphfs Atan Was 1 
ParfOfAward- 
. Winning Drills 

I WASHINGTON, D.C,— When 
if . ^ Andrew D, -Turner Memo 
‘ fi* 1 Af’ 11 . , representing 
[ the U.S, Air, Force Reserve Of* 

: ncers Training Corps detach^ 
i ment at -Howard University 
. tere, scored top honors at the 
: Fourth , annual Sunshine City 
:x>r;ll meet at ' Tucson, Ariz., 
recently, a Memphis man par- 
ticipate 

Perry 0, Withers is a mem* 
her of Howard University's 25- 
man team. A graduate of 
Mitchell’ Road high school, he 
js the son of Mr, and Mrs. 
Ernest C Withers, Sr, of 480 
W. Brakes Rd. in Memphis, 
Tenn, 




i 


; u -- n 


(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


The H o'O; d~£eam, com- 
manded by *£det IA. > Jackson 
V. Davis, won -first prize in 
overall performance and origi- 
nality of its drills. Also, Com- 
mander Davis won first prize 
as the best drill commander in 
the competition. The only top 
award to escape the Howard 
team went to the Naval ROTC 
representing the University of 
New Mexico, adjudged the top 
'team during inspection. 

Howards unit, which trav- 
eled the greatest distance of 
, the 50 ROTC teams competing, 
also set a new scoring record 
for the four-year-old meet, 
scoring 709, out of a* possible 
$50 points. , . 

‘Howard's team was One of 
2$ units representing Army, Air 
Force, and Navy in the 1 Drill- 
with* Arms division. An esti-i 
imated $0,000 persons attended,! 

PfL-iw*/ / 

t Jri f{v{<-$eF€r x <U/^ I 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 



TO: 


SAC [ 


Date : 3/28/64 


PROM: SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

SUBJECT: 


b7D -3,4 


b6 -2 
b7C -2 
b7D -1 


FORMER PCI 

Tfr. 5 a nofr.Ar? f.Via 2Jl2^£k o£ 


»»»»■ 


]had been dismissed 


b 6 ■ 
b7C 
b7D 


as prefects at Memphis Juvenile Court after 4 Negro 
boys had escaped night of 3/8/64. 


The paper reported that[ 


|and 


had hired, 
oh an "emergency oasis . " 


hiom iciae bureau. K emonis police Department . 


on 1/17/64 as a 


I 

b6 -2, 5 
b7C -2,5 
b7D -1 


3 


said: ”1 knew I from the Police bic -2,5 

d a record/' 


Station and had no Idea he had a recor< 


b6 -2,5 
b7C -2 
b7D -1 


1963I 


Tt l a noted that during the Spring and Summer of 
j volunteered considerable Information to the 


writer concerning 



activities. 




I SEARCHED INDEXED 

1 f 

1 SERIALIZED * 


MAR3 1 1964 

»-bl— -v 

b6 -2,4 | 


b7C -2,4 
b7D -1,3,4 





170-70 (E. C. WITHERS ) 
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-b7D 3 

, ME 


He last volunteered any inforcation on 8 / 19 / 63 . 


A review of his file reflects that long after he 
ceased contacting the writer he continued to I" | 


10/4/53 by | ~\ Homicide Detective, Memphis 

Police Department, and around t he end of November by 
g. C. WITHERS (CS(R) ) . He told I lin October. 1963 , 


On 3/13/64 [ 


]came to the office claiming 


he wanted to see the writer who was not in. 


On 3/16/64 [ 


] contacted SA WILLIAM H. 


LAWRENCE at this office ard volunteered the following 
Information: 


bo -5 
b7C -5 
b7D -1 


b6 -2 
b7C -2 
b7D -1 


b6 -2 ■ 
b7C -2 
b7D -1 


After last seeing SA LAWRENCE in August . 1963 , 


] continued to 


November, 1963 , when 'ne ceased attending. 


until late 


He told conflicting stories as to why he 
attended the meetings and why he ceased atte nding: in that 
he said he was not actually in sympathy with I 1 

but was merely attending to obtain Information re their 
activities; that he fully Intended to apprise SA LAWRENCE 
of any good information he developed. He said he finally 
quit because he could not tolerate the arbitrary, cap ricious 


b6 -2 
b7C -2 
b7D -1 


b6 -3 
b7C -3 
b7D -3 


and demanding leade rsHp of _ 

I Then he said that he left. heep^pe 


informant . 


, recently of 

] suspected him of being a police 


and m ember ofT 
I I suspected"! 


In f act, he said. [ 


] male Negro., 
and 


b6 -2,3 
b7C -2,3 
b7D -1 


]of being a police informant. 


ldid work 

at the B a'fttltt Hospital: that he lives in I ~| 

I l ln the [ ~~l living with his 


mother T whose namfi is helleveril bn he 


He said 


b6 -2,3 
b7C -2,3 
b7D -1 


in recent months, nas tenaed to draw 


- 2 - 
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ME 


away from 
stringent 


s insisted on oy | | 

he claimed very few Negro males win stay in 
for these reasons. 


(Note: This information re I 

en ten tatively nnnfirp ed by PCi| 
to SAs l and the wr»if.eT» 


to SAs 

AWRENCETTJ 




I 1 continued t hat I 

the h usband of active female f 
I who is a clos e friend ofl 
Homicide Detective 
he came to Me mphis tot 
was active ln | | 

I ~l said he has been to 

since late November, 1963. 


wire o 

says 

where he 


meetings 


demanded that 


copies 


copss so: 


1 


and got a "cut" or profits from all 


I I sa id he could not afford to get out 

on the streets and sell this paper as he was known to 
too many people in Memphis. 


One of 


e allegedly is originally from 
a yellow . two-story h 
Then when 
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ME 


b7D 


Pall of 1Q6^ found out she was running around with men, 

I 1 took .her into his house at 

|did work I 


Wf 


La short-order cafe [ 


3 


does not know where L 


is now living. H e said he did not know how she originally 
I 1 but feels she would probably like to 


get out as she did not appear to be a devoted member. 
For a short while, in the Pall of 1963. a 



Jo 6 ™3 
b7C -3 


be -3 
b7C -3 
b7D -1 


With regard to 


] arrested by 


the Memphis Police Department in December, 1963, on 

[said that he definitely did not 

I (It is noted that among 
possessions when ares te d by the Police Department 
was l I. the reverse side con taining 

the name or i | 


E 


e was arrested. 


] lived at Trumpet Motel at the time 


said he knew little about 




With rega rd to the name 


bo -3 
b7C -3 
b7D -1 


sea tne name orl 


jsaid that this was a name that he 

~] He originally 
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3 

b7C -2 

r 3 

b7D -1 


be - 

2,3 

b7C 

-2 , 3 

b7D 
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xu Decame emoarrassing ror him 
therefore, ha adopted the name 


o nave mailmen deli ver thlsj 

aka 


r 
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He said he was definitely not servlm 
Informant of the Memphis Police Department 


With regard to | 
he had in the late summ er o: 
Involved with her; that I 
him -for th 


| he said that 

>een rom antically 

I reprimanded 


! said that during the Fall of 
did not to his knowledge attend 



mmer an 















ME 


b7D -3 


IZZ^= 

so far as to| 

to gain admission butl 


lhad. 


Hater toidT 


]accusea mm 


gnnp 


] he 


wife did 
Later, 
of 


b6 ~2,3 
b7C -2,3 
b7D -1 


iq6^t 


~| added that during the Fal l of 
]us 


,jsed to c ome to his home at I | 

1 and tryto talk I 1 

Unto becoming 

I However, neither of them I 


b6 -2,3 
b7C -2,3 
b7D -1 
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With regard to l 
September or October. !Qb3. [ 


lclaimed th at arond 
1 &s 


b7C -2,3 
b7D -1 ' 



On one occasion around November. 1 I l 


AlsoT 

He lived off 


as folio 


Lst 


gave SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE a card reading 
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b7D -1 
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ME 



He said [ 


common-law wife of f 
State Pe nitentiary on[ 
daughter 


lcurretlv in the Tenn. 
I and her 


but thought they were. 


He said he did not know if they were member's 


b7D -3 


b7D 


b6 -3 
b7C -3 
b7D -1 


b6 -2,3 
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He said several members suspected 

1 

| 1 He said 


was a c: 

Lose rriena or 

1 ana ne shinies ir was 


b6 -3 
b7C -3 
b7D -1 


male Negro (FNU)| 
in his middle thl 


[claimed that on Saturday. 3/14/64. a 


rties, witn curly hair, cont acted him. 

Jat E. H. 


uiarKe ana Brothers com pany, 19 South Second Street, had 
previously been seen by I I (It was 

l~ I complained in the Summer of 

19t>3 as having argued l I the fruit stand / 

operator on North Third Street across from the Derraon 
Building . ) 


b6 -2,3 
b7C -2,3 
b7D -1 


He said he sawf 
Jeanette and| 


Ion Mississippi Boulevard n ear 


f 


b 6 -2,3 


b7C 

b7D 


2,3 
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He claimed 


1 told him that he was a supporter 


b6 - 
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J 

movement. 1 

J 


1 said he did not 1 

1 *.*«•> « VI 1 n am M «...! ^ Jt M L.1 M 1 a It 


Know if | | was serious or "pulling his leg. 


I 1 claimed he had some written records 

[ at his home and volunteered to bring them 
to tne office and show same to the writer on 3/18/64. j 3 !; 
He did not appear and in view of his controversial £.2 
backgrou nd the writer will not initiate contact with 
I 1 It is felt that this Bureau should accept 

all Information which I 1 volunteers but should 

never In any way give him the impression that it is 
asking him to do anything. 


It is noted that practically all information 
furnished by | l as set out in this memorandum has 

been independently caroborated through previous Investi- 
gation. In reporting this information. It Is felt 

I | should be quoted openly in reports, as he Is 

not an Informa*. He was told that all Information 
volunteered by him would be made a matter of record. 


-3 


-2,3 
-2 , 3 
-1,3 
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2 
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PROUD PARENTS AND GRADUATE — 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest C. Withers, Sr„ of 
48 O W. Broods rd. were in Washington, D. 
C., recently 'for the commencement exer- 
cises of Howard University and to see Er- 
nest, Jr., receive' Ms degree with the class 


of 1903. Yotmg Withers was 'Commissioned ' * 
into the United States; Army -Reserves and ‘ ( 
is seen here following his appointment a« ' 
a second nontenant. ’The graduate attend- 
ed Manassas High School. 
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8/9/65 


b7D -4 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWREHCE 



WILLIAM 


On 8/9/65 
lavheh 



She should be attending 

stir oae 


Her I 1 Is extreaely 

Jealous of l f ironically , no earn. sue is the one who £!J 

filed * paternity suit against f j last year after he 

becaae rosantically Involved with one - ©? the white feaale 
Cornell students doing volunteer civil rights work la Fayette 
County* 

1 laccoapanied this girl to her home in be - 

the jSa st* star f ather was aghast and upset* In order to get t>7c 
rid of I T he bribed his by bavins h is a , new car with 

the explicit understanding that ] I would return to layette 

County sad leave his daughter alone* 
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[FIRST CONTRIBUTOR TO! 
BOV, SCOUTS V m „, Ernest! 
l Withers, i well ' known local . pho-j 
Itographer made - the first con-1 
Hribution to ;the Chickasaw! 


[Council Boys ( Scouts of Ameri- 
\t*i at the South ^District Sus- 
f taining > Membership '[Enrollment 
[meeting (last Thursday ytught. 
^ Whittier A. 1 Sengstacke, > Gene- 
[ral ■ Manager of the Tri-State 
[Defender is chairman of the 
.drive. ' $ 

j jpl , 

-fYi $ 
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Man In The News 
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fil m 


Wggg 





ERNEST WITHERS 






i Err\est Withers Offers , . . . ^ 
For Constable Post 

Ernest C. Withers, Sr M ph<>to tution. He covered the funeral 
journalist, father and persona* of Medgar Evers in Mississip* 
We “Johnny on the Spot/’ is pi, He was also on hand to 
literally the “Man in the photographically record the his* 
News.”, By virtue of his pro* toric Selma to’ Montgomery 
J fession, Mr, Withers is always March and was approximately 
“where the action is/’ twenty five miles away when 

Mr. Withers 1 varied expert th « footing of Mrs, Viola Iiu- 
" encesas staff photographer for z *° occurred. 

- the Tri-State defender, area 'More recently, June 5, im, 

; ccmtributor for Johnson Pub- to be exact he was at t h 0 
f I lishmg Company and free highway to wish James Mere- 
lance photographer have ena* dith well as he began his fate- 
s Wed him to acquire the finesse ful walk to Mississippi. 

i r a f™U W «.nv S ,f^^ H , e 0w “ M « *» «»• News” DOS- 

th r it r fi ****** * warm sense of humor, 

' Riffht, EmTJI *“ in “* te sease timing and 

Rigbts stn*ge. Hicsc toclude ability to meet people well, 

- th? st * mp their faces *“<1 names 

indelibly in bis memory and 

atnnSto! S l S h,! tt «* bxwaflh* Mm sell .to 
■ R .ll the * tt ention of people in high 

; pl#ccs - Vicc President Hubert 

, . , , „ , B i 

Sft«s.a,w. as 

of “Ole Miss” when James was photographer 1 

Meredith integrated that insti- (Continued On Page 2) 
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Man 


The News 




(Continued FrCm Page 1) 
have ever .aid that 

wherever he looked while vis- 
iting here, be, "saw that mto/’ 
Governor Frank G, Clement 
has said tha^ Mr, Withers is, 
“an excellent photographer” 
and U H Is always good te*be 
iza his company,* * 

Mr. Withers announced last 
week his eandidac^ for Consta- 
ble Second Civil District. He 
bases his candicacy on his, ex- 
perience as one of . the original 
nine Negroes hired as patrol- 
men by tfie Memphis Police 
Department in 194$. He and 
his partner Wendell Robinson 
made the first dramatic arrest 
by Negro patrolmen in the 
capturing of bandits who held 
UP a Kqdcr store forty minutes 
after the crime had been com- 


mitted,’ 

the “Man in the News'* fe 
married to the former Mils 
(Dorothy Currie who was his 
sweetheart at Manassas High 
School from which they were 
both graduated. They are the 
parents of seven boys ’ and one 
girl. Their children are Ernest 
Jr^ twenty-two yearirotd1SS3 
a graduate "of Howard Unfver- 
sity and presently a atudent at 
Howard University Law 
School; Perry, t wenty years 
old and "formerly a * student at 
Howard University with plans 
to eater Memphis State Univers- 
ity; Clarence Earl, n ineteen 
years* ola ana a ’"student a t 
Tennessee A & I State Univer- 
sity; Wendell, , fifteen and an 
eleventh grader at Mitchell 
Road; Dedrlck, fourteen and 


‘ki^he ninth grale^at ^Mitchell. 
Daryl .Lewis, thirteen and an 
eighth grader at 'Mitchell, An- 
drew Jerome, eleven yearsold - 
in the sixth grade at Ford 
Road and the little girl, Rosa-, 
find, nine years old and in the 
fourth grade at Fofd Road, 

Though * Mr, Withers and his - 
family live at 4$0 W. Brooks 
RdL, which is across town from 
Gospel Temple Baptist Church - 
they Maintain ‘.membership in 
the church in which he was 
reared audwhkhis a few 
doors down the street from the 
heme of his parents, Mr, and 
Mrs. A, E, Withers, \X 062 
Manassas, Mr, Withers 4nd his! 
family are all members of the= 
National Association for .the* 
Advancement of Colored^ PCo4 
pi* \ 
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VOTE — EL£CT - VOTE, 

■, ERNEST C. WITHERS ' 

* 

COUNTY' COURT 2nd District 
6m. Election Aug. 4, 1946- 

ft <4p 

( A man willing to serve ^ v 
You r vote and influence— I need ' 





( _ 773~ - 7'd 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI JfcpIiATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE^P-08-2012 


Press-Scimitar today eri&orses sx^ 
{■candidates for membership on thell-membei 
.'Shelby County Court— the ■ body that mak ' 
{jfcjie policies of the county government, levi 
! 4jaxes (more than 80 per cent of which a 
■ paid by citizens pf Memphis) , and expends th 

( winds collected. 

2 * * * 
n We make no endorsement for the sea 
mat represent the smaller incorporated town; 
ip Shelby, There are five of 'these— Atling 
hon, Bartlett, Collierville, Germantown ah' 
Jrlillington, Candidates for these seats are all] 
imbpposed except in Germantown, where Bilbo: 

. Clones is running against incumbent Jimmie 
Wdntyre. 

1*1 -,***■ 
fg For the other 1 six seats we recommend the 
{following candidates to the voters: 
j $ District 1, the northern half of the county, 
f ipcluding approximately half of Memphis, ■ in 
, which -two members are to 'be elected: A. 
j ARTHUR HALLE JR., and MRS, SUNSHINE 
! g. SNYDER. , 

* if District 2, the southern half of Shelby and 
Memphis, in which three .members are to be 
elected: OSCAR H. EDMONDS JR., ED- 
MUND ORGILL, and ERNEST C. WITHERS. 

• City, of Memphis’ seat: DOWNING 
PRYOR. \ j 

**■ A . ^ j 


Ernest C. Withers 

—a# — j— — 


~.x\ 




-It is only fair that Memphis’ Negro com- | 
than a third of -.the city- J 


.munity, with more 
; county population, should have representation 
on the County Court. H. T. Lockard has 
served well in that capacity, but is not seek- 
ing re-election. It is fortunate that , there 
Is a'Negw candidateinDistrict 2 who meas- 
’ ures up creditably to, the requirements of the 
, job as an individual as well as a member of 
his race. 

;■ This-man' is Ernest C. Withers, 44; -who 
■has struck out for himself : and built up a 
commercial photography business, which in- 
- eludes much newspicture work. Withers was 
.' among: the first group of Memphis’ Negro 
j police officers. He made a good record, and 
i quit because with a large family— seven boys 
sand one girl— he needed to make more money, 
JHe -now nas three boys in college. 

Ernest Withers is ’dn excellent sample, of 
{Memphis’ fine Negro community . . . good- 
(natured, reasonable, , hard-working, 
i It is people like Withers in his race and 
! their counterparts among white people who 
fhave provided the base for Memphis’ progress 
—with good will— in racial matters. 

Although he was beaten in a Jackson, 


7/».f (u 

»j 77n^i 


{Miss., fracas while -doing' his jdb of taking 
'picture, he has ho bitterness. He has many 
[friends -among 'white people .as well tas 

^ ^Wisespeclally interested in seeing that 
both — 

fire 
tiona 

■ With his * attitude, . his character and • h2s\#a 
experience) The Press-Scimitar believes (lie 
would be an ' important asset to good govern- 
ment as ft 1 County. Court member. * 
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Three Good Men Better Than 


Onel!^ 


(An Editorial) 


Many Memphis citizens, both 
Negro a 4^ white, who have 
(Wn active in building the 
{healthy race relations which ex- 
fist in Memphis, are deeply 
tempted, by some Memphians to 
[encourage single-shot voting in 
; 'thq district Two race for the 
i. County Court. 

» 

We are as determined to see 
good Negro representation on 
the County Court, and we think 
Jesse H. Turner (the man sing- 
led out for the single-shot vote( 
win serve all Memphians and 
Shelby Countians v?ell. 

But there are two other men 
in this race who are as well 
qualified as Mr. Turner, and to 
fail 'to support them’ for the 
other two positions would be an| 
unwarranted insult to them as 
well as a threat to the racial 
climate of this community. 

these men are Edmund Or- 
gill and Ernest C. Withers. 
Mr. prgiU has proved his con- 
cern for the Negro citizens of 
Memphis over many years. Hei 

1 contributed, much to Memphis 
during Jhe transition with his 
straight forwardness. He is cer- 


rv 


tainly the v most experienced p 
man in the race, having served V 


as Mayor, and on the' Boards 
of the Memphis Transit Author- 
ity and the light, Gas and Wat- 
er Division. 

The other candidate,* Mr. 
Withers, also has proven him- 
self to be a man of character 
and ability. He Is a former po- 
lice officer and is now a 
successful commercial photog- 
rapher. He is especially inter- 
ested in improved fire protect- 
ion and recreational facilities 

XX would be tragic if, V vot- 
ing for only one man when 
there are three positions to be 
filled, Memphis Negroes should 
cause the other two positions 
to be won by persons who 
might use their power to Hock 
further racial progress in Mem- 
phis and undo much of the good 
which has been done, 

Therefore, the Tri-State De- 
fender urgently reccommends 
that ALL , Memphians vote for 
the following THREE candi- 
dates for the three County Court 
positions in District Two: Or- 
gill, Turner and Withers. To do 
otherwise .would be short-sight- 
ed, and dangerous, 
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WITHERS AND BACKERS — Ernest 
Withers, well-known ! local photographer, re- 
ceived more encouragement for his cam- 
^paign for a seat on the Shelby County Court 
on last Monday when he was endorsed by 
the Lincoln League and the^ Ministers Coun- 
cil r for Political Leadership* Flanking him 


a re Frank * Scott, l eft, vice president of th, 
Lincoln League, and Dr. A. E. Campbell , 
head of the Ministers’ Council. Mr Withers, 
who is No. 42 on the ballot, has alsoieen 
endorsed by Ministers Mutual^ the .Nfctb 
District Democratic club and the Unity 
League. > ^ 
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0 00 


'Routing Slip 

.0-7 mev. 7 -j-eej 


TO: SAC, 



Albany 

Albuquerque 

Anchorage 

Atlanta* 

Baltimore 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Butte 

Charlotte 

Chicago 

-Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Columbia 

Dallas 

Denver 

Detroit 

El Paso 

Honolulu 


RE: 




(Copies to oHrces Checked) 


| Houston 
| Indianapolis 
t J ackson 
[ ‘Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Das Vegas 
Dlttle Rock 
Bos, Angeles 
Do^^rttTe 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Haven 
New Orleans 


New York City 
Norfolk 
Oklahoma City 
Cmdhd 

Philadelphia TO 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
St. Deals 
Balt Dake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Juan 
Savannah 
Seattle.^ 

Springfield*' ~ 
O.U 


Tampa 

Washington Field 
Ouanttco 

LEGATs 

Bern 
Bonn 

Buenos Aires - 
Hong Kong 
Dondon 
Manila 
Mexico, D.F* 
Ottawa 
Paris 
Rome 

Rio de Janeiro 
Santg Domingo 
Tokyo 


Retention ^^ i l|l fl^>ropriate 

For information optional traction f~) Surep* by - 

The enclosed is lor your information, if used in a future report* TH conceal 
all sources* f 7 " ? paraphrase contents. 

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA — _ _ _ 

dated 


Remarks: 


Enc. 

Bufile 

urfile 


FBI-Withers-939 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED- FR 


Routing Slip 
0-7 (Rev. 7-1-00) 

TO: SAC, 

i 

8 Albany 

Albuquerque 
I _ 1 Anchoraqe 
£* Atlanta 
Baltimore 
fy 3 Birmingham 
i” : Boston 

rn Buffalo 

fTj Butte 
t~J Charlotte 
r"* Chicaqo 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
f^j Balias 
j \\ Denver 
Cj Detroit 
El Paso 
r_J Honolulu 


(Copies 


Houston 

Indianapolis 

Jackson 

Jacksonville 

Kansas City 

Knoxville 

tas Veqas 

Little Hock 

Los^Anqeles 

jU^StsviUe 

.Memphis 

Miami 

Milwaukee 

Minneapolis 

Mobile 

Newark 

New Haven 

New Orleans 


jyrjT OI-IA.T X C D E C LAS S I F I C A T X ON GXJID E 

Ntcv* Cocked) 


Date 


New 'York City 
Norfolk 

Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
St. Louis 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Dieqo 
San Prancisco 
San Juan 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Sprlnqfleld 

MAY 


§ Tampa 

Washington Field 
Quantlco 

TO LEG AT: 

I 8 Bern 
Bonn 

Buenos Aires 
Hong Kong 
London 
Manila 
Mexico, X>.F* 
Ottawa 
Baris 
Rone 

Rio de Janeiro 
Banto Oomlngo 
Tokyo 

16 1967 


_ Retention 

a For information f***^ optional 


Jrot appropriate 
action 


r~7 Burep, fey 


fT? The enclosed Is for your information. 1 1 used in a future report, l"'*l conceal 
all sources, ( I paraphrase contents. 

m Enclosed are .corrected pages from report of BA , , -- — 

dated 


Remarks: 


Enc. 

BufUe 

XJrfile 


FBI-Withers-940 


0 00 


Routing* Slip 
0-7 {R*v;-$- 31 -e 7 J 

TO; SAC, 

Albany 
Albuguergue 
^Anchorage 
Atlanta ~ 
Baltimore 
Birmingham 

Buffalo 
BUtte 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Denver 
Detroit 
El Paso 
Honolulu 


(Copies to Offices Checked) 


| Houston 
| Indianapolis 
l Jackson 
| Jacksonville 
I Kansas City 
I Knoxville 
| JLas Vegas 
Little Rock 
Dos Angeles 
■^eTUisvilie 
"Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Haven 
New Orleans 




New York City 
Norfolk 

Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
.St 0 X# ou JLs 
Balt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San - Juan 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield 


Tampa 

Washington Field 
Quantlco 

TO LEG AT; 

Bern 
Bonn 

Buenos Aires 
Hong Kong 
Don don 
Manila 
Mexico, D*P. 
Ottawa 
Paris 
Rome 

Santo Domingo 
Tokyo 


Date 


JUL 2 4 1957 


RE; 


Retention 

Tpojr Information f*"*1 optional 

l 

The enclosed Is for your information, 'If .used In a future report, ££ Oonceal 
all. sources, paraphrase contents* 

Enclosed are .corrected pages from report 'of SA « ^ ■ - - — . L . 

dated 



or appropriate 
action 


$u r *Pi by 


Remarks; 




•i ti- »*»•»** 


SEARCHED..,.. ,.,JN££X£Q....„...~. 

SER'J.UZED... ...m€0 

JUL 2 4 1987 

tSl-— • Ni&MHrtfS 



ArtlAkUtD..., 

JUL 2 2 1987 

I rt f t»l — ME MPHIS I 


Enc. 

iU 

Until* 


FBI-Withers-941 


TO : 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 




OmONAl K>«M wo. 10 
MAY I nt tOITtON 
OIA OCM. MO. NO. 17 


WIO-JO* 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH: 
FBI AUTOMATIC D E C LAS S I F I CAT I ON GUIDE 
DATE 02-24-2012 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAd 


DATE: 12/4/67 


b7D 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


IS - C; RM 


of[ 


On the evening of Mo nday. 

]and[ 


11/13/67. at the req uest 


f 


and 


t 


Bureau, Memphis Police D epartment. 


Community Relations 

SA WILLIA M H. LAWRENCE met with them and with . . 

| of the Inspectional Bureau, 


be ■ 
hi C 
b7D 


1,4 


Memphis Police D epartment. This was in the office of 


5 


£ 


They ha d thereof 
Memphis, 


Memphis state university. (MSU) • 


a junior student at 



WHL:gmn 


DEC 6 - 1967 

FBI — MEMPHIS 


FBI-Withers-942 
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FBI-Withers-952 
















Routing'$fip 
$-7 (Rev. ,3-3 l-$7) 

TOs SAC, 

I Albany 

Albuquergue 

Anchorage 

Atlanta 

Baltimore 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Butte 

Charlotte 

Chicago 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

Columbia 

Dallas 

Denver 

Detroit 

51 Paso 

Honolulu 


(Copies to Offices Checked) 


Houston 
Indianapolis 
Jackson 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Las Vegas 
Little Rock 
Los Angeles 
Louisville — 
rMerftOhlS -7 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
New Haven 
New Orleans 




New York City 
Norfolk 

Oklahoma City 
Omaha 
Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
St. Louie 
Sait Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Jgan 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield 


Date 


§ Tampa 

Washington Field 
Ouantico 

TO LEOATi 

^3 Bern 
T5 Bonn 

Buenos AlrdS 
ITu Hong Kong 
London 
Manila 

**} Mexico, D.F. 

3 Ottawa 

3 PofU 

^3 T*ky$ 

APR 3 1968 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


DATE 


_ Retention 

Q For information f**) optional 


For appropriate 
action 


rri Surep, by 


f~~1 The enclosed is for your information. If used In .-a future report, conceal 
all sources, P) paraphrase contents. 

f"l Enclosed are corrected pages from report of — - -- — 

dated 

Remarks: 


Enc./ 

Bufile 

Urfiie 


FBI-Withers-956 


■ # ■ ■ # 
DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROHf 

FBI AUTO HA TIC, DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE ‘ * 

DATE OZ-ZS-ZOIZ 


SAC (157-New) 4/5/68 


SA SOWELL 8. LOVE 


THEODORE MANUEL, JR. 

RM 


At 10:00 p.m., 4/4/68, Lt. GEORGE FEATHERS, 

Inspect lonal Bureau, Memphis PD, telephonically 
contacted the nriter and advised that an Informant 
of the Memphis PD had Just contacted him and advised 
that captioned subject, who is presently living on 
Mosby Street, Memphis, now c alls himself THEODORE X be -2 
or THEODORE D. X, and stated l I bvc 2 

on the afternoon of 4/4/68 that he is going to bring b?D -4, -e 
to Memphis Black Muslims out of Detroit. 

It mhould be noted that I I 

and I [ ""have 

previously furnished information regarding THEODORE 
MANUEL. This information has been set forth in IBM's 
dated 4/4/68 and 4/5/68 under the caption "Memphis 
Sanitation Markers S trike .** 


1 


1-157-New . 

1-170-1040 { 


L 


be -2 

b7C 
b7D - 


1-157-1092 (Sanitation Workers strike) 
,1-170-70 (ME S38-R) (Ghetto) 

1 BSL:vp 

<V - 


FBI-Withers-1650 


b7D 



l 





* DECLASSIFICATION’ AUTHORITY DERIVED FR.OH: 

“ PfeDElfAL 'BURISAU OF INYESTICATIOW 

WASHINGTON Si. D. C. 


6-5-68 339 GB 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 764 D J 




Director* 


f is funu$bed FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR CF 
rjN«»«INT$ 


KAMI AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


DISPOSITION 


ONI & MID 


SOS Amy 


Amy 


I 

Ernest Columbus a£pl ' 

Withers #4C-10 9-30-41 

< 

t 

Ernest Columbus appl 
Withers 8-11-42 

#85-USM 

Ernest Columbus 4-6-43 
Withers Sr. ' . 

#34713142 


PD Memphis Tenn Ernest Columbus 9-4-59 Inv (Viol Bad 


Withers #73240 


Chk Law) 


PD Wash DC 
(prt ret) 


Ernest Columbus appl 
Where FFP 

#12134 " 5-29-68 

Residence: 825 52nd street NE Wash DC 5 ? on prt 

no ~ ^70 



)7o - 72 






JUN *7 1968 

i_ FBI — MEMPHfS 




FBI-Withers-957 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. se— rojs2-« 









U^TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^KICE 
W FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


6-5-68 339 GB 


WASHINGTON 25, 0. C. 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 764 D 


A "IT 


Director, 


, i$ furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR Or 
rWCCRRAiNTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
KECC1YEO 


PLASH BY BUREAU: If any Informa tion 
Notify BFD Memphis, their file f/T^ 
8-14-59 # (ASN 34 713 142) 1 


nduiry received, 
per inf rec 


> .15 


THIS PAGE SSHOULP NOT BE DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE FBI 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. . _ 


X9^-705S2-4 e, s* GOVERNMENT printing OfPWS 






2-EU ' 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 


6-5-68 339 GB 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 764 D , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

Informatfori'shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 




SUBJECT; 



On 9/19/68 was interviewed at 

the Memphis Police Department hv SA WILLIAM H. IAWRSNCE. 

and in the presence of Lts.| 

|of t he Intelligence Unit, Memphis police uepartraeni, 
was interviewed at ‘his request, he at the time 
being a prisoner in the Memphis City jail. 

Attached hereto for each of the files listed 
below and for instant file is a copy of FD-302 dated 9/25/68 
re that interview. 







* <i *: ■. 


FC-302 <Rev. 4.JS:«4) 


2 CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED BdWI: 
51 AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GUIDES 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


| | was interviewed in the offices 

of the Intelligence Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Depart- 
ment, at his request. At the time he was a prisoner in the 

Memphis City Jail. He was interviewed in the presence of 

Lts.| | of the Police 

Department, Intelligence Bureau, 


orally volunteered the following informat 



FBI-Withers-962 


On 9/19/68 at 


his. Tennessee 


.File # Memphis 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE :gmh 


Date dictated -.^n ^ 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




























, i t 1 ‘ ' 1 r t 

,, D 1 G'LAS SI fl't-At i qfa ‘ AUjT&Q’Pl 1 Y DERIVED FROM: 


OmOHAl fO<M NO. 10 
MAY 1**2 IDlTtON 
OIA OfH. MO. NO. 27 


^FEI AUTOMATIC D E C L£S S I F I CAT I ON GUIDE 
DATE 0Z-Z7-Z01Z 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 2/7/69 


FROM i SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


subject; INVADERS, aka. 
RM 


On 2/5/69 Detective Intelli- 

gence Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, police Department, 
furnished the writer with a copy of Police Department 
memorandum dated 1/31/69 captioned, "Report From Agent 
501 for japuary 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,1969." A 
Xerox copy of same is attached to each copy of this 
memorandum. 


Enc. 1 

1 - 157-1067 

1 - 157-1423 (BUF) 

1 - 157-556 /Possible Racial Violence. Major Urban Areas 
1 - 157-1714 
1 - 157-1351 
1 - 157-1739 
1 - 157-1613 
1 - 157-1626 
1 - 157-1647 
1 - 157-1553 
1 - 157- 
1 - 157-1180 
1 - 157-1564 
1 - 157-1230 
1 - 157-1472 
1 - 157-1583 
1 - 157-1563 

1 - 157-1646J , 

1 - 170-98 I _ □ 

1 - 157-1675 I 
1 - 100-4394 

1 - 100-4528 | | 

1 - 157-166 ( SCLC) £V-4 JO/O-O/) T 

1 - 44-1987 ( MURK IN) , I , — 1 /U /C/'\ 


1 - 157-1548 | 

6D- 170-70 (MK 338-R) 
1 - 157-DEAD 
1 - 157-1752 

1 - 157-1121 | 

(copies continued page 
WHD:gmh (37) 
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FBI-Withers-1651 





DEC LAS S I F I CAT 1 1 OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 0Z-Z7-Z01Z 


Inspector 

Intellise 



3>et | 

Intelligence Bureau 

January 31, 1969 


Report £ ron 
January 21, 2Z7 
26, 27, 1969 



1-40- 

1-40 

JL-40- 

1-40- 

1-40- 

1-40- 

1-40- 

1-40- 

1-40- 


■0000 

•0002 

■0005 

■C008 

■0023 

■0021 

•0009 

C030 

40-006 


FBI-Withers-972 
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Page 4 - Report frosi| |for January 21,22,23, 24, 2^,26,27, 19 Withers-975 

— '"J T-i fT / 


■b7D -6 


b6 -3 
b7C -3 
b7D -6 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVEJ^ROH: 
* FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION 
DATE 0Z-27-Z01Z 


■ oniOMM * 0 *M NO. 1# *010*104 

MAY 1040 «(HT(ON 
0*A 01 N. MO. NO. 17 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


SAC 

TO s I 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H; LAWRENCE 


DATE: 2/5/69 


b7D -4 


SUBJECT: 


On 1/30/69 Lt | | Intelligent Bureau,, 

Memphis Police Department, xurnisnea the writer with a 
copy of Memphis P olice Depart ment memorandum undated, 
captioned, "Recor d - I f or January 22 and* 23, 1969«" 

,A Xerox copy of same 'is attached to each copy of this* 
memorandum. 



b6 -4 
b7C -4 
b7D -3,4,6 


b7D 


/7o-7Q- 



FBI-Withers-981 






FROM: 


*-■ DATE: 




DEPASTMSMTM € © Z& U N I ^ AT I © N . asd 


Inspector] | 

Security . & Intelligence Bureaus 


intelligence Section. 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH 
FBI AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


SUBJECT: Report \ 

January 22, 1969 

1 I- Z-l " 6<} 


for 


1 -30 * 0000 
1 - 40,-0000 
1 - 30-0006 
1- # 30-0007 
1- 30-0022 
1= 40-00B9 
1 - 40-0009 
1 - 40-0008 
1 - 40-0002 
1 - 40-0006 
1 - 40-0005 
1- 50-0001 
1- 40-0020 
1- 40-0021 
1- 50-0010 
1 - 40-0001 
1- 40-0023 


CONTROL FILE. 
CONTROL FILE 


b6 -3,5 
b 7 C -3,5 
■b7D -6 






Report 


r amu^22, 1969-to 8AM 1/23/69. 



FBI-Withers-984 


















e 


declass; 


.TIOH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 


FBI AUTl fflp TIX DIE C LAS S I F I CAT lt)H GUIDE'* 


DATE 03 


REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 


DATE 


i 

hit 


4 t <* ± 

The following material has been repro- 
duced for excising and review at FBIKQ and/or 
delivery to the House Select Connittee on 

(Sec^Bufile°G2-117290; re HSCA request dated 


FILE NO. 



sectionI 

m 

SERIALS 



through 


(except following serials 
not in file on this date:) 


• * ■ 

Humber of copies made 


RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL 


* » t 

✓ L 


fe ' ; 


A 


FBI-Withers-987 















I 


[ 


TO 



OPTIONAL PORM no. 10 9010-104 

MAY 1942 IMTIOM 
OSA OEM. REO. NO. tf 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

: SAC | | 1 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHGPJTY DERIVED FROH ? f 
FBI AUTOMATIC ^CLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 0Z-Z3-Z01; 


DATE: 3/17/69 


\ 


i 

\ 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT | 

RM 


aka 


b 7 D - 6 


On 3/12/69 Pet. I I. Intelligence Unit, b 

Memphis Police Department, Memphis, Tenn., furnished to the ^ 

writer a copy of Police Department memorandum dated 3/12/69, ° 

entitled, ! I " a 

report from Pol ire D epartment I | for 

activities 3/11/69. A Xerox copy of 

same is attached to each copy of this memorandum. 



FBI-Withers-989 












DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DEHD FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASS IF ICATIOI^RlDE 
DATE 02-Z3-Z012 


FORM NO. 10 
MAY If *2 EWYtON 
<?»A OEM, MO. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO SAC, ST. LOUIS 

S' 

FR OMV^ SAC, MEMPHIS r 



(P) 

] aka 


DATE: 4/3/69 

b7D -4 


On 3/21/69 Detective Intelligence 

Bureau, Memphis, Tenn., PD, .furnished to writer copy of 

2 - ST. LOUIS (RM) 

2-v- SPRINGFIELD (RM) 





b6 -4 
b7C -4 


, aka 



(Memphis copies continued on page 2) 


ttSL 

SEARCHED 

LsyiAuze 


M'H A 1969 

FBI — MEMPHIS 


FBI-Withers-993 




bll) -4 






im iwAronvnwrtu Bi dated 3 /21/69 entitled, L I 

I aka I I. setting forth a H 

I for 3/19/69 activities, i 
, reliable, protect identity.) 

A Xerox copy of same is attached to each copy of 
this communication. 


Copies of this memorandum are being sent to St. 

Louis and Springfield in view of the fact the I I 
are operating in the St. Louis, Mo., and East St. Louis, 111 . , 
area . 


(Memphis copies continued) 



WHL:mnr 

(44) 


- 2 “ 


FBI-Withers-994 


L 




The follow Insia a report from 
for March 13,1959. , 


b7D -i 


i i t 


, At Ti30pm thoae present at 


were; 


• 1 i a 

i 1 ( 




WIUTEIUI l i-KL^om Winters Studio) 











OPTIONAL FORM MO. K 
MAV lt« COITION 
OSA OCN. aco. NO. if 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC D E C LAS S I F I CAT I ON JfclD E 
TE 02-24-2012 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


SAC, MEMPHIS 


DATE: 5/8/69 


b7D -4 


FROM 


SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: 


aka, 


b7D -4 


TOT 





Copies continued from page 1 



Attached to each copy of this memo is a xerox copy 
of ifomnhig Pn intelligence Bureau memo dated 4/23/69 captioned 
I L This is a report 

from l I f or the dates 

4/18/19,20,21/69, and was furnished to SA WILLIAM H* LAWRENCE 
on 4/29/69 by DetJ^ (intelligence Bureau, Memphis 

PD, 


)n 5/5/69 . Dot I 

| , boyfrie: 
male Negro, aka, 


On 5/5/69 . D?t| I was advised he had Opened 

that I 1 , boyfriend ofl — 1 isj 

I male Negro, aka. I I. Me mphis PD #L 1 — 

reside nce I I ' bor n| I orj 

•po»v, Q ^i I (deceased) , jstep-fa£tyer 

mother | I He is cons i dire u a 

pimp and hustler and dope pusn er, and’'h as alvays been a 
flashy dresser. He may be the I I ’inyolved as- a driver 

in the recent First National Bank robbery, who drove the 
robbers to Nashville for $400. Will, talk to SAO* V* 
JOHNSON re this matter. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


Open, and assign a 157 New r< 


aka, 


FBI-Withers-999 


V 



















DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVE, 
FBI AUTOMATIC I:* E C LAS S I F I CAT I ON G 
DATE 0Z-27-Z01Z 




OH: 


8/1/69 


AIRTEL 


TO: SAC, CHICAGO 

PROM: SAC , MEMPHIS 

SUBJECT: I 

m 


<P) 


b7D -4 


.bo -4 
b7C -4 
b7D -4 


He Memphis airtel to Chicago, 7/28/69* 

b6 -3-5 

C hicago discont inue Investigation requested. On b7c 3 5 
7/31/69 lit. I I Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police 

.Department, advised that a Memphis bonding company located 
I | in Chicago and returned him to Memphis* Be is currently 
confined to Shelby County Jail on his homicide charge. Refuses 
to tell police anything regarding his activities or whereabouts 
since 6/4/69. 



£ 


A 


Airt 


$^8£i£Ef2j 


b7D -4 


teletype 

WHL:aJh 

A.M.S.D. 


338-itt 


Spec. Xtel., 
Reg. Mail___ 
Registered 


FBI-Withers-1007 


3ft3AE£HEO 


iNDflxaa. 

\ 

HIED 



b7D -4 

/7o~7 o - 
















To<i-i ;h-v, 


O # 


I CLASS I FI CAT I Oil AUTHORITY DEATV.ED 
El AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I oJjJjblD 


DATE 0Z-Z7-Z01Z 




(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


s T f IS ~ * t i I 

: '■ , V r ■ 

»lli) ^ * 4 ' * 

iO' M ' M . , 0 


i ’ ,i 

I 1 F 

i- I ■ t t 1 i ^ i » * a * J ^ = S 

ivur .*»$ ** rl fee hcrxmi 
.ir -L-aii rights v,o*% in the 
~A!?mrhhs vomm uahy buying the 
m 4-n ihe *M a 1 1 o ? y 
C'i-i-U rfehs Orsmvkalicm 
ho' a iiss * h.vleenth anrvivo?- 
^.r\«‘ <vlk>n on ■ Thursday 
. i ' i ' (J i , u, at the Sheraton- 
i'» ho.efe 

Y;c tv. i to fee honored are 
'.Vo M-xhia A. Smith, cxeea- 

ox i-vWtaty of the Memphis 
3*ai. -h of the JNAACP; Crimi- 
if .] CUuh Judge C. Cd?U 
ra, hr,, or, il. £;dph Jaeison, 

fexv-t a *.f the MuHhutm Salary 
C v-t . wA of the Africa i 
. . =. ^1,.^ Cmireti 

-■ ehfuraan of the Memphis 
■,. u et the Southend CferUi- 
1 -:s\n Conference, a ltd 
C> tfilhcro, who 
■ '.ve-^cd photographic coverage ' 
of all iaa.^ 1 * eivU rights events 
n*r ti^an a decade, 

W ftev. DJS, Herring, 
pivunc.ii a* *he organization, 

■ , hi that the fpc'aker assd other 
i i v vunguishcd. guilts will fee an- 
nounced at a. later date, 
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DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH AUTHO RI T « RIVED F! 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I C aBl ON GUIDE 


Arthur Earl Withers Is Buri edfC/i 

J > / Tn State Drfv-*<W- / -* 3 1# , ' ' 

er In North Memphis Area < 


f Funeral services for Arthur 
[E*ri Withers, father of well* 
[known Memphis photographer 
, Ernest C, Withers, were held 
last Sunday afternoon at the 
Gospel Temple Baptist Church. 

' Sthe eulogy was delivered by 
the Rev. Neasbie Alston, pas- 
tor of the church. 

Mr. Withers, who was $0 and 
Wyed at 1062 N. Manassas at, 
died at the Lynwood Convales- 
cent "Home on Saturday night, 
iDec, 20, after a long illness. 

Before his retirement several 
(years ago, he had been employ* 
td for more than 30 years with 
the Motor Vehicle section of 
the Memphis Post Office. He 
fwas a civic and church leader! 
iia his community for mo re 
[than 50 years. 



A native of Holly Springs, ARTHUR E- WITHERS Sr, 


!Mi$$. # where he was born May! 


|5, .1889, Mr. Withers was the Wlt ^ ^ Utytoa Ar»y; 
jsoa of jjir, *nd Mrs. Christo- His grandfather, against the 

w>k“ t f dvice °* fritads ’ c * mt *** 
°JL WitterS, a to the. plantation after the Civ- 

,^. ve ^ ran « w >y .4. War jMvjsit . lMs.jaMily.aad 


& Ip 


#\J C tysf' 


■ lap-' 


' was -taken into ■ custody by al* 
sociates of Jus former master,! 
! He was never seen again, < 
However, bits of the clothing | 
ho was wearing when last seen 
were found in a place called 
| Pigeon Roost Bottom. 

| Mr. Withers was educated 
at the Woodstock training 
| School and served in France 
i with the 368 infantry * Regiment 
'during World, War L After the 
war he was a truck driver for 
various firms until <hd went to 
work for the Pos^Office. 

1 At the age of^, he was bap- 
tized undep^he pastorage of 
the lately. L. A /Kemp and 1 
was actively engaged in church 
, wo jx for the i next 52 1 years of 
jjbis. life* serving in the Sunday 
-'School as superintendent and 
-singing in • the choirs of Jack- 
son Avenue, later . Cummings 
Street Baptist Church, and 
then Gospel Temple Baptist 
Church, l 

His first wife, the mother of 
his children, was Mrs. Pearl 
Withers, Who died ln l$30, The| 
following year he was married* 
to Mrs. Minnie Withers, who 
survives him. 

Giving expressions at the .fu- 
neral on Sunday were Arthur 
(Phillips, on behalf of the Sum 
day School; C. 1 W. Stallworth 
on behalf of the church; 'Mrs. 
Artie Nelson on behalf of 
neighbors, 

.Also .Mrs. Lillian P, Davis. 
Loire Star Club; Sam Brown! 

U, S. Postal service, and, his 
former ministers, the Revs 

A family eulpgitJwas given 
by his grandson/firnest C. 
Witbers ^yq:: 


| ^A$Fde7tw^hls wid^v, he is 
survived by^-4^^^ughters, 
Mrs. Alice Jackson of Rich- 
mond, Calif,, and Mrs. Vivian 
Peters of Chicago; three sons 
! Dr, J.B. Withers, a pharmacist 
and Jacob o. Withers of Wash* 

! ington, D.C., and ErhestG 
i Withers, Sr., of 480 W. Brooks 
jrd.; 32 grandchildren and 19 
i great-grandchildren. 

Ten of Mr. Withers' grand- 
sons served as pallbearers. 
They were Ernest C. Wtihers 
Jr„ Perry O. Withers, WendeD 
J. Withers, BaryU ) u withers, 
James B, Wtihers, Jr., Noble 
Earl Withers, Clarence Ear] 
Withers, r Deadrick J. Wither^ 
Andrew J. Withers and Ernes 
Harvey Jackson. , 

Interment was at 12 noon or 
Monday, Dee. 29 at Nati <m 
Cemetery with the Rev. D. E 
(Herring offering the grayesidf 
prayer. 

| The R. S. Lewis and Sons 
[Funeral Home was in charge 
of arrangements, w I 
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FROM : SA HOWELL S. LOWE 
SUBJECT: 

RM 


On A/2/70 Lt *| | Intelligence Unit, 

'enn. . PD. furnis hed a copy of a report from Memphis 

| for activities of captioned group 
A copy of this report is being attached to each 


copy of this memorandum. 


b6 -5 
b7C -5 
b7D -6 
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Memorandum 


W DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DHD FROM: 

^ ’ **a*™*(‘< CF*t) io:*iv.* FBI AUT OliAT I C D E C LAS S I F I CAT I CiiSPrjID E 

^ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTS 0Z-Z7-ZG1Z 


to : . 

’ i 1 

‘ SAC ‘ /'yo 

date:- 

■ i 

! from' i:' , 

SA HOWELL S LOWE 

' . i t * 
1 , 

. 

\ i t 

1 c 

; { , subject: 

d'> Le^c^SSi^Lffy 


f 1 b 1 • 

f)X 

■- 


: {,! /<-h 


QnU/S'ho LTJ 


Intelligence Unit, Memphis, 


bo -5 
b 7 C - 5 


Tennessee Police Department furnished the attached 
information to SA HOW'LL S LOWE 




i 

i 




i 





soio-io# * 


n 



b7D -4 
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Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Plan 



t* 



Dai vca'$ Ucensc, no. 


2386542 


DRIVER’S ARREST AND CONVICTION RECORD daw; or g.stm 

MEMPHIS POLICE department 8-7-22 


Withers, Ernest C. 
480 *tf. Brooks Kd. 


43 KC 

AG t Stx & RACt 



DATE Of J TICKET 

ISSUANCE f NUMBER 


4 - 20-66 804792 


DATS or 
oisrB'N 


RECEIPT number 


CONTROU VIOLATION Ca*w- 

N UMBER COOe NO, it* 


11-4-66 I 27101 


? -25-67| 9-20-67 947057 \f-9dTO) 
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lYccnsc no, 'DRIVER'S ARREST AND CONVICTION RECORD i 

2386542 MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 8-7-22 

Withers , Ernest Col^umbus 41 


Date or Birth 


Aoo ress 

REMARK* 


480 W. Brooks Rd. 


940 W. Brooks Bd . 1 go W 


DATE Of TICKET DATE Or 

ISSUANCE' NUMBER DI5rt N 


RECEIPT NUMBER 


63,2.61s 


7-30-64 I 56455 


L1-6S 12-30-6I1 672ii92 


<1 RAC 

ooks Rd. 


CONTROL 

number 

VIOLATION 

coot NO. 

- > 



SSHI 




10-15-65 


12-2-65 31290 
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'HOP.ITY DERIVED FROM: 


optional, fonm no. io 

MAY 196S tXKTfON 

6«A PI* M!« (*i CPA) tOt*l 1.4 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DECLASSIFICATIOMj^pr 
FBI AUTOMATIC D E OTKS S I F I C A T I ON GUIDE 
DATE 02 - 27-2012 


SAC 


date: 1 /c/oo 


SA HOWELL S LOJfE 




• * 

On?/i/?a LT 


T?nno««f« n t J Intelligence Unit, Memphis, 

Tennessee Police Department furnished the attached 

information to SA HOWELL S LOWE. c 


suuauzeoItcS 

JUjfc 1971 

£81 — MEMPHIS 
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Buy V.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Bay roll Savings Rian 



I LAST NAME OF PERSON ARRESTED FIRST 

" ! Withers Ernest 

I RESIDENCE NO. AND STREET CITY AUD STATE IF NOTIN MEMPHIS 


MIDDLE 

Columbus* 


SEX RACE 


DATE OF BIRTH ■, 

8-7-22 ! 

ALIASES, NICKNAMES, ETCj 


480 W. Brooks Road 


DATE OF ARREST 


VIOLATION 





Failure to Answer Traffic Summons 


allure to Answer Traffic Summons 


ans traffic summons 


REC. OF ARR. NO. I CITY COURT MSP. 


56453 


31290 


29101 


ARREST RECORD - MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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optional POftrt NO. so ^^Li0»t04 

MAY 1442 EDITION 
05A OEM. lU. NO. 17 

•UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTH0pA| DERIVED FROM: 
FEI AUTOMATIC DICLASSIF^B 1 ™ GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


i 

-v" 


TO : SAC 


DATE: 6/24/70 


FROM : SA HOWELL S. LOWE 


SUBJECT: 

1 RM 


b7D -4 


On 6/19/70 Lt « | ~~| Intelligence Unit, 

Memphis police Department, made availab le to the writer a 
copy of a report received bv Ltl | from Memphis Police 

Department ! I for activities of 

captioned organization on 6/17/70. A copy of this 
report is being attached to each copy of this memorandum. 


b6 -5 
b7C - 
b7D - 
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Ob cn 

















DEC LAS S I F I CAT ION MlT||pTTY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOHAT I C DEC LAS SI FI CAT I OH GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


BET# 

JANUARY %, 1^70 



The following la a report froi 
January 6, 197/>* 

1:15 B1 At| 



, b7D -■ 

Tor Wednesday 
Those present were: 

bo -3,4 
I b7C -3,4 


not. 

FAMILY AT 


They were suppose to go to Stax Recording but did 


had called 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DE, 
FBI AUTOMATIC DE CLASSIFICATION 
DATE 0Z-Z7-Z01Z 


m 


D FEOH: 
IDS 


SAC 


1/13/71 


SA HOVSU* S. LOWS 


b7D -4 


m 


On 1/7/71 tt. l I Intelligence Unit, 

Memphis, Tenn., PD, »ade availabl e to the vrlter a copy 
of a report received iron Memphis I I 

«-« - - « • J> ik *■ A 


""[r egarding activities of captioned organisation for 
1/6/71. A xerox copy of this report is attached to each 
copy ot this £seao. 


Attachment 1 
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FD-JSO (Rev. 7-lt-SJ) 

-DECLASSIFICATION ATJTHOP.I 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFI 

TjTDE RIVED FROM 
CATION GUIDE 

t 

* DATE 0Z-Z7-Z012 

ft 

« 

* 

J 

* * 

* mmm m 

n i 

* *v,-’ ‘ 

* - 

p * , * 



(Mount Clfpplng In Spoce Below) 




i Ernest C. Withers, 48, of 480 
[West Brooks Road, was fined 
525, ..given a 80-day suspended) 
jail sentence and put on p5roba* 
tion for 65 days yesterday by 
City Court Judge Ray wi 
Churchill. ’ 1 


Mr. Withers had.beerf! 
charged with receiving stolen) 
property, but the judga? 
Clmged it to malicious imis-l - 
chief. .He was accused of.hav-l ' 
ing a - television set in his car! 
fwhich had been stolen from* 
[the car of J. R. Browder, 38, ofj 
11019 Rich Road between 4 pun." 
*and 5:25 p.m., Sept. 2. i 1 

| Mr. Withers said a man! 
whom he did not know, asked' 
Wm for a ride at ' Beale and 
Hernando and:- asked him to 
stcg> at. ai parking lot at 148. 
South Second. He said the marl 
picked up the set from a clump 
of weeds * and put it in his car, I 
He did hot- know the set was] 
stolen, he said.' j 

Mr. Browder told police he 
saw Mr. Withers' car when he 
discovered ’Ms car had been? 
broken into and the other man , 
ran when he went to invests 
sate. “ / I 


(Indicate page, naoae of < 
newspapers city and state.) 


PAGE /f 


COMMERCIAL APPEAL 


MEMPHIS, TENN, 


Date: ^ /<S * J ( 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: GORDON HANNA 


/ 7 o\~ 7 P‘ 

' ■ Choiacter: 
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Classification: 

Subcult ting Office: MEMPHIS 

n Being Investigated 


if.? 17 1971 

/>F8I — MEMPHIS 




• KITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF®STICE 
-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


9-23-71 197 ?JG 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE ‘ 


WASHINGTON 2$, D. a 


<5' W T' 


Director, 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 764 D . i* furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTftftUTO* or 
riN«irr*iNT$*< 


KAMI AND N&M&Cft 


ARRESTED OR 

tscmto 


DISPOSITION 


ONI & MID 


* SOS -Army 


Army 


Ernest Columbus appl 
Withers #4C-10 9-30-41 

Ernest* Columbus appl 
Withers 8-11-42 

#85-USM 

! 

Ernest Columbus 4-6-43 
Withers ,Sr. 

#34713142 


PD Memphis Tenn Ernest Columbus ; 9-4-59 Tnv (Viol Bad 


PD Wash DC 
(prt ret) 


PD Msaphis Tenn 


Chk ;Law) 


Withers #73240 

Ernest Columbus appl 
Where XFP 

#12134 *5-29-68 


Residence: 825 5znd streec NE Wash DC a? cn prt 


Earnest Colunbu 

Withers 

#73240 


is 9-14-7! Pec Stolen Prop $25.00 C: 20 dV. 

blended to jail tine cusp 

Ilalicious II is- 6 nos prob ’ 


chief 


FBI-Withers-1029 


/7P- 70 


'SEASON 

SSWALIZ; 


NOEXia 


o SEP2719/1 

s FS1» MEMPHI S 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are hared on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals. of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INYESTIGATIVE LEADS. 



flTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF •TICE 
I FEDERAL BUREAU OF IIWESTICATICW 

VASUINGTON JS. D. C. 


9-23-71 197 FJG 


1-BU / 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 7 64 D 


A“TT 


Director. 


♦ is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTWtUTO* or 
FlNCtXFRiNTS 


KAMI AND NUX$C« 


A»»ESTtO OA 
KCttlYEO 


FLASH BY BUREAU: If any Informa tion o: 
Notify BFD Memphis, theirj file j 
8-14-59 # (ASN 34 713 142) 


.nqpiry received, 
pjer Inf rec 


THIS PAGE £ SHOULD NOT BE .DISSEMINATED OUTSIDE FBI. 
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Notations indicated by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files* The notations arc based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. •. 









I 


•# 


« v 

2-BU 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

£ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 


t 


STICE 


9-23-71 197 FJG 


The following FBI record, NUMBER 262 764 D , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. WHERE 
FINAL DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE IS DESIRED, COMMUNICATE 
WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 



Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative leads os 
being possibly identical with subject of this record. 

John Edgar Hoover 

■ Director 


L 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 


Routing Slip 
0-7 <Rev. 2-12-71) 

TO: SAC: 

Albany 
Albuquerque 
Alexandria 
Anchorage 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Birmingham 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Butte 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dali a a 
Denver 
Detroit 
El Paso 
Honolulu 


(Copies ihfe.1 




OI-IAT I C D 1 C LAS S X F I CAT I ON 


rUID E 


m Houston 
1~1 Indianapolis 
Jadkson 

r~1 Jacksonville 
rn Kansas City 
fTl Knoxville 
rn Las Vegas 

B Little Rock 
Loa Angeles 

rn/Mempnis / 
i^i wuaau- 
rn Milwaukee 
f*") Minneapolis 
r"1 Mobile 
f~"~) Newark 
f?1 New Haven 
New Orleans 
ii New York City 
f*n Norfolk 


C3 Oklahoma City 

S Omaha 

Philadelphia 
PTi Phoenix 
PH Pittsburgh 
rfl Portland 
u*i Richmond 

B Sacramento 
St, Louis 

f~l Salt Lake City 

B San Antonio 
San Diego 

§ San Francisco 
San Juan 
Savannah 
rn Seattle 
?7i Springfield 
f_j Tampa 

Washington Field 
fl Qu anti co 

Dote __ 


TO LEGAT: 

S Beirut 
Bern 
I 1 Bona 

Buenos Aires 
rfu Caracas 

Cop enh agen 

B Hong Kong 
LaPaz 
n London 

S Madrid 
Managua 
m Mexico City 
li Ottawa 
U**! pans 
rn Rome 
rl Tel Aviv 
o Tokyo 


Retention /Fo* appropriate 

F.or "information f"H optional f p 7 action t' 7~l Surep, by ■ .. . , 

The encl osed is for your information. If used in a future report, i D conceal all 
sources. r"”! naranhrase contents. 


sources, fH paraphrase contents. 

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of ,SA 
dated 





Ehc./ 

Bufile 

Urfile 
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*s 

tfED FROM: 


DEC LAS S nfl I CAT I OH AUTHORITY DEWtfED F! 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECI^fcSSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE XIZ-Z3-Z01Z- * 


REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 


DATE 


hX-j. 


. 

The following material has been repro- 
duced for excising and review at EBIH^ and/or 
delivery to the House Select Committee on - 

(Sec Buf ile°G2lll7290; re IISCA request dat ^f^L_ 

• * 


FILE NO . HA* 'IP. ■ 

m • 

SECTION I I 

SERIAL? [ tlreoushj-^ ^ 

• » 

(except following serials 
not in file on this date:) 


EBP or BULKY : 


* 

Humber of copies mado^ 


By ' 



m 

RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL 


A ' 


FBI-Withers-1035 


) 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


SAC 


(P) 


<SA HOWELL S.‘ LOWE 


MEMPHIS INSPECTION 
8/25/72 - 9/8/72 



10/27/72 

b7D -3 


i 


I 1 The Inspector noted that in files 170-70 and 

informants mere affixing their code names on the 
side of the page in the margin of their written reports 
or were skipping lines at the bottom of the page before k?D -3 
signing* Manual of Instructions reflects that informant 
is to affix his code name immediately under the last line 
of e very page of his statement* Agents assigned to .170-70 
and | ~| should Insure that informants properly sign 

their statements* 

The Inspector, also noted that in file 170-70 
bulky material and exhibits furnished by the informant 
were being filed in the informant's sub file. This is 
incorrect* and all bulky material and exhibits furnished 
by the informant should be filed in the main substantive 
case file* and only the original of the channelizing 
memo Indicating where the material is filed should be 
filed in informant's sub file* Agents assigned to these 
two cases should insure that in the future these mistakes' 
are rectified* 




o oo s oaommQmDmaoaoaDQ 


Routing Slip 
0-7 (Rev. 12-17-73) 


(Copies to Oj^$ Checked) 


TO: ^AC: ^ 

Albany 
Albuquerque 
Alexandria 
Anchorage 
Atlanta 
Baltimore 
Birmingham 
Boston 
Buffalo 
Butte 
Charlotte 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Columbia 
Dallas 
Denver 
Detroit 
El Paso 
Honolulu 


1 — I Houston 

B Indianapolis 

Jackson 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Las Vegas 
LAttle Rock 
Los Angeles 

FI Ti^iiwviili» 

mpTiii? 

Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
N ew Haven 
New Orleans 
New York City 
Norfolk 





rn Oklahoma City 

S Omaha 

Philadelphia 
Phoenix 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Richmond 
Sacramento 
St. Louis 
Salt Lake City 
San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Juan 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Springfield 
Tampa 

Washington Field 
Qu anti co 


Dote 


LEG AT: 

Beirut 

Bern 

Bonn 

Brasilia 

Buenos Aires 

Caracas 

Hong Kong 

London 

Madrid 

Manila 

Mexico City 

Ottawa 

Paris 

Rome 

Singapore 

Tel Aviv 

Tokyo 




b7D 


Retention ^ pbr^ appropriate 

For information f"“~l optional 17PT action f*l Surep, by - — . 

The enclosed is for your information. If used in a future report, i”"") conceal all 
sources, f***l paraphrase contents. 

Enclosed are corrected pages from report of SA ..... . . . . ■■ ■ 

dated • 

Remarks: 


DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED F ROM ; 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


Enc. t 

Bufile 

Urfile 




SEARCHED 

INDPYFn 

SERIALIZED 

nirn 

NOV 2 

1974 

| FBI — MEMPHIS 1 
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) FROM: 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY 
FBI AUTOMATIC declassificat 


70 “ 

■m 


REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 



DATE 


* * 

The following material has been repro- 
duced for excising and revicw^at FBIHQ and/or 
delivery to the House Select Committee on 

CSec C Bufile O 62lll7290j re HSCA request dated^-^g) 
• 


FILE NO. 
SECTION^ 
SERIALS 



throug! 


m * 

(except following serials 
not in file on this date:) 


EBP or BULKY 


• * * 

Number of copies mad£> 


By ’ 


RETAIN THIS FORM 'AS ‘TOP SERIAL 


FBI-Whthers-1050 




WHUJJiJCT! 


IFICAT'IOM AUTHORITY DERIVED FROIf. 
OHATIC RECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 


DATE _ * ’ 

- , . * 

- 

*9 -* * 

The following material has been repro- 
duced for excising and review at FBI**Q and/or 
delivery to the House Select Committee on 

l o.°G2lll7 290 : re HSCA request dated^. £ ±}Q 


FILE KQ ./^O - 70 


SECTION 

m 

SERIALS 


through 


(except following serials 
not in file on this date:) 


EBF or BULICY: 


Humber of copies mad e / • By 

I 

m 

i 

„ nttTAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL 




FBI-Withecs-1051 


ia 



pcwwwgo 


imuji 


-^JJ— -!■ 


^tf CLASSIFICATICl2,1 AUTH0RITY DERIVED Jf 
AUTdHATIC DECLASSIFICATION GU 
^^KlTE 03-08-Z01Z 


REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 


DATE 


^ JJ /9&L 


» I T ' * 

The following material has been repro- 
duced for excising and review at FBIKQ and/or 
delivery to the House Select Conraittee on 

(Sec C Bufiie°62lll7290; re HSCA request dated 
FILE NO - /74-7A I I 

* * * b IT) -4 

SECTION • / 

■ SERIALS through^ 

(except following serials 
not in file on this date:) 


FBF or BULKY 


Hunber of copies mad e 3 y ‘ 

1 

m t 

* * *1 

DETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL 


FBI-Withers-1052 





REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 

- m 

^ CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 

* * • m . * , 

» * . * 

m * ' * - > 

„ •• . • 

BAT B yL IT ' ^ ' L * ' 

* ■ * 

• , * 
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In Reply, Phase Refer to 
File A'o. 



Memphis, Tennessee 
February 20, 1968 


Re: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


On February 19, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Ark in, 

Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that the Sanitation Workers Strike, City of Memphis, 
which began February 12, 1968, continued; ‘and the Union 
which is attempting to represent the Sanitation Workers, 
namely the American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFL-CIO), continues its negotiations with 
the City of Memphis, primarily represented by Mayor Henry < 

Loeb and City Attorney Frank Gianotti. The two factions are 
still far apart as to wages and particularly on the issue 
as to whether or not the city should collect dues by means 
of payroll deductions, said money to be later turned over 
to the Union. 

* 

On the night of February 18, 1968, Jerry Wurf, 
International President of the Union, arrived in Memphis 
and is still in Memphis conducting negotiations on behalf 
■ of the Union. A limited number of new city employees, hired 
since the strike began, are picking up some garbage from 
critical areas in Memphis. There are approximately 150 
people working. Normally, the sanitation crew consists of 
over 1,000 individuals, who are primarily of the Negro race. 

No demonstrations occurred over the weekend 
of February 17 and 18, 1968, nor was there any jamming of 
any of the city telephone lines, including the Police, Fire 
and City Hall telephone lines, as had been originally planned 
by the National Association for the , Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) in Memphis. The NAACP has since decided not 
to attempt to jam the phone lines of the Fire and Police as 
these are emergency numbers. 

li - Bureau* 1 <* 08X* 1 - CW2* 1 - mtH Utp Baalrville* 

X •- 121th Ulf Memphis; X - HX90$ X - Secret Service*’ Mei^ts; «. 

Memphis <157-1092) Sub) <170-40) (XWMm^Z^ 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


To data there have been no boycotts or picketing 
of merchants in a more-or-less secondary boycott operation 
to force the merchants to bring pressure to bear on the 
City of Memphis to settle the strike. 

On the early morning of February 20, 1968, 

Lieutenant Arkin advised that a limited all-night vigil 
was held at the Memphis City Hall on the night of February 
19-20, 1968. The vigil was sponsored by. the NAACP and was 
participated in by the NAACP, by some of 1 its sympathizers, 
and by a few of the sanitation workers. The vigil began at 
6 p.m., February 19, 1968, and ended at approximately 6 a.m. , 
February 20, 1968. There were no arrests and no incidents. 

Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that the Memphis 
Ministerial Association has intervened in the strike attempting 
to get the City and the Union to negotiate and that the Young 
Democrats Club of Shelby County has come out in support of 
the strikers, as have a limited number of Memphis State 
University (MSU) students. 

On February 20, 1968, a first source advised that 
it is indefinite as to whether or not any, of the City Hall 
telephone lines will be jammed and it is also indefinite as 
to if and when the proposed boycotts of merchants will occur. 

On February 19, 1968, a second source advised that 
a mass meeting in support of the strikers occurred Saturday 
night, February 17, 1968, in the Mason Temple operated by the 
Church of God in Christ. This was primarily a rally consisting 
mostly of sanitation workers and some of the Memphis Negro 
ministers who were supporting the strike. Approximately eight 
MSU students were there and indicated that they were supporting 
the strike, two being identified as Susan Macdonald and 
Howard Sidney Chilton III of 145 North Montgomery. 

There were no apparent black power advocates present 
and Reverend W, L. Porter, a minister of the Church of God 
in Christ, emphasized to the audience that this strike was 
strictly economic and under no circumstances should its leaders or 
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supporters allow it to deteriorate into a racial strike 
or .one which.' could become a vehicle for the disruptive 
black, power influences in, the community. 

On February' 20, 1968, Lieutenant. E. H. Arkin 
advised that he had learned from Captain J. G. Ray,^also 
of the Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police Department*, ( 
that during the all-night vigil, mentioned above, during the 
first two hours from 6 to 8 p.m., February '19, "1968', the vigil 
participants.^ were led by Douglas Turner^Howard , Jf , , 
a white male, and wife Brenda Lois Howard, both of 600 
Hughes Street, Memphis, Douglas Howard being an English 
Instructor at MSU; and that during the second two-hour 
period from 8 to 10 p.m., among the leaders were Susan 
Macdonald and Howard Sidney Chilton II I. 

I 

As recently as February 20, 1968, source three 
advised that during the past year Susan Macdonald, a white 
female, and Howard Sidney Chilton III, along with Douglas 
and Brenda Howard, have been among the leaders of the protest 
movement on the MSU campus and that heretofore their primary 
efforts have been to oppose United States .policy in Vietnam 
and- that they -were-among . the . leaders^of ; a iseries of downtown 
Memphis demonstrations beginning April 8, 1967, and continuing 
periodically until October 21, 1967, opposing United States 
policy in Vietnam. This ‘source pointed out that, all of these 
individuals are of the type who would like to exploit any 
situation of contention and use. this as a vehicle to gain 
support from the community for projects in which they might 
become interested. 
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f 


DOUGLAS TURNER HOWARD, JR. , and , 

BRENDA LOIS HOWARD, also known as 
Mrs, Douglas Turner Howard, Jr, 

On December 9, 1966, a fourth source furnished 
original membership cards of the then current 
members of the W. E, B. DuBois Clubs of America 
(DCA) on the west coast. One card read; "Doug and 
Brenda Howard, 1085 Natoma, Phone HE 1-4423, 
student and office clerk, SF State - Bek in Van 
and Storage." 

Also on February 24. 1967. a fifth source advised 
that I I 


It he Howards had 
uvea at 108 b Natoma, san Francisco, Ca 1 if or n ia , 
in 1966 and that Douglas Howard had attended 
San Francisco (SF) State College until June of 1966, 
when he received his. Masters Degree, 


b6 -3 
b7C -3 
b7D -1 


(A characterization of the W. E. B, DuBois Clubs of 
America (DCA) is set forth in the Appendix Section.) 
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1 APPENDIX 

W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBS OP AMERICA (DCA) 

rr- 

A source advised that on October 26-27, 1963, a con- 
ference of members of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), including 
national functionaries, met in Chicago, Illinois, for the purpose 
of setting in motion forces for the establishment of a new national 
Marxist-oriented youth organization which would hunt for the 
most peaceful transition to socialism. The delegates were told that 
it would be reasonable to assume that the young socilists attracted 
into this new organization would eventually pass into the CP 
itself. 


A second' source has advised that the founding convention 
■ for the new youth organization was held from June 19-21, 1964, 
at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which # 

time the name W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America (DCA) was adopted. 
Approximately 500 delegates from throughout the United States 
attended this convention. " 

The second source advised in September, 1966, that 
Mike Zagarell, CPUSA Youth Director, stated that in Negro 
communities the Party still supported the' plan to build "left" 
socialist centers and to solidify the Party base through the 
DCA. This source also advised in September, 1966, that Daniel 
Rubin, CPUSA National Organizational Secretary, stated the Party 
believes the DCA should have a working-class outlook and be a 
mass organization favorable to socialism, socialist countries 
and Marxism, and in April, 1967, advised that Gus Hall, CPUSA 
General Secretary, indicated the DCA primary emphasis should be 
' on developing mass resistance to the draft, 

A third source advised in September, 1967, that Jarvis 
Tyner was elected chairman of the DCA on September 10, 1967, at the 
Third National Convention of the DCA held in New York, New York, 
from September 8-10, 1967. 

A fourth source advised during August, 1967, that Jarvis 
Tyner is a member of the National Committee of the CPUSA. 

A fifth source advised on September 21, 1967, that 
the headquarters of the DCA is located at 34 West 17th Street, 

New York, New York. 


APPENDIX 
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This document contains recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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In Reply » Please Refer to 
File No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
February 20, 1968 

DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DE CLASS IF I CAT I OH GUIDE 
DATE 03-03-Z01Z 


Title* SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 




Character: RACIAL’ MATTERS 


Reference: Memorandum prepared at 

Memphis, Tennessee, dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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FBI 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-03-2012 ! 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTBL 


Date: 2/20/68 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RM 


Re Memphis teletype 2/19/68. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of 
LHM captioned as above* and dated 2/20/68. Copies are being 
disseminated to Regional Offices of Military Intelligence 
and to the U. S. Attorney and U. S. Secret Service, 
both Memphis, Tennessee. 


below: 




Sources utilized in the enclosed LHM are set forth 


Source one 



Source two 


contacted by 


lAwreNcj 


Source three 


contacted by SA LAWRENCE. 


Bureau (Encs.ll) (RM) 

0> Memphis (1 - 157-1092)(1 - 100-662, NAACP) 
^ 170-70 Sub)(l - 134-45 2 Sub) _ 

(I - 170-46. 1 \l - 100-4321 

(1 - 100-4486, 

(1 - 100-4455, 

(1 - 100-4458,, 

(1 — 66-1687 Sub, Dissemination Pile) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
February 24, 1968 


"RE: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Reference is made, $o communication captioned ■ 
as above dated February 23'^' 1968. 

On February 23, 1968, Chief of Police James C, 
Macdonald, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, advised 
that on the afternoon of February 23, 1968, members of 
the Memphis City Council met at Ellis Auditorium with 
approximately 1000 sanitation strikers and supporters 
following which' the .City Council by a nine to four vote 
recommended that 1 the Department of Sanitation employees 
had a right to join a union; to elect union officials of 
their own choosing; to select representatives to negotiate 
for them and bn their behalf; to bo included in Civil 
Service, and that the above should be recognized. The * 
City Council hlso recommended that the workers be provided* 
hospitalization, life insurance coverage, and a uniform 
pension plan alohg with sick leave and uniform vacation 
plan and a meaningful grievance procedure be established 
along with a wage increase of unspecified amount to be 
provided at the earliest possible date. 


The City Council voted against recommending a 
dues check-off for union members following which the 
City Council tiembors left the auditorium and Downing 
Pryor , f chairman of the City Council, stated the public 
address system should bo turned off. This tended to 
antognize the audience following which several inflammatory 
speeches wero'dade. '* 


According to Chief Macdonald and according to 
Source 1, who has furnished reliable information in 
the past, one of the speakers was Tommy Powell, a whi-te 
male, president of AFL-CIO Labor Council, who claimetr^ 
that the City Council had lied to the workers and hadj^ 
let them down. .Powell claimed the union had tried to 
keep this a union matter, but that it is no longer a gm 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


lemphls, Tenn©sse< 
February 26 , 1968 


C£l WOllDmS STRIKE, 


MEMPHIS, M1SSS 


Reference is made 4© Si communicat ion captioned as 
above dated February 24, 31968, 

(to February 25, 1968, Captain J, G, Ray, Inspect ional 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, advised that 
on -Saturday, February 24, 1968, Memphis Attorney Anthony 
Sabella, representing Local 1733, American “Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees (AFL-CIO), the UnibnsGtfg g 
claiming to represent -the striking sanitation workers in 
Memphis, the strike now having gone on for two coat inuoGS!IASi£g| j ^ 
weeks, surrendered Thomas Oliver Jones, President of Local 
1733, after the Police Department had issued -a warrant 
charging Jones with assault with intent to commit murder, " 
disorderly conduct, and night riding in connection w it K'hJea 
his purported attempt to turn over a Memphis Police Department ' 

squad car on Friday afternoon, February 23, 1968, during 
a massive march of sanitation strikers and supporters down 
Main Street in Memphis, Tennessee, 

Jones has been released on bond and Jones, along with 
the i< other- .seven: t strikers who were arrested in connection 
with the attempt to upset t he squad car, has been bound 
over to the state of Tennessee for possible Grand Jury action. 

All of the defendants have waived hearings in 

Memphis City Court. 

The "Press-Scimitar” newspaper, issue of February 24, 

1968, reported- that the City of Memphis on February 24, 1968, 
obtained in Shelby County Chancery Court an injunction signed 
by Chancellor Robert Hoffman against officials of the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFL-CIO), 
aimed at preventing any strike activity. The Injunction does 
not name that the 1,375 Sanitation Department men on strike 
will return to work or that they have to return to work but it 
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does mean that they are In violation of th© Court by 
continuing their strike. Th® gtory continued that if 
officials of the union and others ss&wsd in th® injunction 
part icipat© in any marches or other demonstrations, the 
City can go into Court and th© Chancellor could cite the 
men for Contempt of Court and jail them for up to ten 
days. 


Th® .injunction obtained by Memphis City attorneys 
is directed against Local 1733, along with Jerry Wurf, 
International President; P, J, Ciampa, Field Staff Director; 
William' Lucy; jess© Epps; and Joe Paisley, all of the 
International Staff, It also Includes persons who were 
originally enjoined in a 1966 injunction obtained in 
Chancery Court against the same union including Pete 
Brown, who left th© union after unsuccessful attempts to 
picket the Public Works Department when an injunction was 
granted in 1966 by William Bosenf ield. Acting Chancellor. 

Thomas Oliver Jones was also cited in the 1966 
injunction, along with Nelson Jones, J, L, McClain, Jo© 

Warren, Booker T, Bonds, Oscar Middleton, Lent Willis, 

Alvin Turner, James Jordan, Lee Washington, and Peter Parker, 
all described as agents, representatives and officers of the 
Union. Th© injunction*® bill cites the August 20, 1966, 
union activity and adds information about th© strike which 
started 'two weeks ago and contends that Union officials 
have been carrying on unlawful acts because of th® original 
'injunction. The injunction was issued against engaging in 
a strike against the city, causing, authorising or inducing 
employees to strike against the city, picketing city property, 
and coercing th© city by striking, picketing or other means 
to recognise the Union as bargaining agent. 


Th© sameifesu© of th® paper reported that Reverend 
James Morris Lawson, Jr., Pastor of th© Centenary Methodist 
Church and on© of the strike leaders, stated that th© Memphis 
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Ministers Alii® ae® plans a massive economic boycott against 
some downtown stores in an effort to fore® them to bring 
pressure to bear on the city of Memphis to ®nd the strike. 
The paper reported that .Jerry Fan ion, Shelby. County 
Community Relations 'Director, stated that, "The feeling 
in the Negro community against police us® of Mac® (on 
February 23) is high, " 


The February 25, 1968, issu® of the "Commercial 
Appeal," Memphis, quoted Chancellor Hoffman as saying, 

"No principle of law is more firmly established than the 
principle that public employees do not have the right 
to strike." Chancellor Hoffman also stated that the 
injunction is binding only on persons named as parties 
defendant in the injunction order. 

Also on February 25, 1968,. Captain Ray advised 
that the Ministers Alliance, the spokesman of which is 
Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, met late on February 24, 
1968, at Mason Temple on Mason Street and planned a boycott 
of downtown businesses and their outlying branches, along 
with the two daily newspapers, the ^Press-Scimitar" and the 
"Commercial Appeal," along with Leob's Laundry and Barbecue 
stands, a chain operated by William Loeb, brother of Mayor 
Henry Loeb of the City of Memphis. 

The "Commercial Appeal" issue of February 25, 
1968, reported that at Firestone Hall, strike meeting held 
late on February 24, 1968, Reverend Harold Middlebrook 
called for "taking to the streets" in defiance of the 
injunction and called for the "filling of the jails," 

At this meeting an undercover Negro officer of the Memphis 
’Police .Department was discovered by the strikers, was. 
captured by them, taken to the stage and exhibited to the 
audience, and his revolver and Mace canister taken from 
him. He was then led from the Hall and turned over to 
awaiting police officers outside. Some. of the Negro women 
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present helped to protect hin from strikers who threatened 
to do him bodily harm. He was not hart. To date there 
have been no arrests made in connection with this incident. 

On February 25, 1968, Captain Ray advised that 
Memphis Negro Ministers on February 25, 1968, called for 
daily marches in support of the strike to commence btf 
10 a,m,, CST, February 26, 1968, in downtown Memphis, this 
being the first one. 

He stated that the police will permit this march 
but will be forced to make arrests if the marchers violate 
any of the local laws. 

Also on the night of February 24, 1968, Captain 
Ray advised that a reliable individual had received infor- 
mation to the effect that some of the strike leaders, 
possibly Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, who was one of 
the original founders of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee ( SNCC) at Shaw College, Raleigh, North Carolina, 
in 1960 and who has maintained close liaision with SNCC 
officials since that time, was attempting to bring Stokely 
Carmichael, renowned black power activist and agitator 
and former National Chairman of SNCC, to Memphis, Tennessee, 
to help out with the strike and was ux^Lng him to bring 30 
or more of his supporters to Memphis to help out with the 
strike. 


Captain Ray stated that it was also learned that 
Reverend Lawson had sent communications over the weekend of 
February 24-25, 1968, to some 200 individuals in Memphis and 
also throughout the United States, urgli^them to physically 
come to Memphis and support the strike and to obtain financial 
support for the strike. 

Information received from FBI Headquarters, 
Washington, D. C. , on the night of February 24, 1968, 
revealed that Stokely Carmichael was last known to be in 
Los Angeles, California, and would in all probability be 
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there over the weekend of February 24-25, 1968, and 
was scheduled to be in Cincinnati, Ohio, Monday, February 26, 
1968, and thereafter would probably go to New York City to help 
raise funds to support the indicted current SNCC Chairman, 

H, Rapp Brown. 

On the a.m. of February 26, 1968, Captain J, G. 

Ray, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised 
that Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., had just advised 
the Police Department that a march-planning meeting was in 
progress at Claiborn Temple, AMR Church, 280 Hernando; 
that the march, in support of the strikers, would commence 
at 11 a.m. , February 26, 1968. He stated that the march 
would proceed west on Beale Street to Main Street and 
north on Main to Memphis City Hall at Adams and Main, a 
distance of about one and one-half miles. The marchers, 
estimated by Reverend Lawson to be 150 in number, will 
remain on the sidewalks and walk single file on the sidewalks. 
After reaching City Hall, the Marchers will return to 
Claiborn Temple via the same route. 

On February 25 and 26, 1968, sources one through 
seven, who are familiar with many facets of the strike, the 
NAACP and the incipient SNCC-oriented black power movement 
in Memphis, all advised that they have learned of no SNCC 
people who : are coming to Memphis with regard to the strike. 

Captain Ray advised that his agency, as well as 
the Tennessee Highway Patrol (THP), has received unverified 
reports to the effect that two bearded, natural hair-do 
male Negroes came to Memphis over the weekend of February 24- 
25, 1968, to meet with Local 1733 President Thomas Oliver 
Jones and plan to assassinate Mayor Henry Loeb. Jones 
has moved from Linden Lodge and his current whereabouts is 
not known. The Memphis Police Department is affording pro- 
tection to Mayor Loeb. 

Captain Ray added that numerous rumors have 
also been received to the ,-ef feet that various black powerites 
and participants in riots in other cities are coming to Memphis 
to exploit the strike. To date he said these stories are 
unverified. 
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Special Agents of the FBI and representatives 
of the Memphis Police Department observed approximately 
90 to 100 individuals, all Negroes with the exception of 
a few whites, and about half of whom were carrying 
placards, leave Claiborn Temple, 280 South Hernando, 
at approximately 10:50 a.m. , February 26, 1968. This 
group remained on the sidewalk, walked west on Beale Street 
to Main where they split into two lines, on© line walking on 
the east sidewalk and the other line walking on the west 
sidewalk, still remaining in single-file order. Some of 
the placards being carried by the marchers read as 
follows: 

”Stay Away — No Shopping Today” 

♦•Keep Your Money in Your Pocket” 

•Decency and Dignity for Sanitation Workers” 

tf H m lift 1 43 4* r|A M 

”King Henry (Loeb) , We Will Not Turn Back. •• 

The group proceeded in an orderly fashion .north 
on Main Street, on which is located the predominate' number 
of downtown stores, and arrived at City Hall, located on 
Main at Adams, shortly prior to noon. At this point the 
marchers changed positions, the ones on the east side moving 
to the west side and the ones on the west side moving to the 
east, following which they returned to Claiborn Temple via 
the same route, again remaining in single-file position. 

Ttab march was led by Baxton Bryant, Executive 
Director of the Tennessee Council on Human Relations, a 
private organisation which has interested itself in various 
racial disputes in Tennessee during the past few years. 
Accompanying Bryant was Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr. , 
Pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, a Negro 
male. 
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The only known young black power member or 
advocate was observed to be Samuel Carter, a Le Moyne 
College student, who has been identified by source one 
as one of the small group of Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) oriented group at LeMoyne College, 

Approximately 20 to 25 of the marchers were 
women; others appeared to be teenagers and from dress 
and mannerisms obviously were not sanitation workers. 

i 

Preceding and during the march, some of the 
participants passed out handbills, stating that the objective 
of the march was to obtain "justice and jobs" and urged the 
reader to stay away from all downtown stores and their 
outlying branches; to stay away from all establishments 
connected with members of the City Council; and to stay 
away from any business with the name "Loeb" on it. 

It urged the reader to purchase no new clothes for Easter 
and> to cancel the reader's subscriptions to the "Commercial 
Appeal" and "Press-Scimitar, " the two daily newspapers in 
Memphis owned by the Scripps-Howard newspaper ctein. 

It urged the reader to not even read the paper. It further 
urged the reader to attend nightly mass meetings which would 
be held indefinitely. It instructed all marchers to be 
peaceful and nonviolent and to ignore hecklers. It 
instructed them that if they were arrested they did not 
have to say anything other than to furnish their names, 
addresses, and ages, and reminded them that they were 
entitled to ask for a lawyer. 

This bulletin announced that future mass meetings 
would be held as follows: 


i 
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Monday, February 26, 1968, 

7:30 p.m. at Claiborn Temple, 

Tuesday, February 27, 1968, 

7:30 p.m, at St, Paul Baptist Church, 

McLemore at Greenwood, 

Wednesday, February 28, 1968, 

7:30 p.m. at St. James AMB Church, 

600 North Fourth, 

REVEREND JAMBS MORRIS LAWSON 

On May 9, 1967, source eight advised that on a 
WHBQ-TV panel discussion on Sunday, April 30, 1967, 

Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, Negro male, 

Pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, 
and who has been a leader in April, 1967, demonstrations 
in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam, 
was asked by Panelist Clark Porteous, "Press-Scimitar” 
Reporter, if he, Lawson, was a Communist. Lawson replied 
that he was not a member of the Communist Party, but 
he felt that the Communist program had many good points 
and much to offer the United States. 

The first source advised that Reverend James Morris 
Lawson was one of the original founders of SNCC in 
1960 and has since that time been considered as a leader 
in so-called nonviolent tactics, and source recalled 
that constantly during April, May, June, and July, 1967, 
Lawson regularly participated as a leader in demonstrations 
in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam. 
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As recently as February 23, 1968, source 
one advised that Lawson was preparing to stake a 
trip to Chechoslovakia, a Communist country. 

On the game date, source nine advised that Lawson 
had stated on that date that he planned to leave 
the United States at New York, New York, March 28, 
1968, to go to Belgium, Germany, and the Prague, 
Chechoslovakia, where he would be a delegate to 
a Christian Peace Conference. The * date of the 
Conference is not known but was presumed by source 
nine to he probably in late March or early April, 
1968. 


The pertinent information regarding the planning 
of the march and other details set forth here in detail were 
orally furnished to William Bray, 111th Military Intelligence, 
Memphis, and to Captain J. G. Ray, Inspect ional Bureau, 
Memphis Police Department. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it ami its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Memphis, Tennessee 
February 27, 1968 


Re; SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE,. 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


The sanitation strike in Memphis, Tennessee, which 
commenced February 12, 1968, continues and on the late 
afternoon of February 26, 1968, Special 'Agents of the 
FBI and representatives of the Memphis Police Department 
observed a second march of strike sympathizers which began 
at Clayborn Temple AMS Church, 280 South Hernando, Memphis, 
and proceeded by foot west on Beale Street from Hernando 
to Main Street, and north on Main Street to the City Hall 
at Adams and Main Street, whereupon the marchers retraced 
their steps returning to the Temple where the march terminated. 
Approximately 122 people participated, some of whom were 
identified as sanitation workers by representatives of the 
Police Department and representatives of the Press, although 
it is not known that any union officials who have been named 
in the injunction obtained by the* City of Memphis in Chancery 
Court on Saturday, February 24, 1968, were involved. 


There were no incidents and no arrests. 

Prominently observed in the march were such 1 ' 
leaders of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) as Executive Secretary Maxine 
Smith and President Jesse Turner, Also prominently leading 
the strike marchers was Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, 
Pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church and Baxton Bryant, 
Executive Secretary of the Tennessee Council on Human Relations, 
a private inter-racial race relations organization with head- 
quarters at Nashville, Tennessee. 


On the late night of February 26, 1968, a first 
source advised that a meeting of strike sympathizers attended 1 
by some 1300 people including many strikers met on the night 
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of February 26, 1968, in Clayborn Temple and tint Or, Ralph 
Jackson, Negro male, head of the Minimum Salary Department 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the headquarters 
of which is next door to the Temple, directed a solicitation 
of money for the strikers and some $1590,00 was collected. 

At the meeting Jerry Wurf, President of the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFL- 
CIO) from Washington, D, C., urged solidarity of the 
strikers and solidarity of the black community to back 
them. Other speakers who urged similar unity were 
Reverend Henry Logan Starks, Pastor of St. James AME 
Church, 600 North Fourth Street, and Presidentfof the 
Memphis Ministerial Alliance, a Negro Ministerial group 
in Shelby County, Tennessee, which includes Memphis, 

When Reverend Starks asked Reverend M. D, 

Blackburn, Pastor of Clayborn Temple, who is a white 

man, to give the benediction, instead, of giving the benediction, 

according to source one, Blackburn called' upon his ^"friend" 

John Burrell Smith, a male Negro and student at Owen College, 
a Negro junior college in Memphis, Tennessee. Smith thereafter 
made a fiery and impassioned speech, in which he poked fun 
at such people as Reverend Starks and Dr, Jackson, ministers 
of the gospel, saying that all of their praying would not 
solve the strike or not get justice for the Negro. Smith 
referred to the Negro as the "black man." Smith began 
by complaining that the city which is operating "scab" 
garbage crews on a limited scale during the strike of the 
sanitation workers, is picking up garbage in the white 
areas of Bast Memphis but will not pick up garbage in 
South Memphis which is an all-black area. He urged that 
the people in South Memphis should take their garbage and 
place it in the streets and create traffic and health 
hazards by so doing. He also urged people to take their 
garbage to the Memphis .City :Hall and dump it and then said, 
"We*ve got to do some fighting." He said, "We*re not going 
to do it all unless we fight. We must fight the power 
structure, whether it is Henry Loe.b (Mayor of Memphis) or 
Richard Nixon (former Vice President of the' United States)." 
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He stated that when Henry Loeb refused to negotiate 
with the' sanitation workers that he began a tremendous 
problem in the City of Memphis, He stated that the city 
has too many police policing the sanitation strike and 
that all the police are working for is the white power 
structure* that they will not represent the black man; 
and concluded this remark by saying, "You'd better get 
some guns." He said, "Get your guns. You're going to 
need them before this is over. You can't pray your way 
out . " 


Following Smith's speech. Reverend Starks 
apologized to the audience for the remarks of Smith and 
emphasized to the audience that Smith was speaking as an 
individual and not on behalf of the various groups which 
are supporting the strike, 

Reve.rend Blackburn made some comment to the 
effect that he agreed with and supported the remarks 
made by John Burrell Smith, 

It was announced at the meeting that strike 
supporters and sympathizers would congregate at Clayborn 
Temple prior to 1 p.m. , Tuesday, February 27, 1968, 
following which they would march from Hernando to Beale 
Street, from Beale to Main, and up Main to the City Hall 
in time to attend en masse the regularly scheduled meeting 
of the Memphis City Council, a body of 13 men and women, 
which was scheduled to meet at 2j30 p.m,, February 27, 1968, 
This is the only march scheduled for February 27, 1968, 

On the early morning of February 27, 1968, a 
second source corroborated in detail information furnished 
by source one, adding that the meeting at Clayborn Temple 
had been peaceful and quiet until Reverend M. D. Blackburn 
was asked by Reverend Starks to give the benediction. 

When this was done Blackburn took the microphone and 
instead of giving the benediction stated, "I see Brother 
John Smith is here and I'd better let him speak a few words," 
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whereupon John Staith made his talk, stating substantially 
what source one quoted above. In addition. Smith, according 
to source two, stated that 'Ur. Loeb (Henry Loeb) ain’t 
going to do nothing. He picks up garbage out East 
(white section of town) and is not picking up down South 
(black section of town),” He then urged the people to 
place their garbage in the streets and in their front 
yards. He stated, ”We have to get some guns,” He also 
said, "Don’t think you can do anything with all this army 
of police,” Source two stated that Smith did not call 
for actual fighting of the police but still emphasized 
on several occasions that the black people, or Negroes, 
should obtain guns. He was vague as to what he expected^ 
them to do with the guns after obtained, John Smith 
made a statement referring to the ministers, "You 
preachers do the praying and we’ll do the other work,” 

He did not elaborate in this regard, 

John Smith after speaking was followed by Reverend 
Blackburn who told the audience that he personally was going 
to bring his "bag of garbage”to the council meeting on 
February 27, 1968, and the decide what he would do with 
it after reaching tte council meeting. Source two interpreted 
this as a subtle appeal for the audience to bring their 
garbage and dump it in the City Hall, He then stated, 

"Bring some bags with you and then we'll decide what to do 
with them, ” ' 

Source two stated that John B. Smith had two or 
three individuals with him who were obvious black power 
advocates, pointing out that Smith' and his followers wear 
natural Afro hair-dob, dark glasses, and some*^wear amulets 
around their necks. 
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Source two pointed out that John Burrell 
Smith has been a self-identif ied leader of an incipient 
black power movement and by Smith's admission, this 
is oriented toward the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) in Memphis, Tennessee, and. has been in 
this capacity since around July of 1967, Source two stated 
that Smith has become a highly controversial figure in 
Memphis, that he got considerable newspaper publicity 
during the Summer of 1967 when he was closely associated 
with Coby Vernon Smith, male Negro, current Southwestern 
College at Memphis student, and with Charles Laver n Cabbage, 
former student Morehouse College, Atlanta, Georgia, and 
a native Memphian, and that the three were identified 
in the press as leaders of the black power movement in 
Memphis, Tennessee, 

Source two stated that Cabbage and John Smith , 
are in his considered opinion the current leaders of the 
black power movement in Memphis, Source two pointed out 
that Smith has recently received some newspaper publicity 
in Memphis by attempting to lead a movement on the part 
of students at the two Negro colleges, Owen and LeMoyne, 
to oppose a planned merger of these two schools beginning 
in September, 1968; that Smith has not been too successful 
in this regard; nor has he been successful in his efforts 
to build an Afro-American group, a subsidiary of his black 
power movement^ at Owen College. 

He is, according to source two, a publicity seeker 
and is obviously using the sanitation strike as a vehicle 
to gain followers for his black power movement. Source two 
does not feel that the leaders of the strike supporters, 
such as Henry Logan Starks and Dr, Jackson, will allow 
Smith and his followers to gain a foothold in the leadership 
of the strike. 
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Hie above information was immediately furnished 
to Lieutenant E. H, Arkin, Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, and to Chief of Police James C. Macdonald 
and to William Bray, 111th Military Intelligence Group, 

Third Army, Memphis, Tennessee. 

On the early afternoon of February 27, 1967, 
Special Agents of the FBI and representatives of the Memphis 
Police Department observed approximately 300 sympathizers 
march from Clayborn Temple to Memphis City Hall and also 
approximately 300 apparent strikers arrive at City Hall from 
the Firestone Union Hall where they had held a Union meeting 
earlier. 


Their purpose, according to Lieutenant E, H. Arkin, 
Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, was to present 
to the City Council which is in session on the afternoon of 
February 27, 1967, their demands for settlement of the 
sanitation strike. Lieutenant Arkin pointed out, along with 
newsmen Joseph Sweat, Jr., of the Memphis "Commercial Appeal," 
and Clark Porteous of the Memphis "Press-Scimitar," that 
if the City Council does not give them satisfaction in their 
demands they may engage in an all-night sit-in in the City Council 
chambers which holds 407 spectator seats. 

On arrival at the City Hall, all 407 spectator 
seats were occupied by strikers and sympathizers and another 
approximately 200 strikers and sympathizers stood in the 
City Hall lobby adjacent to the City Council chambers where 
the Council arranged for them to listen to the Council proceedings 
via a public address system. 

Later on the afternoon of February 27, 1967, the 
City Council recessed while the 23 union officials and members 
named in the original injunction against the strikers 
February 24, 1968, by Chancery Court Chancellor Robert Hoffman 
appeared in Chancellor Hoffman's Court where he was to decide 
whether or not to hold any or all of these Union members and 
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officials in contempt. 

Mr. Porteous stated that Chancellor Hoffman 
had received information that some Union officials and 
members named in the indictment had allegedly attended 
and possibly spoke at some of the meetings and rallies 
recently held in support of the strike. 

Lieutenant Arkin stated that the current feeling 
is that the Police Department will not attempt to make any 
mass arrests or mass evictions if the spectators refuse to . 
leave the City Council chambers when the City Hall normally 
closes following the termination of the Council meeting. 

At, approximately 4:30 p.m,, February 27, 1968, 
after a recess the City Council reconvened, at which time 
Jerry Wurf, International President of the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFL-CIO), made a 
plea to the Council for the check-off of Union dues in any 
subsequent settlement with the City and the sanitation strikers. 
He .concluded his remarks shortly after 5 p.m,, at which time 
Downing Pryor, President of the City Council, adjourned the 
meeting and all of the spectators peacefully left the City 
Council chambers and the City Hall, 

No announcement's were made concerning any subsequent 
planned demonstrat ions . 

During the late afternoon of February 27, 1968, 
self-admitted Memphis black power leaders connected with the 
Black Organizing Power (BOP), a self-admitted Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (£NCC) oriented group, namely Charles 
Laverne Cabbage and John B. Smith, were observed in the Council 
hall, along with various of their followers who were observed 
by FBI Agents to include Charles Ballard, Charles Harrington, 
Donney Delaney and Verdell Brooks and Clinton Roy Jamerson, 
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This group made no effort to speak during the 
Council meeting and sat as observers. Following the meeting 
Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, was observed to contact 
Charles Laverne Cabbage and they left the Council chambers 
and the City Hall together. 

REVEREND JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR . 

On May 9 , 1967, source one advised that on a 
WHBQ-TV panel discussion on Sunday, April 30, 1967, 

Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., Negro male, 

Pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, 
and who has been a leader in April, 1967, demonstrations 
in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam, 
was asked by Panelist Clark Porteous, "Press-Scimitar" 
Reporter, if he, Lawson, was a Communist. Lawson replied 
that he was not a member of the Communist Party but 
he felt that the Communist program had many good points 
and much to offer the United States. 

The second source advised that Reverend James 
Morris Lawson was one of the original founders of SNCC 
in 1960 and has since that time been considered as a leader 
in so-called nonviolent tactics, and source recalled 
that constantly during April, May, June and July, 1967, 
Lawson regularly participated as a leader in demonstrations 
in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam, 

As recently as February 23, 1968, source two 
advised that Lawson was preparing to make a 
trip to Czechoslovakia, a Communist country. 

On the same' date, source three advised that Lawson 
had stated on that date that he planned to leave the 
United States at New York, New York, March 28, 1968, to 
go to Belgium, Germany, and the Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
where he would be a delegate to a Christian Peace 
Conference. The date of the Conference is not known 
but was presumed by source nine to be probably in 
late March or early April, 1968. 
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Also on February 27, 1968, Ton Barber, Reporter, 
"Press-Scimitar" newspaper, Memphis, who covered the 
hearing before Chancellor Robert Hoffman, mentioned above, 
stated that on the motion of Union Attorney Anthony Sabella, 
Judge Hoffman postponed the hearing on possible charges of 
contempt against Union leaders and others named in his 
original injunction until Friday, March 1, 1968. 

* 1 ’ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Memphis, Tennessee 
February 27, 1968 


Title; SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Character: RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference: Memorandum prepared at 

Memphis, Tennessee, dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your**agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
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and LHM dated 2/26/68. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies 
of LHM captioned and dated as above. 
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Memphis; U, S. Secret Service, Memphis; and to Regional 
Offices of Military Intelligence. 
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Source two is 


(requested his identity be protected). 

The above sources furnished information to SA WILLIAM 
H. LAWRENCE. 

Memphis will follow and report pertinent 
activities. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 

February 28, 1968 


Re* SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 


Reference is made to the memorandum dated February 27, 
1968, regarding captioned matter. 

On the morning of February 28, 1968, Chief of Police 
James C. Macdonald, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that he knew 
of no specific marches planned for February 28, 1968, 
in support of the sanitation workers strike in Memphis which 
began February 12, 1968. He stated that fairly, reliable 
information had been received to indicate that if the strike 
is not settled by Sunday, March 3, 1968, that many of the 
Negro ministers in Memphis, particularly those affiliated with 
the Memphis Ministerial Alliance, an organization to which 
many Negro ministers belong, would lead volunteers from their 
respective congregations in a downtown rally or memorial on 
that date in support of the sanitation strike. 

On February 28, 1968, a first source advised that 
there is a possibility that a march would take place at 3 p.m, , 
February 28, 1968, from Clayborn Temple over the usual downtown 
route to the Memphis City Hall if enough volunteers could be 
obtained. The weather was inclement with a cold rain and 
> in addition possible snow was predicted for later in the day. 
This source who is fairly close to the over-all strategy in 
support of the strike stated that considerable jealousy exists 
among the leaders of the various movements supporting the strike 
and that it now appears that the Negro faction generally 
gravitating around the Unity League, headed by O. Z, Evers, 
a Negro, self employed as an exterminator in Memphis, is rapidly 
losing its influence to a small faction connected with the 
Memphis Ministerial Alliance, the main spokesmen for which 
appears to be Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., and Dr. Ralph 
Jackson, The source pointed out that the National 
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which has done copious organizational work and leg work 
in connection with supporting the strike, is gradually 
losing control to the Ministerial Alliance. For example, 
the NAACP leaders have been bitterly opposed to any part 
which the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 
oriented black power ites, represented by Charles L, Cabbage, 

John Burrell Smith, and their associates, might play in 
the strike but as recently as Sunday, February 25, 1968, 
source learned, reliably, that the black power youths are 
being brought into the strike by the Ministerial Alliance 
not necessarily for the purpose of creating obstructions or 
violence, but to form an alliance with them in order to -keep 
them under control and to use their limited influence. ' ,, 

Source one stated that this strategy had already backfired 
when John Burrell Smith urged Memphis Negroes to obtain guns 
for possible future use of an undescribed nature, making 
said comment at a strike rally sponsored by the Ministerial 
Alliance on the night of February 26, 1968. 

Source one feels' that Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., 
Pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, and Reverend Malcolm 
D. Blackburn, a white male. Pastor of the Clayborn Temple 
African Methodist Episcopal (AMB) Church, the only known 
white minister of a Negro church in Memphis, are possibly 
responsible for any injection of the black power followers, 
small in number, into the strike. * 

(The' ’’Commercial Appeal” newspaper, issue of 
April 10, 1967, in a story on page 5, captioned, "Misery 
Has Company of Strong Faith," by Reporter Barney DuBois, 
reported that Reverend M. D. Blackburn, then age 39, 
a native of Canada and formerly connected with the Stewardship 
Department of the National Council of Churches in New York, 
had taken over the pastorship of the Clayborn Temple after 
having worked for some time as Stewardship Field Secretary 
of the AME Church.) 

Source one stated that he had been reliably 
informed that John B. Smith and possibly other black 
powerites had attended strategy meetings of the 
strike sympathizers at Clayborn Temple on the night of 
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February 26 and possibly February 27, 1968, Source one 
hopes that some of the more understanding and common-sense 
motivated Negro ministers in the Alliance will exert 
sufficient control over the black powerites to prevent 
their engaging in any untoward action which could lead to 
violence and which could lead to loss of support of the strike 
on the part of the Negro populace in Memphis, 

On February 28, 1968, a second source advised 
that this source had been reliably informed by one extremely 
close to the strategy session of the strike sympathizers 
that Malcolm O, Blackburn is the one who brought John B. 

Smith and his black power associates into the strike scene. 
This source stated that Blackburn is most domineering and 
has a violent temper and in source *s considered opinion is 
not sincere in wanting to help the members of the Negro 
race but is more interested in. inflating his own ego and in .. 
operating in a paternalistic manner. 

This source pointed out that some of the Negro 
leaders in Memphis have pointed out that the sanitation 
strike is merely a forerunner of other strikes and racial 
activity to occur in Memphis in future months , 

The source elaborated that on February 27, 1967, 
the Memphis Housing Authority rejected a request of the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
(AFL-CIO) when the latter Union requested that it be 
recognized as a representative for 113 Memphis Housing 
Authority maintenance men. 

The next strike activity will probably center there 
and thereafter the Negro leaders plan to demand raises and 
better working conditions in the Memphis City hospitals. 

Source two added that Memphis currently operates four 
hospitals, namely, John Gaston Hospital, B. H, Crump 
Hospital, Gailor Hospital and Collins Chapel Hospital, 
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These four hospitals combined employ several thousand people, 
a large number, particularly in the lower-paying jobs, being 
members of the Negro race. 

On February 28, 1968, a third source advised that 
at a strategy meeting of the strike supporters held 
on the night of February 27, 1968, at St. Paul’s Baptist 
Church, Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, called for the 
formation of a large ’’mobilization of students” from colleges 
and some high schools who would on a mass .basis march, 
physically carry out picketing of downtown and outlying.<merchants 
in an effort to force them to support the strike effort, and 
to engage in song fests calculated to stimulate emotional 
interest in support of the strike. Also Lawson and the 
Ministerial Alliance group called for a meeting at Clayborn 
Temple at 3 p,ra., February 28, 1968, of volunteers who would 
thereafter arrange to feed meals voluntarily to members of 
the strikers’ families, many of whom are now virtually poverty 
stricken. Another strategy meeting of the Ministerial Alliance 
was to be held earlier on February 28, 1968, at 1 p.m, 
ostensibly at Clayborn Temple. 

All of the above information upon receipt was 
furnished to the 111th Military Intelligence Group, Third 
Army, Memphis, and to Capt&in Jewell G, Ray and Chief of , 

Police James. C. Macdonald of the Memphis Police Department. 
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On May 9, 1967, source four advised" that on a- 
WHBQ-TV Panel Discussion on Sunday, April 30, ’ 1967, 
Reverend Janes Morris Lawson, Jr,, Negro male, 

Pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, 
and who has been a leader in April, 1967, demonstrations 
in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam, 
was asked by Panelist Clark Porteous, "Press-Scimitar" 
Reporter, if he, Lawson, was a Communist, Lawson replied 
that he was not a member of the Communist Party, but 
he felt that the Communist program had many good points 
and much to offer the United States, 

Source five advised that Reverend James Morris 
Lawson was one of the original founders of SNCC in 
1960 and has since that time been considered as a leader, 
in so-called nonviolent tactics and source recalled 
that constantly during April, May, June and July, 1967, 
Lawson regularly participated as a leader in demonstra- 
tions in Memphis opposing United States policy in Vietnam, 

As recently as February 23, 1968, source five 
advised that Lawson was preparing to make a trip to 
Czechoslovakia, a Communist country, 

* 

On the same date, source six advised that Lawson 
had stated on that date that he planned to leave the 
United States at New York, New York, March 28, 1968, 
to go to Belgium, Germany, and the Prague, 

Czechoslovakia, where he would be a delegate to a 
Christian Peace Conference, The date of the Conference 
is not known but was presumed by source six to be 
probably in late March or early April, 1968. 
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Beginning at about 3:30 p.m, , February 28, 1968, 

Special Agents of the FBI and representatives of the Memphis 
Police Department observed approximately 100 strike sympathizers, 
primarily middle-aged and elderly Negro women, led by Reverend 
James Morris Lawson, Jr, ; Reverend Malcolm D, Blackburn; and 
Reverend Richard Moon, Director of the Westminster, House, a 
Presbyterian student center at Memphis State University, 

This group marched from Clayborn Temple on the sidewalk in 
downtown Memphis to the City Hall from which point they returned 
to Clayborn Temple, No known incidents occurred and no 
known arrests occurred, 

During the march a seventh source, who is close 
to the strike situation, advised that the march was sponsored 
by the Memphis Ministerial Alliance, a group of Negro ministers, 
and that they will sponsor daily marches until the strike is 
settled. This group is adopting for the purposes of the strike 
the name Community on the Move for Equality (COME). 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


6 * 


FBI-Withers-1251 




/ 


DES«AESIFICATIOII AUTHO El « RIVED FEOH: 
feoiIATIC DECLASSIFIcWlON GUIDE 






FBI 

Date: 2/28/68 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 


Via 


AIRTEL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RM 


Re teletype and Letterhead Memorandum to Bureau 
from Memphis 2/27/68, 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of 
a letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above. 

Copies are being furnished to U. S, Attorney and Secret 
Service, Memphis, and to Regional Offices of Military 
Intelligence, 


Source one is 


Source two is f 


Source three IsIZZ 


b6 -2 
b7C -2 


3^- Bureau (Encs.ll) 

- Memphis 

(1 - 157-1092) 

(1 - 100-662, NAACP) 

(1 - 157-556, Possible Racial violence, Major Urban Areas) b7D 
(1 - 157-109 . SNCC) , 

(1 - 170-46. 1 I L 

ho -2,4 
b7C -2,4 

1 - 157-927 J 
1 - 170-98 . * 



.Cl - 66-1687 Sub, Dissemination) 
o' - 170-70 S ph. ME 338 -R (Ghetto) 

i 


(1 - 100-448 
WHLtgmh (13)jf5/^ 

roved: . 

Special Ag J 



b7D 




.MLIbPer- 
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MS 157-1092 


b6 -2 
b7C -2 



All of the above sources furnished information to 
SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE. 


Memphis will follow and report pertinent activities. 
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DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DE CLASS IF I CAT I OH GUIDE 
DATE 02-23-2012 



In Reply* Please Refer to 
File No* 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
February 29 ,' 1968 


Re: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 


Reference is made to a communication captioned as 
above and dated February 28, 1968. 


The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of 
February 29, 1968, Memphis, Tennessee, reported that in an 
effort to end the sanitation workers strike in Memphis which 
began February 12, 1968, Mayor Henry Loeb of Memphis is 
sending a letter to all sanitation workers explaining that 
a strike of public employees is illegal; that this is a 
nation governed by laws and as Mayor he gave an oath to 
uphold the law; and that as a pre-condition to any re- 
arrangement, of wages and working conditions, the strike 
must end. He also stated that after this condition is 
met, he would sit down with representatives of the employees 
of the Public Works Department which is the body of the 
City of Memphis under which the sanitation workers are 
employed. Ho pointed out that he had recommended to the 
City Council a salary increase of 8$ per hour. He pointed out 
that he recognized and respected the right of each of the 
striking employees to join a union and to pay dues to a union 
of their choosing. He pointed out that the city is offering 
health, hospitalization and life insurance to all employees, 
including the sanitation workers. He pointed out that all 
• city employees, including sanitation workers, would receive 
two weeks' paid vacation after one year service and after the 
tenth year each employee would receive three weeks' paid 
vacation and after the fifteenth year, four weeks' paid 
vacation. He further pointed out that uniform sick leave 
would bo made standard for all city employees. He stated 
that he would make efforts to place all sanitation workers 
under Civil Service with Civil Service rules to govern 
promotions, hiring, and dismissal procedures. 


The same issue of the paper in a story on 
reported that about 30 Negro high school and college gt.u dents 
met at the Centenary Methodist Church (pastored by Revel 
James Morris Lawson, Jr j, on the night of February , 
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I OH AUTHO RI T E RIVED FROM: 
jTT&l AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
r DATE 02-23-2012 


Transmit the following in 


A IRTEL 


FBI 


Date: 2/29/68 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing f 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RM 


Re Memphis teletype and letterhead memorandum 2/28/68* 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of 
a letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above. Copies 
are being furnished to the U. S. Attorney and Secret Service, 
Memphis, and to Regional Offices of Military Intelligence. 


Source one is| 

information to SA WILLIAM' H, LAWRRNi 


, who furnished 


Source two is |_ 
Memphis 100-4394) . 

Source three is 


(New York 134-9382A-9J, 


Source four is l 

who requested his identity be protected. be - 

b7C 

3 - Bureau (Bncs.ll) ^ 

{ft- Memphis (1 - 157-1092) 

(l - 100-556, Possible Racial Violence Major Urban Areas) 
(1 - 100-662 . NAACP) , 


J 


(1- 170-49,1 

(D- 170-70 Sub. 1 
(1 - 170-16, 

(1 - 170-98, I 

(1 - 157-109, ,MCj 
(1 - 100-4528, 

(1 - 157-957, 

(1 - 100-4394, 

(1 - 100-4486, 


ietto 


Q 

b6 - 2,4 « 

b7C -2 , 4.. 



dal Agent in Charge 
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Sources three and four, above, also furnished 
information to SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE, 


Memphis will follow and report pertinent activities. 
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* TY DERIVED FROM: 

CATION GUIDE 

TE 0Z-Z3-Z01Z 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply* PUate Refer to 
File No* 


Memphis, Tennessee 
March 1, 1968 


Re: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Beginning at approximately 4 p,m, , February 29, 
1968, Special Agents of tte FBI and representatives of the 
Memphis Police Department observed another sympathy march 
sponsored by the Memphis Ministerial Alliance, a group 
of Negro ministers in Memphis, Tennessee, supporting the 
sanitation workers strike which began February 12, 1968, 

This march which began at Clayborn Temple proceeded from 
the Temple into downtown Memphis and down Main Street 
to Court Square where the marchers who walked single file 
on the sidewalks retraced their steps returning to Clayborn 
Temple, A very f ew of the marchers walked back and forth 
in front of a few select downtown stores in an effort to 
picket the stores as a boycott urging citizens not to 
patronize the stores in order to bring economic pressure 
to bear through the storeowners on the Memphis City, 
administration, to settle the strike. 

The pickets who were originally scheduled to remain 
until 9 p,m., when the stores closed on Thursday night, 
dropped out before 6 p.m. 


On the late night of February 29, 1968, a 
first source advised that a meeting sponsored by the Ministerial 
Alliance was held in the Mount Pisgah CMS (Christian Methodist 
Episcopal) Church, 2490 Park Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, in the 
heart of the Orange Mound Negro area of East Memphis. This 
church is pastored by Reverend Edward L, Brown, Approximately 
500 people were in attendance including several nuns a^d 
representatives of the Catholic Church, representativ 
an inter-racial group known as the Catholic Council o 
Human Relations, representatives of another inter -rac 
private group in the State of Tennessee known as the 
Tennessee Council on Human Relations, along with var 
key representatives of the NAACP; the Unity League, a 
Negro political organization; and many of the members 
the Ministerial Alliance, 
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Reverend Ralph Jackson, also known as Or. H. Ralph 
Jackson of the AMB Church, Minimum Salary Division, was 
the main speaker. The primary purpose of the meeting was 
to raise funds. 

While the meeting was in progress, a white traffic 
patrolman of the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
according to source, began issuing numerous parking tickets 
to various automobiles parked in the immediate vicinity 
of the church, whereupon the pastor. Reverend Edward L. 
Brown, Mount Pisgah CMS Church, the host pastor, came out 
and talked to the white officer, whose name was understood 
to be Carter. Brown tried to explain to Carter that the 
giving of such a large number of tickets would tend to 
infuriate those inside; that the Negro ministers in Memphis 
were sincerely working toward trying to keep the strike 
in a peaceful, nonviolent vein; and that the issuance of 
the tickets would probably constitute a general hatred on 
the part of the strike supporters and the Negro community 
toward the Memphis Police Department. 

Despite this plea, the officer proceeded to insist 
that he would continue to give the tickets as it was his 
"duty" to do so; that he could not overlook any violations 
of the law. 


Source one pointed out that in all fairness, several 
of the cars were illegally parked in that they were too close 
to fire hydrants and in many instances were tending to block 
driveways. He pointed out that this is a common practice 
in both white and Negro churches in the city of Memphis in 
that when church services are going on or when special 
meetings are being held in the churches that people tend 
to park in this manner but normally the traffic ticket 
violations are not enforced' by the Police Department. 
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Brown evidently mentioned the ticketing to 
Gerald A, Fan ion, also known as Jerry Fanion, a male 
Negro, resident of 561 Edith and currently employed: as 
Director of the Shelby County Department of Community 
Relations and a member of the Executive Board of the 
Memphis NAACP. Fanion, who has been following the strike 
closely according to source one in an effort to head off 
any trouble, tried to plead with the officer not to ticket 
these cars and introduced himself as Gerald Fanion of the 
above Commission and when the officer refused to desist,, 

Fanion who had a camera decided to take a picture of some 
of the cars with tickets thereon, whereupon the officer 
told Fanion that he was under arrest for '’jaywalking*' and 
placed him in a squad car. 

Momentarily, a young male Negro, Edward James 
Harris, 2751 Barron, employed as a News writer and photographer 
by the 'Tri-State Defender" newspaper, Memphis, Tennessee, 

Negro weekly, came out and was taking a picture ostensibly 
of Fanion in the police squad car. In order to take the 
picture, he came out into the street. The officer allowed him 
to take the picture and when Harris started to return to the' 
church, the officer called him over and told him that he, 
too, was under arrest. When Harris inquired as to the reason < 
for said arrest, the officer stated, 'Tor taking my picture," 

Actually source one stated that the officer gave 
Harris a ticket for jaywalking and placed him under arrest, 
putting him in the squad car with Fanion, 

It was understood that a Lieutenant of the Police 
Department came and shortly thereafter the arresting officers 
(identity of other partner not ‘known) took Fanion and Harris 
to Armour Station of the Police Department for booking purposes. 

Someone went into the meeting and told Dr. H. Ralph 
Jackson who was then on the podium that Fanion and Harris 
had been arrested, whereupon some of the NAACP leaders, 
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including Maxine Smith, Executive Secretary, NAACP, 
proceeded to Armour Station to make bond for Fan ion and 
Harris, following which they were returned to Mount 
Pisgah and both Harris and Fanion got up on the podium 
and told how and under what circumstances they were 
arrested and also told the audience of the numerous 
picketing of various cars parked outside. 

Source one stated that by this time the situation 
had become most tense; that many people in the audience 
wanted to start an immediate march on the Memphis, Tennessee, 
Police Department; and that this action tended to unify 
the various factions represented at the meet lag who 
heretofore had been somewhat jealous of each other and 
had been tending to draw apart in their heretofore unified 
support of the sanitation strike. Some of the cooler heads 
present including Henry Logan Starks, President of the 
Ministerial Alliance, quieted the crowd and the meeting 
subsequently terminated and was dismissed without any 
violence or troublesome acts taking place. 

Charles Laverne Cabbage and John Burrell Smith, 
along with Charles Harrington and Charles Ballard, all self- 
admitted members of the Black Organizing Power (BOP), 
which according to source, they state is oriented toward 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), stated 
that they tended to want to make an issue of the arrests 
and the ticketing and that they were going to have some 
"action.” They stated that thay would attend a policy 
meeting to be held following the rally at the Parkway 
Gardens Presbyterian Church, Rozelleat South Parkway. 

They stated that they would meet there with Reverend Ezekiel 
Bell, pastor of that church, who has been an active leader 
in thenstrike support to date.. 
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Source stated that tsore- racial tension existed 
in the Mt. Pisgah Church than he could recall ever having 
seen in his many, many years in Memphis and he was concerned 
that there might be sporadic outbursts oi trouble as a 
result . 


This information was immediately furnished to 
Assistant Chief of Police U. T. Bartholomew, then on 
duty at the Memphis Police Department, who stated that 
he was aware of the fact that the arrest of Fanion and 
Harris had taken place but was not familiar with the circum- 
stances and was not aware of the tension which existed. He 
pointed out that the arresting officer, Ray Carter, had 
used extremely poor judgment in making the arrests and 
also in giving the large number of parking tickets and 
that this action, by one officer, could tend to undo all 
of the good will that the Memphis Police Department had 
been attempting to build up since the strike began. He 
pointed out that the Police Department has "bent over 
backwards" and exerted every effort to refrain from having 
to make arrests or to engage in conduct which could be 
exploited by people having ulterior motives in connection 
with the strike. 

Chief Bartholomew stated that it was his 
understanding that Fanion and Harris were released on a 
bond of $1Q plus $1 cost, and would normally appear in 
Memphis City Court on the morning of March 1, 1968. 

Source one pointed out that Edward James Harris 
comes from a rather prominent Memphis Negro family, that 
his father is a long-time career employee of the Post 
Office, and that he is a recent graduate of Tennessee State 
University, Nashville^ Tennessee, and is currently a partner 
of Whitt ier^Sengstacke, Jr., whose father is publisher of 
•Tri-State Defender" and whose uncle, John Sengstacke, of 
Chicago, Illinois, is probably the most prominent Negro 
newsman in the United States, owning a number of ' large 
city Negro newspapers. 
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The source pointed out that Gerald A, Fan ion 
has an excellent reputation in Memphis and while Fan ion 
is most talkative, tfcat he has never had any history of 
being provocative or violent and that it is regrettable 
in&the eyes of the Negro community that two people of this 
caliber would be arrested on such a trivial charge as 
"jaywalking. " 

On the early morning of March 1, 1968, Captain 
Jewell G. Ray of the Inspectlonal and Internal Security 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, advised 
a representative of the FBI that Police Department records 
show that under Arrest No, 1426, Gerald A, Fan ion, born 
August 24, 1930, a male Negro, age 37, residence 561 Edith, 
Memphis, Tennessee, was arrested at approximately 9:30 p.m. , 
February 29, 1968, at Park and Celia, along with Edward 
James Harris, male Negro, age 23. He stated that the charge 
was Jaywalking and that he would appear in Division III, 
Memphis City Court. March 1, 1968, on this charge. The 
narrative of the offense which also pertained to Harris 
stated that while writing a ticket at the intersection of 
Park and Celia on February 29, 1968, on a Chevrolet bearing 
Tennessee License BF«3488, which vehicle was parked in 
front of a fire plug, that a male Negro, later identified 
as Gerald Fanion, walked out into the center of Park Avenue, 
standing on the double line, and aimed his camera at the 
arresting officers, B. J. Middleton, IBM No. 5258, and 
Ray D. Carter, IBM No. 1254, both assigned to Squad Car 
415. 


The report continued that Fanion aimed his camera 
at the two officers and took their picture, at which time 
they arrested this individual on a charge of jaywalking 
inasmuch as several cars nearly ran over him as they passed 
by on Park Avenue. They stated that after they placed him 
under arrest, they put him in the rear seat of the squad car 
and called for their Lieutenant, P. Moxley, at which time 
another male Negro, later identified as Edward James Harris, 
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age 23, crossed the street in the center of the block nearly 
getting struck by a car and that he, too, was arrested for 
jaywalking, whereupon the arresting officers transported both 
of the arrestees to Amour Station where they posted $11 
bond apiece to appear in City Traffic Court at 9 a.m, , 

March 1, 1968, Division III. 

t 

The arrest ticket concerning Edward James Harris 
bore Arrest No. 1424 showing that he was arrested on 
February 29, 1968, at 9:35 p.ml,; that his date of birth 
was September 17, 1944; that he resides at 365 Danny 
Thomas, Memphis^ Tennessee; an<3 thathe is employed as a 
reporter for the **Tri-State Defender” newspaper. The 
ticket shows that he, too, was, arrested at Park and Celia 
along with Gerald A. Fan ion. A report dated February 29, 

1968, of the Police Department*, prepared by Officers B.J. 
Middleton. and R. D. Carter, both Patrolmen, stated that 
prior to making the above arrests, they had ticketed six 
parking tickets and had started to write a seventh when 
they were approached by Gerald' A, Fan ion. They pointed 
out that after arresting Fanion, Harris ran out into the 
street and started to take a picture of the officers 
with Fanion in the squad car. Carter and Middleton in their 
report pointed out that the Minister of the church did come 
to the car and ask what was happening and that they explained 
to him what had transpired. The report continued that the 
arrestees were transported to Armour Station, placed on the 
docket, and they immediately made bond of $11 each and 
left the station immediately thereafter. The report stated 
that their personal effects were never removed from their 
persons. The report indicated* that the reason they arrested 
Fanion was the fact that he was standing in the middle of the 
street, moving back and forth in an effort to focus his 
camera, and was creating a traffic hazard to passing vehicles, 

A report prepared by Lieutenant Tom Moxley 
substantiated in its comments the above information furnished 
by Middleton and Carter in their report. 
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Later on the early morning of March 1, 1968, 
the first source advised that the policy meeting had 
taken place as scheduled at the Parkway Gardens Church < 

and it had ended shortly after midnight in the early a,m. 
of March 1, 1968; and among the leaders present at the 
meeting were such prominent ministers as Henry Logan Starks, 
Pastor of St, James AME Church, 546 Stephens, this being 
his residence, and who is president of the Interdenominational 
Alliance; and ;Dr.SH. Ralph Jackson, head of the Minimum 
Wage Board of the AME Church, one of the more prominent 
church personalities in the Mid-South area. Another present 
was Reverend E, M. Johnson of 5183 Horn Lake Road who is 
an assistant to Dr, Jackson. Also present was Reverend 
James Morris Lawson, Jr,, Pastor of the Centenary Methodist 
. Church, ^residence 653 Alston, along with Reverend Edward L. 
Brown, the current pastor of the Mt, Pisgah CME Church; 
Reverend T, O. Lightfoot of 340 Boyd; Reverend R, W, 
Norsworthy of 1801 Glenview; Reverend Ezekiel Bell, 

Pastor of the Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church, residing 
1253 Worthington; and Reverend S. B. (Billy) Kyles, 1155 
Greenwood, a Baptist Minister who is most prominent in 
the NAACP, as is Reverend James M, Lawson, Jr. Also present 
were Reverend W. Smith of 676 Washington and a Reverend G, E, 
Patterson of 1495 Shadowlawn, along with Baxton Bryant, 
a white male, who is Tennessee Executive Director of the 
Tennessee Council on Human Relations. 

Also coming to this meeting were the four black 
powerites, Charles L. Cabbage of 1924 Rile, John Burrell 
Smith of 1844 Hanauer, Apartment 2; Charles Harrington of 
2075 Rile; and Charles S, Ballard, last known to live at 
1830 Kansas, 

Source pointed out that Ballard, Harrington and 
Smith are all students at Owen Junior College, Memphis, 
and that Cabbage is allegedly a recent graduate of Morehouse 
College, Atlanta, Georgia. Source stated that as recently 
as February 28, 1968, Cabbage had admitted having attended 
some sort of SNCC meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, and that he 
was in Atlanta from February 22, 1968, until Tuesday, 

February 26, 1968, 
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Also present at this meeting mas Jesse Epps, 
an International Representative of the American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees Union (AFL-CIO) 
which is attempting to gain recognition as the bargaining 
agent for the Sanitation workers currently on strike in 
Memphis, Tennessee, 

On March 1, 1968, source one continued that at the 
meeting Charles Cabbage, spokesman for the black power group, 
stated that his group needed money and needed a car; that 
if they could obtain these items they would harass the 
sanitation workers currently working; and coerce them and 
intimidate them, although he did not elaborate them as 
to the specific tactics planned to be used by his group. 

Many of the ministers present were not even in 
favor of Cabbage and his followers being heard, although 
Dr, Ralph Jackson ' stated that they were entitled to be 
heard, and after hearing them Jackson and the other ministers 
stated that they did not believe in violence and could not 
condone any possible violence. which would be perpetrated 
by Cabbage or any of his group, 

Jesse Epps of the Union who- was present stated 
that the Union could not tolerate acts of violence and 
could not condone anything that was not worked within the 
framework of law and order. He warned those present that 
while the majority of the sanitation workers were Negroes 
and the majority of the supporters, were Negroes that the 
sanitation workers could ill afford to turn this into a 
war between blacks and whites. 

I 

Someone in the audience began to compare Memphis 
with the Watts area of Los Angles where a riot occurred 
about two years ago. 
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Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr, , came forth 
and supported Epps stating that "We have to operate in 
a nonviolent manner." At this point Charles Cabbage 
interjected and accused Lawson of "selling out to the 
Union, " 


Lawson and others present, identities not 
recalled, pointed out that by not resorting to violence 
they still could impede the progress of the current 
skeleton force being used by! the Sanitation Department to 
pick up garbage. He reminded those present that within 
the past few years, in eastern cities, and also in 
Cleveland, Ohio, demonstrators had prevented construction 
projects by physically throwing their bodies in front of 
trucks and other heavy equipment and reminded them that 
in Cleveland a white minister threw himself in front of a 
bulldozer, and was subsequently run over and killed. 

Several of the ministers present, particularly 
Ezekiel Bell and to a lesser extent Reverend Smith and 
Reverend Brown, indicated that they might be willing to 
throw themselves in front of some of the sanitation 
equipment beginning Monday, March 4, 1968, and take a chance 
on being arrested as a symbol of protest against the non- 
striking workers. Further discussion concerning this will 
take place at the regular weekly meeting of the Ministerial 
Alliance which normally meets each Saturday at noon. 

All present agreed to support a mass march in Memphis on 
Saturday morning, March 2, 1968, primarily to be made up of 
college and high school students, this march to take 
place in downtown Memphis and promised to help organize 
picketing of downtown merchants which would last throughout 
the day up until 9 p.m., March 2, 1968, 


i 

\ 

l 
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They also felt that by March 4, 1968, other 
Unions in Memphis, Tennessee, which are not subject to 
the injunction currently in existence against the 
Local 1733 and its International officers, will come 
in and take some sort of physical or overt action to 
support the strike. 

Reverend R, W. Norsworthy kept emphasizing 
that "This is the wrong place to talk about violence. 

Ministers do not do this. We must remember that we are 
Christians." Norsworthy was strongly supported in his 
viewpoint by Reverend Henry Logan Starks and Reverend T, 0, 
Lightfoot who is pastor of the Mount Olive Baptist Church 
in Memphis, and these three appeared to be steadying 
influences.. 

The only one present who gave any encouragement 
to the black power ites, led by Charles Cabbage, was 
Baxton Bryant, Director of the Tennessee Council on Human 
Relations, who gave his business card to Cabbage indicating 
that he, Bryant, was staying at the Peabody Hotel in Memphis 
and' indicated that he would be glad to talk further with 
Cabbage and inferred he possibly could get Cabbage and his 
crew some money and support, although he did not become 
specific. 

The ministers further tentatively agreed to hold 
a mass demonstration Sunday, March 3, 1968, from 1:30 to 
4 p.m. in the Plaza area in front of City Hall, Memphis, 
Tennessee, where a massive "pray- in" would take place as 
a memorial to the strikers and at which place those individuals 
who received parking tickets at the Mount Pisgah Church would 
in unison burn their tickets as a symbolic protest against the 
action of the Memphis Police Department. 
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Source one pointed out that it was' very 
apparent in conversation with, Cabbage, John Smith, 

Ballard and Harrington that they do not have money and do 
not have a car. They indicated that they are able to 
spot Police Department cruisers, even Detective cars 
which are unmarked, due to the fact that these cars 
all have black side-wall tires, and they warned some of 
their friends 'who have cars similar in nature that they 
should immediately get white side-wall tires, lest 
their cars be mistaken for. police cars and possibly be 
damaged, 

Jesse Epps emphasized to those present that the 
Union has only a few days remaining to keep tfte strike going 
due to depletion of funds, due to the temptation on the part 
of striking workers to go back together, and due to a lack 
of unified support of the strike by the various organizations 
in Memphis which heretofore have indicated an interest in 
supporting the strike, 

Epps, along with source one, feels that the two 
arrests^ coupled with the ticketing at Mt, Pisgah (Church, 
is the one issue that will tend to unify all heretofore 
bickering forces in the city of Memphis and stimulate them 
into all-out strike activity, and that considerable racial 
unrest could grow out of this development, 

t 

Later on March 1, 1968, Captain J. G, Ray, \supra, 
advised that Gerald A, Fan ion and Edward James Harris, whose 
correct name is Edward James Harris, II, appeared in ' 

Division III, Memphis City Court, on the morning of March 1, 
1968, before Judge Ray Churchill; that Frank C. Holloman, i 
Director of the Memphis Fire and Police, also appeared in 
court on behalf of the city of Memphis and recommended to 
Judge Churchill that the jaywalking charges against Fain ion 
and Harris be dismissed, Mr, Holloman pointed out that; 
the arrest had been a mistake and in the interest of good 
race relations and peaceful harmony in the community, he 
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felt the charges should be dismissed. Judge Churchill 
readily agreed and forthwith dismissed the charges and 
complimented Mr. Holloman, stating that this was the 
first time in his recollection in the history of Memphis 
where a high-ranking public qfficial had come into court 
and made such a plea in the Interest of peace and harmony, 
in the community. 

Also on March 1, 1968, a second source advised 
that on the night of February 29, 1968, at a meeting of the 
Liberal Club, Memphis State University (MSU), a group of 
young white students, it was urged that all present appear 
at the Student Center, MSU, at noon on March 1, 1968, for 
a protest demonstration aimed at gaining support for the 
sanitation workers strike. ( 

Source two advised that the Liberal Club is for 
all practical purposes a paper organization but that its 
current leaders George Leone <and Laura Ingram are working 
closely with Edwina Harrell, female Negro student at MSU, 
and that v. the group' led by Leone and Ingram, supported by 
student Walter Mims Ellis and Pamela Conclin, ^attempting 
to form a chapter of the Southern Student Organizing 
Committee (SSOC) on the MSU campus. 

(A characterization of the Southern Student Organizing 
Committee (SSOC) is attached hereto in the Appendix.) 

On the afternoon of March 1, 1968, sources three 
and four, advised that the demonstration at MSU did take 
place from noon until 1:20 p.m f , and that 44 students 
participated, 33 Negroes and 11 whites; that the group 
was led by George Leone, Laura Ingram, and Pamela Conclin, 
along with Edwina Harrell, Gaylon Calhoun and others 
not known. 
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This group carried placards throughout the Student 
Center and on the outside of the Student Center and on 
some of the campus streets nearby, urging that all students 
at Memphis State University, some 15,000 strong, support 
the strike and appear at a mass rally to be held in Clayborn 
Temple at 9 a,m., Saturday, March 2, .1968, to give support 
to the strike and that they also attend a meeting to be 
followed by a march on the afternoon of March 1, 1968, 

This group passed out handbills setting forth the 
times of the meetings which showed that they were put out at 
the Centenary Methodist Church, 584 East McLemore, and at 
280 Hernando. 

All of the above information was disseminated to 
Captain J, G. Ray of the Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department, and to William Bray, 111th 
Military Intelligence Corps, Third Army, Memphis, Tennessee, 
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SOUTHERN STUDENT ORGANIZING COMMITTED ( SSOC) 


On November I, 1966, a first source advised that 
the Southern Student Organizing Committee (SSOC) with 
headquarters at 1703 Portland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee, 
was formed on the weekend of April 3-5, 1964, to stimulate 
activity of Southern student groups in areas of civil rights, 
peace , academic freedom, civil liberties, capital punishment 
and unemployment. Originally, it was to be a white counterpart 
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). It 
has agreed to work with similar interested groups such as SNCC 
and Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) and Southern Con- 
fcrenco Educational Fund, Inc, (SCEF). SSOC is a fraternal 
affiliate of SDS. 

Beginning in the fall of 1966, SSOC became a 
membership organization and embarked on a campaign to form 
local chapters on various college campuses throughout the 
South. SSOC publishes, October through May each year, a 
publication, 'He w South Student," which according to the 
above source has increasingly espoused and defendod the pro- 
Communist and anti-United States position on domestic and 
foroign policy. 

On September 27, 1966, a second source advised that 
Donald Boner of Nashville, Tennessee, while in attendance at 
a Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) Youth Conference, Camp Webatuck, 
Now York, September 12, 13 and 14, 1966, gave a report regarding 
Nashville, saying that CP personnel were concentrating on 
organizing rent strikes, working with SSOC and SC5F and 
establishing a Socialist Study Group for students. He predicted 
future rioting, which, he said, the CP must take advantage of. 

He emphasized that more CP youth must bo sent South. 

On August 12, 1966, a third source advised that Donald 
Leslie Boner, white male, age 22, of 3105 Louise Drive, 
Nashville, Tennessee, had been in the CP about four months. 
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On September 27, 1966, and again on June 2, 1967, 
the second source advised that during the Summer of 1966 the 
CPUSA concentrated its youth cadre in organizing projects 
in several cities in an effort to recruit for and strengthen 
local CP youth organizations, Nashville, Tennessee, was 
included in this project. The youth placed in charge of the 
Nashville project was Donald Leslie Boner, with funds to be 
made available for three to five full-time organizers in 
Nashville, Jacqueline Saindon, also known as Jackie, of the 
CP in New York, New York, a Queens College student, came to 
Nashville in the Summer of 1966 for this purpose. At the 
CPUSA Youth Conference held at Camp Webatuck, New York, 

September 12, 13 and 14, 1966, Boner reported that effective 
liaison had been made with SSOC; that contact had also been 
made with black militants on Nashville Negi’o college campuses; 
and that a beginning had been made toward organizing in the 
Nashville Negro community. rHe said he thought a riot was possible 
in the near future in the Negro community and the CP must take 
advantage of same. He emphasized that some main efforts were to 
work with SSOC and SCEF. Following the conference, attendees 
Brian Heggen and Patricia Louise Rabbitt, also known as Patti 
Rabbitt, traveled to Nashville to join Boner’s organizing 
efforts there. 

On February 28, 1967, a fourth source advised that 
Patti Rabbitt of Seattle, Washington, a member of the Northwest 
CP District, had gone to Nashville, Tennessee, to organize in 
connection with a CP assignment. 

On June 8, 1967, source five advised that Patti 
Rabbitt, Brian Heggen, Donald Leslie Boner and wife Carol Stevens 
Boner are all active members of SSOC in Nashville and that Heggen 
is now editor of the official SSOC publication, "New South 
Student . ” 

On July 7, 1967, source six advised that Donald Boner 
and wife Carol Boner attended a CPUSA Youth Conference at Camp 
Abelard, Now York, July 1 through 4, 1967. 
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SOUTHERN STUDENT ORGANIZING COMM 1TYEE (SSOC) 

The masthead of the June, 1967, issue of 
♦’Southern Patriot, •* official publication of SCBf, lists 
Carol Stevens Boner and Ann® Braden as Editors and 
lists Carl Braden as Executive Director, 

The '"Nashville Banner, " Nashville, Tennessee, 
newspaper issue of May 5, 1967, reported that SSOC was 
preparing for the May 17, 1967, appearance of Mike Zagarell, 
National Youth Director, CPUSA, at Vanderbilt University; 
that Bill Doss, Press Agent for SSOC, on May 12, 1967, 
brought to the "Banner” office publicity material which the 
CP had sent to SSOC. 

The April, 1967, issue. Volume IV, No, 4, of 
'"New South Student,” published each month, October through 
May, by SSOC, carried an article on page 22 entitled, "CIA 
American Labor,” by Donald Boner, a review of a book entitled, 
♦The CIA and American Labor,” authorod by George Morris, 

Labor Editor of "The Worker,” east coast Communist newspaper. 
Boner is described therein as an active member of the 
Nashville SSOC chapter. 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions* of the FBI, It is the property* of the 
FBI and 'is‘;loaned to your, agency it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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In Reply, Pleat* Refer to 

Fil*No. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF'.INVESTIGATION 

* 

* 

, i 

Memphis, Tennessee 

March 1, 1968 

» 

) 


I , 

Title: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Character : RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference: ' Memorandum dated and captioned 
as above prepared at Memphis, Tennessee* 

% 

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past* 


* 

* 

ii 


> 

» 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency* 
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§BI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I ON GUIDE 
DATE 02-23-2012 


Transmit the following in 


AIKTEL 


FB I 


9 ate: 3/1/68 


(Type in plain text or code ) 


( Priority or Method of Mailing) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 




SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RM 


2/29/68. 


Re Memphis teletype 3/1/68 and letterhead memorandum 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of a 
letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above. Copies are b 6 
being furnished to the U, S. Attorney and Secret Service, bic 

Memphis, and to regional offices of Military Intelligence. b?i 

Sources utilized in the enclosed letterhead memorandum^ 
are as follows, all of whom were contacted by SA WILLIAM H. l ! 
LAWRENCE: 

Source one 
Source two 
Source three 
Source four 

3 - Bureau (Encs.ll) 

Memphis 

(i - 157-1092) imsmsa 

(1 - 100-662, NAACP) — ; 

(1 - 157-556, Possible Racial Violence, Major Ur b«gaAff*Hiai > te 

(1 - 157-109, SNCC) , be 2,4 - 

(l - 100-4528, b7c 2,4 msxc a 

(1 - 157-957, b7D - 1 ' 2 - 3 4 “ 

i - 157-1019, wrm 

(1 - 170-1024 J 1(1 - 157-9271 

( TlX 170-70 Sub, ME_22flL-B_£nhetto) (1 - 157-938 

(1 - 134-452 SubJ |__ (1 - 170-98, 

a - 170-1022 (1 - 66-1687 Sub A) 

Srrr-H 1 - 134-493, 




Approved: 


Special A^ent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Memphis, Tennessee 
March 7, 1968 


RE: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On the evening of March 6, 1968, Lieutenant 
E. H. Arkin, Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, 
Police Department, advised that on the afternoon of 
March 6, 1968, Memphis City Judge Ray Churchill continued 
for 60 days the cases of all 116 garbage strikers and 
sympathizers who had been arrested in the City Council 
Chamber "sit-in" late on the afternoon of March 5, 1968. 
Details of this arrest were set forth in communication 
at Memphis, Tennessee, dated March 5, 1968* Churchill 
stated that he would not require any of the arrestees to 
put up any forfeits or bonds and that this method has 
been successful in traffic cases. He told them that if 
there were no violations on their part in the 60-day 
period, they would be dismissed automatically. He stated, 
"I think perhaps it was bad judgment going there and 
saying you would not leave." He told them he hoped that 
they would take it upon themselves to obey the law and 
do things in a legal manner. He indicated that he would 
uphold the Police Department 100 per cent in enforcement 
of the law, but was just as strong against them if they 
were not enforcing the law properly. He stated, "We have 
come a long way in the past two weeks. I can say the law 
is not going to break down." 


The defendants were represented by Negro Attorney 
W. Otis Higgs, who contended that no disorderly conduct 
had been shown because the city had claimed that "not 

leaving the hall" was the reason for the arrests Jin., 

that case four Councilmen, plus the policemen who arrested . / j 
in the Chamber after the City Council was dismissed ? uttzm 
should also have been arrested. 

11-Bureau /lJrJfeiaphis (1-167-1092} St*** 130 ~~ — "s 

1-USA, Memphis ' — np*170-70r*Sub ; 1-157-10ZQ}*. < JiU iur £ 

1-Secret Service, Memphis <1-100-4528; 1-157-967} ^=*70*981*^^ 

1-NISO, Charles ton, S.C. (1-100-MALCOMD. BLACKBURN} 1-100-4618} 

1-OSI, Maxwell AFB, Ala. (1-100-4321; 1-100-4486; 1-100-4693} 

l-G-2. 3rd Army, Ft. McPherson, Ga. (1-157-109; 1-157-New - FNU NEELY} 
1-lllth XNTC, Memphis (1-170-46) 

1-lllth INTO, Nashville WHL-.wp . _ * I 1 
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Arkin stated that some of the strike sympathizers 
had planned to have 2,000 children stay away from school 
March 6, 1968, in order to escalate the demonstrations in 
sympathy with the sanitation strike. 

He stated that he had learned that Reverend 
Harold Middlebrook, Assistant Pastor of the Middle 
Baptist Church and one of the leaders of the sympathy 
marchers, stated that his group had set up youth action 
committees in all the schools and that he had called upon 
all children to take an illegal holiday March 6, 1968, 
to meet at Clayborn Temple at 8:80 a.m. and to march 
uptown. 


A news story in the March 6, 1968, Memphis 
Press -Sc imit ar newspaper had indicated that some of the 
Black Power advocates in Memphis had also been arrested 
March 5, 1968, in connection with the sit-in; however. 
Lieutenant Arkin advised that this was not correct . 

He pointed out that on the evening of March 5, 1968, 
following the City Hall Council demonstration, two local 
Black Power leaders, Charles Steven Ballard of 1830 
Kansas, and John Burrell Smith, who gave the police his 
address as 1915 Rile, had left City Hall in a car driven 
by one Roy Eugene Taylor, age 23,, of 176 Majuba Road, 
and that Taylor had been arrested by the police on a 
reckless driving charge after he had allegedly almost 
run over a Memphis citizen, James Franklin, of 1630 East 
Holmes Street. Arkin pointed out that Taylor was arrested 
on a reckless driving charge and that when John Smith and 
Ballard protested too strongly, they were arrested for 
disorderly conduct and were booked about the same time < 
as had been the sit-inners. 

He pointed out that their cases were also 
dismissed on March 6, 1968, by Judge Churchill. 

A news story by Clark Porte ous and Charles A. 
Brown, both Press-Scimitar reporters, in the March 6, 

1968, issue of the Press-Scimitar, final edition, reported 
that at the March 5, 1968 , City "Council meeting, Reverend 
Ezekiel Bell, who was the same person who at the City 
Council meeting February 22, 1968, called for someone to 
tear down the City seal, had commented, "We’re not going 
to leave this building until we get what we came for. We 
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will be gassed or killed. We are going to stay until 
Shiloh comes. We didn't come down here to reason with 
you gentlemen. If you were reasonable, it would have 
already been settled. The white preachers are too damn 
scared to tell you what you need to hear. I don't like 
black rats or white rats or rats. There are rats on 
the Council. You are not reasonable people. If I 
thought Memphis was worth it, I'd burn it down myself. 

All these men (strikers) are asking is dignity and 
respect. You talk about whether it's the Mayor's or 
Council's responsibility. If these men were white, you 
would have already done something. I want youi to know 
you have no backbone. This is a racist town, this is 
a racist country. You call our sons off to be killed to 
protect your way of life. They come back here and don't 
have a place to live. It takes about $350,000 to kill 
a Vietnam soldier. We ask for the right to have a dues 
check-off and you say we have no right. The kind of 
garbage in the newspapers is not worth reading." 

The story continued that Councilman Lewis 
Donelson interrupted and said, "We don't intend to be 
abused and insulted," and that if Bell did not address 
the Council with respect, he (Donelson) would move for 
adjournment. Thereafter, according to the story. Bell 
replied, "My mother didn't raise any half-witted children. 
If I'm insulting you by telling the truth, I'm going to 
keep on telling it." 

Following the dismissal of the mass arrestees* 
cases in City Court by Judge Churchill, a representative 
of the FBI and a representative of the Memphis Police 
Department observed the bulk of those people who were in 
City Court march single-file in an orderly manner down 
Main Street to Beale Street, where the group dispersed, 
only to ultimately join with about 100 other strike 
sympathizers, whereupon the entire group, over 200 in 
number by this time,, marched single-file back up Main 
Street to the City Hall, turned around and returned to 
Beale Street, where they dispersed. 

Again, beginning about 4:30 p.m,, March 6, 

1968, Special Agents of the FBI and representatives of 
the Memphis Police Department observed a group of 
teenagers, mostly Negro, leave Clayborn Temple, 280 
Hernando, with placards, with six young male Negroes near 
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the head of the formation carrying a coffin. This group 
marched, two abreast, west on Beale to Main, and north on 
Main Street to the City Hall, one of the placards reading 
"Justice is dead in Memphis." Another read "Your Kingdom 
May Burn Down, King Henry" (referring to Henry Loeb, Mayor 
of Memphis) . As the march progressed, the marchers became 
louder and more boisterous, shouting, yelling, and 
singing. 


When the group reached City Hall, they sat the 
coffin at the top of the City Hall stairs, with the 
marchers forming behind the coffin facing Main Street, 
and Reverend Harold Middlebrook and Reverend Malcom 
Blackburn read from their Bibles and conducted what 
appeared to be a mock burial ceremony for Mayor Loeb 
and justice in Memphis. Reverend Middlebrook was heard 
by one of the police officers to say that they were going 
to march again and again and have the final burial service 
of Mayor Loeb and justice in Memphis in Loeb's cemetery, 
which he inferred was the same location as City Hall. 

The group returned peacefully down Main Street 
to Beale Street, and on turning east on Beale, some of 
the youthful marchers kicked over some pasteboard boxes 
from the curb into the gutter in front of a business 
establishment. No arrests were made. Arkin pointed out 
that sometime during this period, two fire alarms were 
pulled, resulting in fire equipment being sent into the 
Beale Street area. 

Arkin pointed out that during the evening of 
March 6, 1968, someone broke a window at Loeb*s Laundry, 
Parkway and Lauderdale, and that some 17 teenage pickets 
showed up at this location around 8:15 p.m., and later 
at 9:15 p.m. some of the same demonstrators appeared at 
the Harlem House, a 24-hour eating establishment on 
Lauderdale just south of Parkway. At about 9:55 p.m., 

45 pickets, made up of mostly teenage Negroes, began 
picketing Loeb's Barbeque at MCLemore and Mississippi. 
Reverend Malcom Blackburn, showed up at this location and 
walked with the pickets for about two minutes and then 
left. The pickets finally left the area around 10:40 p.m. 

On the morning of March 7, 1968, Lieutenant 
Arkin advised that also during the night of March 6 , 1968, 
someone threw a rock through a truck of the Red Ball 
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Freight Company driven east on Parkway in South Memphis, 
injuring the driver, James Douglass, age 44, of 3266 
Hendricks; that Douglass was taken to John Gaston Hospital 
to have glass fragments removed from his head and face. 
Police were able to arrest no one, but learned from 
witnesses in the area that a gang of youths were seen 
running from the scene of the incident. Also during 
the night windows were broken at Loeb's Rarbeque at 
Fourth and Vance and also at the Harris Department 
Store at Beale and Hernando, both in predominantly 
Negro areas. Windows were smashed at grocery stores at 
423 and 428 South Orleans, also in a Negro area. 

Arkin pointed out that it could not be shown 
at this point that these incidents were directly 
perpetrated by any of the strike sympathizers and in 
his opinion were caused by vandalistic youths who had 
been hearing about the strike and who will utilize the 
emotion prevalent in the community to commit acts of 
vandalism. 


A story in the Commercial Appeal newspaper 
on the morning of March 7, 1968, reportecf that a youth 
meeting of strike sympathizers was held in Clayborn 
Temple on the night of March 6, 1968, and reporters were 
first told to leave and then called back by Pat Mayweather, 
a Central High School student and Chairman of the Negro 
Youth Movement, and she was quoted as saying, *’We don’t 
advocate going around and saying we are better, but we 
want to be just as good. We are not militant. We are 
not for Black Power. We just want equality. You might 
say we don't know what we are doing here, but we know 
this is a cause and that it involves black people and we 
hre black and we believe logically that we are involved.** 


The story reported that Edward Carter, age 21, 
of 3710 Northwood Drive, the only white youth in the 
group, said, ”I'm here on behalf of all the white people 
who ought to come out and join this group. You might say 
I have a vested interest.” 


Lieutenant Arkin learned that the group of 
strike sympathizers plans another youth march at 4:00 p.m. 
on March 7, 1968. 
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On the evening of March 6, 1968, William F. 

Youngs on, Jr., Director of Security, Memphis State 
University, advised that on the afternoon of March 6, 

1968, approximately 150 Memphis State University students, 
coupled with a considerable number of non-students, had 
a small non-violent demonstration near the Student Center 
at the Memphis State University campus protesting the 
sanitation strike, and these individuals were supporting 
the strikers. This group was led by a white male 
student, George leone, who Youngs cm has learned has been 
attempting to create some incident where he can create 
a confrontation with the Memphis State University 
administration for some time. Youngson*s officers saw 
about five Negro males, obviously not students, leaving ; 
the demonstration and getting into a 1967 Pontiac 
convertible, blue in color, bearing Shelby County, 

Tennessee, license BV-0903, which, according to registration 
records, he said, is registered to C. O. Phillips of 
1610 Carnegie Street, Memphis, Tennessee. The 1967 City 
Directory does not list C. O, Phillips but does list a 
Mrs. Modena T. Phillips, 1610 Carnegie, and shows her as 
a laundry worker at the Veterans Administration Hospital 
in Memphis. 

On the evening of March 6, 1968, a first source, 
who 'has furnished reliable information in the past, 
advised that during the student demonstration, it was 
noted that Susan MacDonald and Howard Sidney Chilton IZX 
and one Laura Ingram were among the leading participants, 
along with a large number of unknown Negro students. 

This source stated that, the above group, including 
George Leone, have the reputation cf being agitators on the 
Memphis State University campus and are the type people 
who appear in practically every demonstration which has 
occurred in recent months. 

On March 7, 1968, a second source, who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
the youth movement in the strike sympathizers* area is 
rapidly being taken over by the self -acclaimed Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) group in 
Memphis, which uses the name BOP (Black Organizing Power), 
headed by Charles Laverne Cabbage of 1924 Rile and 
John Burrell Smith (supra) ; that one of their main 
cohorts is a Memphis State University student, Edwina 
Jeanetta Harrell, who works part-time in a law office at 

■* 
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322^ Beale, Memphis, Tennessee, this being the law office 
of H. T. Lockard, male Negro, who is currently the 
Administrative Assistant to Governor Buford f***”®* 0 ® . 

of the State of Tennessee. This source pointed out that 
the Harrell girl has worked off and on in this office for 
about a year and a half and has heretofore enjoyed a 
fine reputation. It has been learned, however, that 
in the past two months she has spent considerable time 
with John B. Smith and Charles Cabbage and is now wearing 
a natural Afro hairdo and has stated that she is the 
editor of all of the publications being put out by BOP 
in Memphis. 

It is further noted that in connection with 
another investigation, on February 16, 1968, Edwina 
Jeanetta Harrell of 2418 Gentry, Memphis, Tennessee, 
advised representatives of the FBI that she is one of 
nine individuals who are the governing body of the local 
BOP, which she inferred is affiliated with S |J CC ln 
Atlanta, Georgia, and she pointed" out that she is heading 
an auxiliary of this group known as the Black Student 
Association (BSA) at Memphis State University and is 
attempting to organize black students at Memphis State 
University into the Black Power structure. During the 
February 16, 1968, interview, at which Charles Cabbage 
was also present, bo*h of them indicated that they 
regularly receive SHCC literature from Atlanta, Georgia, 
which they distribute on a select basis in Memphis, 
Tennessee. 

Source Tv/o furnished some literature which 
Edwina Harrell stated that she had published which was 
distributed during I the March 6, ^68, Memphis State 
University demonstration. In one such piece of literature 
captioned “The Ap ox" stated "In all the history of t e 
Americas, social change has followed a set patternin 
tte matters of labor, management, and union. The pattern 
starts with talks) and pickets. When th ®. on 
refrains from a decision, or tries to stifle the union, 
the result has always' been demonstrations. If» however, 
these measures fail to affect the desired change, then 
it is an historically proven fact that violence follows. 
That is not to sayr that it need follow in this instance, 
when arbitration Would be such a simple matter. A 
garbage pile-up is\ an odd punishment for the Negroes 
and other poor 'people of Memphis. They have lived with 
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garbage all of their lives, and a little more here or 
there is not going to affect them one way or another. 

The people who are going to be affected are the East 
Memphians, who will be forced to live with the same 
stench and filth that the people in the slums have 
lived with for generations. It is about time for them 
to see how the other half lives. If it comes down to 
an endurance test, one can only guess the consequences, 
but one need not speculate on one of the results: 

East Memphis will suffer. And if demands are not met by 
four o'clock, Friday, March 9, 1968, concerned students 
and Memphians suggest taking this situation directly to 
East Memphis in the form of pickets at major East Memphis 
shopping centers. And the following words are to be 
directed at Mayor Loeb and the present administration 
♦Get your eyes off the governor's chair long enouglf to 
take a look under your noses and see the problems and 
do something about them now.'" It concluded with the 
quote, "Now is the time to change Memphis and Memphis 
State University!! Now!" 

On March 7, 1968, Source Two pointed out that 
it appears that Charles Cabbage and John B. Smith are 
gaining numerous young supporters and that while this 
may not be lasting due to the unpredictability of youth, 
it does definitely appear that Cabbage has been making 
friends in practically every neighborhood and that his 
most recent convert is (FNU) Neely, who hangs out in the 
Beale Street area of Memphis and who is an Owen College 
drop-out. Richard Neely, brother of (FNU) Neely, has 
stated that his brother claims that, according to Cabbage, 
the young Black Power group will get money and support 
from certain militant ministers so active in the current 
strike, such as the white male. Reverend Malcom Blackburn, 
of the AME Church, who is Pastor of Clayborn Temple, where 
most of the strike meetings have been held. 

Source Two pointed out that it was noted that 
on the night of March 5, 1968, after a strike meeting 
at Clayborn Temple, Charles Laverne Cabbage left with 
International representative of the union, Jesse Epps. 
Richard Neely, Source Two stated, works at the KB Photo 
Color Processing Studio in Memphis. Source Two also 
pointed out that with regard to Roy Eugene Taylor of 
176 Majuba Road, as mentioned above, Taylor was actually 
more or less a victim of circumstances in that he had 
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picked up John B. Smith and Charles Ballard to give them 
a ride when he was arrested. Roy Taylor was raised by 
a grandfather, Jerry Taylor, Sr., on Farrington Street 
and went to high school with John B. Smith and Charles 
Cabbage and would have known them. Roy Taylor was quite 
bitter as a result of the arrest but Source Two feels 
that he may stay out of the orbit of Cabbage and Smith 
by virtue of the fact that Judge Churchill dismissed 
his case in City Court on March 6, 1968. Roy Taylor’s 
father, Jerry Taylor, Jr., has a fine reputation in 
Memphis, and lives on Reagan Street. His grandfather, 

Jerry Taylor, Sr., who lives on the 1800 block of 
Farrington, has an excellent reputation in Memphis and 
will probably have a salutary influence on his grandson. 

Source Two pointed ' out that such individuals 
as Jesse Turner, President, NAACP, and NAACP leader 
Reverend S. Billy Kyles, and Reverend Billy E. Porter 
of the Church of God in Christ, are hopeful that the 
strike will soon end. They feel that if the strike does 
not end by Monday, March 11, 1968, a great majority of 
the strikers will return to work. 

Later on March 7, 1968, Source Two added that 
it had just been learned that Edwina Harrell had 
indicated that she had been indoctrinated in the SNCC 
and Black Power movement while a student at Spelman 
College, Atlanta, Georgia. She indicated that she had 
been requested by someone in Atlanta to return to Memphis 
and work on behalf of Black Power as "they" felt she was 
needed in Memphis. She did not elaborate. 

She also stated that one of her duties in the 
Black Power or SNCC-oriented movement in Memphis is to 
type BOP’s reports to send off, ostensibly to Atlanta. 
Source Two stated that Cabbage and his group refer to 
BOP as an abbreviation for their over-all movement known 
as Black Organizing Power. Source Two pointed out that 
as recently as March 6, 1968, Charles Cabbage, in a private 
conversation, stated in reference to the recent activities 
in Memphis, "This is a revolution and now is the time for 
militant and if necessary violent action." Source Two 
pointed out that this statement was made in private and 
that it may well have been a figure of speech but that 
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it is shocking to hear Cabbage made such statements. 

All of the above information not furnished by 
Lieutenant Arkin was furnished to him on March 7, 1968, 
and this information is being disseminated to representatives 
of Military Intelligence, Memphis, as well as to the 
United States Attorney *s Office and U. S. Secret Service 
Office, Memphis. 

In addition to the above, the Commercial Appeal 
newspaper, issue of March 7, 1968, reported that ontne 
afternoon of March 6, 1968, Chancellor Robert Hoffmann 
on. March 6 held seven top sanitation leaders in contempt 
of his previous court order and gave each a 10-day jail 
sentence and a $50 fine, but said they could purge themselves 
by calling off the four-week strike. They were all released^ 
on bond subject to their appeal of the Chancery Court ruling * 
to be taken up in the Tennessee Court of Appeals in Jackson, 
Tennessee. Those named by Hoffmann were Jerry Wurf, 
International President of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, and certain officers 
of Local 1733, AFL-CIO, local of this union. Others 
specifically named P. J. Ciampa, Field Director; William 
Lucy, Director of Legislation; Jesse Epps, and Joseph 
Paisley, International organizers; T. O. Jones, President 
of the Local; and Nelson Jones, local union steward. The 
two Joneses were released on $250 bond each. All the union 
officers, with the exception of Wurf, were released on 
$500 bond each, and Wurf was released on $1,000 bond. 

Nelson Jones was included in the contempt citation after 
a non-striking sanitation worker testified that Jones had 
made threats to him in a telephone call hours before a 
brick was thrown through a window in his home with a note 
wrapped around it warning him not to return to work. At 
the hearing Ciampa pointed out that Nelson Jones had been 
carried on the International Union* s payroll as an 
organizer since 1964 or 1965. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On 2/23/68, [ 
during the marhh, 2/22 
were MSP students. 
RYAN. 


|ftd vised writer that 
76 supporting the sanitation strike 
WILLIAM WRENN RYAN and wife. WANDA STOVALL 


There is a power fight for leadership, of the strike, 
among such frustrated Negro leaders as JESSE TURNER, President, 
NAACP; O. W. PICKETT, Negro realtor; O. Z. EVERS of the Unity 
League: EZEKIEL BELL, Pastor, Parkway Gardens Presbyterian 
Church; REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR.; and BARTON BRYANT of 
the Tennessee Council on Human Relations, 


GERALD FANION, Dir ector of Sh elby County Department 
on Community Relations, told I I t hat CHARLES L. CABBAGE 

and JOHN B. SMITH, black power leaders, are trying to bring 
STOKELY CARMICHAEL, former SNCC leader, to Memphis but don't 
have the funds. ' • 
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i , ^ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memphis^ Tennessee 
March 12, 1968 


Re: SANITATION WORKER Sk STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On March 11,, 1968, Lieutenant E, H. Arkin, 

Inspections! Bureau, Memphis Police Department, Memphis, 
Tennessee, advised that the Memphis sanitation strike which 
began' February 12, 1968,, continues,, and^ no end is in. sight. 

He said that no strike support activity was known to have 
occurred on Sunday, March 10, 1968, but. that on theVmorning 
of March 11, 1968, .about thirty strike sympathizers 'heckled 
some of the sanitation workers who are currently working. 

This was done as the workers left the Democrat Road: equipment 
area of the. Sanitation . Department where., some ^ of .the > pick-up 
trucks are stored at night. There were no .incidents and no 
arrests. ! ' 

He added that a strike supporters' strategy meeting 
was held at Clayborn Temple CME Church, 280 Hernando, Memphis, 
late on March 9, 1968, and that Reverend Harold Middlebrook^ 
Assistant Pastor, Middle Baptist Church, a member of the strike 
strategy committee headed byf the Memphis' Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance, had at this meeting urged another downtown 
march' in support of the;)strike for March 11, 1968, and had 
urged that high school, students leave school to k participate in 
the march. " ^ / 

■/* 

On the morning of March 11, 1968, Lieutenant B. H. 
Arkin was called to the Northside High School which has about 
80 per cent Negro students. The Principal complained that' 
Murray Austin Ervin, age 17, President of the student body, 
had passed out leaflets calling for students to leave school 
at noon in an unauthorized school walkout to march in support 
of the strike in downtown Memphis. He was asBlsted^'inH^rfa.,. 
distribution by Alex Johnson,, age 18. Ervin and Johnson, both; , 
Negro males, were verbally urging students to leavePsulm 
When Lieutenant Arkin interviewed them, , Ervin, as^^noiusman, 
said he had received this literature at Clayborn 1 Tei^y' i o»---. 

11 - Bureau; 1 - NISO, Memphis; 1 - NISO, Charleston; lH/j 

1- 111th MI, Memphis }1 -111th MI, Nashville; 1 — USA, Memphis; 

<0* Memphis (1 - 1&7-I092)(j^ 170-70 Sub)(l - 157-566) (1 ~<D0-662) 
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March 9, 1968* Ervin was very militant, stating that 
violence was necessary to force the community to settle 
the strike, but he would not become specific as to what he 
meant, adding, however, that he hates the white power 
structure. Ervin told Lieutenant Arkin that Monday, 

March 9, 1968, would be "turnover day" but would not 
elaborate. Later, around noon, according to Lieutenant 
Arkin, a group of some 60 students from Northside High School, 
as well as from Humes, a predominately Negro junior high 
school, left school and marched to 280 Hernando, En route 
they turned over a number of garbage cans and became loud 
and boisterous. The police refrained from making any , 
arrests. Lieutenant Arkin added that at 11:20 a. m., March 11, 
1968, the police were called to 0. W. Carver High School, 
which has an all-Negro student body, and which is located in 
southwest Memphis. They were called by school officials after 
two male Negroes, nonstudents, came into the school cafeteria 
and in a loud and boisterous manner solicited students to 
walk out of school to participate in a strike support march. 

When asked by school officials to leave the cafeteria, these 
two male Negroes refused, reclined on the floor, and officers 
of the Police Department thereafter arrested them. The 
arrestees were John Henry Ferguson, residence 1279 Pennsylvania, 
Memphis, a male Negro, age 20, born September 11, 1947, and 
Willie James Jenkins, male Negro, age 18, born August 31, 1949, 
residence 86 West McLemore. Jenkins was suspended from Carver 
High School in January, 1968, and Ferguson is a dropout. They b6 
were charged with Disorderly Conduct and with Resisting Arrest b 7 C 
and were later arrested on bond and scheduled to appear in b ?D 
Memphis City Court, March 12, 1968. 

1 , , . 3 

| in the near future the Negro civil rights 

leader, Bayard Rust in, male Negro and self -admitted former member 
of the Young Communist League, currently employed by the AFL-CIO 
working with A. Philip Randolph, head of the Pullman Car Porters* 
Union, would come to Memphis to speak on behalf of the strikers; 
that an indeterminate group of Catholic nuns and priests from an 
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undisclosed location "out of town" would momentarily come 
to Memphis and support the strike; and that it is planned be -4 
for several hundred Negro strike workers , en masse,, to b?c -4 
attend the Memphis City Council meeting scheduled to be b7D 1 
hold in the City Hall at Memphis at 2 p.m., March 12, 1968. 

(anticipated these people would undoubtedly provoke 

additional mass arrests, in order to gain publicity, pointing 
out that over one hundred were arrested on Disorderly 
Conduct charges in the laBt Council meeting held March 5, 

1968. 


(The Young Communist League has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450.) 

On Mar oh 12, 1968, a first source advised that in 
addition to Rustln, on Thursday night, Maroh 14, 1968, the 
strike supporters have scheduled the National Executive 
Secretary of the NAACP, Roy Wilkins, to speak at a mass strike 
support rally to be held in Centenary Methodist Churoh, now 
located at 564 Bast McLemore and pastored by Reverend James 
Morris Lawson, Jr. 


REVEREND JAMBS MORRIS LAWSON. JR . 

On May 9, 1967, source two advised that on a 
WHBQ-TV panel discussion on Sunday, April 30, 1967, 
Reverend James Morris LawBon, Jr., Negro male, 

' pastor of the Centenary Methodist Churoh, Memphis, 
and who has been a leader in the April. 1967, 
demonstrations in Memphis opposing United States policy 
in Vietnam, was asked by Panelist Clark Porteous, 
"Press-Scimitar" Reporter, if he, Lawson, was a Communist. 
Lawson replied that he was not a member of the Communist 
Party, but he felt that the Communist program had many 
good points and much to offer the United States. 
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Source one advised that Reverend James Morris 
Lawson was one of the original founders of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in 
I960 and has since that time been considered as a 
leader in so-called nonviolent tactics and source 
recalled that constantly during April, May, June and 
July, 1967, Lawson regularly participated as a 
leader in demonstrations in Memphis opposing United 
States policy in Vietnam. 

As recently as February 23, 1968, source one 
advised that Lawson was preparing to make a trip to 
Czechoslovakia. 

On the same date, source three advised that 
Lawson had stated on that date that he planned to 
leave the United States at New York, New York, 

March 28, 1968, to go to Belgium, Germany, and 
the Prague, Czechoslovakia, where he would be a 
delegate to a Christian Peace Conference. The date 
of the Conference is not known but was presumed by 
source three to be probably in late March or early 
April, 1968. 

Late on the evening of March 11, 1968, Lieutenant 
E, H, Arkin advised that the proposed removal of high school 
students from school had been a failure as only approximately 
150 dropped out of school. They held a rally at Clayborn 
Temple on the afternoon of March 11, 1968, and began a downtown 
march at approximately 4 p.m., March 11, 1968, As the marchers 
headed west on Beale Street toward Main Street, they became 
loud and boisterous and overturned numerous trash cans. At 
first, the police felt they would have to make mass arrests 
but through intervention by police officers and some adult 
Negroes, the youths were sufficiently quieted obviating arrest. 
He pointed out in order to collect garbage with a limited crew 
the Sanitation Department has requested all Memphians to 
place their trash in containers at the curb level of the 
streets, thus facilitating a rapid pick-up of the debris. 


- 4 - 


FBI-Withers-1293 






SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 


He stated that these containers are prime targets for 
youths who may desire to commit acts of vandalism as the 
containers can easily be overturned and also can be 
easily ignited. 

Later on March 11, 1968, Lieutenant Arkin , 
advised that a second march began around 5 p.m., from 
Clayborn Temple, in a driving rainstorm. This march 
mas participated in by less than a hundred students, some 
of whom marched north on Second Street and some on Main 
Street. They met at Main and Gayoso Street and during the 
march one female marcher, name not known, became ill at 
the intersection of Main and Gayoso Street. One of the 
march leaders. Reverend Ezekiel Bell, male Negro, pastor 
of‘ the Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church, accompanied 
this young woman to the John Gaston Hospital in a City 
ambulance for emergency treatment. Shortly thereafter 
the marchers gave up due to inclement weather, an<| there 
were no arrests or incidents. « 

Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that he at first 
feared rumors might start in the Negro community that the 
young woman had been injured by the police and that he was 
relieved that Reverend Bell was actually present so that no 
unfounded charges against the police could be made at a later 
date . 


Lieutenant Arkin, along with source one, felt that 
the strike reached a potentially dangerous stage in that it 
appears that the strikers are rapidly being replaced by new 
workers and will thus see their jobs disappear. They also feel 
that the strike has now been taken over primarily by the 
Negro ministers, headed by Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., 
and primarily supported by Reverend Ezekiel Bell and Reverend 
H. Ralph Jackson, the latter being Director of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church Department of Minimum Salary. 
According to Lieutenant Arkin and source one, it now appears 
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that they are follcm ing a stratagem of injecting more youth 
into the strike support activity, to wit: college students 

and high school age students; and that youth, being impulsive 
by nature and receptive to anything which can stimulate 
excitement, are more prone to commit acts of vandalism, 
destruction, and even violence. Lieutenant Arkin, as well 
as source one. fears that more acts of this nature will 
transpire as the strike progresses. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


6 * 


FBI-Withers-1295 



In Reply % Please Refer to 
File No, 






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
March 12 f 1968 


Title: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Character: RACIAL MATTERS 

Reference: Memorandum prepared at Memphis, 

Tennessee, dated and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI'. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


FBI-Withers-1296 


FBI 


r \ n«Ti i«*»«***i 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH GUIDE 


Transmit the following in 


Date: 3/12/68 


(Type in plain text or code} 


(Priority or Method of Mailing} 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, T8NN, 

RM 

(00; Memphis) 


Re Memphis teletype dated 3/11/68* 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of 
LHM dated and captioned as above. Copies are being furnished 
to U, S* Attorney and Secret Service, Memphis, and to , 

Regional Offices of Military Intelligence* b 

Sources used in enclosed LHM are as. follows: 

,, Source One 
Source Two 


Source Three 


I who requested his identity 
be protected) . 


3~- Bureau (Encs.ll) 
t5D- Memphis 

(1 - 157-1092) 

(P- 170-70 Sub (ME 338-R(Ghetto) 

(1 - 157-556, Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban"Areas)~- 
(1 -.100-662; NAACP) zmAmmUJ, j 

(lj- 66-1687 Sub A, Dissemination) 

WHLtgmh ' 

"»»•- VxD 


Approved: 


M Per 


IV# ■ /a 5 Ll 


Special 


it in Charge 


FBI-Withers-1297 




RE: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE; 

RACIAL MATTERS 


On March 12, ,1968, Lieutenant E, H. Arkin, 
Inspectional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that with regard to the arrest made at Carver 
High School, Memphis, on March 11, 1968, of two male 
Negroes, John Henry Ferguson and Willie James Jenkins, 
who were arrested when ithey endeavored to induce students 
to "walk out" of school in support of the sanitation 
strike in Memphis which has been in existence since 
February 12, 1968, they both appeared in Memphis City 
Court, March 12, 1968. , They appeared before Special Judge 
M. A. Hinds, Jr., who fined each of them $10 and costs 
on a Resisting Arrest charge. Judge Hinds dismissed the 
city charges of Disorderly Conduct against each but bound 
both of them over to the State of Tennessee, and to the 
Shelby County Grand Jury, on State charges of Disorderly 
Conduct, both of them being released on State bonds of 
$250 each. 


Also on March 12, 1968, a first source advised 
that a strike strategy sympathy meeting was held in 
Clayborn Temple, 280 Hernando, Memphis, on the night of 
March 11, 1968; that it was announced there that Roy _ _ ___ 
Wilkins, National Executive Secretary of the NAACP 
New York, New York, would come to Memphis to address a^ J 
strike support rally to be. held in Centenary Methodistr s,Si *® s *. 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee, on the night of March 14*, 

1968, and that efforts .would also be made to brirg 
civil rights spokesman [Bayard Rust in to Memphis in 
indefinite future in an effort to bolster and stimulated* 
support of the strike. ' 
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RE: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 

MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 


Source One added that the Memphis Interdenominational 
Ministers Alliance, made up of approximately 100 Memphis ^ ^ 

Negro ministers and the current main support of the strike, 
called for a mass march on Memphis City Hall and '.the Memphis 
City Council which meets therein on the afternoon of 
March 12, 1968. Reverend Ezekiel Bell, of the Parkway 
Gardens Presbyterian Church and a member of the Ministers 
Alliance, urged those who planned to participate in this 
march to be prepared to "sit in" Council Chambers indefinitely 
when they arrive on the afternoon of March 12, 1968. Source 
One recalled that it was on Tuesday, March 5, 1968, that over 
100 of those attending the Council meeting were arrested 
for disorderly conduct after they refused to leave when the 
Council adjourned. 

Source One stated that it appeared that Bell was 
attempting to tell them to provoke disorderly conduct arrests 
on March 12, 1968. 

On the afternoon of March 12, 1968, representatives ‘ 
of Memphis Police Department were advised, as was Military ‘ 
Intelligence, of the above proposed plans. w 

On the afternoon of March 12, 1968, Special Agents 
of the FBI and representatives of the Memphis Police Depart- 
ment observed approximately 200 Negro adults march from 
Clay born Temple, 280 Hernando, to the Memphis City Hall, 
located at Adams and Main, and seat themselves in the City 
Council Chamber, which (has a 407 persons seating capacity. 

On the afternoon of March 12, 1968, Special Agents 
of the FBI and representatives of the Memphis* Pol ice Department 
observed a portion of the City Council meeting where the strike 
demonstrators were in attendance as spectators. During the 
meeting. Councilman J. 0, Patterson, Jr., a Memphis attorney, 
male Negro, and one of the three Negro members of the Council, 
who is also a member of the Tennessee State Legislature, 
attempted to introduce a resolution or ordinance which would 
permit City employees who belong to labor unions to have a dues 
check-off for the Union in the form of payroll deductions. 

The Council' refused to accept a resolution for 
such an ordinance, whereupon the Negro attendees immediately 
left the Council Chambers and congregated in the large lobby 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


of the City Hall just outside the doors of the Council 
Chambers. Numerous Negro leaders in the City of Memphis 
were in this 'Walk out" group including Reverend James Morris 
Lawson, Jr., pastor of Centenary Methodist Church; Reverend 
S. B. Kyles, Labor Director of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) ; Maxine Smith, 
Executive Secretary of the NAACP, Memphis; Reverend. Ezekiel 
Bell, pastor of Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church; and 
an individual tentatively identified as H. Ralph Jackson, 
of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, 

Reverend Kyles spoke before television cameramen 
and newsmen and addressed the audience, stating, "There is 
no justice for blacks at City Hall," whereupon he was 
loudly cheered. He was followed by Reverend James Morris 
Lawson, Jr., who spoke, saying, "We have to escalate our 
fight," and he emphasized that he would bring a wave of 
national civil rights leaders and other individuals from other 
parts of the country to Memphis to aid in the current strike 
struggle and also emphasized that Roy Wilkins, National 
Executive Secretary of the NAACP, would appear in town on 
March 14, 1968, and possibly Bayard Rust in of the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute would come to Memphis to address the 
strike supporters. 

Reverend Lawson called for all of the protesters 
to march en masse to Clayborn Temple where they would hold 
a rally, following which they would all go to his church, 
the Centenary Methodist Church, 564 Bast »McLemore, for a 
mass rally on the night of March 12, 1968* 

Lieutenant E. H. Arkin, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, advised that leaflets were being passed out 
at various Memphis high schools urging all Negro high school 
students to stay away from school on Wednesday, March 15, 1968, 
and to spend the day in strike support activities. Lieutenant 
Arkin advised that one of the activities scheduled would be 
a picketing of Central High School in Memphis where, Mayor Henry 
Loeb is scheduled to speak at 8:45 a.m, before thegstudent body. 
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SANITATION WORKERS SIR IKS, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 1 


On the late afternoon of March 12, 1968, a second 
source advised that he had learned most reliably that Hosea 
T. Lockard, Negro male, Memphis attorney, who is currently 
Administrative Assistant to Tennessee Governor Buford Ellington, 
came to Memphis on the afternoon of March 12, 1968, and had 
a long conference with Mayor Henry Loeb, during which Lockard 
urged Loeb in the interest of racial harmony, to do all that 
he could to settle the strike, even to the point of going 
on television and spelling out to the strikers and to the 
community just what benefits in the form of wage increases, 
health and accident increases, pension funds, and other work- 
related benefits he would be willing to offer the strikers, 
feeling that if the strikers and the people of the community, 
both Negro and white, were to realize emphatically what the 1 
Mayor was willing to offer, that the strikers might be .willing 
to return to work. 

Source two, who is extremely close to the Negro 
leadership of Memphis, stated that privately most of the members 
of the Memphis Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, now 
using the name of COME which means "Citizens on the Move for 
Equality," would like to see the strike settled; that/ such 
NAACP leaders as Jesse Turner, President of the Memphis Branch ' 
of the NAACP, would like to see the strike settled; /but that 
these individuals are reluctant to come forth for the reason that 
they fear they will lose »face and lose political power in the 
community by being referred to by the militant elements as 
"Uncle Toms." 

On the -'moaning; of March 13, < 1968, a third source 
advised that a massive strike support rally was held in the 
Centenary Methodist Church on the night of March 12, 1968. 

This source advised that several individuals, allegedly 
connected with the black power movement, were present, 
although they did not speak; and that the meeting was chaired 
by Reverend S. B. Kyles, with one of the featured speakers 
being Reverend Ezekiel Bell who made an impassioned speech 
to the effect that if Memphis was not a "city for all the 
people, there would be no city at all." Reverend H. Ralph Jackson 
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MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


spoke, stating that he was concerned regarding "police 
snitchers" and that if he found any police department 
officers or informants in the midst of any of the strike 
rallies that he mould not stop them from being beaten 
up. 


Dr, Vasco A, Smith, Jr,, urged all of the 
strike supporters to stick together and not ? to allow themselves 
to be intimidated by the police and that? even if the police 
used Mace, the debilitating chemical, on them they should not be 
afraid and should not run. 

Reverend Kyle announced that another mass. meeting 
would be held on the evening of March 13, 1968, at St, Paul's 
Baptist Church, Greenwood and McLemore, and announced that 
Roy Wilkins of the NAACP would speak on the night of March 14, 
1968, He stated that due to the fact this would be a mass 
rally, it. would be moved to Mason Temple of the Church of God 
in Christ on Mason Street which is the largest church auditorium 
in the city of Memphis. Reverend Kyle called for a mass 
picketing of downtown Memphis to follow a rally at Clayborn 
Temple at 3 p,m. , March 13, 1968, and for regular picketing 
and boycotting of the downtown area. He also called for a 
strategy meeting of COME to begin at 9 a,m,, March 13, 1968, 
at Mason Temple to organize all-day picketing. 

Source three added that Thomas Oliver Jones, President 
of the American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFL-CIO), which is the striking union, made a 
speech in which he stated that even though he was under 
injunction in Chancery Court he was most frustrated and would 
be willing to do most anything to end this strike, Jones 
added that he had at least 75 Negro volunteers who would do 
most anything to end the strike and that if it was necessary 
to burn the community, they would probably be willing to do 
so. 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE » 


Source three pointed out that t this could have well 
been a mere figure of speech but stated that there has been 
a lot of talk of burning, fighting and other nonspecific 
acts which could logically be construed ,to be of a violent 

nature , 1 

* 

On March 13 , 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Ark in advised 
that a reliable source of the Memphis Police Department con- 
firmed in detail the information furnished by source three, 
adding that the Police Department source stated that about , 
ten to twelve young male Negroes, allegedly black power 
advocates, were at the March 12, 1968, meeting and some of them 
wore the word "Invaders'-* on the back of "their jackets. 

Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that many of the 
followers of Charles Laverne Cabbage and John B, Smith, the/ 
two self -acclaimed black power leaders in Memphis, wear 
these words on their jackets. 


It is to be noted that in connection with another 
investigation on February 16, 1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage 
and John B, Smith, the latter living at 1644 Hanauer Street, 
Apartment 2, advised that they are the leader sof a black 
power movement in Memphis known as Black Organizing Power 
(BOP); that they are attempting to charter this 1 organization; 
that it is oriented toward the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC); and that they are establishing chapters 
on the Memphis State University (MS(J) campus, the LeMoyne 
College campus, and the f Owen College campus and in other 
areas of Memphis, : 

i 

In this connection, on the morning of March 13, 

1968, a fourth source advised that as recently as March 6, 
1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage indicated that he was being 
closely watched by the Police and the FBI) and/- he had to 
be careful about his activities; H®*stated he was convinced 
that the white power structure in Memphis was dedicated to 
the destruction of the Black man; and he stated that some of 
the whites would probably try to kill off some of the more 
militant black men, including himself, and that he was not 
going to take this "lying down," In this connection he 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


stated that he had obtained a gun which he described as 
a "Russian-type gun," not further described. He stated 
that it was impossible to get ammunition: for this weapon 
in Memphis and that he would have tofgeti'it out of Alabama 
or Georgia, He stated that when the weather gets warm 
he wouldRneed this gun to protect himself against the whites 
who are dedicated to killing him and hisifollowers, 

i 

* * 

The fourth source further advised that Cabbage 
emphasized that in an effort to build his black power 
organization he is branching out, developing contacts in 
various neighborhoods ini an effort to organize a militant 
black power group. He emphasized that he has been most 
successful on the college campuses in Memphis and that he 
has been most fortunate by being able to take an active 
part in the current sanitation strike, adding that only 
recently both John Burrell Smith and he had been able to 
make talks at some of the strike support meetings. 

Source four pointed out that he has not personally 
seen any weapons in the possession of Cabbage. John Smith, 
or any of their followers, although beginning as early as 
July of 1967, Cabbage and John Smith had, on various occasions 
made statements to the effect that Memphis should burn and 
that there needed to be a good race riot in Memphis, 

He stated that they are well known in the southwest area of 
Memphis as being militant black power advocates and that 
while they have a small following to date any emotional 
or explosive issue could ^ "set off" the younger irresponsible 
element of the Negro community into massl actions which could 
lead to a riotous situation, 

i >■ 

Source four pointed out that so far this problem 
has remained in the "talk" stage and that he feels that a 
lot of the talk made by such people as Cabbage is done in an 
effort to "shock" their listeners and is.also done to inflate 

their individual egos, < ' , 

I -i • . 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 


The above information was immediately, on the 
morning of March 13, 1967, furnished to Lieutenant E. H. 

Ark in, Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, 

and to William Bray of the 111th Military Intelligence Group, 

Third Army, Memphis, Tennessee. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


The "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, daily 
newspaper , issue of March 14, 1968, reported that Martin Luther 
King, Jr, , head of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) of Atlanta, Georgia, and who is scheduled to be in 
Clarksdale, Mississippi, March 19, 1968, is being implored 
by various Memphis Negro ministers to come to Memphis, 

Tennessee , in 1 support of the sanitation strike which has 
been in existence since February 12, 1968, The newspaper 
also reported that Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., leader 
of the strike sympathizers and former associate of King, told 
the newspaper, "We have no comment at this time," 

REVEREND JAMBS MORRIS LAWSON, JR . 

On May 9, 1967,, source one advised that on a 
WHBQ-TV panel discussion on Sunday/ April 30, 1967, 
Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., Negro male, 
pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, 
and who has been a leader in the April, 1967, 
demonstrations in Memphis opposing United States 
policy in Vietnam, was asked by Panelist Clark Porteous, 
"Press-Scimitar" Reporter, if he, Lawson, was a 
Communist. Lawson replied that; he was not a member 
of the Communist Party, but he felt that the Communist 
program had many good points and much to offer the 
United States. 

Source two advised that Reverend James Morris 
Lawson was one of the original founders of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) ' 
in 1960 and has since that time been considered as a 
leader in so-called nonviolent tactics and source 
recalled that constantly during April, May, June . and !ri 
July, 1967, Lawson regularly participated As a — r — 

leader in demonstrations in Memphis opposing United',;., , W 
States policy in Vietnam. , 




FBI-Withers-1306 


gl43> 

, 

tro-jo-jal 



s 

f 

t 



s 




SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


As recently as February 23, 1968, source 
two advised that Lawson was preparing to make a 
trip to Czechoslovakia. 

* 

On the same date, source three advised that 
Lawson had stated on that date that he planned to 
leave the United States at New York, New York, 

March 28, 1968, to go to Belgium, Germany, and 
% » *■ Prague, Czechoslovakia, where he could be a 
delegate to a Christian Peace Conference. The date 
of the Conference is not known but was presumed by 
source three to be probably in late March or early 
April, 1968. 

On the morning of March 14, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. 

Ark in, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that on the late night of March- 13, 1968, a police 
squad car was hit by rocks and bottles after answering a 
call that several hundred young Negroes had congregated 
near Cypress Junior High School in a Negro neighborhood in 
Memphis. Damage to the squad car was negligible and 
reinforcement squad cars immediately came to the area and 
dispersed the crowd with no further Incidents, 

He stated that a window of Loeb's Barbecue was 
broken during the night, commenting that this establishment 
is owned by William Loeb, brother of Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb, 
who is currently negotiating with the strikers and who appears 
to be the object of the vent of the strikers and strike 
sympathizers. 

Lieutenant Ark in added that oh the morning of 
March 14, 1968, approximately 25 Negro pickets headed by 
a white male, Reverend Malcolm Douglass Blackburn, pastor 
of Clayborn Temple, 280 Hernando, African Methodist Episcopal 
(AME) Church, where numerous strike support meetings have 
been held, began picketing the truck parking area of the 
Sanitation Department on Democrat Road at Airways Boulevard, 
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SANITATI ON WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


from which point each morning approximately 50 sanitation 
trucks leave to pick up garbage throughout the city of 
Memphis, Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that some 300 
individuals are working despite the strike, that many of 
them are new employees who have been hired since the strike 
started, and that much animosity has built up on the part 
of the strikers and their sympathizers against these persons 
who are working. 

At first Blackburn and one Negro stood in the 
roadway at the exit of the sanitation storage area, refusing 
to allow trucks to leave. Police officers told them that 
they had 15 minutes in which to disperse, otherwise they 
would be arrested for obstructing the trucks, and during this 
15-minute period four other male Negroes joined Blackburn 
and his associate, resulting in all six being arrested, 
without incident, by representatives of the Memphis Police 
Department; and each was charged with a State charge of 
Disorderly Conduct and "Conspiracy to Interfere with Public 
Health, Trade and Commerce," 

■This arrest, according to Lieutenant Arkin, took 
place at approximately 7:40 a.m, , March 14, 1968, and- those 
arrested were as follows: 

Malcolm Douglass Blackburn, white male, 
born May 27, 1927, residence 857 Woodland, 

Memphis , 

’Willie James Kimp, male Negro, 
age 22, born September 24, 1945, 
residence 1015 Palermo, Memphis. 

(Lieutenant Arkin advised that Kimp was also arrested 
> in connection with a disturbance on Main Street in 
Memphis on March 13, 1968, as previously reported 
in a communication dated March 13, 1968,) 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


William Talley, male Negro, age 54, 

born May 7, 1913, residing 428 East Calhoun. 

Albert Pigram, male Negro, 

born October 20 ? 1920, residing 923 Lee Street. 

Williamson Walton, male Negro, age 46, 
residing 1031 Tupelo, Apt. 3, 
date of birth February 13, 1922. 

Jake Woods, male Negro, age 29, 

born May 12, 1938, residing 2799 Hale Street, 

Memphis. He has an alias of M. C. 

Lieutenant Arkin added that Blackburn had previously 
been arrested on a disorderly conduct charge when he refused to 
leave Cit£ Hall on March 5, 1968. 

f> 

These six individuals were scheduled to appear In 
Memphis City Court at 9 a.m. , March 15, 1968, and were released 
on their own recognizances by City Judge Bernie Weinman. 

Later on March 14, 1968, Lieutenant Arkin ^added 
that 30 youthful demonstrators, including 10 girls, were 
arrested at Third and Pontotoc during the mid-afternoon of 
March 14, 1968, after police officers had observed them 
blocking traffic at this intersection and creating a disturbance 
when they attempted to stop the movement of a sanitation truck 
picking up trash in that area. These individuals were 
arrested without incident, although some bystanders, according 
to Lieutenant, claimed that the police had .used Mace, the 
debilitating chemical, in connection with the arrests but 
Lieutenant Arkin emphasized that this had not been the 
case. He stated that one or more Negro- women living in the 
area had allegedly told newsmen that Mace was used, that the 
Inspectional Bureau of the Police Department interviewed 
these women, and that they told conflicting stories and 
were finally examined by doctors at the City Hospital, John 
Gaston Hospital, Memphis, who determined to. the best of 
their ability that there was no evidence on their faces of 
any chemicals having been used thereon, 1 
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Lieutenant Arkin stated that this youth march 
which had originated at Clayborn Temple shortly prior 
thereto was led by Reverend Harold A, Middle brook, age 
26, residing 257 Walker, Memphis, and that he was assisted 
in this venture by Reverend Roosevelt Joyner, age 24, 
residing 911 Grove, Both Middlebrook and Joyner were 
among those arrested and both denied that the youths created 
a disorderly situation and blamed police for disrupting 
what they, Middlebrook and Joyner, referred to as a peaceful 
demonstrat ion. 

Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that among those 
arrested were John Burrell Smith, male Negro, who resides 
at 1644 Hanauer, Apartment 2, and who is a student at 
Owen Junior College, and his associate Charles S, Ballard, 
an Owen College student. 

It is noted that on February 16, 1968, in 
connection with another FBI investigation, Charles S, Ballard 
and John B, Smith, both volunteered to representatives of the 
FBI that they were part of a small governing body of what 
they referred to as Black Organizing Power (BOP) , a Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) oriented black 
power group, which they were establishing in the city of 
Menqphis, 


Lieutenant Arkin added that 17 of those arrested 
were juveniles, 18 years of age or under, and that they were 
released by the police after their parents were contacted 
and came to assume custody of them. He advised that the 
adults arrested were released by Judge Bernie Weinman on 
their own recognizances, all scheduled tb appear in Memphis 
City Court on March 15, 1968, 

Lieutenant Arkin added that with regard to the 9 
youths who- were arrested on March 13, 1968, reported in the 
communication dated March 14, 1968, Judge Weinman held all 
of these individuals to the State of Tennessee on a State 
Disorderly Conduct charge and set their bond at $250 each. 

He dismissed the Night Riding charges which had originally 
been placed against them, ' 
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On the late night of March 13, 1968, a fourth 
source who t has furnished reliable information in the past 
advised that on the night of March 13. 1968, at a> meeting 
of the Liberal Club, Memphis State University (MSU), 
attended by both white and Negro students, that it was 
decided by a dissident, admitted 'lnew left*' element headed 
by students George Leone, Mary Helen Evans, and Jim 
Walker Cooper, as well as by a Negro student Morgan 
McCraw, who represented the Black Student Association (BSA), 
to picket' and harass Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb when he appeared 
on the MSU campus on March 14, 1968, to give a talk in the 
school auditorium in connection with the business fair 
being conducted by the Business Administration School at 
MSU. 

At this same meeting, a group headed by Jim Walker 
Cooper, Walter Mims Ellis, and Pamela Conclin,all MSU students 
decided to try to form a Students for Democratic Society (SDS) 
chapter at MSU and agreed to have a meeting in this regard 
for the purpose of forming such a chapter on Monday, March 18, 
1968. 


(A characterisation of the SDS is set forth in 
the Appendix Section.) 

On the early morning of March 14, 1968, the above 
information was orally furnished to Lieutenant E. H. Arkin; 
to William Bray, 111th Military Intelligence, Third Army, 
Memphis; to Hugh Bauer of the Tennessee Bureau of - Criminal 
Identification (TBCI) ; and to William F.* Youngson, Director 
of Security, MSU. 

Mr. Youngson advised that someone had anonymously 
distributed handbills on the MSU campus^ which consists of 
15,000 students, stating that there would be no classes 
held from 10:45 a.m. until noon on March* 14, 1968, in order 
that all students could hear Henry Loeb and that free 
refreshments would be served. He pointed out that this 
was a hoax and that it might have some connection with the 
planned demonstration. 
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Later on March 14, 1968, Mr. Youngson reported 
that Mayor Loeb had appeared as scheduled and had spoken 
in the MSU auditorium, following which he visited the 
Business School Fair, and up to this point the pickets 
had not appeared. As Mayor Loeb was driving off the campus, 
the pickets suddenly appeared,- walking down one of the 
campus streets. Mayor Loeb insisted on stopping his car, 
got out of the car, went among the students, and a heated 
discussion took place between Mayor Loeb'and some of the 
student leaders, including Edwina Harrell, female Negro, 
one of the leaders of the Black Student Association (BSA) 
on the MSU campus. 

Mr. Youngson pointed out that unfortunately 
the news media was present, along with television cameramen, 
and that all of this was recorded for the news media, which 
actually built up the egos of those demonstrators consisting 
of approximately 150 students, the vast majority of whom were 
Negroes. He pointed out that Mayor Loeb invited the students 
to visit with him os his regular Thursday afternoon conferences 
with interested citizens and that he felt that Mayor Loeb was 
inviting trouble and was giving a publicity build-up to a 
group which did not deserve it. 

Mr. Youngson stated that there were no incidents, 
other than a shoving match, between an unidentified white 
and an unidentified Negro, which was soon stopped by some 
of the students. No arrests were made and none are anticipated, 

t * 

It will be noted that on February 16, 1968, in 
connection with another FBI investigation, Edwina Jeanetta 
Harrell, of 2418 Gentry, a Douglass High* School graduate, 
Memphis, Tennessee, volunteered to representatives of the 
FBI that she is a member of the governing body df-tbe hereinbefore 
mentioned Black Organizing Power (BOP), and that she is the 
BOP representative on the MSU campus and' is working to form 
a BSA on the MSU campus, which will be oriented in the black 
power concept , ; 
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Also on March 14, 1968, source two advised 
that Edwiha Harrell is the girl friend and close companion 
of Charles L, Cabbage, male Negro, who it will be noted 
also volunteered to representatives of the FBI on February 16, 
1968, that he is the leader of the BOP movement in Memphis, 
Tennessee, 


Also on March 14, 1968, Lieutenant E, H, Ark in, 
advised that strike support leaders headed by the Negro 
ministers of the Memphis Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance are urging high school students, particularly 
Negro students^ to remain out of school on March 14 and 15, 

1968, to conduct numerous downtown sympathy marches in 
connection with the strike. 

On March 14, 1968, source two, who has remained 
close to the Negro element in Memphis and to the strike 
supporters, advised that racial tension is building up in 
Memphis; that each arrest and each march or demonstration 
tends to build up emotion and in some instances hatred on the 
part of the Negroes to the city administration and in particular 
to Mayor Henry Loeb who they consider as their enemy and 
against the Memphis Police Department because this agency is? 
charged with the responsibility of maintaining law and order; 
and that it is this agency which sends its representatives 
to escort all marches and demonstration. The Negro community 
is particularly bitter because the Police Department has sent 
many Negro officers in plain clothes to strike support meetings 
and several of them have thus far been exposed. He stated 
that the longer the strike continued, the more bitter feeling 
would become and the more conscious the Negroes would be of 
their need for a unified effort against -the city government; 
and he said that all of this could lead to possible sporadic 
incidents, outbursts and possible vandalism which could only 
culminate in more arrests, further compounding the tension 
existing in Memphis. 
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Source two also advised that considerable jealousy 
is developing within the strike support leadership and 
that Reverend James Morris Lawson. Jr. , appears to be the 
brains and the bellwether of the Ministerial Alliance which 
is primarily supporting the strike. He stated that Charles L, 
Cabbage, who heads the BOP movement in Memphis, which hereto- 
fore has been extremely small but having support on the three 
Memphis campuses of LeMoyne, Owen and Memphis State University, 
has built up a following among youth in Memphis to a limited 
scale. Cabbage on March 14, 1968, commented that he is 
attempting to build up support for his BOP movement in the 
Memphis high schools and is using the sanitation strike 
as a vehicle in order to stimulate interest on the part of 
Negro youths in his black power movement. 

According to source two, Cabbage stated that he 
had been in Atlanta, Georgia, for two or three days prior 
to March 13, 1968, to get advice and guidance and he inferred 
that he had been in contact with representatives of the 
SNCC there. Cabbage on returning to Memphis read a story 
which recently appeared in the Memphis "Commercial Appeal" 
indicating that Reverend Lawson controlled the black community, 
and Cabbage bitterly resented this. He tried to call Lawson 
on the night of March 13, 1968, to challenge him in regard 
to this purported Negro leadership but was unable to make 
contact. Cabbage now appears to be extremely jealous of 
James Morris Lawson who ironically was the one who gave 
Cabbage impetus during the summer of 1967 when Lawson put 
Cabbage and John B. Smith, his associate, on the payroll of 
the Memphis poverty agency, known as the Memphis Area Project - 
South (MAPS). 

Also on March 13, 1968, according to source two, 
Cabbage commented that he had purposely been staying in the 
background recently in an effort to coordinate black power 
activities in the city of Memphis and had been letting his 
associate John B. Smith get the publicity and be the "front 
man." He stated, however, that if Lawson insists on getting 
all of the publicity, he, Cabbage, will come out from the 
background and come into the limelight in a manner in which 
he did not describe. 
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Also on March 14, 1968, Lieutenant Arkin and 
source five both independently stated that based on their 
close observations and contacts with some of the young, 
more militant strike supporters, three individuals in 
particular have been agitating abrasive action to promote 
police arrests of some of the strike supporters in an 
effort to get publicity and to harass the police. These 
individuals are John Henry Ferguson, also known as "Crazy Man 
Onion," male Negro, age 20, born September 11, 1947, 
residing 1279 Pennsylvania, Memphis; and Peter Bell, 
male Negro, age 22, born June 21, 1945, residing 652 
Richmond, as well as Willie James Kimp, male Negro, age 23, 
born September 24, 1945, residing 1015 Palermo. It will 
be noted that Ferguson has been arrested twice, namely on 
March 11 and again on March 13, 1968, and that Kimp was 
arrested March 13 and again on March 14, 1968. 

The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of March 15, 
1968, reported that "Two of the nation's top figures in the 
civil rights movement" appeared at Mason Temple on the night 
of March 14, 1968, before 9,000 supporters and that these 
two individuals were Roy Wilkins, Executive Director of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), and Bayard Rustin, an official of the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute. The paper also reported that Rustin 
said, 'The city of Memphis ought to be ashamed of itself 
for its position in theft .strike of 1300 sanitation workers," and 
that Wilkins pointed out the large percentage of Negro 
voters as a tool to gain concessions and repeatedly urged' 
a course of nonviolence in connection with the current strike 
situation. Rustin was reported as comparing the current 
strike to the 1955 Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott and 
called the strike , "one of the .greatest struggles; for the 
emancipation of the black man today," He further said, 

'This becomes the symbol of the movement to get rid of 
poverty," He stated, "It is* written that where there is 
justice, order will maintain it; ^where there is injustice, 
disorder is inevitable," 
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The story continued that when the audience 
responded loudly to Wilkins* declaration that "You have 
given enough in f orebearance , " that Wilkins replied to the 
audience, "I don*t mean to go out and tear up the town. 

This is your town, just like it*s a lot of other peoples* 
town, and you*ve got to live in it, Don*t foul your nest 
but don*t give an inch." Wilkins was quoted as saying, 

"I didn't come here to &ake threats but anybody who runs 
around picking on peaceful people is building for trouble. 

I don't mean riots, but when you plant that kind of seed in 
the population it takes years to get out." The paper said 
he was referring to the police use of Mace on marchers. 
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APPENDIX 


STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY ( SDS) 


The Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), as it 
is known today, cause into being at a founding convention held 
at Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962, The SDS is an 
association of young people on the left and has a current 
program of protesting the draft, promoting a campaign for 
youth to develop a conscientious objector status, denouncing 
> United States intervention in the war in Vietnam and to 
"radically transform" the university community, and provide 
for its complete control by students. Gus Hall, General 
Secretary, Communist Party, USA, when interviewed by a 
representative of United Press International in San Francisco, 
California, on May 14, 1965, described the SDS as a part 
of the "responsible left" which the Party has "going for us," 
At the June, 1965, SDS National Convention, an anti- 
communist proviso was removed from the SDS constitution. 

In the 0ctobor,7, 1966, issue of "New Left Notes," the 
official publication of SDS, an SDS spokesman stated that 
there are some communists in SDS and they are welcome. The 
national headquarters of this organization as of April 18, 
1967, was located in Room 206, 1608 West Madison Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to 
be distributed outside your agency. 
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Re: SANITATION ’WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On March 17,, 1968, .Captain Jewell G. Ray, 
Inspectional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that the sanitation* workers strike which began* in 
Memphis, Tennessee, on February, 12, >1968,, continues^, 

Strike support is primarily coming from a group of .125 Negro 
ministers connected with the Memphis Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance which is now calling itself COME 
(Community on the Move for Equality). On Saturday',, 'March 17, 
1968, this group sponsored a series of small intermittent 
marches in downtown Memphis in support of the strikers. 

The marchers stayed on the sidewalks and left Clay born 
Temple African Methodist Episcopal Church, 280 Hernando,' 
throughout the day. Another small group marched and 
picketed the Poplar Plaza Shopping Center area of Highland 
and Poplar Avenue. There were no arrests and no violence. 

Captain Ray added that late on March 16, 1968, the 
Shelby County Tennessee Grand Jury, Memphis, indicted eight 
strike supporters who were arrested 1 February 23, 1968, by 
the Memphis Police Department at Main Street and Gayoso. 

(The details of this arrest were set forth in a communication 
dated February 24, 1968.) Those indicted were as follows: 

Thomas Oliver Jones, President of Local 1733, 

American Federation of State, County and 

Municipal Employees; 

John Kearney, age 30, of 5015 Spottswood; 

O. D. Wilson, age 31, of 1229 Marble; 


James P. Jordan, age 23, .of 1415 Britton; 

11 - Bureau; 1 - USA, Memphis; ol-Secret Service, Memphis; 1 - lllthUI.Kfs 
X - 111th MX, Nashville; X - 0*3; X - NISO, Charleston; 1 - TOP,- Memphis; 

<£> Memphis (157-1W3) (157-856) <170-98) (100-4105) <157-1664) 

(100-662) (17530 Sub) v 
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Jack Washington, age 54, 730 Bennett Place; 

George Jeffries, age 23, 2552 Supreme; 

Eugene Brown, age 56, 1587 Latham; 

0. B. Hicks, age 72, of 262 Henry. ^ 

All of the above were charged with State charges of 
Disorderly Conduct. The trial date was not set. 

On March 17, 1968, Lieutenant >E. H. Arkin, 
Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised 
that during the night of March 16, 1968, four Negro 
youths were arrested by the Memphis Police Department 
after they threw a Molotov cocktail (a bottle of gasoline 
with a rag wick lighted by a match)* at a small grocery 
store at Hernando and Pontotoc across the street from 
Clayborn Temple. They ran into the church after they 
threw the cocktail. No damage was done. All are being 
turned over to Memphis Juvenile Court. The four youths 
are as follows: 

Henry C. Bridgeforth, age 16, 

2593 Felix Street, Memphis; 

Rudy Garner, age 17, 

2814 Amsden, Memphis; 

William Fisher, age 15, 

384 South Fourth Street, Memphis; 

Michael Bridgeforth, age 16, 

2464 Brooklyn, Memphis. 

The "Commercial Appeal," Memphis, Tennessee, dally 
newspaper, issue of March .17, 1968, reported that Reverend 
James Morris Lawson, Jr., Pastor of the Centenary Methodist 
Church, Memphis, announced that Martin Luther King, Jr., will 
speak at a mass strike support meeting at Mason Temple 
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(Church of God in Christ), 938 Mason Street, Memphis, 
on Monday, March 18, .1968. No definite time was set for 
the speech. The story added that King is scheduled to be 
in Clarksdale, Mississippi, Tuesday, March 19, 1968. 

REVEREND JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR. 

On May 9, 1967, source one advised tha't on a 
WHBQ-TV panel discussion on Sunday, April 30, 1967, 
Reverend James Morris ’Lawson, Jr,. , Negro male, 
pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, ^Memphis, 
and who had been a leader ’in tliei April 1 .1967 
demonstrations in Memphis, opposing United States ■ 
policy in Vietnam, was^askdd by Panelist Clark ^Porteous, 
"Press-Scimitar" Reporter, , if he, Lawson, was a 
Communist. Lawson replied that he was 'not a member 
of the Communist Party, /but hefelt that the Communist 
program had many good points and- much to offer the 

United States. ' , • 1 

£ 

t 

Source two advised that Reverend James Morris 
Lawson was one of the • original founders of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 
in 1960 and has since that time been considered as a 
leader in so-called nonviolent tactics and source 
■recalled that constantly during April, May, June and 
July, 1967, Lawson regularly participated as a 
leader in demonstrations in Memphis opposing United 
States policy in Vietnam. 

As recently as February 23, 1968, source two 
advised- that Lawson was preparing to make a trip 
to Czechoslovakia. 

On the same date, source three advised 1 
that Lawson had stated on that date -that he planned to 
leave the United States at New York, New York, 

March 28, 1968, to go to Belgium, Germany and 
Prague, Czechoslovakia, where he could be a 
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delegate to a Christian Peace Conference. The 
date of the Conference is not known but was presumed 
by source three to be probably in late March or 
early April, 1968. 

On March 8, 1968, source one advised that 
during the television 'program, ’’Press Conference," 
on Sunday, March 3, 1968, at 12:30 p.m., on 
WHBQ-TV Channel 13 in Memphis, Tennessee, 

Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr. , was interviewed 
by a news panel consisting of Jim Evans, UPI 
Bureau Chief, Memphis; by Clark Porteous, veteran 
reporter for the Memphis "Press-Scimitar" newspaper; 
and by Don Stevens, News Director, WHBQ-TV. In 
response to a question by Clark Porteous regarding 
the Memphis sanitation strike which began February 12, 
1968, Lawson said he was a leader in support of the 
strike which is being supported by the Memphis Ministerial 
Alliance. Porteous asked Lawson if his group planned 
to bring any "black power" boys into the strike activity. 
Lawson said the group was bringing in the "black 
power" boys as the group wanted a "united front." 

In response to a question by Stevens and 
Porteous regarding the importing of outsiders, 

Lawson replied that he definitely wanted to 
bring in such people as Martin Luther King, Jr., 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) . When asked about Stokely Carmichael of 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 
being brought in, Lawson replied that he had 
known Carmichael for eight years and felt that 
Carmichael was doing much to unify Negroes all 
over the eastern seaboard; and that if it was 
necessary to insure a unified Negro effort in Memphis 
he, Lawson, would bring Carmichael to Memphis. Lawson 
blamed the "bad judgment and actions of the Memphis 
Police Department" for all the trouble thus far in 
connection with the sanitation workers strike which 
started February 12, 1968. 
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The "Press-Scimitar" issue of March 16, 1968, 
advised that Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb proposed to submit 
the question of city-authorized Union dues check-off for 
sanitation workers to a voters' referendum in the August, 

1968, State-County Election, as the question of dues 
check-off appears to be the main obstruction to settlement 
of the strike. 

The story continued that the Tennessee Council on 
Human Relations will sponsor two meetings "in an attempt *-to , 

provide public understanding of the issues involved in the 
strike," according to Baxton Bryant, Executive Director 
of the Council. The first meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 19, 1968, at 7:30 p.m. at St. Louis Catholic 
Church, 203 White Station Road, Memphis, where labor representa- 
tives and those supporting the strike can explain their position. 
The second meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 20, 

1968, at the same place and give Mayor Loeb a chance to 
present the city's views. 

On March 17, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Arkin 
Inspectlonal Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised that 
at about 2:16 a.m., March 16, 1968, a firebomb consisting of 
a quart beer bottle full of kerosine and ignited rag was 
thrown against the outside of the home of Leonard Ward, a 
male Negro, age 55, who is a supervisor in the Sanitation 
^Department and who is continuing tow>rk during the strike. 

Limited damage was done to the outside of .Ward's house 
located at 977 Driver Street. The identity of the perpetrator 
or perpetrators is unknown. 

No strike activity was scheduled for March 17, 

1968, according to Lieutenant Arkin. He said, however, that 
at a strike support rally sponsored by COME at St. Stephens 
CME Church, 600 North Fourth Street, Reverend Harold Middlebrook 
told the youngsters to attend school Monday, March 18, 1968, 
and to report to Clayborn Temple at 4:30 p.m. for a downtown 
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march. He said an adult march would be held at 3 p.m. 
Lieutenant Arkin said that Memphis Juvenile Court Judge . 
Kenneth Turner has instructed the Memphis Police Department; 
to pick up all school-age children participating in 
demonstrations and marches during school hours as. the COME 
has recently been urging school children to stay out of 
school to support the strike. Turner has said he will 
start fining parents $10 a day when their children are 
truant . 


Lieutenant Arkin said it was announced at the 
meeting that Martin Luther King, Jr., would speak at a 
strike support rally sponsored by COME on Monday night, 
March 18, 1968, at Mason Temple, at 7:30 p.m. The Temple 
holds about 9,000 people. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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All sources (except any listed below) whose 
identities are concealed in referenced communication 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the-.property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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SAC (157-NKf) 3/19/68 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


MILTON MACK 
RM 


On 3/13/66 1 | fora lotted 

to SA WILLIAM U. LAWSBMC8 photographs of * stale Negro taken 
in «m of the sympathy strike wrdwe for sanitation workers* 
Memphis* Tens, (which strike started 2/12/68). This 
photo shows this sale Negro with an Afro hair-do* sunglasses* 
wearing an athletic jacket and carrying a sandwich type 
sign. The front of the sign read * 11 

"Black Bower Mean Higher Wages Or?" 

The reverse side reads" 

"Give Vs Higher Wages and Better Jobs or 

Give Me Death" and "Jobs or Death ~ Burn Baby 

Barn" ~**We Will Wight" 

I . ~1 triad to converse with this 

individual who was aost Militant in his consents. All b?D 
he would saw was that he es s the track coach at LeMoyne . 
College. I T will try to verify this^, 


Os 3/14/68 I 

I I volunteered to BAs BOVXLL 8. LOU And WILLIAM H. LAV^XNCS 
that this person is MILTON MACK* a LeMoyne College student* 
who is allegedly on the track teas. MACK* around Novesber b6 2 4 
and early De cembe r* 1987* cane to the Owen College canpns :^ c 
to participate in some of the black po wer me etings led by b /B 1 
CHARLES L. CABBAGB and JOHM B* SMITH. Isa ld. be knew 

nothing else shout MACK. 
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The 1968 City Directory list* MILTON MACK, 
wife CORA MACK, occupation atudent; residence 1603 South 
Cooper, Memphis, Tennessee. 

0 On 3/15/68 this inforaation, along with a photograph 

was furnished to Lt* g, H. ARKIH, Inspectional Bureau. Memphis 
Police Department* 


RgCOMMKMDATlQy: 

Open and assign 157-MEW re 


b6 -4 
b7C -4 


i 


J 


- 48 - 


FBI-Withers-1330 



DECLASSIFICATION ^■[ORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLifisiFICATION GUIDE 




In Reply, Phot* Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST1C 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
March 19, 1968 



RE: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference is made to communication dated March 
18, 1968, made at Memphis, Tennessee. : 

On the afternoon of March 18, 1968, Capt. Jewell G. 
Ray, Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Depart- 
ment, advised that there was little strike support activity 
during the day of March 18, 1968, and that some of the strikers 
and some of their adult supporters sponsored by a group of 
Negro Memphis ministers connected with the Memphis Interdenomi- 
national Ministerial Alliance and who have adopted the name of 
Community on the Move for Equality (COME) held a downtown march 
peacefully on the sidewalks, single file, around 3:00 p.m. 

March 18, 1968, He advised that at about 4:30 p:m. a small 
*>, group of teenagers marched the same route without incident. 

Capt. Ray stated that the big excitement in Memphis 
on March 18, 1968, was the scheduled appearance of Martin Luther 
King jr. of Atlanta, Georgia, President of the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference, who had been scheduled fo address 
a strike support rally sponsored by COME at Mason Temple, Mason 
Avenue, Memphis, this being a Church of God in Christ institu- 
tion. He stated that outside of the Mid-South Coliseum, it is 
the largest indoor arena in Memphis and can seat some 10,000 
people. 


On the late night of March 18, 1968, Capt. Ray advised 
that King had appeared, arriving late, after 9;00 p.m., and he 
was accompanied on the platform by Rev. Ralph D. Abernathy, who 
is repQ3ftbtt^' to 'be Vice-President at Large of the southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) . 
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. accompanying King to Memphis were 
Andrew J. Young, Executive Director of SCLC, and James Bevel, 
a member of the executive staff of SCLC. 

Rev. James Morris Lawson Jr.,, pastor, Centenary 
Methodist Church, Memphis, according to Ray, is understood 
to also be on the executive staff of SCLC and was the person 
purportedly responsible for bringing King and his group to 
Memphis to stimulate support of the sanitation strike. 

Ray stated that he had been reliably informed that 
at the meeting on the night of March 18^ 1968, King made an 
impassioned speech to an , estimated' crowd of 9,000 to 12,000 
people, predominantly Negroes, who showed up to hear him. 

King called for an escalation of the strike and for support 
thereof. King made a series of demagogic appeals to the 
baser emotions of the predominantly Negro audience and 
pointed out they had to acquire more economic goods now 
possessed by the white man and that they had to obtain power. 
He/Tkept emphasizing power without becoming specific as to how 
'fheycould obtain power. Ray stated that the audience was 
emotionally moved by King's speech, and King concluded by 
calling for a unified effort on the part of all Negroes in 
Memphis, some 250^000, to oppose the Memphis city adminis- 
tration headed by Mayor Henry Loeb who heretofore has refused 
to accept a union dues checkoff which is the big bottleneck 
in the settlement of the sanitation strike, which has been in 
progress since February 12, 1968. King called on all Negroes 
in Memphis to utilize Friday, March 22, 1968, as a protest 
day in which all Negroes would refuse to show up for work and 
all Negro students would refuse to go to school and that all 
Negroes would thereby be urged to come into downtown Memphis 
for what King described as a massive downtown march. 

King indicated that he would be in Mississippi for 
the next several days stimulating support for his forthcoming 
April 22, 1968, "Poor people's Camp-In" in Washington, D. C., 
and would probably return to Memphis in time to participate in 
the scheduled massive march on March 22, 1968. 

Ray stated that Ralph D. Abernathy made a talk in 
which he urged stfike supporters and strike sympathizers to 
physically place their bodies in front of the some 60-odd 
Memphis Sanitation Department pick-up trucks which are cur- 
rently collecting garbage in Memphis during the strike, even 
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if this provoked arrest. 

On March 19, 1968, Lt. E. H. Arkin, Inspectional 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, and Inspector G. P. Tines, 
Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised that 
there had been no known arrests on the part of people throwing 
themselves in front of sanitation trucks, and there was con- 
siderable activity scheduled for March 19, 1968, namely, a 
mass march on the part of strikers and strike sympathizers to 
the Memphis City Hall to attend the weekly meeting of the 
Memphis City Council which begins at 2:30 p.m. 

Lt. Arkin stated that the strikers who have daily 
meetings at the Firestone union hall plan to arrive early in 
order to obtain some of the 407- spectator seats in the City 
Council chambers, and another group of sympathizers will march 
from Clayborn AME Temple, 280 Hernando, to the City Hall single 
file on the sidewalks. 

P 

Lt. Arkin stated that King and his group stayed at 
the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry street, a predominantly Negro 
motel, during the night of March 18, 1968, and shortly before 
noon, King left, ostensibly to go to the state of Mississippi 
in connection with his ’’poor People’s Camp-in.” Arkin stated 
that Ralph D. Abernathy remained in Memphis and was conferring 
with some of the ministerial leaders who are supporting the 
strike, namely, James Morris Lawson jr., Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, 
and others. 


MARTIN LTJTHER KING JR. 


A Communist party functionary described' Mar, tin ^ 
LUther King Jr. as a confirmed Marxist in February 1962. 
(Memphis Confidential Source 1)7^Q.(U) 


JAMES BEVEL 

Bevel, in early March 1966, was observed to be present 
at the offices of the West Side W. E. B. DuBois Club in 
Chicago (DCA) . Discussion took .place at this time cen- 
tering around reaction to a recent notification that the Attorney 
General'; of the United States intended to label the DuBois 
Clubs as a Communist front. Bevel, in conversation, stated 
that he would have ignored this notification and kept about 
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the work in which he was engaged. He felt that if the 
DuBois Clubs have a real program of help for the people, 
then the people would answer for the clubs despite any 
labels applied to them. 

Most present agreed that the attack on the DuBois 
Clubs was a part of the plan by the "establishment" to 
undermine the civil rights movement. They felt that the 
recent hearings into Klan activities in this country 
were only a beginning which would lead to a full scale 
attack on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), the real target. One of those present stated 
during the course of this discussion that he was not a 
Communist, and to this Bevel was overheard to reply that 
every thinking American should be. He stated that Negroes 
have not begun -to read yet, but when they do, they will 
all be socialists. V 

(Memphis Confidential Source 2) , 


(A characterization of the DCA is attached to the 
appendix section of this communication.) 

On the late afternoon of March 18^ 1968, a third source/ 

advised that Rev. James Morris Lawson jr. had just stated ’ 
that he has requested Father James Groppi, the controversial 
Catholic priest from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to come to Memphis 
over the weekend of March 23, 1968, to lead a protest rally 
supporting the strike. 

Source three recalled that Groppi is the one who has 
led militant marches in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, for the greater 
part of the last year, aimed at ending closed housing operations 
in Milwaukee and is the one who led a group of militant Negro 
youths into the office of the Mayor of Milwaukee about seven 
or eight months ago when the group with Groppi defaced furni- 
ture and equipment in the Mayor 's office doing several thousand 
dollars' worth of damage. Source three pointed out that Groppi 
is a demagogue who has an ability to inflame audiences, partic- 
ularly young audiences. 

Source three stated that Lawson was not certain that 
Groppi would come but was hoping he would accede to Lawson's 
request . 
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REV. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON JR . 

On May 9, 1967, source four advised that on a 
WHBQ-TV panel discussion on Sunday, April 30, 1967, 

Rev. James Morris Lawson Jr., Negro male, pastor of 
the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, and who had 
been a leader in the April 1967 demonstrations in 
Memphis opposing united states policy in Vietnam, was 
asked by Panelist Clark Porteous, ’’Press-Scimitar” 
reporter, if he, Lawson, was a Communist. Lawson 
replied that he was not a member of tfie communist 
Party, but he felt that the Communist program had 
many good points and much to offer the United States. 

Source three advised that Rev. James Morris Lawson< 
was one of the original founders of the Student Non- 
violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) in 1960 and has 
since that time been considered as a leader in so-called 
nonviolent tactics and source recalled that Constantly 
during Apri$, May, June and July 1967, Lawson regularly 
participated as a leader in demonstrations in Memphis 
opposing united States policy in Vietnam. v r 

*}?■ 

As recently as February 23, 1968, source three « , 

advised that Lawson was preparing to make a trip to 
Czechoslovakia . 

On the same date, source five advised that Lawson 
had stated on that date that he planned to leave the 
United States at New York, New York, March 28, 1968, 
to go to Belgium, Germany and Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
where he could be a delegate to a Christian peace Con- 
ference. The date of the Conference is not known but 
was presumed by source to be probably in late March or 
early April 1968. 

On March 8, 1968, source four advised that during 
the television program, "press Conference,” on Sunday, 
March 3, 1968, at 12:30 p.m. , on WHBQ-TV Channel 13 in 
Memphis, Tennessee, Rev. James Morris Lawson Jr. was 
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interviewed by a news panel consisting of Jim Evans, UPI 
Bureau Chief, Memphis, by Clark Porteous, veteran 
reporter for the Memphis "Press-Scimitar" newspaper; 
and by Don Stevens, News Director, WHBQ-TV. in' 
response to a question by Clark Porteous regarding 
the Memphis sanitation strike which began February 
12, 1968, Lawson said he was a leader in support of 
the strike which is being supported by the Memphis 
Ministerial Alliance. Porteous asked Lawson if his 
group planned to bring any "black power" boys into the 
strike activity. Lawson said the group was bringing in 
the "black power" boys as the group wanted a "united 
front . " 

In response to a question by Stevens and Porteous 
regarding the importing of outsiders, Lawson replied 
that he definitely wanted to bring in such people as 
Martin Luther King Jr., of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) . When asked about Stokely 
Carmichael of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) being brought in, Lawson replied 
that he had known Carmichael for eight years and felt 
that Carmichael was doing much to unify Negroes all 
over the eastern seaboard; and that if it was neces- 
sary to insure a unified Negro effort in Memphis he, 
Lawson, would bring Carmichael to Memphis. Lawson 
blamed the "bad judgment and actions of the Memphis 
Police Department" for all the trouble thus far in 
connection with the sanitation workers strike which 
started February 12, 1968. 
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0n")forclr*19’ > ' 1968, source sjLx , advised that on the late 
evening of March 18, 1968, in a confidential conversation 
with Rev. Ezekiel Bell, Negro male, Pastor, parkway Gardens 
Presbyterian Church, Bell confided that on March 19, 1968, 
he will insist that the ministers making up the governing 
body of COME invite former national chairman of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) Stokely Carmichael 
to come to Memphis within the next ten days to lead a strike 
rally and if these ministers veto his recommendation, he and 
his church individually will bring Carmichael to Memphis 
within the next ten days. Bell further emphasized) that he 
wants to bring a barrage of outside figures to Memphis in 
•order to create the utmost turmoil and to bringrthe city of , 
Memphis to "its feet." 

Source six recalled that Bell .has' been one of the 
most vocal and vituperative and demagogic strike support 
leaders and that within the past month in the City Council 
chambers he urged others to forcibly tear down the city seal 
and at another City Council meeting held about two weeks ago 
he made the statement in public that if he thought the city 
of Memphis was worth burning he would burn it himself. 

On 1 March 19, 1968, source six stated' that Jesse 
Epps, Field- Director of the American Federation of State, 

County and Municipal Employees, which is attempting to organ- 
ize the sanitation workers, plans to saturate the Negro com- 
munity with handbills urging that all Negroes leave school 
and their jobs March 22, 1968, for a massive downtown protest 
march; that Rev. Ezekiel Bell stated that the march would start 
at 9:00 a.m.; and that the COME is asking for 400 to 500 volun- 
teers to appear around 6:30 a.m. March 22, 1968, at the Sani- 
tation Department storage area at Democrat Road and Airways 
Boulevard to physically prevent sanitation trucks from starting 
their daily rounds with the realization that there will be 
several hundred mass arrests of these demonstrators by the 
Memphis police Department. 


On March 19, 1968, Lt. Arkin advised that a reliable 
source of the Memphis Police Department stated that at a recent 
strike support meeting Rev. Bell, in front of several hundred 
strike sympathizers stated that he had quit smoking three years 
ago but had resumed smoking recently in order that he would have 
an excuse to carry, matches. Bell did not elaborate but the 
police source assumed that he was indicating people might burn 
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as a protest; in other words, set sporadic fires as a 
harassment in the form of vandalism in the city of 
Memphis. 


Lt. Arkin stated that his department had 
learned that Ezekiel Bell, who was born August 9, 1935, of 
parents ‘Dan and Evelyn Bell, as of 1950 resided at 1632 
Brookins, Memphis^. Tennessee, and had attended the Douglas 
School from the third grade until his ’graduation there 
on June 5, 1953. He was first in a class of 42 students, 
was President of the 'Student ^Council,, and President of the 
Senior Class. 

The above information as {received from Memphis 
sources was furnished; to Lieutenant iE. H. Arkin. and 
Mr. William Bray, 111th Military Intelligence Group, 
Memphis, Tennessee.; , • 
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APPENDIX 


W. E. B. DU BO IS CLUBS OF AMERICA (DCA) 

fT“ 

A source advised that on October 26-27, 1963, a con- 
ference of members of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), including 
national functionaries, met in Chicago, Illinois, for the purpose 
of setting in motion forces for the establishment of a new national 
Marxist-oriented youth organization which would hunt for the 
most peaceful transition to socialism. The delegates were told that 
it would bo reasonable to assume that the young socilists attracted 
into this new organization would eventually pass into the CP 
itself. 


A second' source has advised that the founding convention 
for the new youth organization was held from June 19-21, 1964, 
at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which # 

time the name W. E. B, DuBois Clubs of America (DCA) was adopted. 
Approximately 500 delegates from throughout the United States 
attended this convention. 4 

The second source advised in September, 1966, that 
Mike Zagarell, CPUSA Youth Director, stated that in Negro 
communities the Party still supported the' plan to build ’'left" 
socialist centers and to solidify the Party base through the 
DCA. This source also advised in September, 1966, that Daniel 
Rubin, CPUSA National Organizational Secretary, stated the Party 
believes the DCA should have a working-class outlook and be a 
mass' organization favorable to socialism, socialist countries 
•and Marxism, and in April, 1967, advised that Gus Hall, CPUSA 
General Secretary, indicated the DCA primary emphasis should be 
‘ on developing mass resistance to the draft. 

A third source advised in September, 1967, that Jarvis 
Tyner was elected chairman of the DCA on September 10, 1967, at the 
Third National Convention of the DCA held in New York, New York, 
from September 8-10, 1967. 

A fourth source advised during August, 1967, that Jarvis 
Tyner is a member of the National Committee of the CPUSA. 

A fifth source advised on September 21, 1967, that 
the headquarters of the DCA is located at 34 West 17th Street, 

New York, New York. 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Pleate Refer to 
File No. 


Memphis, Tennessee 
March 19, 1968 


Title: 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS , ' TENNESSEE 


Character * 


RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference: Memorandum dated and captioned 

? as>above prepared at Memphis, 
Tennessee; 


All sources (except any listed below) whose 
Identities are cohcealed in referenced communication 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains -neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its < contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 


Via A IRTBL 


F B I 


Date: 3/19/68 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Moiling) 



FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Re Memphis airtel and LHM 3/18/68. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies and for 
Atlanta 2 copies of LEM captioned aid dated as above* 

Copies are being disseminated to the l), S. Attorney, 
and U. S. Secret Service, Memphis, and to Regional Offices of 
Military Intelligence. 

Sources used in enclosed LHM are as follows: 

1 b7D 



3 - Bureau (Encs.ll) (RM) 

2 - Atlanta (Encs.2)(RM) (Info) 

(1 - 100-5718) 

(1 - 100-MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 
10 - Memphis 

(1 - 157-1092) 

(1 - 157-556 . Possible Racial Viol 
(1 - 170-98, 

' (1 - 157-NEW 

(1 - 157-109, SNCC) 

(1 - 157-166, SCLC) 

(1 - 100-4105, MARTIN T.HTHER imare. 
Jl - 100-4492, 

170-70 Sub, WE 338-MUhdttO)J' 
(1 - 66-1687 Sub A, Dissemination) 
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Will continue to follow and advise. Bureau of 
pertinent developments. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I ON GUIDE 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-New) 


3 / 20/68 


SA WILLIAM H. XAlREHCE 


DOM MEELY 

m 

On 3/7/68, 

WILLIAM H. JLAWRSHCE as follows 


orally advised SA 


Source learned that recently CHARLES L. CABBAGE, 
self adaltted leader of BOP (Black Organizing Power) -SNCC 
connected black power group in Memphis, has developed a close 
follower and sympathiser in one DON MESLY of 531 E* McLeaore, 
a male Negro. MEELY frequents Beale Street, is an Owen 
College, dropout, and ham recently been making statements to 
the effect that Negroes should not fight in the U. S. Army 
in Vietnam* MEELY was allegedly recently rejected for Army 
service at the induction center for unknown reasons* Be has 
an brother, RICHARD MEELY, a goo d man, who works in the color 
.lab of K-B Kioto Service and wbo j _ ~ I 

1 I is worried about DON running around with CABBAGE. 

RICHARD further maid that DOM wants to start trouble in 
connection with the current sanitation workers* strike la 
Memphis* Be is trying to get some of the more militant 
preachers in the COMB (Community on the Move for Equality) 
group supporting the strike, such as Rev. MALCOM DOUGLAS 
BLACKBURN, to give money to BOP in order to start some 
unspecified trouble. 

DOM MEELY was allegedly arrested some time back 
for being an alleged "look out" for a female in connection 
with a shoplifting case. Be purportedly drove the car in 
the case. The police were allegedly unable to make a case 
on him. 

2 ~ 157-1 

2 - i37-.i<» mm b6 


1 - 100*4528 (CHARLES L* CABBAGE) 

Q/~ 170-70-SUB (ME 338-R (ghetto) 

1 - 157-1092 (Sanitation Workers* Strike, Memphis, Tenn.) 

1 -134-477 ( Black Nationalist Informant Program) n 

1 - 170-117 r " _ _ ~ \ ' JL/ 

1 - 157-556 (Ktfiuv Racial violence, Ma jar_JOfrba n areas) 
WHLscj# 
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MS 15T-NEW 

On 3/12/68, T 
H. LAWRENCE as fellows t 


advised SA WILLIAM 


On the night of 3/11/68, DON NEELY, the new supporter 
and follower of CHARLES L. CABBAGE, SNCC leader in Memphis, was 
on Beale Street in .’Memphis with another male Negro with a 
“natural* 1 A fro hair style and granny glasses in a Pontiac 
automolfie bearing 1367 Tennessee license, Shelby County, 

JB1650* (The unknown Negro male is the same one in the 
photo taken at Memphis State University 3/1 or 3/5/68 of the 
sanitation workers* support demonstrators * wherein he is 
standing beside SUSAN MAC DONALD). 


, On 3/18/68.1 „ 

I I protec t identity), furnished to ' 

the f ollowing information ! | 


Name 

Residence 


Born 

Marital status 
Religion 

High School 


Life ambition 
Colleges of choice 

Person responsible for 
expenses 


.Financial Reference 


Prior work 


DON NEELY 

531 X. McLemore, Memphis , 
Tennessee, telephone 348*7090 
zip code 38106 

11/27/47, Memphis, Tennessee 

Single 

Baptist - member Progressive 
Baptist Church 

Booker T. Washington High 
School, Memphis, graduated in 
1366 

To be social worker 

Tennessee A A I State University 
and Texas Southern 

LOUELLA NEELY, housewife, 

531 McLemore (East) and 

RICHARD NEELY, photographer, 

531 S. McLemore, Memphis, Tenn. 

BENNIE TATS, 2313 Tunica 
Street, Memphis, Tennessee, 
head waiter 

Extra waiter and service statioi 
attendant 


2 - 
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ME 157-NEW 

Person recoaaending 
hia to Oven 

Reason wanting to attend 
Oven 


personal references : 


JOE BEAN, 741 Hernando Street, 
Meaphis, Tennessee 

"Mjr parents recoawended that X 
go to a college with a 
religious background.*' 

BENNIE TATE, 2313 Tunica, ; 

head waiters 

CLEO WATTS, 1160 B. McLenore, 
hat aaker ; 

JOB I*. BOLT, 1892 Barrington, 
bell hop 


I 

Be enrolled at Oven in September. 1966, and dropped 
out in 1967. 


He register ed for Selectiv e Service at LB 84, and has 
Selective Service No. | | b6 

A transcript froa Booker T. Washington High School b 
shoes he previously lived at 316 Linden and 11130 Waller. 

lather ANDREW NEELY. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memphis, Tennessee 
March 20, 1968 


Re: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On March 20, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Arkin, 

Inspectional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that two small marches in support of the sanitation 
workers strike which has existed in Memphis since February 12, 
1968, took place in Memphis with the marchers marching from 
Clayborn Temple located at 280 Hernando to the vicinity of the 
Memphis City Hall. The marchers marched single file on the 
sidewalks. He stated that the first march began around 3 p.m. 
and consisted of some 75 to >100 people, primarily Negro adults, 
and that the second march occurred around 5 p.m., consisting 
of some 70 youngsters, mostly of a school age. The youngsters 
held a small prayer meeting on the i plaza in front of the City 
Hall. There were no arrests and no incidents. 

j 

Lieutenant Arkin continued that two of the’ biggest , 
troublemakers thus far in connection with the strike support 
activities, namely, Willie James Jenkins, age 18, male Negro, 
of 86 West McLemore, and John Henry Ferguson, age 20, male Negro, 
of 1279 Pennsylvania Avenue, appeared in Memphis City Court 
about a week ago and were fined $10 each on Disorderly Conduct 
charges and were bound to the State of Tennessee on State 
Disorderly Conduct charges and that on March 19, 1968, the 
Shelby County Grand Jury indicted Ferguson and Jenkins under 
a 110-year-old State law, apparently used only once before in 
history, charging Jenkins and Ferguson with "Unlawfully Disturbing 
and Disquieting a School Assemblage?' at Carver High School^on^^^ri 
March 11, 1968, when they attempted to induce all of the students*'"' 
in the cafeteria to walk out in support of the strike. They ^y ^ | . 
refused to leave the cafeteria when asked to do so by school 


officials and the police were called. When the police at>taa» r tfld 
to remove them, they laid on the floor and refused to move. 

U - SuraaujS-Atlantaj # - W&J&m&iiBt 1 * Secret Servldgzat &mpSi 

i - cm3; % ~ mtfe m $ % * mth sts, mahmiot % - mso, 

jl* NISO, Charleston; l - osi, Maxwell Ain# 

m. Bureau (157-1092) <100-4105) <157-550) (170-70 Sub) (100-4528) 

(157-957) (157-1000) (157-1018) ( ' 
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Lieutenant Ark in stated that L. A. Rhodes, Assistant 
Attorney General' of Shelby County, Tennessee, stated the act 
under which the men were indicted was passed in 1858. 

Lieutenant Arkin stated (that -during the night of 
'March 19, 1968', a, series of small 1 'incidents, in all probability 
related to the strike, occurred , and '.that -there were .scattered 
instances of. , trash Tires, and. .false* -fire alarms. He stated that 
John Hart, male 'Negro,' age >58, of ,2911* Yale, a sanitation worker, 
told the police that >two; bricks , were .thrown at his house at about 
9:30 p.m. , ?MArch.T9, 1968. 'One fof 3 the brick's hit -his roof and 
the other -smashed *the windshieldof'Jhis ' automobile . Lieutenant 
Arkin addedrthat a i number of bottles were broken on the street 
at Jackson and Hastings, forcing (police, to call out a.? sanitation 
crew to clean up the debris under a protective escort. 

* • . * V 

Lieutenant' Arkin also advised that one Richard Givens 
of 629 Hastings reported to the -police that three windows were 
broken in hls>>home on Monday night, March* 18, .1968, after he 
set his -garbage at the curb for pickup subsequently during the 
day. Lieutenant Arkin also pointed-/out it was learned that 
a hole had been shot through the window of a Loeb's Laundry, 

1143 Walker Avenue, and that rocks broke a window at Loeb's 
Barbecue, 562 South Parkway East. He stated .that one of the 
prime targets of .the Negro supporters of the strike has been 
Loeb’s business establishments owned by William 'Loeb, brother 
of Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb. 

Lieutenant Arkin further reported that the Memphis 
City Council met Tuesday afternoon, March 19, 1968, and that 
approximately 250 Negro- strike supporters attended this 
council meeting, hoping that Negro Councilman J. 0. Patterson, 
Jr., would bring up a resolution urging the City Council to 
vote favorably recommending that Mayor Henry Loeb grant 
the dues . check-off for the sanitation- workers which -appears 
to be the main obstacle preventing the solution of the strike. 
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Lieutenant Arkin stated that he had learned' 'that 
a lot of conversation took place during .City Council recesses 
and that finally about 8, p. mV, March 19,. jl968,> the'/City Council 
recessed until 4:30 p.n., Thursday, March 21, 1968, -at which 
time the Patterson resolution will be discussed. 


The Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of March .20, 
.1968, reported that Mr. Patterson told the paper that the 
Council is still divided on the issue of dues check-off which 
■with pay increases and a written contract are the major remaining 
issues in the strike. The paper reported that he, Patterson,, 
had talked with Jerry Wurf, President of the American Federation 1 
of State, County and Municipal Employees, and. that Wurf told 
Patterson that if the resolution offered, by Patterson was passed 
that it would settle the strike. 

Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that this meeting will 
be on the eve of the scheduled mass downtown Memphis march, 
urged originally by Martin Luther King, Jr.,. President of the 
Southern Christian Leadergi ip Conference (SCLC), on Monday night, 
March 18, 1968, when he spoke before a mass rally supporting 
the strike at Mason Temple in Memphis. 

On March 20, .1968, both Lieutenant Arkin and source 
one, respectively and independently, advised that a strike 
rally meeting was held in Warren Temple, located at the inter- 
section of Mississippi Boulevard and 1 Williams Street, >on the 
night of March 19, 1968, the featured speaker being James Bevel, 
who is an executive staff member of the SCLC, specializing in 
"nonviolent action." Bevel, who is a large man and > now wears 
a full beard and is a male Negro, urged all present to give 
their undivided support to King's call for a mass march on 
Friday, March 22, 1968, to begin at 9 a.m. at Clayborn Temple 
and urged, that all Negroes in Memphis refuse to go to work on 
Friday, March 22, 1968, and that all students refuse to go to 
school on that day and that all come to downtowns Memphis to 
participate in the march. Bevel also reported* that if the strike 
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is not settled by March 22, 1968, that all school children 
should remain at >home during the week -beginning March, 25, 1968. 

It was further reported at the meeting, according 
.to Lieutenant Arkin aid source one, that on March 20, 1968, 
the strikers will hold a noon meeting at the Firestone Union 
Hall and that at 2 p.m. . the adults will* march, and .at 4:30 
p.m. the students will march, all in downtown Memphis. 

It was further reported that leaflets will be passed 
out at all high schools in Memphis,. March 20, 1968, by supporters 
of the strike urging that children remain home from school on 
March 22, 1968. 

Source one reported that Bevel stated that he is 
separated from his wife, Diane Nash Bevel, and Bevel indicated 
that he had- recently spent considerable time in Washington, 

:D. C. , ih: connection with the proposed "Poor Peoples' March," 
whereby impoverished Negroes from all sections of the country, 
particularly the South, will begin a "camp-in" in Washington, 

D, C. , .beginning April 22, 1968. Bevel stated* that Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and some of his staff are spending March 19, 20, and 
21, in. the- State of Mississippi organizing volunteers to participate 
in this "camp-in" and also soliciting; financial support therefor. 
King and his group are expected to, return^ to Memphis late on- the 
night of March 21, 1968, in preparation for the ?mass March 22, 

1968, downtown Memphis march.- Source one statedthat King had 
12 members of his staff with him in Memphis- on the /night of 
March 18, including one, Unidentified' female.’ v, 

Also on March/20, 1968, source one added that, two 
self-admitted members of £he young militant Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC) black power .movement of Memphis, 
using the name of .Black Organizing Power (BOP),' namely Clinton Roy. 
Jamerson. of 1397 Davis, a student at'LeMoyne’ College, and 
James Elmore Phillips, ofMl592 /Short i a student at LeMoyne 
College, commented that James :Bevel wouid'»speak at .an assembly 

at LeMoyne College at 11:30 <a.m. March 20, 1968v, *< 
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On March 20, 1968, Lieutenant Arkin added that 
Charles Laverne Cabbage and John Burrell Smith,, the 
admitted leaders of the BOP group in Memphis, were present 
at the meeting at Warren Temple and were heard by, a reliable 
source of the Police Department to* say that they would have 
‘their "own little thing going" on Friday, March 22, 1968, 
They did not elaborate as to what they planned. 

CHARLES LAVERNE CABBAGE 
JOHN BURRELL SMITH 
CLINTON ROY JAMERSON 
JAMES ELMORE PHILLIPS 

On February 16, 1968, in connection with 
another FBI investigation, James Elmore Phillips, 
Clinton Roy Jamerson, Charles Laverne Cabbage 
and John Burrell Smith advised representatives of 
the FBI that they are members of the governing body 
of the Black Organizing tPower (BOP) which. Cabbage 
described as a militant young Negro black power 
(movement in Memphis which has connections with the 
SNCC. 


JAMES BEVEL 

Bevel, in early. March 1966, was observed to be 
present at the offices of the West Side: W. E. B. DuBois 
Clubs in Chicago (DGA) . Discussion took place at this 
time centering around reaction to a recent notification 
that the Attorney General of the United States intended 
to label the DuBois Clubs as a Communist front. Bevel 
in conversation stated that he would have ignored this 
notification and kept about the work in which he was 
engaged. He felt that if the DuBois Clubs have a real 
program of help for the people, then the ;people would 
answer for the Clubs despite any labels applied to them. 
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Most present agreed ithat the attack on the 
DuBois Clubs was a part of the plan< by the "establish- 
ment" to undermine the civil? rights movement./ They 
felt that the recent hearings into Klan activities 
in this country were , only a ’beginning •whlch. would 
lead to a full-scale attack on the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference «(SCLC), the real 1 target. One 
of those present stated during, the< course of this 
discussion that he was not a Communist, andto this 
Bevel was overheard to reply that every thinking 
American should be. He stated that Negroes have not 
begun to read yet, but when they do, they will all 
be socialists. 



(Source Two) 

(A characterization of the W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of 
American is set forth in the Appendix Section.) 

The information furnished by source one was orally 
furnished* to Lieutenant E. H. Arkin of the Memphis Police Department 
on March 20, 1968, and the information from Lieutenant Arkin 
and source one was furnished to Mr. William Bray of the 111th 
Military Intelligence Corps,. Third Army, Memphis, Tennessee, 
on March 20, 1968. 
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1 APPENDIX 

W. E. B. DU BOIS CLUBS OF AMERICA (DCA) 


A source advised that on -October 26-27, 1963, a con- 
ference of members of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), including 
national functionaries, met in Chicago, Illinois, for the purpose 
of setting in motion forces for the establishment of a new national 
Marxist-oriented youth organization which would hunt for the 
most peaceful transition to socialism. The delegates were told that 
it would be reasonable to assume that the young socilists attracted 
into this new organization would eventually pass into the CP 
itself. 


A second' source has advised that the founding convention 
for the new youth organization was held from June 19-21, 1964, 
at 150 Golden Gate Avenue, San Francisco, California, at which * 

time the name W. E. B. DuBois Clubs of America (DCA) was adopted. 
Approximately 500 delegates from throughout the United States 
attended this convention. ' 

The second source advised in September, 1966, that 
Mike Zagarell, CPUSA Youth Director,, stated that in Negro 
communities the Party still supported the'plan to build "left” 
socialist centers and to solidify the Party base through the 
DCA. This source also advised in September, 1966, that Daniel 
Rubin, CPUSA National Organizational Secretary, stated the Party 
believes the DCA should have a working-class outlook and be a 
mass organization favorable to. socialism, socialist countries 
and Marxism, and in April, 1967, advised that GusHall, CPUSA 
General Secretary, indicated the DCA primary emphasis should be 
on developing mass resistance to the draft. 

* * 

A third source advised in September, 1967, that Jarvis 
Tyner was elected chairman of the DCA on September 10, 1967, at the 
Third National Convention of the DCA held in New York, New York, 
from September 8-10, 1967. 

A fourth source advised during August, 1967, that Jarvis 
Tyner is a member of the National Committee of the CPUSA. 

i 

A fifth source advised on September 21, 1967, that 
the headquarters of the DCA is located at 34 West 17th Street, 

New York, New York, 
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This, document contains* neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of 'the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is. loaned to your agency; it and its contents* are not to be> 
.distributed outside ;your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


Memphis, Tennessee 
March 20, 1968 


Title: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Character: RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference: Memorandum dated and captioned 

, as above prepared at Memphis, 
Tennessee. » 


All sources (except any listed- below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. ' 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHO RIT^D E RIVED FEU 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH GUIDE 
DATE 02-23-2012 


1 

I FBI 

f 

) Date; 3/20/68 


f fansmit the following in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


f Type in plain text or coin) 
(Priority of MtthoJ of 



TO: DIRECTOR. i'BI 


FROM : SAC, MEMPHIS (167-1092) (P) 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Re Memphis air tel and LHM dated 3/19/68. 


’ 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are TlVopies 
and for Atlanta 2 copies of a letterhead memorandum dated 
and captioned as above. ' 'H Xc 


Copies are being disseminated to the U. >S. Attorney 
and U. S, Secret Service, Memphis, and to Regional. Qffices 
of Military Intelligence. . , 

Sources used in enclosed LKM are as .follows: 

■ ' *?.**> * 1 " * 


3 - Bureau (Encs.ll) (RM) 

2 -Atlanta (Kncs.2) (Info) (RM) 

(1 - 100-5718) 

(1 - MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR*) 
Memphis 

/I .1 


^ I 


^1 - 157-1092) 


100-4105, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 
157-556, Possible Racial Violence 
170-70 Su b. Jke 338-RfOhottnfl|S 6\ (i I) 


Sl,‘ •’* f 


(1 - 157-556, Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban Areas) 
<XD- 170-70 Sub 
(1 - 100-4528 J" 

(l - 157-957, 


(1 - 157-1000, 

(1 - 157-1018, 

(1 - 66-16S7 Sub A, Dissemination File) 

WHL:gmh 

(14) _ 

RrA^KDR tXTENS^T ^ '* Ulol&l ' ^ 


b6 -4 
b7C -4 
b7D -4 



/7D~'70'J^' 




MEMPHIS DIVISIO N 

Will continue to follow and advise Bureau of 
pertinent developments. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memphis, Tennessee 
.March 21, 1968 


Re: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On March 21, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Arkin, 

Inspect lonal Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that on the -late afternoon of March 20, 1 1968, two 
small sympathy marches in support of -the sanitation wprkers 
strike, Memphis, Tennessee, which began 'February 12, 1968, 
occurred in downtown Memphis averaging approximately 75 
persons in each march. These marches originate^ fit Claytyprn 
Temple and' .terminated at the Memphis ' City Hall. The flr8$. 
march consisted primarily of adults and the second march 
primarily ponsisted of school age children, mostly teenagers, 

' i E ' i ' 

The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of 
March 21, 1968 , ’ reported that .leaders of the striking sanitation 
workers say that the long strike could be ended quickly, if the 
City Council which reconvenes at 4:30 p.m. , March 21, 4 1.9$8, 
would approve an ordinance offered by Councilman J. ' 

Patterson, Jr., male Negro, to authorize a payroll deduction 
of Union dues, pointing out that the Council wll} meet on the 
eve of a planned sympathy march throughout downtown Memphis 
on March 22, 1968, to begin at 9 a.m. to be led by Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. The paper quoted P. J. Ciampa, International 
Representative for the American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees, as saying, "Certainly we'd go back 
to work after we get some smaller points resolved." Ciampa 
stated that the dues check-off Is the "big stumbling block" 
to settlement of the 5-week-old walkout. Other unclarifiefl 
issues are those of written contracts and pay increases 

At a meeting held at St. Louis Catholic ChurcP%5CTfSS a ^4^ 

the night of March 21, 1968, according to the paper, Mayor Loqb”'^ 

spoke. He stated that he would have no objection to lnafVffiKi hl 
sanitation workers, the City Employees' Credit Union, a nd the j, - 
Union negotiating a dues-payment agreement whereby the satfl±ationVy^~ 
workers who are members of the Credit Union could ask that the 
organization deduct the $4.00 a month Labor Union dues from their 
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pay .checks and issue a check to the worker who. would then 
turn it over to Union officials. 

He further said :he would have no objection to 
Labor Union .off icials being present when the sanitation 
workers receive .their pay checks and collecting thq Union 
dues from the employees at that time. 

The paper stated that the Patterson ordinance 
does not specifically provide for dues* check-off for City 
employees but does say that payroll deductions may be made 
at the employees* request for contributions to charitable 
organizations,, health insurance, credit unions, and. other 
City employee group plans. 

Lieutenant E. H. Arkin, on March 21, 1968, pointed 
out that the Memphis police will have no alternative but tq 
allow the .massive -March. '22, 1968, sympathy march to march) on 
the streets of downtown Memphis due to the expected, 10 j 000 
to 15,000 participants. He stated that the march was scheduled 
to leave Clayborn Temple not later than 9 a.m. , to march 
north on Hernando to Beale Street, west on Beale to Main, 
north on Main to Poplar, east on Poplar to Second Street, 
and south on Second to -Beale, returning to Clayborp Temple 
where it would disperse. .Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that 
there is a concerted effort on the part of the strike sympathizers 
led by a group .of Negro ministers, plus the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), to have all 
junior high and high school Negro students in Memphis stay away 
from school to support the sympathy march and that many Negro 
businesses are permitting their employees to take the day off 
for the march. He stated that for this reason, he anticipates 
a large turnout, particularly in view of the fact that Martin 
Luther King, Jr.,, who is a nationally known figure, will be a 
key participant in the march. 
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On March 21, 1968, a first source, who is most 
conversant with all key ^activities in the Negro community 
of Memphis, pointed out that he .predicts. 10,000 to 20,000 
participants in. ‘the march, basing his prediction on, the 
fact that some 13,000 turned out *on the night of March 18, 

1968, to hear King .when ; he- spoke at Mason Temple. He pointed 
out that every ihigh .school in Memphis which has Negro students, 
with an estimated 13,000 Negro. high ^school students, has 
been saturated with leaflets uigLng air, students to remain- aw^y 
from school 1 and that a saturation is' also beingvconductpd a£ 
the junior high* schools , which he estimated to have some 20,00p 
Negro students. ^He .pointed? out' that a concerted effort is 
being made at^ a'll of’ the universities and colleges in Memphis 
to have students leave’ those, institutions to participate ip the 
march and that the major Negro businesses in Memphis, including 
Universal Life Insurance Company, ’Union Protective Life 
Insurance Company, North Carolina Mutual and Atlanta Life, 
have all told their employees, which' would total several hundred , 
that they should take off and participate in the march. Hp 
stated that the Teamsters Union, the Firestone Local of the 
United Rubber Workers Union, which has about .1,000 Negro 
employees, and the United Auto Workers Union at the International 
Harvester Plant,, which has about 1,000 Negro employees, hftve 
all promised mass turnouts on the part of .their employees to 
participate in the march. 

1 I 

James Bevel, one of King's key workers, according 
> to source one, has remained in Memphis since March 18, 1968, 
and has been working in concert with Harold Middlebrook, 257 
Walker, a male Negro, in organizing college and high school 

students to participate in the march. 

! 

Source one advised that on March 20, 1968, Bevel and 
Middlebrook wore taken to LeMoyne College, Memphis, by James 
Phillips and Clinton Roy Jamerson, who have admitted to spprce 
being members of the black power group in- Memphis known as 
Black Organizing Power (BOP). Phillips and Jamerson arranged 
for a nonscheduled meeting at the Student Center, LeMoyne ' 
College, at noon on March 20, 1968., with approximately 75 to lop 
LeMoyne students attending. Bevel was the main speaker an^ 
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the host was a young white dramatics instructor, understood 
to be named Lee. Bevel, who source described as about 
5 feet 8 inches tall, weighing 170 pounds, light complected, 
with a receding hairline, now has a full beard and a full 
mustache. He gave a most virulent black power talk, claiming 
that the white power structure through economic pressure 
will eventu&ly to attempt to exterminate the Negroes in the , 
United States in some form of genocide, and pointed oipt that 
the United States in its foreign aid program has proven that 
it is a white -supremacist country in that it gives more to 
white nations in foreign aid than it does to black countries 
such as those in Africa. Bevel claimed that while the Negroes 
or black men wolcomo the support given by the white clergy 
and white "do-rgooders" that these poople are not really sincere, 
that they have no "real soul feeling" toward the- Negro, and fie 
suggested that his listeners read several black revolutionary 
books. He particularly urged them to read "The Wretched of the 
Earth," by Frantz Fanon. 

i 

Source one stated that Charles La verne Cabbage, 
tho titular leader of the Black Organizing Power (BOP), a 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) oriented group 
In Memphis, and that John B. Smith, who along with Charles S. 
Ballard, Charles Harrington and Verdell Brooks, all of Owen 
College, who came to the meeting, stated that Cabbage is staying 
in the background, for the present time and that he is the over-all 
organizer and coordinator and planner of the black power movement 
in Memphis. Bevel told the students that they should cease 
dancing and playing cards and wasting their time and should 
come into the black power movement and dedicate themselves to 
its cause. He urged all of the LeMoyne students to appear 
at Clayborn Temple as early as 7 a.m.-, March 22, 1968, to 
participate en masse in the Martin Luther King-led sympathy 
march for the sanitation workers strike. 

John B. Smith and his group stated that they were 
canvassing all of the Negro high' schools with leaflets urging 
a mass walkout at the schools with the walking students to 
participate in the sanitation workers sympathy march. 
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Source one stated' that James Bevel was scheduled, 
to speak at a mass rally at Lane Avenue Baptist Church on 
the night of March 21, 1968'. Middlebrook and Bevel stated 
that they planned to also canvass Memphis State University, 
Southwestern College, and Christian Brothers College * later 
on March 21, 1968, ,and to appear at Owen Junior 'College, a 
Negro institution, >on» March 21, 1968. John ’B. Smith .braggqd 
to Bevel that his BOP group 'has also organized atsmos]t of the 
colleges in Memphis. 

E 

Source one pointed out that there, appeared to be 
two young militant groups working in support of the sanitation 
strike. One of these groups is the BOP group headed by 
Charles Cabbage and John B. Snith and the othor is a small 
undisciplined group of young militants headed by two. male 
Negroes, both of whom have already been arrested in connection 
with the strike, namely John Henry Ferguson, male Ne^ro, age 20, 
born September 11, 1947, who resides at 1279 Pennsylvania, and 
Willie James Jenkins, male JNegro,. age 18, born* August 31, 1949, 
and residing at 86 West McLcmore. 

Source one pointed' out that Jenkins and Ferguson 
have a small group of 12 teen-age followers, all militant, 
who loaf at the headquarters of the American Federation of 
State, County and Municipal Employees, set up in the Hotel 
Peabody in Memphis, and that in his considered opinion ftom 
this group will come those who will engage in sporadic acts 
of vandalism throughout Memphis, such as throwing Molotov 
cocktails into cars and against the homes of the sanitation 
workers who are continuing to work. 


* 
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At the LeMoyne meeting, according to source one. 

Bevel told the students that in addition to reading the 
black nationalist literature described above, they should 
all read "Muhammad Speaks," the official newspaper of th^ 

Nation of Islam, headed in Chicago, Illinois, nationally 
by Elijah Muhammad. He pointed out that much of Muhammad's 
program fits his concept of black power philosophy all 
with the exception of the xeligious acts aspect, whereby 
Muhammad claims Allah as his god. He told the students 
to ignore the religious aspect of the Nation of Islam 
and merely to follow the economic and political aspects 
propounded therein. 

Bevel then told some of the people present, particularly 
Milton Mack, a fairly recent recruit into the BOP group and wjio isf 
older, former student at LeMoyne College, that he, Beve}, plans 
within the next year to form a new black power organization 
throughout the United States, pointing out that it would 
probably supersede SNCC and would take in remnants of the varied, 
uncoordinated black power groups now existing throughout the 
United States. He wants to build this into a united effort 
to have tentacles in all major communities in the United Stages. 
Bevel, while an ordained minister, was extremely vulgar and 
obscene in his talk, shocking some of the women who were 
present, and it was noted that the Physical Education Instructor 
left the meeting after some of these vulgarities were spoken 
by Bevel The Dramatics Professor, believed to be (First 
Name Unknown) Lee, wanted the students to encourage Dr. Hollis 
Price, President of LeMoyne, to declare March 22 , 1968, an ' 
official holiday in order that they could have mass support 
for the march, whereas Phillips and Jamerson claimed that they 
need not go through the Administration as they did not like 
Dr. Price and that the students would take off anyway. 
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Bevel indicated that Martin Luther King would 
probably hot return to Memphis until late on March 21, 

1968, or even until the early morning of March 22, 1968. 

He stated that he will be here only long enough for the 
march as has a tight schedule and that the march would 
definitely have to start by 9 a.m., in order to fit in with 
King's schedule. He did not elaborate. 

Later on March 21, 1968, according to spurce one, 

John B. Smith and Charles Ballard commented that they bad 
been willing to form a "action group" to work on behalf of 
the Union, but that the Union leaders were afraid pf them 
and would not fund them with money. Source one pointed out 
that very definitely the Jenkins and Ferguson faction is 
not a part of the Cabbage-Smith BOP group, at least to this 
point, and that Ferguson and Jenkins appear to be followers 
of Harold Middlebrook. Bevel stated that Criminal Coupt 
Judge Ben Hooks, a Negro, who is also pastor of the Middle 
Baptist Church, of which Middlebrook is Assistant Pastor, 
and who is on the National Executive Board of the Sputhepn 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) , is hoping to bring 
the national convention of the SCLC to Memphis for 1968. 

Source one continued that Middlebrook had formerly worked 
with King and his group in Atlanta and Birmingham and that 
he understood that Middlebrook took some of his theological 
training in Atlanta. He stated that Middlebrook appears 
to be particularly close to the SCLC, Bevel and King. 

Source one pointed out that Bevel is a most effectiye speaker, 
particularly with regard to young people; that he preyed upon 
their feelings of avarice and envy, claimed that the wfyite man 
will purposely not allow them to have enough of the ecoppmic 
goods in this country; and that the black man must learn to 
assume power, to control property, to control raw material, 
and to utilize his talents. He stated that the black man is 
presently not capable of doing this and pointed out as an 
illustration that "you could put all of the Negroes in the 
United States on a large island and have all of the necessary 
raw materials .planted not more than two feet deep, and yet 
they could not survive because they would not have the know-how 
and the ability to utilize the raw material by turning the 
raw material into utilitarian .products necessary fpr their 
survival." He pointed out these were some of the probleips 
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that the black man ‘had to overcome before he could cqntrpl 
the> United States. Bevel indicated that he and his I 
wife, Diane Nash Bevel, have been separated fop some .time 
and are possibly divorced. 

It definitely appeared to source ope that pevel 
is organizing for the future. It was significant that tbps, , 
far since SCLC -people have been in Ifemphis, there has beep 
little or no talk of their recruiting suppqrters for 
Martin. Luther.' King f s proposed "Poor Peoples* Camp- In," 
to begin in Washington, D. 'C. , April >22, 1968, although, 
source .one pointed out that ’.King will probably try to get 
commitments from various Memphians prior to ihis departure. 

JAMES BEVE L 

Bevel,, in early tMarch, 1966, was obspryect to ' 
be present at the offices of the West Side W. !e. B. 
DuBois Club in Chicago (DCA). Discussion ipph place 
at this time ^centering around .reaction to a reepnt 
notification that the Attorney General of the- 
United States intended to label the DuBois Clpbs . 
as Communist front. Bevel, in conversation, stated 
that he would have ignored this, notification and kept 
about the work in which he wap. engaged. He felt that 
if the DuBois Clubs thave a real program of '.help fqr the 
people,, then the .people would answer for the hlpbs ' 
despite any> labels applied- tq them. 

Most present agreed:, that the ^attack qn the DuBois 
Clubs - was a part of the ipiah by the * "establishment" tp 
undermine the civil' rights , movement. They folt that 
the recent hearings* into Elan* activities in; this 
country were only, .a beginning which would 1 lead to a 
full-scale attack on >the -Southern Christlan\Lea<lersbiP 
Conference (SCLC), the real target. One-of those 
present stated during ’ the course of this discussion, 
that he was* not <a Communist,, apd-ito this .Bevel’ was 
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overheard to reply,' .that every thinking American 
should be. ^e'Statedrthat Negroes* have npt begun 
to read yet, but when -.they do, they will all bp 
socialists. ' 

1 "(Source 1 two)- 

< s * ‘ 1 

(Characterizations of ’the ! W; E. B.DuBois .Clubs of 
America (DCA) and the* Nat ion. (of Islam(NOI) are set forth 
in the> Appendix. 1 Sect ion.) „ t * 

' ! . ' ! ’ 1 ' . • f *" , 

On March.;2l,\ 1968‘, jtho infonnationfurnihed by 
source one wasorallyfurnished l tol,ieutenapt 'E. s H. Arkip 
Inspection^! Bureau, /Memphis, Police Department, apd’ to 
William Bray, 111th Military Intelligence ‘Corps, Memphis, 
Tennessee . v ■ 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FE.OH: 

FBI AUTOHATIC D E C LAS S I F I CAT I ON GUIDE 
DATE Q2-Z3-2012 FBI 


♦ 

t 

Transmit the following! in 
Via ____A1RXEL 


Date: 


3/21/68 


(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR j FBI 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 


-P' 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RM 


Re Memphis LHM and airtel, 3/20/68. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of LHM 
captioned and dated as above. 

Three copies are enclosed for Atlanta, 2 for 
Chicago and 2 for WPO. 

Copies are also being disseminated to the U. S. 
Attorney and U. S. Secret Service, Memphis, and to regional 
offices of military intelligence. 

b7D -2 , 4 


Source one is 
Source two is 
JAMES BEVEL) 


_^(used in characterization of 


(U) 


3 - Bureau (Encs.ll) (RM) 

3 - Atlanta (Encs.3)(RM) 

(1 - 100-SCLC) 

(1 - 100 -MARTIN LUTHER KING) 

(1 - 100 4 I 

2 - Chicago (Encs.2) (RM) 

(1 - lQQ-Sanitat inn Workers Strike) 

(1 - | J 

2 - WFO (Encs.2) (RM) 

(1 - 100- Sanitation Wo rkers Strike) 
(1 - 100 - 



0 


6/- Memphis 


IS) 


(1 - 157-1092) 

(1 - 157-556, Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban areas) 
(1 - 100-662, NAACP) 


JX - 157-166, SCLC) 

(1 - 100-4105, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) TTltdBflHaXlIl 
-0 (ADDITIONAL MEMPIII 3 - COPIES -PAOE 2 ) r - ^WnlUU^UTTtTtH I 


WHLtgmh 





Sent 


/7D* 70 

M Per 


b7D 
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■i' ] # 

} 



ME 157-1092 


COPIES (MEMPHIS ) 



(1 - 157- , 

(1 - 157-109 , ^TSNCCy 
(1 - 157-1000,' 

(1 - 157-1018, 

(1 - 100-4528, 

(1 - 157-957, 

(1 - 157-1116, 

(1 - 170-1024 


<U) 


CP- 170-70 s nh I me ssft.p 
(1 - 157- . I I 

(1 - 66-1687 Sub A, Dissemination File) 


b6 -2, 
b7C -2 
b7D -1 


LEADS: 

ATLANTA, CHICAGO, AND WFO DIVISIONS 

Copies are furnished to Atlanta and Chicago for 
information since SCLC is headquartered in Atlanta and 
BEVEL is known to have recently lived in Atlanta and 
Chicago. WFO is being furnished copies because of the 
impending "Poor Peoples' Camp-In" to begin 4/22/68. 


MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 

Will continue to follow and report pertinent activities. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
March 26, 1968 


Re; SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, Memphis, 

Tennessee, reported in its issue of March 26, 1968, 
that mediation talks on the issues of the 7-week-old 
sanitation strike in Memphis, Tennessee, ran for more 
than four hours on the afternoon of March 25, 1968, after 
a brief interlude during which Chancellor Robert Hoffman, 

Shelby County Chancery Court, ruled that members of the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
who were under injunction in his court could represent the 
workers in their negotiations with the City. 

It will be recalled that it was originally reported 
on March 25, 1968, that Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. , 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), 
would lead a massive march in support of the strike in downtown 
Memphis on Friday, March 29, 1968. 

On the late night of March 25, and the morning of 
March 26, 1968, a first source advised that this was 
erroneous information and that a meeting had been held on 
the evening of March 25, 1968, by the Community on the 
Move for Equality (COME) , the name adopted by the Memphis 
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, a group of some 
125 Negro ministers in Memphis, who are leading the „a& R|&e 
support, during which time plans for the remainder 
week beginning March 25, 1968, were formulated. Thagft*- -^ // 
plans are as follows, according to source one: 


On Wednesday night, March 27, 1968, Dr. ITtI j|i 

Abernathy, Vice President-at-Large, SCLC, will s pBrnkmi 
at Mason Temple, Memphis, at which time he will 
massive work stoppage on the part of Memphis Negroes and 
a boycott of the city schools by Negro students in or^er 
that thousands of Negroes can participate in a mass march 

XX « Buckruj 2 • AT* 1 ~ DB* 1 ~ G~2| X « 08X* X ~ KXSQU Charleston* 
X * MXSO* Memphisj X « tilth MI, Memphis* X ~ 111th MI, ftashville* 
JU* VBA, Memphis* X «• Secret Service* Memphis 
C&x. Memphis <157-1092) (157-550) (157460) (100-4105) <170-7a&ubl 
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to commence at 10 a.m., Thursday, March 28, 1968, to 
leave from Clayborn Temple, Hernando and Pontotoc 
Street, Memphis, This march will be led by Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr., who is expected to arrive ip 
Memphis early on the morning of March 28, 1968, 

On the night of March 28, 1968, Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr,, will address a mass strike support rally 
also to be held in Mason Temple; and on Friday night, 

March 29, 1968, also in Mason Temple, a mass strike support 
rally will be addressed by Or. C, L. Franklin, also known, as 
Reverend C. L. Franklin, Negro minister of Detroit, Michigan. 

Source one stated Franklin is a former Memphian, 
is a leader in >the National Baptist Convention, USA, headed 
by Dr. J. H, Jackson of Chicago, Illinois, and is a renowned 
Negro evangelist who formerly lived in Memphis and whose 
daughter, Aretha Franklin,, is a nationally known rhythm 
and blues singer. In the source's opinion, Franklin will 
draw a tremendous crowd due to not only his personal popularity 
in the Negro religious community, but by virtue of the 
popularity of his daughter. 

It is planned by the COME leaders £ that both 
Dr, Franklin and Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., will 
remain in Memphis Until Saturday, March 30, 1968, at which 
time another mammoth march is scheduled in downtown Memphis, 
this again to commence at Clayborn Temple at 10 a.m,, 

March 30, 1968. 

Source one stated that in all probability when 
the marchers come up Main Street in front of the Memphis 
City Hall that King and others will probably stop and 
address the marchers from the plaza/area in front of the 
Memphis City Hall. The government/ plaza consists of 
four major buildings, all facing Main Street between Adams 
and Poplar, these being the City Hall, the Federal Building, 
the Tennessee State Office Building, and the Memphis Police 
Department; and several thousand people could easily congregate 
on the plaza. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply* Please Refer to 
File No. 


Memphis, Tennessee 
March 29, 1968 


Re: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On March 28^ 1968, a first source advised that 
the sanitation strike, Memphis, Tennessee, has been in progress 
since February 12, 1968, and that it has gradually deteriorated 
into a racial conflict. The source stated that the vast 
majority of the 1300 strikers were members of the Negro race. 
Source one also stated that the strike support had been 
primarily taken over by Negro groups in Memphis, Tennessee, 
primarily consisting of approximately 125 Negro ministers, 
members of the Memphis Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance which has adopted the name Community on the Move for 
Equality (COME); and source recalled that daily marches in 
support of the strike have been held originating at Clayborn 
Temple, a church of the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
located at 280 Hernando, Memphis, Tennessee, this .being, the 
strike support headquarters. Nightly rallies h^vev been held 
at various Negro churches and such nationally known i. leaders 
as Roy Wilkins of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) , Bayard Rust in of the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute, and Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., 

President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) , have come to Memphis to address large rallies of 
strike supporters. amimafu 

Source one recalled that Reverend King 
a mass rally in Mason Temple on the night of March 18, 1968, *"■ "*jft 
at which time he called for the Memphis Negro commu&HhxiA 0 
have a massive downtown rally during which all Negro emplOJiUUa ■ 
would stay away from work and all school children WEBB fs j stay^^ft^ . 
away from school and scheduled this march for March 22,"“iyb8. 

This march was cancelled at the last minute due to a 16-inch 
snowfall in Memphis on that date and was later re-scheduled 
for Thursday, March 28, 1968. 


11 - Bureau; 2 - Atlanta; 1 - G-2; 1 - OSI; 1 - NISO, Charleston; 

1 « NISO, Memphis; 1 -Ulth MI, Xfs«, 1 - 111th XI, Nashville; 1 - USA, 
Memphis; X -U.S. Secret Service, Me mphis 
(f V- Memphis (157-1092) (15 7-556) (170-70 Sub) (170-1040) (100-4105) 

UU (157-166) (100-4528) (157-1038) (137=957) (157-1018) (157-109) , 

WHLjgmh (32) _ ^ 
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Source one stated that a concerted effort had been 
made on the part of the strike support leaders to induce 
people to stay away from work and to induce school children 
to stay away from school and participate in the march. 

Source one, along with Lieutenant E. H. Ark in, 

Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, both advised 
on March 28, 1968, that preceding the march high school age 
students from several Negro high schools in a rather boisterous 
manner left school to head downtown to participate in the 
mass march scheduled for March 28, 1968, to begin at 10 a.m. 

At Hamilton High School, a predominantly Negro high school, 
some two hundred to three hundred youngsters took to the 
streets, began throwing rocks, and rosulted in police being 
called. They threw rocks and bricks at the police, injuring 
several police and as a result the police had to use considerable 
force, according to Lieutenant Arkin, to quell this disturbance. 
First reports were that tear gas was used on the students, 
although Lieutenant Arkin stated that this definitely was not 
true. 


Source one and Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that 
the start of the march was delayed until approximately 11 a.m., 
due to the late arrival in Memphis of Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr., who was to head the march. He did not arrive until 
approximately 10:22 a.m, at the Airport, and in fact did not 
join the march until it had proceeded one block north on 
Hernando from Clayborn Temple, 

Source one, source two and source three, all of 
whom were in the vicinity of Clayborn Temple immediately 
prior to the start of the march, pointed out that approximately 
five thousand to six thousand people congregated near the 
Temple for the start of the march and they estimated that 
at least half of these people were teenagers and of school 
age. Among the marchers were individuals who sources, who 
aro familiar with many people in the Negro community, 
would' describe as common criminals and both sources one and two 
recognized several as being people who have been in and out of 
penal institutions for various law infractions in the past. 
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The march was ostensibly under the control, 
according to these three sources, of the COMB group. 

The COME group handed out literally hundreds of prepared 
placards made of cardboard and carried on long 4-foot 
pine poles. It was apparent to these three sources 
prior to the march that many of the youngsters were planning 
to use the placards as sticks and clubs because they were 
indiscriminately ripping the cardboard away, leaving a 
4 -foot pole in their hands which many of them waved in 
a threatening manner. 

In fairness to the march marshals and ministers 
leading the march, all, three sources heard several of them 
caution the people in the crowd against violence and some 
of the youths would uttor obscenities at those who were 
cautioning them. Sources one, two and three observed in the 
vicinity of the Temple several individuals in Memphis who 
have identified themselves with the black power movement. 

For example, source three observed John Henry 
Ferguson, who has already been arrested three times in 
connection with Incidents in connection with the strike, 
a young male Negro, and John Burrell Smith, an Owen College 
student, and self -acclaimed leader of the Black Power 
movement, at the Mosque, Ferguson made fun of the marchers, 
saying that he had more important things to do, inferring 
that he was going to engage in violence. Source one, 
who is particularly close to the black power movement, 
which he said refers to itself as Black Organizing Power (BOP), 
an affiliate of tie Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) and headed by Charles Laverne Cabbage and John Burrell 
Smith, commented that in fairness to the BOP group these 
individuals did not organize any violence as such. However, 
these individuals have repeatedly made inflammatory statements 
during recent weeks and he recalled that on the night of 
March 5, 1968, Charles Laverno Cabbage, before approximately 
1500 people at a strike support rally in Clayborn Temple, 
passed out to the audience a leaflet containing an 
inflammatory letter from H. Rap Brown, Chairman of the SNCC, 
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and also containing a professional type drawing showing 
in detail how one could mako a Molotov cocktail. 

Source one stated also that in recent weeks, 

John B. Smith has been bragging that he and his followers 
have been urging high school students to remain away 
from school when the mass march to be led by Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr, , was to be held. Source one 
pointed out that prior to the start of the March 28, 1968, 
march that John Smith and some of his associates were in 
his opinion inciting to violence in that they were indiscrimin- 
ately giving out the 4-foot pine poles to various teenage 
youngsters in the area and John Smith was heard by source one 
to tell these youngsters, identities not known, not to be 
afraid to use these sticks. He did not elaborate as to what 
he meant. 


On March 28 and again on March 29, 1968, source 
two advised that prior to the start of the march, the 
parade marshals agreed to put the sanitation workers 
strikers in the front of the march with the remainder of 
the people to follow behind. He stated that several of the 
marshals kept cautioning the youngsters to be peaceful and 
that he personally saw two self-admitted BOP people, 

James Elmore Phillips and Samuel carter, both students at 
Le Moyne College, male Negroes, and other unknown associates; 
and that they were making remarks sometime between 8:30 and 
9:30 a,m, near the Clayborn Temple that they were going to 
“tear this S,0,B, town up today," Phillips made some 
general statements about some high school students being 
"chicken" and staying in school rather than marching and 
he stated that the white people who were participating 
in the march were fools for marching because if any trouble 
started that the Negro marchers would turn on them first. 

Source, two stated that the march started at 
approximately 11 o'clock a,m. , and that Phillips and Carter 
and some of their unknown associates remained behind. As 
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the march progressed north of Linden on Hernando, 

Phillips and another associate from LeMoyne College, 
understood to be in the BOP group, Clinton Roy Jamerson, 
went back into an alley and obtained some sticks and 
bricks. At this point, they moved on up ahead of 
source two. He did not see them thereafter. Source two 
added that the march progressed peacefully, although it 
was definitely not well organized in that the marchers 
were walking all over the street and sidewalks and that 
there was no order whatsoever to the line of march. 

He stated that the march headed north on Hernando to 
Beale, west on Beale toward Main Street, and that by the 
time he reached Third and Beale many of the teenagers had 
ripped tho signs off their poles and were waving them wildly 
as clubs. 

On March 28, 1968, source one advised that the 
abovementioned Samuel Carter is a self-admitted member of the 
BOP group and also on February 16, 1968, in connection with 
another FBI investigation James Elmore Phillips, Charles L. 
Cabbage, Clinton Roy Jamerson, and John Burrell Smith all 
admitted to representatives of the FBI that they were 
members of the Governing Body of BOP which they admitted 
was affiliated with the SNCC, with national headquarters in 
Atlanta, Georgia, 

Source two continued that on reaching Third and 
Beale Street, the head of the march had already progressed 
as far west as Main Street and he observed unknown young 
Negroes using the long sticks to break windows in Paul's 
Clothing Store at Third and Beale and that he could hear 
windows breaking further west on Beale Street,* ‘a 2-block 
area consisting of pawn shops, clothing stores, and dry 
goods stores. Almost as if spontaneously Negroes who had 
been in the march began looting these stores and breaking 
windows and running in: all directions. Some of the parade 
marshals were urging them to reverse their direction and 
return to Clayborn Temple in an effort to break up the crowd. 
Police officers were also urging them to cease and desist 
and return to the Temple, By this time, which would have 
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been approximately 11:15 a, a, , according to source two, 
mass confusion reigned, people were running in all 
directions, and the police were doing the best they 
could to stop the looters and move them back toward 
Clayborn Temple, Various Negroes started rumors that 
the police had shot a teen-age girl but source later 
determined that this was not true. 

Source two returned to the Temple, along with 
several hundred of the marchers. 

On March 28, 1868, Lieutenant Ark in stated that 
when the front of the march had proceeded to Beale and 
Main Street, there was complete disorder on the part of 
the marchers; they were all over the sidewalks and all 
over the streets; and that at this point Martin Luther 
King, Jr,, who had joined the march at Hernando and Beale 
with the Vice President of th© SCLC, Reverend Ralph D, 
Abernathy, and others unknown at that point to Lieutenant 
Ark in, were still marching at the head of the march. As the 
windows of store fronts were broken out and sporadic looting 
began. King remarked that he had to get out of there. Ho 
and some of his associates ran on ahead and jumped into 
an old Pontiac automobile and were escorted away from the 
march by a Police Lieutenant to the Rivermont Hotel, an 
exclusive new hotel on th© Mississippi River front operated 
by Holiday Inns of America. Lieutenant Ark in stated that 
King left the march at about 11:15 a,m am! had checked into 
the Rivermont by 11:24 a.m. 

Lieutenant Arkin added that by approximately noon, 
the Pol ic® Department had broken up the crowd, being forced 
to use tear gas particularly in the vicinity of Clayborn 
Temple, after some of the marchers who had run into the Temple 
began throwing rocks and bricks at police from the roof top 
of the Temple and also began throwing from th© streets, 
and when th© police would start after them they would run into 
the Temple , 
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Source two -recalled that prior .to the start 
of the March some of the associates of Phillips and 
Phillips wore making remarks near Clayborn Temple to the 
effect that some of the marchers should broak windows and 
loot. 


Source three stated that after the marchers 
returned to Clayborn Temple, after the looting started, 
the so-called black power group, including many apparent 
unorganized teenagers, virtually took over the Temple 
and Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr,, one of the leaders 
of the COMB group, was unable to control them. One of 
those individuals made the statement, ”We*ro going to take 
over this town,” 

The "Press-Scimitar” newspaper, Memphis, Tennessee, 
issue of March 29, 1968, in a story by Clark Porteous, ’Tress- 
Scimitar” staff writer, who observed portions of the disturbance 
on Beale Street where the major portion of the early looting 
occurred, stated that he saw the Memphis police take an 
awful lot off the looters in the way of bricks and bottles 
and that he heard some reports of police being rough on 
citizens, but he did not see any police brutality. He 
stated that many of the officers were taking a lot and 
doing it bravely. 

Another story in the ’Tress-Scimitar” issue of 
March 29, 1968, by Staff Reporter Jamos R. Reid, described the 
rampant window breaking and looting which occurred from 
the South Main Street area around Beale Street, east on Beale 
to Hernando, and pointed out that Memphis police officers 
formed a line in an effort to move the crowd back and that 
they gave ample warning. The story reported that many of 
the crowd instead glowered at the officers who tried to 
move them from the area, and that when the officers pushed 
against the crowd, many of the crowd pushed back, Reid .reported 
that ho saw one officer there felled in the melee, and that 
the crowd was then out of control with many of the crowd having 
long wooden sticks. He stated' that -police officers with megaphones 
asked the crowd to move and stated, "For your safety, move back.” 
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Sos>s of tho officers pleaded, according to 
RoidV He stated that cany of the officers had earlier 
pelted with rocks and bricks and had restrained 
tV*mselves from using clubs or gas. He stated that 
/6nsidorable force was needed by the police in order to 
/control the crowd which had virtually turned into a aob 
/ iVad that it was necessary for the police to strike several 
c y, the Negroes with night sticks in order to control them. 

HV stated that he saw Lieutenant D. W, Williams of tho 
Pc'! ice Department turn from a small group of Negroes 
wiv.h his face covered with blood and saw other officors 
falling along the way. He stated ttat the officers 
observed by him reverted to force only after everything 
else had failed, yet he heard some of the Negroes in tho 
crowd yell, "Police brutality." K© stated that some of 
tho owners of businesses^ who had their windows smashod 
and their merchandise stolen as they took rofuge from the 
violent mob that surged through the streets, were heard , , 

*tc remark- that no one was* complaining about "mob brutality*.'' 
He stated that many officers were struck by bottles, sticks 
and large rocks thrown by tho crowd and that those in the 
crowd who responded quickly to tho officers* command to 
move on met with little or no physical persuasion from the 
officers. Ho stated that, in fairness, most of the crowd 
did move quickly. 


Source three added that this source remained 
near Clayborn Temple throughout the march and observed 
numerous teen-age Negroes with sticks and also observed 
some of them literally tear some old iron beds apart, making 
iron pipes from the parts thereof, and making statements, 
"We're going to get some white bastards today," whereupon 
they ran down and caught up with the march and joined it. 
Source three pointed out that the march was extremely 
poorly organised; that the march leaders had no control 
over the marchers, even before they started; and that it 
was obvious that there would probably be trouble. 
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Lieutenant Arkin on March 28, 1968, advised 
that a reliable source of the Police Department had 
between 8 and 9 a,m. , March 28, 1968, observed John B, 

Smith and some of his black power associates near the 
Clay born Temple with sticks and brickbats. 

Source two added that he heard Charles L, 

Cabbage tell some of the crowd as they left the Temple, 
after the marchers returned to the Temple, that they should 
not run from the police and that they should ,4 not start a 
Job that they did not plan to finish." Cabbage did not 
elaborate but source two construed this as a call for 
trouble. 


A fourth source advised that Reverend Martin 
Luther King, Jr,, Ralph O. Abernathy, and Bernard Lee, 
administrative aide to King, were scheduled to leave 
Memphis at 9:05 p,m, , Central Standard Time, via Eastern 
Airlines, en route to Atlanta, Georgia, and were scheduled 
to leave Atlanta, Georgia, on the early morning of 
March 29, 1968, to fly to Friendship Airport in Baltimore. 
Maryland, 


Source one advised that after the trouble on 
Beale Street, the mass rally scheduled for Mason Temple 
on the night of March 28, 1968, which was to have featured 
Martin Luther King, Jr,, as the main speaker, was 
cancelled. 


On the late night of March 28, 1968, source four 
advised that King, Abernathy and Lee had failed to catch 
the a bove-de scribed flight and that no one had cancelled 
his reservations, and that to his knowledge King was still 
staying at the Rivermont Hotel, 

During the afternoon and evening of March 28, 

1968, Lieutenant Ark in advised that sporadic looting continued 
in the south-central area of Memphis, which is predominantly 
a Negro area, and that the main targets 'of the sporadic 
vandals were liquor stores and 1 small grocery stores and sundry 
stores, 
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On the late night of March 28, 1968, Lieutenant 
Arkin advised that there had been numerous small fires 
set but none of them were serious. Ho stated' that the 
Memphis Fire Department was able to extinguish the fires 
without trouble. He pointed cut that during the afternoon 
of March 28, 1968, the Tennessee State Legislature in a 
special session passed a statute which would give Memphis 
Mayor Henry Loeb authority to apply a curfew and that 
such a curfew was ordered to begin at 7 p,m. , March 28, 

1968, 

I 

Lieutonant Arkin further advised that by 6 p,m, , 
March 28, 1968, approximately 3500 members of the Tennessee 
National Guard consisting of the Memphis unit and West 
Tennessee units had arrived and was on duty in Memphis, 
Tennessee, and that Guardsmen were preparing to patrol 
Memphis in tactical units, each unit to be accompanied 
by one or more officers of the Memphis Police Department, 

On the morning of March 29, 1968, Inspector 
G, P, Tines, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, 
advised from records, as yot incomplete at the Memphis 
Police Department regarding the following statistics 
relative to the racial disturbance in Memphis from approxi- 
mately 9 a.ra, , March 28, 1968, to 12 noon, March 29, 1968, 
as follows: 


A total of 150'~firos were set; most were small 
in nature, primarily trash firos. Approximately 30 of these 
wore estimated by the Memphis Fire Department to have been 
caused by Molotov cocktails or some similar incendiary 
devico. There have been over 300 arrests, exact count 
not as yet completed, primarily consisting of charges of 
looting, violation of curfew, arson, disorderly conduct, 
and related offenses. An approximate total of 60 individuals 
many of whom wore arrestees, have received medical attention 
for various injuries received in connection with the looting 
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ami over-all disturbance. In addition, over 300 reported 
cases of looting and rather major vandalism have been 
reported to the Memphis Police Department by merchants 
throughout Memphis, again most of these being confined 
to the south-central area of Memphis, which is a predominantly 
Negro area. Inspector Tines emphasized again that the 
incomplete count shows that most of these were liquor 
stores, small grocery stores, sundry stores, and related 
establishments, plus numerous clothing stores and related 
stores in the Beale Street and South Main Street area, 
described hereinbefore. 

Inspector Tines advised that five officers of the 
Memphis Police Department were injured sufficiently to 
require hospitalization and that there were scores of 
minor injuries to officers requiring only on-the-spot 
field first aid. 

Inspector Tines continued that there was a total 
of four individuals who were shot while in the process of 
looting, or as a result thereof. They are as follows: 

Larry Payne, male Negro, age 16, 3023 Parker Road, an 11th 
grade student at Mitchell Road School, which is actually 
operated by the Shelby County Board of Education, just 
south of the Memphis City Limits. He was pronounced dead 
on arrival at John Gaston City Hospital, 1:20 p.m* , March 28, 
1968, He was shot by an officer of the Memphis Police 
Department as he attacked this police officer with a butcher 
knife after he had looted a Sears Roebuck store on South 
Third Street. He had run from this store into the vicinity 
of the Fowler Homes on South Fourth Street, Another shot 
but not killed was A, A. Sundry, Negro male, residence 303 
Vance, who was wounded in the neck by a police officer 
while looting a store. Sundry was not seriously injured 
as the injury was superficial. Another shot but not killed 
was Alan Hintrell, Negro male, age 17, residing 988 Springdale 
Street, Memphis. He was shot by a citizen while looting 
a store at 1280 Thomas about 4 p.m,, March 28, 1968, by the 
store manager James Taylor. Taylor was charged by the police 
with assault to murder. He was shot after a beer bottle 
was thrown through the store window. Tines stated that 
.EJntnell is in serious condition with a shotgun slug in his back. 
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Another shot but not killed, according to Tines, was 
Ralf Dennis Payno, ago 21, male Negro of 1835 Castalia, 

Apt, 3. He was shot by a policeman while looting a grocery 
store near Greenwood and Walker and is in fair condition. 

Tines added that a preliminary count of available 
arrest tickets, which is definitely not a complete list, 
indicates that at least ten Negroes arrested had pistols 
or revolvers on their persons and that numerous others 
had other lethal weapons such as knives. 

Lieutenant Ark in advised that at approximately 1*20 
p.m, , March 28, 1968, the Memphis Transit Authority which 
operates the Memphis City Bus System, after receiving numerous 
complaints from its bus drivers that they feared for their 
personal well being due to the disorder, coupled with the 
fact that many of them had been individually robbed in the 
past, decided as a safety measure to stop the movement of 
City Buses for the remainder of March 28, 1968, 

The Memphis 'Commercial Appeal" Newspaper, issue of 
March 29, 1968, in a front-page story, by an unidentified 
writer, reported that many of the looters and window breakers 
were black power advocates, and that several wore jackets of 
the "Invaders, " a local black power group. This story did 
not give any basis for its statement to this effect,. 

On March 28 and 29, 1968, source one and source 
two, along with Lieutenant B, H, Ark in, all of whom are 
familiar with many phases of the black power movement 
in Memphis, Tennessee, advised that a small group of the BOP 
followers have put the word "Invaders'* on their jackets but 
that many high school age students have done this for effect 
and are not necessarily affiliated with the BOP movement. 

Sources one and two, along with Ark in , added that 
thus far there is no evidence that any of the BOP group 
participated in the looting and in fact source one who is 
particularly close to this group advised that he saw many 
of them immediately after the initial rioting and looting 
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started and that they definitely had not personally 
been involved in the looting. Source one pointed out 
that as mentioned hereinbefore these individuals had 
done much by their previous statements and actions 
outlined above to incite some of the more ignorant and 
greedy youths who were in the march. 

Source one, who is particularly close to the 
Negro ghetto area, stated that in his opinion and in 
his conversations with numerous Negroes who observed 
portions of the disturbance and who are familiar with 
their actions, that the looting was not organized as such. 

He observed that in his opinion approximately 1 per cent 
of the marchers engaged in looting aiuUviolence and that 
many of these wore people who were criminally inclined 
and who had been in previous trouble. He stated that 
in his many years of experience he would say that probably 
the first breaking of the first window was enough to set 
off the crowd which had been emotionally worked up by 
its long wait for the start of the march and by the general 
festive air surrounding the march which was on a balmy 
spring day and was participated in by several hundred' 
youths who obviously had cut school in order to participate. 

The information set out hereinbefore has been 
orally furnished to representatives of Military Intelligence, 
Memphis, Tennessee, and the information not received from 
the Memphis Police Department has been orally furnished 
to Inspector G, P, Tines and Lieutenant B, H. Arkin of 
the Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police Department. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On. March 31, 1968, Lieutenants George Feathers and 
E. H. Ark in and Inspector G. P. Tines, all of the Inspectional 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, advised that 
no major incidents occurred in Memphis on the night of 
March 30, 1968, or during March 31, 1968. There were no 
marches or rallies scheduled by any groups supporting the , 
^striking Memphis sanitation workers, and during March 31, 

1968, over 2,000 Tennessee National Guardsmen who had been 
a part of the some 3,500 who had been on duty in Memphis 
since the evening of March 28, 1968, were released and sent 
back to their respective communities. Approximately 1,000 
Guardsmen remained on duty in Memphis during the evening of 
March 31, 1968. The curfew which. had been in effect since 
the night of March 28, 1968, which runs from 7 p.m. until 1 

5 a.m. each day, continued 5 on the night of March 30, 1968,, 
and was scheduled for the night of March 31, 1968. There 
were a few arrests for Disorderly Conduct, ’Curfew violations 
and window breaking during the night and early morning of 
March 30-31, 1968, but, according to the above three sources, 
these were no more than usual for a Saturday night and early 
Sunday morning. 


Inspector Tines advised that Memphis polic e^ 
city officials were concerned about increased racial Ten 



in the community resulting from the mass arrests grow 
of the March 28, 1968, widespread looting and' .vandalism w, 
grew out of the uncompleted mass sympathy march for 
sanitation workers led by the Southern Christian Leader ship’ 
Conference (SCLC) President, Dr. Martin Luther King 
pointed out that many Negroes, including some influentia 
Negroes, have been making public complaints regarding 
allegations of alleged -police .brutality growing out of some 
of the arrests and from the crowd dispersal on „ March .28., 1968. * 

% «. &»vvtC9, tteat&i*? 1 ~ 0*3} i * 03*1 % * IIX30, ttengrtiiiii 
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and that the biggest emotional factor surrounds the 
death of the 17-year-old male Negro, Larry Payne, who was 
shot to death by a Memphis police officer on March 28, 

1968, after he had participated in the looting of a Sears- 
Roebuck; Store on South Third Street and ran out of the store 
with what Inspector Tines understood to be a portable 
television set. Tines pointed out that young Payne ran to 
a nearby housing project in which his mother lived and 
refused to give himself up when the officer ordered him 
to halt, Payne, according to Tines, allegedly came at the 
officer with a butcher knife and as a result the officer 
shot him, with Payne being pronounced dead on arrival at 
John Gaston Hospital. Tines pointed out that numerous 
purported Negro witnesses are now claiming that Payne was 
unarmed when the officer shot him. He said that Payne's 
funeral was scheduled for 11 a.ra. , Tuesday, April 2, 1968, 
with interment in the New Park Cemetery on Horn Lake Road 
in South Shelby County just south of Memphis City Limits, 

The funeral ceremony will be preached by Reverend B. T. 

Dumas and Payne's body will lie in state Monday, April 1, 

1968, beginning at 3 p.m. , at Clayhorn Temple A ME Church, 

280 Hernando, Memphis. He said that N. J. Ford and Sons 
Funeral Parlor, 219 Joubert Avenue, is in charge of the 
funeral arrangements. 

Inspector Tines pointed out that Clayborn Temple 
has been the focal point and unofficial headquarters of the 
major portion of strike support activity in Memphis for over 
the past month and that it is anticipated that thousands of 
Memphis Negroes will come to Clayborn Temple to view Payne's 
body and to hear possible eulogies delivered by various of the 
ministers connected with the Community on the Move for Equality 
(COMB), the Memphis Negro ministerial group leading the 
strike support activity. Tines predicted that a wave of 
emotion will arise as a result of this and that the Police 
Department will be most alert for any possible sporadic 
outbursts of Negro retaliation ensuing therefrom. 
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Ho stated it was his understanding that the 
curlew would continue in effect in .Memphis at least through 
April ;X, 1 PER. 

, On March 31 and again on the morning of April 1, 
1968, ,a first source confirmed the opinion of Inspector 
Tines regarding the rampant emotional tension growing out 
of the March 28, 1968, incidents and particularly the strong 
feeling in the Negro community building up mass resentment 
against the Police Department :and authority in general on 
the part of the Negro community as a result of Larry Payne’s 
death. 


Source one pointed out that the Negro community 
will lose sight of the fact that Larry Payne played hooky 
from Mitchell Road High School on March 28, 1968, to 
participate in the mass march and will lose sight of the- 
fact that bo committed a crime, to wit: looting of the 
Sears Roebuck Store. Ho stated that the Negroes will be 
concerned only with the fact that ho was shot to death 1 
and that there will probably not bo a Negro in •Memphis who I 
is not convinced that he was unarmed when he was shot. * i 
Source one pointed out that Payne was extremely popular 
in the south portion of Shelby County in the vicinity ot | i 
Mitchell Road High School where he attended and was als>o , 
extremely popular in the Fowler Homes Housing Project whore ; 
ho was shot. Sourco one pointed out that Payne’s mother and 
father are separated and that Payne spent considerable time 
with his father who lives in South Shelby County and with 
his mother who lives in the Fowler Homos Housing Project. 
Those, of course, are both all-Negro neighborhoods. The 
Sourco pointed out that Payne thus knows two different cross- 
sections of Negro youths, (!) the deprived low-economic 
income group which lives in the Fowler Homes area, many of | i 
whom are criminally prone based upon their environment, ; 
and (2) the cross-section of middle class Negro children j 
who liye in the Mitchell Road High School area. 
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Source one continued that Reverend R, T. 
Dumas, pastor of Payne's hone church, the Mt. Parham 
Church, at Trigg and Florida Avenue, is a stable 
individual and will probably not preach an mf lammator y 
seruon . 


Source one pointed out, however, that the COMB 
group has purposely talked Payne's parents into allowing 
his body to Tie in state at Clayborn Temple in order that 
his death can be exploited and publicised by them in an 
effort to build up support for their over-all movement. 

He pointed out that Clayborn Temple can seat 2500 people. 

Source one also advised on the early morning of 
.March 31, 1968, that the plans to have Payne's funeral had 
been rescheduled from 8 p.m., April 1, 1968, until 11 a.m., t 
April 2, 1968. The funeral will now be held in Clayborn > 

Temple and the body will lie in state at Clayborn Temple 
from 3 to 5 p.m., April 1, 1968. 

Source one added that at least three aides of 
Dr. Martin Luther -King, Jr., have arrived in Memphis over 
the weekend of March 31 - April 1, 1988, namely, Hosea Williams,. 
Director of ‘Political Education, SCLC; James L. Bevel, Director 
of Nonviolent Action; and Reverend James Orange. Thoy are 
attempting to Tine up support for the tentatively scheduled 
mass sanitation workers support march to bo held Wednesday, 

April 3, 1968, which they claim will be led by Dr, 

Martin Luther King, Jr. According to source one, Dr. , 

King is expected in Memphis soreetirae in the late afternoon 
or early evening of April 2, 1968. | 

: : ! : i. " 

Later on April 1, 1968, Lieutenant George Feathers, 
advised that it had boon ascertained that several of the i i j j 
SCLC advance party are staying at the Lorraine Motel, 406! 1 
Mulberry Street, Memphis, having chocked in for the most | 

part on March 31, 1968. Lieutenant Feathers was unable 
to ascertain whether or not all of the following are 
connected with the SCLC but furnished the following names 
of individuals having recently checked in at the Lorraine: 
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.John T, Johnson, 334 Auburn tvemw*, ; ■ ,! |. |' 

Atlanta, Georgia’, staying in Room 210 | ! 

(two in party); 1 'I 

! W. P‘, c;«t Sncreader , .Ip,, 4 PH third Stwt , | -I 

.Mark*, «tayjft~ in Poora 202, 1 ! 

checked in March 3 1 , .H)H8 (tv u in party); 

lawanv-";! Patterson, 412 iVr.rs.rd Avon?!**, 
i « senator, Pennsylvania, "staying in 'Kooja 309, j 

. keeked ,ui at .10:15 ■».«., vstreh 31, 1068 ill; 

ft vo in party); i ! 'I 

• • i | 1 

ivivorond Jesnn jack^o**, ?'■■> $asfc 47th Street 1 , , j 
Chicago, lll.lno.i'S, staying in Room 305, i 
• ‘becked in at 8:30 (not known If a.m. or p.ra.), 

, March 31, 1968; 

( ****** » •»■ 

1 -James Orange, 334 Auburn lS v fl P!'.o, N. f*., 

, Atlanta, Georgia, staying ir> Jiooia 304, chocked 
i *r« flit 11 p, «>., March 31, 1968 ; 


l 

J 

I 

■I 


; 1,. Bevel, 8407 South Nutbart Street, 

j Chicago, Illinois, staying in Boom 301, 
checked in at 1:10 a.w’. , March 31, 1968. 

Lieutenant Feathers added that reservations have 
'.ivw-.n wade lor 6 p.m. , April 1, .1968, for a Joseph Louw, 

1 New York, New York, and it is surmised by the Police Depart non t 
that he i may bo connected with this group. 


Lieutenant Feathers staled that his department had 
further learned that tso male Negroes, both oi Shreveport, 
Louisiana, are registered at the Holiday Inn, South Third 
Street, ftewobts, who conceivably might be connected with 
this group, although it it? not. icno^n positively. They are 
George Smith, residence 435*1 Broadway, Shreveport, Louisiana, 
and Jerome Srcain, 5340 Ross and 3701 Hollywood, Shreveport, 
Louisiana. '/ hey are driving a Cadillac automobile, bearing 
Louisiana license 134G475. 


i 


i 

! 
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Lieutenant .Feathers further advised that his 
department has learned that one Bale White from Washington, 

D. C., who claims to be connected with some branch of the 
Methodist Church, has been in Memphis at the downtown branch 
of Holiday Inn ior about one week and has been in close 
contact with many of the strike support leaders who have 
boon arranging the recent marches. 

The '"Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of 
April 1, 1968, in a front-page story, reported that a protest 
strategy mooting was hold on the night of March 31, 1968, at 
the Minimum Salary Office of the AMS Church, 280 Hernando, 
adjacent to Clayborn Temple, at which those present promised 
to "escalate the demonstrations" in Memphis, The story reported 
that Reverend Jesse Jackson, acting as spokesman for King's 
aides, promised tightening of the economic boycott, the 
establishment of a branch of the SCLC in Memphis, control of 
the black community, and a isorgor with black power elemonts 
of the city. The story identified the other aides of King 
currently in Memphis as Hose a Williams, Reverend James Bevel, 
and Reverend James Orange, The story stated this strategy 
meeting was attended by representatives of the striking 
un^Lon, the American Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees, P, J. Ciampa, Jesse Epps, and William Lucy, and that 
representatives of the local black power group, not further 
identified, were also present. The story stated that a 
spokesman of the COME group stated that smaller downtown 
demonstrations would resume at 2 p.m. on April 1, 1968, and 
would continue daily. The paper reported that Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., said the Memphis march forced him to cancel a 
planned trip to Nigeria whore ho said ho was to attempt to 
negotiate a sottlomont between the breakaway nation of 
Biafra. 


m 

'' It is significant that on April 1, 1968, source one 
advised that Charles L, Cabbage, leador of the Black Organizing 
Power (BOP), the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) 
affiliated movement in Memphis, spent the weekend of March 30-31, 
1968, at the Lorraine Motol and was interviewed at length 

I 
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on tho night of March 30, 1968, by Robert Analavago 

who has a press card for the "Guardian,” a weekly New York, 

New York, paper, which is identified on its masthead as 
being an "independent radical news weekly,” Source one 
stated that Analavago also is a correspondent for the 
"Southern Patriot,” official publication of Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Inc, (SCEF), with headquarters' at Louisville, 
Kentucky. 


(A characterisation of the SCEF is set forth 
hereinafter in the Appendix Section,) 

Analavago was in Memphis to get a story on the 
sanitation workers strike and in the Interview with Cabbage 
by Analavago, cabbage said that ho did not think that King 
had any business in Memphis -in the first place and that he and 
his HOP group had not participated in the actual March 28, 
1968, march which resulted in violence. Analavage added 
that if appears that Cabbage and two of his key BOP leader 
associates, John Burrell Smith and Edwina Jeanetta Harrell, 
all want to destroy the King imago but that it appears that 
King and his group will have to get control to a limited 
extent of the BOP group if they expect to have future non- 
violent marches in Memphis. 

Source one added that later on the night of 
March 30, 1968, Analavago was introduced to Reverend 
Jawss Morris Lawson, Jr.,, pastor of tho Centenary Methodist 
Church, and ono of the leaders of tho COMB group, who, 
according to source one, was primarily responsible for i 
bringing King and his aides to Memphis in the first places | 
Source one stated that Lawson told Analavage that actually i 
the BOP including John B, Smith and Charles Cabbage had ! 
been a part of tho strike support strategy for some. time . ( 
and ha/T boon a part of the strategy-making forces loading ! 
up to the March 28, 1968, march. Lawson stated, 
according to Analavage, that ho was somewhat skeptical 
of Cabbage and' the BOP as he felt that BOP has been 
^infiltrated by some government investigative agency and 
mentioned the CIA as a possibility; and that for this 
reason the COMB group does not fully trust Cabbage and his 
group. 
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REVEREND JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR, 


i 


! 


When Analavage told ; Lawson that he was doing some 
work for tho SCKFand "Southern Patriot," Lawson tersely 
reminded Analavage. that he, Lawson, had had a lengthy dis- 
cussion ostensibly by telephone on. March 30, 1968, with,.?. 

Anne Braden, Associate Director of the SCRF in Louisville, 
Kentucky. - 

Information regarding A&nc Braden and her husband, 
Carl Bradon, is set forth in the attached characterisation 
of SCKF. 

Analavage had with him an associate, Kathy Jolly, a 
white femalo, short in stature, estimated to be 20-21 years of 
age, with long brown hair, wearing glasses, having keen 
features and medium build, who was doing a lot of h is typing. 
She did not further identify herself. I , 

■ 1 i 

Source one continued that Cabbage admitted that 
he, Charles Harrington who is also of the BOP group,, and i 1 : | 
Calvin Leroy, Taylor of the BOP group had had a lengthy I ! ' ; 

discussion with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on Friday {' {l i, 
morning, March 29, 1968, in order, to "state their position i : 
to him." He stated that BOP had no real grievances with King , 
but that they did explain to King that they did not feel 
his presence was necessary and that they did complain that , 
they, BOP, which is the over-all black power group in Memphis, 
were dissatisfied because the GOME group would not bring them 
. , completely into the policy-making and planning actions with 
regard to the racial situation in Memphis. 

~ 8 ~ FBI-Withers-1366 ! i 



On May 9, 1967, source two advised that on a 
WHBQ-TV panel discussion on Sunday, April 30, 1967, 
Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., Negro male, 
pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, 
and who has been a loader in the April, 1967, 
demonstrations in Memphis opposing United States 
policy in Vietnam, was asked by Panelist Clark Porteous, 
"Press-Scimitar" Reporter, if ho, Lawson, was a 
Communist. Lawson replied that ho was not a member z 
of the Communist Party, but he felt that the Communist 
program had many good points and much to offer the 
United States. 
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Source one stated that Cabbage is a self- 
acclaimed black power theoretician who is completely 
; dedicated to the cause of black separatism rather than 

violence per so. He is not against violence and has 
often stated that violence will be necessary in order to 
;* unify the black pooplo in tb Is country. Source one 

continued that Cabbage has very definitely stated in recent 
conversations that if he can build up a sufficiently 
! militant black power organisation that he hopes then to 

! convince loaders of the community, Including anti-poverty 

organizations and possibly the itepartiaent of Health, 
i Education and Welfare or sowe financial foundation, to 

financially back him and fund he and his group to set 
up an anti-poverty group on their own and that he would 
use tho argument that only he and his followers would have 
the car and confidence of militant black youths in the 
community and that if they were properly funded they could 
’’keep the lid on"; in other words, prevent violence. | 

• 1 i,;j 

Source one feels, with all due consideration, ; ! i 1 
that Cabbage is preaching black poster for a purpose in | 
that he wants -to scare the community and thereby through. j 1 J 
a forn of "verbal blackmail" "con" groups into funding his j; 
organization. Cabbage even used the f igure of his 1 | , jjjj ’ ^ 
salary ultimately being $12,000 a year. 'i n | !; 

! j .f 1 f , | ■ 

" ’ Possiblo corroboration of some of the above j ; ! 

information rests in the fact that on March 30, 1968, a 1 1 , ' 

third source advised a representative of the FBI that 
Charles Ballard, Charles Cabbage and John Burrell Smith i | 
spent tho weekend of March 30-31, 1.968, in the 1 i 1 

Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, as they did not want tho 
Memphis Police Department to know their whereabouts, 

4 • i 

Information contained herein not received from 
the Memphis Police Department was furnished to the Inspoctional 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, and to 111th Military 1 , 
Intelligence Croup, Third Army, Memphis, Tennessee. I . 
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APPENDIX 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FOND, INC. (SCSF) 

Tho Southern Conference for Hunan Welfare (SCHW) 
was cltod as a Communist front by the Bouse Committee on 
Un-American Activities, House Report 592, June 12,. 1947. 1 

In the sateo house report, 'The Southern Patriot," was 
cited as an "organ" of the SCHW. , 

An 'amendment to the charter of the SCHW dated 
April 26, 1946,' changed its name to tho Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Incorporated (SCSI*) and stated its purpose 
to bo to improve tho educational and cultural standards of 
tho Southern peoplo in accordance with the highest Amor lean 
democratic institutions, traditions and ideals. 

The masthead of the April, 1967, issue of 
'The Southern Patriot," indicates that it is the publication 
of SCKP, editorial and business offices of which are 
located at 3210 West Broadway, Lou is v illo, Kentucky, 

Eastern office of which is located at Suite 412, 799 
Broadway, New York City, Now York. 'The Southern Patriot" 
is published once each month, except July. The SCEF is 
stated to be dedicated to ending discrimination based on 
race, creed, color, sox, national origin, or economic 
condition. 


Carl Braden is identified as Executive Director 
of SCEF and Anne Braden as editor of 'The Southern Patriot." 

Mrs. Alberta Ahoarn, 2311 Payno Strcot, Louisville, 
Kentucky, a self -admitted former member of tho Communist 
Party (CP), Louisville, Kentucky, testified on December 11 
and 13, 1954, in Jefferson County, Kentucky Criminal Court 
in a state sedition prosecution against Carl James Braden. 

She Identified Carl Braden and his wife, Anne McCarty Braden, 
as having boon known to her as members of tho CP from 
January, 1951, to December, 1954. . j 

Tho SCEF Is self-described as having deep roots, 
in tho South where it began as tho educational wing of tho 
SCHW, organized in 1938 to work for economic and political 
reform. When tho SCHW disbanded in the late 1940*s, SCEF 
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SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND . TNC . (continued): 


continued as an independent organisation, rallying support 
for integration and democracy and helping to stimulate 
and nurture new movements of the early 1960 *s. The SCEF 
maintained headquarters in Louisiana for twenty years, but 
in 1966 moved its headquarters to Louisville, Kentucky. 


A source advised on March 2, 1961, that Claude 
Lightfoot, a Communist Party functionary, stated at a 
meeting of the Communist Party in Baltimore, Maryland, on 
February 25, 196^ that the Communist Party is not connected 
with any progressive movement but indirectly 'they do have 
some influence in the SC1F . 


A second source, who is familiar with some phases 
of Communist Party activity in the New Orleans area, advised 
on June 3, 1966, that during the time that the SCHW was In 
existence, members of the Communist Party were members of 
and worked actively in the SCIfiV; however, since the formation 
of the SCEF, Communist Party members have not been oncouraged 
to work in the SCEF. The source stated that the SCEF is 
a progressive, liberal organisation, which he considers a 
Communist Party front organisation because it has gono along 
with the Communist Party on certain issues, particularly 
on the racial issue. 


A third source advised on May 25, 1965, that 
George Meyers, a Communist Party functionary, expressed 
great admiration for Carl and Anno Braden and the SCEF, 
with which they are affiliated, and expressed the view 
’ that the SCEF is the best organisation in the South as .far 
as doing effective work is concerned and that they have a 
better idea of what they aro doing, whero they are heading, 
and influence other organisations for the better. 

The second source also advised on June 3, 1966, 
that many 3 people who are officials and supporters of the 
SCEF, while liberal in their views, are by no means Communists. 

~11- APPENDIX 


FBI-Withers-1369 



SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE. 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


This document contains neither recoamandat ions 
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Transmit the following in 


y la AIRTEL 


Date: 4/2/68 


(Type in plain text or code ) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS?, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 
(00; Memphis) 


Re Memphis airtel and LHM dated 3/30/68. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies 
of letterhead memorandum dated 4/2/68 and captioned as above. 
Enclosed for Atlanta are 3 copies, for Chicago 2 copies, 
for Jackson 2 copies, for Philadelphia 2 copies, for 
Louisville 2 copies, and for WFO 3 copies of above-described 
LHM. 

LHM is also being disseminated locally to 
U. S, Attorney, Memphis, and Secret Service, Memphis, and to 
Regional Offices of Military Intelligence. . 

All paragraph* are^tfJclassifio. 
3 - Bureau (Encs.ll) (RM) unless marked to^the contrary 
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(1 - Washington Spring Project) oate ^review 
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2 - Jackson (Kncs.2)(KM) 

2 - Louisville (Encs.2)(RM) be -4 _ 

(1 - SCEF) b7C -4 — . 

2 - Philadelphia (Encs,2) (HH) ^ 

3 - WFO (Encs.3) (RM) UUijUUcn 

(1 - SCLC) 

(1 - MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) FRT -Wifh^c-i t, 7 i 
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1 - 157-556, Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban. Areas) 
1 - 157-109 (SNCC) 

1 - 157-166 ( SCLC) 

1 - 100-4105 (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 
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1 - 170-98 I ^ 1 

1 - 100-4528 
1 - 170-1024 
1 - 157-1070 
1 — 157-957 

1 - 157-1097 (Washington Spring Project) 

1 -66-1687 Sub A, Dissemination) 

1 - 100-92 (SCEF) 
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Sources utilized in enclosed LHM are as follows: 




Source one is 


Source two is [ 


Source three is 


| who confidentially 


information to SA HOWELL S. LOWE. 


#ITO!¥.f5Un? 




identity should be protected. 


b6 -2 
.b7C -2 
■b7D -1, 4 


LEADS: 


ATLANTA DIVISION 


Will furnish to Menqphis pertinent security or 
racial information regarding JOHN T. JOHNSON and JAMES 
ORANGE. 


CHICAGO DIVISION 

Will furnish Memphis with security or racial 
infornation of a pertinent nature concerning Rev. JESSE 
JACKSON, 366 East 47th Street, Chicago, 111. 

Memphis already has a characterization of 
JAMES BEVEL. 


JACKSON DIVISION 

Will furnish Memphis with any pertinent security 
or racial information regarding R. B. COTTQNREADER, JR. , 

408 Third Street, Marks, Mississippi. 
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PHILADELPHIA DIVISION 

AT LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA 

Will furnish Memphis with any security or racial 
information of pertinent nature regarding EMANUEL PATTERSON 
who circumstantially might be connected with the SCLC group. 



LOUISVILLE DIVISION 


Will furnish Memphis with any pertinent 
characterization of ROBERT ANALAVAGE, as well as KATHY JOLLY. 


WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION (INFORMATION) 

Copies are being furnished WFO in view of 
the interest of that division in SCLC, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR 
and the Washington Spring Project. 


MEMPHIS DIVISION 


Will continue to follow and report pertinent 
information. 
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SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) 


rrrt 


4/2/68 


SA WILLIAM n. LAWRENCE 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
MEMPHIS, TENN, 

RM 


Following the morning, S/28/68, mass march led by 
Rev. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., which led to violence and from 
which KING fled when the trouble started, the following Is 
noted; 

The 10:00 p. v. news, night of 3/28/68, on Channel 
5 - WMC * TV, carried a taped interview with Bishop JULIAN 
SMITH, CMS Church, one of the most powerful Negro figures in 
Memphis. SMITH, without mentioning KING by name, commented 
that he wanted it to be known none of the Memphis Ministers 
abandoned the march when the trouble started; ' that they. 
Including SMITH, concentrated their efforts in herding the 
marchers in a reverse direction back toward Clayborn Temple 
where it had originated. 

On 3/29/68, I I advised that Bishop b7D 4 

JULIAN SMITH is one oz the most brilliant and influential 
Negroes InMemphls. He holds some high position In connection 
with the National Council of Churches and , in fact, had teen m) 
locked arm in arm with KING during a portion of the march.Qe^ 

| | feels that deplte KING’S hastily 

abandoning TM march at the first sign of violence, the Memphis 
Ministers will not abandon him and will welcome him back be- 
cause of his national prominence and prestige. They will all 
want to baskip the spotlight of attention shown him by the 
news media (y) hiD -a 
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File No* 


.DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED 
fEB i%AUl OMATIC DEC LAS SIFICATION ( GXIlj 
DAT® 02-27-2012 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
March 30, 1968 



RE: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference communication captioned as above made at 
Memphis, Tennessee, March 29, 1968. 

f j 

On the morning of March 29, 1968, Henry .Lux, 
Assistant Chief, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that Rev. James Morris Lawson, Jr., male Negro, 
pastor of Centenary Methodist Church, Memphis, and one of 
the main leaders of the Community on the Move for Equality 
(COME) , the Memphis Negro Ministerial Group leading the 
support of the sanitation workers, Memphis, Tennessee, who 
have been on strike since February 12, 1968 } informed Lux 
that a downtown sympathy march for the strikers was planned 
for the afternoon of March 29, 1968. 


Lawson stated that the march would be restricted 
to sanitation workers and adult sympathizers and that every 
effort would be made to eliminate the young element which 
created problems leading to window breaking, looting, and 
general vandalism which disrupted the massive march on 
March 28, 1968, led by Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., President, 

# ^ Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) . 

Later on the afternoon of March 29, 1968, Henry 
Lux advised that the march did take place running from 
■Clayborn Temple, 280 Hernando, to the vicinity of the 
Memphis City Hall on Main Street with approximately 200 &&&££££& 
individuals participating. There were no incidents. Th e. m, ■ 

Memphis Police Department and representatives of the Ten4 &%tft 5£ CK? l _ 
nessee National Guard who are still on duty in Memphis as ' 

a precautionary measure, guarded the entire parade area, tS03SSSf T L..\. - ^ 

the marchers remaining on the sidewalks and observing aiy 

lJHfetrota 3-AT JSMftO tteera t 

l-G-2 X~UttH tmCt MiUd l«nxth mo, l-Kl£0 # Chftrlcst<m 

(100-410&) (157-108?) (^^70 Mi) ,. t 
(100-4523) (100-4570) (157-1019) (170-93) (167-109) v 

WiiLicur • 
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traffic restrictions. There were no arrests and no incidents. 
Lux pointed out that no permit is required for marches of 
any kind within the city of Memphis and that the Memphis 
municipal authorities are considering the possibility of 
passing an ordinance of this type. 

Also, on March 29, 1968, Chief of Police James C. 
MacDonald of Memphis advised that there have been no serious 
troubles during March 29, 1968. He had instructed all of 
his officers to disperse small groups of youngsters in varipus 
sections of the city and that there were still sporadic out- 
bursts of window breaking, minor looting, general vandalism, 
and the setting of trash fires. One squad car was fired on by 
unknown Negroes in the vicinity of Dison and Rile in south 
Memphis early on the morning of March 28, 1968, according to 
MacDonald, but the individuals firing the shots were not 
identified. He stated that throughout the day the Memphis 
Police Department received numerous calls of reported looting, 
vandalism, and fire settings and fire bombings, although in- 
vestigation by representatives of the Memphis Police Depart- 
ment and the Memphis Fire Department indicated that most of 
these incidents were minor. He pointed out that the major 
damage in connection with the March 28, 1968, disturbance 
was confined to a three to four block area on Beale Street 
in downtown Memphis with store fronts being damaged and 
practically all of a three block area. He stated that liquor 
stores are still closed, that National Guardsmen are guarding 
the stores which have been looted and where windows have been 
broken, that the merchants are boarding up the fronts of mo^t 
of these establishments to preclude further vandalism and 
looting and he feels that with the presence of the Tennessee 
National Guard, along with the assistance of the Shelby 
County Sheriff *s Office and his department, that the situation 
is well in hand and that, with the exception of sporadic 
outbursts of vandalism, he does not anticipate any immediate 
trouble in Memphis. 

On the night of March 29, 1968, Assistant Chief 
Henry Lux advised that there were approximately 33 additional 
arrests on March 29, 1968, by the Memphis Police Department 
on charges including miscellaneous looting, disorderly con- 
duct, resisting arrest, and threatened breach of peace. He 
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reported that In City Court, Division II, more than 200 
persons charged in the past two days appeared before City 
Judge BERNIE Weinman on charges ranging from drunkenness 
to assault on police officers. Judge Weinman bound 40 
defendants over to the state, dismissed 46 others, and con- 
tinued the cases against 118 until later in the month of 
April, 1968. The largest bond was $5,000 set for Gordon 
L. Odom, Jr. , of 336 South Parkway East on a charge of third 
degree burglary, this being set by City Judge Ray Churchill. 
Other bonds he set ranged from $250 to $2,000. 

During the evening of March 29, 1968, the policy 
received numerous calls of reported fire bombings, vandalism t 
and looting over a wide area primarily in the Negro neighbor- 
hoods but many of these proved to be unfounded on investigation. 
Lux advised that the curfew imposed by Mayor Henry Loeb on the 
night of March 28, 1968, continued on the night of March 29, 
1968, but that it was a loose curfew in that any individual 
on the streets who had identifications would have nothing to 
worry about provided he could give a plausible explanation as 
to his purpose in being there. This meant that theatres, 
places of amusement, and restaurants and other functions 
normally operating at night would be uninterrupted. He 
stated that riot damage resulting from the March 28, 1968, 
window breaking and looting was estimated by insurance 
officials at approximately $400,000 not including the mis- 
cellaneous fires. He pointed out fortunately none of the 
fires were serious. This would not, of course, include 
losses due to interrupted business days because many offfc$ 
managers, store owners, government agencies, including 
Federal, state and county, dismissed their employees early 
both on March 28 and 29, 1968, in order to avoid trouble. 

He stated that the Memphis city buses were operating throughout 
March 29, 1968, but would stop around 7:00 P,M. and that in 
the near future it was anticipated that they would be operating 
of a full-time basis. 

Lux advised that Tennessee National Guardsmen are 
bivouacked at the National Guard Armory on Central near the 
Mid-South Fairgrounds and on the military side of the 
Memphis Metropolitan Airport. He stated that there are 
approximately 4,000 troopjs from the west and middle Tennessee 
National Guard units on duty in Memphis. He had no knowledge 
as to when they would be pulled out, but predicted that they 
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would at least remain in Memphis over the week end of 
March 30-31, 1968. 

He pointed out that school absenteeism in the 
city school system in Memphis on March 29, 1968, was, nearly 
40,000 and that the largest number of truants were at the 
predominantly Negro high schools. 

Lux stated that the only injury reported during 
the day was to Memphis Police Patrolman E. W. MAXWELL, 
whose finger was severely cut while he was arresting a 
drunk young Negro who was fighting with other officers on 
Polk Street north of Chelsea, which is in a predominantly 
Negro neighborhood. He stated that at about 1:15 P.M., 
officers arrested two white youths, namely Samuel K. 

Waddell, age 20 of 2581 Kallien, Larry Williams, age 20 of 
1669 Combs. He stated that he had been informed that 
officers seized a .22 caliber rifle in Williams living room. 
He did not have the details of the arrest. He stated many 
of those arrested for looting were youngsters ranging from 
8 to 12 years of age. These were being turned over to 
Memphis Juvenile Court. 

The Memphis Commercial Appeal newspaper, Saturday 
morning issue, March 30, 1968, reported in detail con- 
cerning activities of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., on 
March 29, 1968, and stated in a story on page 1 by Reporter 
Thomas BeVier that King came to Memphis to star in what was 
billed as a "dress rehearsal" for his April 22, 1968, 

"Poor People's Crusade" on Washington, D. C. The story 
continued, "By his own non-violent standards, the rehearsal 
was a flop." The story stated that King in a press interview 
March 29, 1968, reported that he would be back in Memphis 
as early as April 3 and not later than April 5, 1968, for 
another mass march and was quoted as saying, "We are goiqg 
to have a massive non-violent demonstration in Memphis." 

The story stated that the question being asked in Memphis, 
the nation, and the world is whether - with the increasing 
militancy of black youth - anyone can say with certainty 
that a non-violent demonstration will stay that way. 

King stated in the interview, "I am convinced 
we can have a non-violent demonstration" but was reported 
as adding that it would be impossible to "guarantee" that 
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there would not be any violence. The story stated that it 
was significant that King was more than a half hour late 
for his 11:30 A.M. press conference because he was meeting 
with three members of a Black Power group, which the paper 
referred to as "The Invaders." BeVier stated that these 
three young men refused to give their names and stated that 
they would give their own press conference at a later tine. 

The story continued that King was staying in a 
$29 a day room at the Holiday Inn Rivermont, also known as 
the Rivermont Hotel. King claimed to the newspaper that h? 
did not realize when he came to Memphis that there were those 
in the Negro community who were "talking about violence." 

He stated, "We (SCLC) had no part in the planning of the 
march. Our intelligence was nil." He said that if he had 
known there were persons likely to start violence, he would 
have had them made parade marshals, a move which he said hac| 
been successful in other marches. 

He was reported as being critical of the press 
for reporting that he left the march in haste after the 
trouble started on March 28, 1968. He claimed that he left 
calmly because he said, "I will not lead a violent march." 

He said that while he "walked" with aides to a car, he was 
"agonizing 'over what had happened." The story reported that 
Assistant Police Chief Henry Lux had earlier said over the 
police radio at approximately 11:27 A.M., Thursday, 

March 28, 1968, that the march was apparently without leadpr-r 
ship as Dr. King had asked for a police escort away from 
the march a few minutes after the first report of violence 
during the march. King was reported in the story as saying 
he did not think the riot "will in any way affect" his 
Washington plans for his Poor People's Crusade to commence 
April 22, 1968. He said he is undecided as to how much of 
his SCLC staff he can spare to organize the next massive 
march in Memphis early in April 1968. 

The story said that later in Washington, D. C., 

Rev. Andrew Young, Dr. King's top lieutenant, said that the 
main thrust of the Washington demonstration would be delayed 
for about two weeks and that steps would be taken to avoid 
violence and that a "symbolic delegation," including King 
would reach Washington on April 22, 1968. The story continued 
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that King claimed that Thursday, March 28, 1968, march was 
"poorly planned" which the paper said amounts to criticism 
of Rev. James M. Lawson, Jr., whom Dr. King himself had called 
"the leading non-violence theoretician in the country." The 
paper reported that Lawson is in charge of the strategy for 
the Memphis Negro ministers, also known as COME, and is pastojr 
of the Centenary Methodist Church and continued that Lawson 
did not entirely agree with King's assessments. 

The story stated for instance that King had s^id 
that the Black Power advocates with whom he met earlier had 
said that there had been a lack of communication between them 
and the ministers and that they felt "rejected." Rev, Lawson 
was quoted by the paper as saying, "There has been communication . 'j 
I don't accept that,," referring to King's statement. The 
paper said that it was Rev. Lawson who had originally asked 
King to come to Memphis and that for about 10 years Lawson 
has served in an advisory capacity with SCLC. It stated thal? 
Lawson agreed with King that a non-violent demonstration is 
possible and pointed out that this was one of the reasons 
King was asked to come to Memphis. Lawson stated, "We didn't? 
bring in Rap Brown (national chairman of the Student Non- 
Violent Coordinating Committee), we brought in King." He 
was reported to have further said that there were other 
reasons for bringing in King, one being to give the movement 
in Memphis a "national image" and another was to strengthen 
the leadership of the Memphis ministers. 

The same March 30, 1968, issue of The Commercial * 

Appeal newspaper had a lead editorial on page 6 entitled, ' 

^King's Credibility Gap," which stated that"Martin Luther 
King on the night of March 18, 1968, told an overflow crowd 
at Mason Temple: 'You know, what? We may have to escalate 

this struggle a bit.' Dr. King then urged a total work 
stoppage in Memphis by Negroes 'in a few days' and called 
for all Negro public school students to cut classes at the 
same time. 'Try it and they will hear you,* said Dr. King. 

The escalation came Thursday when Dr. King led a supposedly 
non-violent protest march from Clayborn Temple to Beale 
Street, west on Beale to Main, and. a block north on Main. He 
got what he asked - to an embarrassing extent. Negro students 
did play truant by the thousands and were joined by hundreds 
of other young Negroes in their 20 's who turned the march 
into a riot and left Beale Street and a short section of Main 
in utter ruin. Photographs and eyewitness accounts identify 
those who did the destruction and the looting - the children 
and young people whom Dr. King had told to stay out of 
school. Having fled the melee, King later Issued statements 
attempting to disassociate himself from the vidlence that he 
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had instigated. The claim will not hold water. Dr. King's 
pose as leader of a non-violent movement has been shattered. 

He now has the entire nation doubting his word when he 
insists that his April project - a shanty-town sit-in in the 
nation's capital - can be peaceful. In short. Dr. King is 
suffering from one of those awesome credibility gaps. 
Furthermore, he wrecked his reputation as a leader as he took 
off at high speed when violence occurred, instead of trying 
to use his persuasive prestige to stop it. 

"There are many other second thoughts about the 
Beale Street incident of Thursday. More and more it is 
evident that Memphis police were well prepared, alert and 
firm when firmness was vital. What might have spread into 
far reaches of the city was blocked within minutes. 

"The city administration with the help of the 
legislature and Gov. Buford Ellington got a curfew law which 
effectively restored general calm and peace. 

"As always, there is another side to the coin. 
Memphis Negroes do need broader participation in Memphis 
government, and better job opportunities in our city. 

The sanitation strike, which has been the takeoff point for 
trouble-making, must be settled soon. 

"Mediation and conciliation in the strike have been 
attempted without significant results. Obstinacy and 
stubborn position-taking will not lead to a settlement. 

There must be give-and-take. 

"It wouldhelp if the Negro church ministers who 
have more or less taken over the cause of the sanitation 
employes would get them back to work. Then mediation might 
be attempted in a more reasonable atmosphere. 

"The city should shut no doors. It, too, must 
mediate, if the issue is to be settled without further 
damage to Memphis." 

In connection with the above mentioned Commercial 
Appeal story with reference to "The Invaders," source 1 
who is extremely close to the leadership of the Black 
Power movement in Memphis, advised that this group technically 
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is known as the Black Organizing Project (BOP) and is affiliated 
with Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), which 
has national headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia. It is led by 
John Burrell Smith and Charles Cabbage. 

In connection with anouther investigation conducted 
February 16, 1968, Charles L. Cabbage and John Burrell Smith 
introduced themselves to representatives of the FBI and intro- 
duced the governing body of the BOP organization as Charles 
Laverne Cabbage, 1924 Rile; John Burrell Smith, 1644 Hanauer, 
Apartment 2, Owen College student; Curtis Carter, LeMoyne 
College student, residence 377 E. McLemore; Charles Steyep 
Ballard, 1830 Kansas Street, a student at Owen Junior College; 
Edwina Jeanetta Harrell, residence 2418 Gentry, Memphis State 
University student; Verdell Ronald Brooks, Owen College stiKjqn^ 
residence 1612 Ball Street; James Elmore Phillips, 1592 Short, 
student at LeMoyne College; Clinton Roy Jamerson, 1397 pavis 
Street; Charles Harrington? 2075 Rile, a student at Owen 
College; and they mentioned an additional person who was 
not present, namely Clifford Louis Taylor, 2507 Fontaine, 
Memphis . 


Cabbage and John Smith advised that some of their 
followers wear the words "The Invaders" on their Jackets 
and John Smith stated that he personally wears these wordsj 
on his Jacket but that this is merely a name which some of 
them have adopted and that it is. all part of the BOP organi- 
zation. 

As recently as March 30, 1968, source 1 stated 
that many teenagers in Memphis have put the word "Invaders" 
on backs of their Jackets, although they are not necessarily 
connected with the BOP organization. They do this more or 
less as a symbol of their self-professed affinity with 
Black Power. Source 1 pointed out therefore that the mere 
fact that one wears the word "Invaders" does not mean that 
he is a part of any organized movement, that the only known 
organized Black Power movement in Memphis is that of BOP 
headed by Cabbage and John B. Smith* and the above mentioned 
governing body. He pointed that, for example, at LeMoyne 
College their group is known as BOP, at Owen College it is 
known as the Afro-American Brotherhood and at Memphis State 
University, which has approximately 1500 Negro students, 
it is known as the Black Student Association (BSA). 
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Source 1 was not certain as to the 3 individuals 
who met with King but believes that they were Charles 
L. Cabbage, Charles Harrington, and a young male Negro 
in his early twenties, light skinned, with a "dog type" 
face, clean features, Afro hairdo, about 5*9" to 5*10" 
tall, slender, and who had introduced himself earlier in 
the summer of 1967 as Miller. These 3 shortly prior to the 
time that King interviewed Black Power people had attempted 
to gain an audience but Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, head of the 
Minimum Salary Division of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, i. A ,M.E. Church, 274 Hernando, next door to Clayborn 
Temple, 280 Hernando, which has been the headquarters of 
the strike supporters since February 12, 1968. Cabbage 
was ( insistent on seeing Ralph Jackson and that Jackson's 
assistant, a Rev. Johnson, refused to allow Urn to see Jackson 
stating that Jackson was completely "fed up" with Cabbage > apd 
his Black Power associates, that Jackson originally had 
attempted to have rapport and communication with them and' 
had even offered to get them financial support out of New 
York City but that after the ruckus started on March 28, 1968, 
Cabbage, John B. Smith, and their associates came back to 
the temple after the ministers had attempted to get the 
marchers to return and virtually took over the temple, took 
over the microphone, and would not cease and dismiss when 
some of the ministers asked them to do so. 

Therefore, Jackson's assistant Rev. Johnson, who 
lives at 5183 Horn Lake Road, refused to take them to see 
Dr. Jackson. 

Source 1 pointed out that since around March 1, 

1968, the BOP group headed by Cabbage and Smith has been 
in close contact with the sanitation sttike and had been 
working in cooperation with the COME group that Rev. Lawson 
and Dr. Jackson, the two prime leaders of the COME group, 
have allowed them to attend strategy meetings and have met 
with them on numerous occasions. In fact, source 1 pointed 
out it is significant that a mass strike support meeting 
was held at Clayborn Temple, 280 Hernando on the night of 
March 5, 1968, attended by some 500 to 600 individuals and 
that one of the main speakers and masters of ceremony was 
Rev. James Morris Lawson, Jr., and at this mass meeting 
Charles Laverne Cabbage and some 30 to 40 of his purported 
followers were openly and with the consent of the ministers 
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in charge of the meeting, passing out a 5 page mimeographed 
pamphlet entitled, "Afro-American Brotherhood 'Speaks, Black 
Thesis, Black Power!!" which eulogized H. Rap Brown, 
national chairman of SNCC. A portion of this document 
stated that the civil rights tactics of 1963 tire not sufficient 
in the form of pressure on political structures and in dealing 
with what it referred to as extreme violent reaction of city 
powers in this community. It claimed that the so-called 
self-appointed part-time civil rights and part-time preachers 
inevitably "quit the struggle too soon." It said that "ci,vjj,l 
disobedience implies an entirely new set of priorities and 
responsibilities of which the current Negro leadership could 
no longer accept." It claimed that the current strike support 
movement in Memphis had turned into a big revival with the 
preachers having the followers so busy singing, praying,' and 
marching that they do not do anything about the real issues. 

It asked the question, "Why has the community let the preachers 
take over and try to lead in a fight which? There must be 
some real fighting. We all know the preachers can't fight 
or won't fight." It then printed a letter dated March 21, 

1968, from Parish Prison, New Orleans, Louisiana, from H. 

Rap Brown in which he said, "We must move from resistance to 
aggression, from revolt to revolution. For every Orangeburg 
there must be 10 Detroits. For every Max Stanford and Huey 
Newton, there must be 10 dead racist cops. And for every 
black death there must be a Dien Bien Phu." It continued, 
"Aggression is the order of the day" and concluded "America: 

If it takes my death to organize my people against you, and 
to organize your Jails to revolt against you and God, your 
poor, your country, and to organize mankind to rejoice in your 
destruction and ruin, then here is my life!" 

Following this was a detailed drawing captioned 
"Molotov cocktail" showing in detail how a Molotov cocktail 
can be made by inserting a plain rag into the neck of a 
bottle which contains gasoline with a base of dirt or 
washing powder. Source 1 pointed out that none of the 
ministers present at this meeting made any effort whatsoever 
to restrain Cabbage and his followers from distributing thfs 
material nor did any of them make any statements to the 
audience that they should ignore such material. 

On March 30, 1968, a second source advised that 
he had reliably learned that the 3 so-called 'Invaders" 
who were reported in the Commercial Appeal as having 
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had an audience with Martin Luther King, Jr., on the morn ip^ 
of March 29, 1968, were the hereinbefore identified Charles 
Laverne Cabbage, the hereinbefore identified Charles Harrington, 
and Calvin Leroy Taylor, a male Negro \iiio resides at' 347 West 
Waldorf and who is a senior at Memphis State University. 

Taylor works part- time as a copy bov at the Commercial Appeal 

newspaper . Tay lor I I 

part of the BOP group, which is affiliated with SNCC and 
that he has been serving as a liaison representative of 
BOP with the COME group, with the Negro ministerial group, :b 
which is coordinating the strike support. Taylor further 
stated that when Harrington, Cabbage, and Taylor had an 
audience with King that their purpose in seeing King was to 
tell King that they wanted more of the ’'action** in Memphis 
feeling that they were not gett ing enough of the action. 

Taylor refused to elaborate but I I con jectured that 

by this Taylor meant that the Black Power group wanted more 
of a position of leadership and more policy making position 
in the over-all Negro movement in Memphis. 


Source 2 also advised that the newsmen in Memphis 
and other officials will interchangeably use the word 
"Invaders" when they are actually referring to BOP and pointed 
out that it had been ascertained that actually the Black 
Power movement in Memphis uses several names, such as Afro-; 
American Rrnfhprh nnrt . ftlaolf StiidAnt. Afifinftiation. BOP, and 
Invaders and that l 

I I the re are only about 12 to 15 hard-core BOP 

people in Memphis and that the others are merely followers 
or people who tend to imitate them. Source 2 also stated 
that he had reliably learned from several individuals who 
in the March 28, 1968, march when the trouble began, that the 
actual BOP people did not participate in any of the vandalism 
or looting although prior to the meeting several of them, 
exact identities not known to source 2, had been agitating 
the young high school age Negroes who were preparing to 
participate in the march by indicating that there should be 
trouble and that Memphis was not worth saving and that it 
should burn, and other inflammatory utterances to this effect. 


b6 -2 
b7C -2 
b7D -1 


On the afternoon of March 29, 1968, a third 
source advised that Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., President, 
SCLC, Bernard Lee, Special Aide to King, and Rev. Ralph 
D. Abernathy, Vice President at Large, SCLC, all departed 
Memphis, Tennessee, aboard an Eastern Airlines flight 398 
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at 3,:20 P.M. CST, March 29, 1968, their destination being 
Atlanta, Georgia. This source stated that to th& best of 
his knowledge they went directly from the Rivermont Hotel 
to the Memphis Metropolitan Airport. 

Source 1 on March 30, 1968, recalled that Rev. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., obviously would have been aware 
of the presence of a militant Black Power group in 
Memphis and based this opinion on the following information: 

King in his March 18, 1968, speech before the 
strike supporters at Mason Temple had urged all high school 
students to remain away from school to participate in the 
massive march which he plained to lead in the future and 
urged all workers in Memphis to stay away from their jobs 
and march and at no time did he call for a completely non- 
violent march. Source jfurther recalled that James Bevel, 
who for several years has been on King's staff and who was 
last known by source 1 to have the title of "in charge of 
non-violent action',' was in Memphis with King's party on 
March 18, 1968, and remained in Memphis until at least 
March 20, 1968. Source 1 recalled that on March 20, 1968, 
Bevel along with Rev. Harold Middlebrook of 257 Walker, 
a former member of King's staff in Atlanta and now a resident 
of Memphis and one of the leaders of the COME group appeared 
at LeMoyne College, a Negro institution of some 600 students 
in Memphis, being brought there by James Phillips and Clinton 
Roy Jamerson, members of the governing body of BOP. There 
Bevel and Middlebrook met with various LeMoyne students at 
the student center at noon on March 20, 1968, meeting with 
approximately 75 to 100 sludents. Bevel was the main speaker 
and gave what informant described as a virulent Black Power 
talk claiming that the white power structure through economic 
pressure will eventually attempt to exterminate the Negro 
in the United. States in some form of genocide and pointed 
out that the United States in its foreign aid program has 
proven that it is a white supremacist country in that it 
gives more to white nations in the form of foreign than it 
does to black countries such as those making up the continent 
of Africa. Bevel further claimed, according to source 1, 
that while Negroes or black men as he referred to them welcpmp 
the support given by the white clergy and white "do-gooders" 
that these whites are not really sincere as they have np 
"real soul feeling" toward the Negro and he suggested that 
his listeners read several Black Revolutionary books, and 
particularly urged them to read the book entitled, "The 
Wretched of the Earth" by Frantz Fanon, which informant 
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described as a bible to revolutionary and militant Negro 
activities. 


Source 1 stated that he personally knew that 
John B. Smith of BOP, along with Charles Harrington and 
Verdell Brooks of BOP and a new supporter of the group, 
one Milton Mack and another BOP member Samuel Carter, 
were all present with Middlebrook and Bevel at this 
meeting. Bevel urged all of these listeners to actively 
participate in the future scheduled march tp be led by 
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Furthermore, at this meeting 
John B. Smith and his followers stated that they were 
canvassing all of the Negro high schools with leaflets 
urging a mass walkout at the schools and urging that these 
walking students participate in the sanitation workers 
sympathy march to be led by King. On leaving LeMoyne 
Middlebrook and Bevel stated that they also planned to 
canvass Memphis State University, Southwestern College, 
Christian Brothers College, and Owen Junior College, all 
institutions of higher learning in Memphis, Tennessee, 
in order to solicit support, not only for their organizatipn 
but also for the proposed mass march to be led by King. 

John B. Smith bragged to Bevel that his BOP group had also 
organized at most of the colleges in Memphis. 

Source 1 recalled also that Bevel at the LeMoyne 
meeting urged the students to read"Muhammad Speaks," 
official newspaper of the Nation of Islam (NOI), headed in 
Chicago, Illinois, by Elijah Muhammad, pointing out that 
much of Muhammad's program fits his concept of Black Power 
philosophy with the exception of the religious aspect whereby 
Muhammad claimed Allah as his god. He told students to 
ignore the religious aspects and merely follow the economic 
and political aspects propounded in Muhammad's program. 

Bevel also bragged that within the next year he hopes to 
form a new nationwide Black Power organization in the 
United States which would supersede SNCC and would takp in 
the remnants of the varied uncoordinated Black Power groups 
now existing in the United States and wanted to build a 
united black front effort having tentacles in all major 
communities in the United States. Source 1 pointed out that 
Bevel, will an ordained minister, was extremely vulgar and 
obscene in his talk and shocked some of the women who were 
present resulting in some of the women leaving the meeting. 
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Source 1 pointed out that Middlebrook definitely is very plos? 
to the SCLC, Bevel, and Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Hq 
stated that Bevel is a most effective speaker particularly 
with regard to influencing young people and that in his talk 
he preyed on their feelings of avarice and envy claiming that 
the white man would purposely not allow them to have enough 
of the economic goods of tUs country and that the black man 
must learn to assume power, to control property, and to control 
raw materials and to utilize his talents. 

JAMES BEVEL 

Bevel, in early March 1966 was observed to be 
present at the offices of the Westside W.E.B. DuBois 
Club in Chicago (DCA) . Discussion took place at 
this time centering around reaction to a recent 
notification that the Attorney General of the United 
States intended to label the DuBois Club as a 
communist front. Bevel, in conversation, stated 
that he would have ignored this notification find 
kept about the work in which he was engaged. He 
felt that if the DuBois Clubs have a real program 
of help for the people, then the people would 
answer for the clubs despite any labels appied to 
them. 


Most present agreed that the attack on the 
DuBois Clubs was a part of the plan by the '’establish- 
ment" to undermine the civil rights movement. They 
felt that the recent hearings into Klan activities 
in this country were only a beginning which would 
lead to a full scale attack on the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC), the real target. One 
of those present stated during the course of this 
discussion that he was not a communist, and to this 
Bevel was overheard to reply that every thinking 
American should be. Bevel stated that Negroes have 
not begun to read yet, but when they do, they wil} 
be socialists. 


(Source 4 , 3/66) 

(A characterization of the W.E.B. DuBois Clubs 
of America and the Nation of Islam are set forth in the 
appondix section of this communication.) 
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The foregoing information was furnished orally 
to a representative of the Inspectional Bureau of the 
Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department and to a representative 
of the Intelligence Corps, Third Army, both Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, on March 30, 1968. 

This document contains neither recommendations nop 
conclusions' of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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Memorandum 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUT GHAT ZE^^HE CLASSIFICATION GUIDE i 
DATE 02-27-2^P 


to : SAC >157-1092) 

/ 

FROM 'SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


DATE: 4/2/68 


'OBJECT: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE 
, * MEMPHIS, TENN. 

RM 


On the night of 3/28/68 
orally advised SA WILLIAM H. LAWE 


oiiows: 


, With regard to the incipient riot on the 
morning of 3/28/68 growing out of the mass downtown 
march in support of sanitation workers, led by MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, JR., 'it is now most certain that none of 
the BOP (Black Organizing Power) grotp did any of the 
window breaking or looting. 

The looting was primarily done by a group of 
Negro teenage youngsters and young adults who have a 
thievery and criminal background. 

m 

Different reliable sources have told I 

that some of the looters on Beale Street mere; 

! ' 

ROBERT "DOONY" LYLES and brother, BARY 
LYLES (Both live on Alcy Road between, 

Peeples Road and Brooks) ; 

i 

CHARLES MOORE and brother OTIS MOORE. 

THOMAS LAWRENCE 

(latter three live in the Walker Homes area) . 

i J 
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The march was late In starting. Many marchers 
had hung around Clayborn Temple for two to three hours 
waiting for it to start. They became restless; .Many, were 
teenagers. Rumors were rampant that police had killed a 
Hamilton High School student in an early morning uprising 
at that school. 

i > 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., came late, arriving 
there about 11:00 a.m. He started off at Linden and 
Hertiando and locked arms in front of the march with Bishop 
JULIAN SMITH of CME Church. There were too few and 
untrained parade marshals. 

i , iii 

One definite contributing factor to the violence 
was the fact that the Community on the Move for Equality '< 

(COME) group for the first time in any of their daily 

marches furnished wooden sticks to the marchers. They 
obtained hundreds of hard pine sticks on which cardboard 
placards were placed. These became lethal weapons.' < .<•. 

(FNU) HARVEY, brother of FRED HARVEY, and who Is 

a teacher at Jeter High School, earlier in the week l~j I 

I rent a Skil saw which was taken to 'the b7D ~ 4 
Minimum Salary -Of flee of AME Chur qh next to Clayborn 
Temple, where J. C. BROWN cut the pine wood into 
four-foot lengths for the placards. 

The youngsters in the ^march almost immediately 
ripped off the cardboard and used the sticks as batons and 
weapons. They used them to break windows and to fight the 
police. 

JOHN B, SMITH, JAMES ELMORE PHILLIPS, SAMUEL 
CARTER, all of BOP, were giving out sticks to teenage 
youngsters prior to the march. Informant heard JOHN B. 

SMITH tell some of the youngsters, "Don't be afraid to 
use these sticks if you have to." 

Also prior to the march, BOP leader EDWINA 
JEANETTA HARRELL was drinking Robetessen, a cough medicine, 
about 18 per cent alcohol. She and other BOP members drink 
it. They get high on it and call it "going for a boat ride." 

Informant estimated that only one per cent of 
the estimated 5,000 to 6,000 marchers engaged in breaking, 
looting, and vandalism. 
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He said the Catholic Church has moved into the 
strike support activity but that the vast majority of 
Negroes distrust and have little faith in the Catholic 
Church, feeling it to be too paternalistic. 

b6 -2 

CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR, self -admit ted BOP b 7 c 

leader, | |> He engaged ;.vu - 

in none of the act ivity and said nothing about his 

recent activities J 1 


j ' ~ "" "Ha little b?D -i 

Puerto Rican looking Negro who < hangs out in the Beale 
Street area may 'have broken one of the first windows which 
started the incipient rlbt. He had on a loud green pair of 
pants or shirt on .3/28/68. 

Later on the evening of 3/28/68 informant saw 
EDWINA JEANETTA HARRELL, CHARLES HARRINGTON, and JOHN B. 

SMITH in the 1966 blue Mustang, believed to be the one 
formerly driven by CHARLES L. CABBAGE in the fall of 1967. 

It now bears Tennessee (Shelby C ounty) license BF 375 0. b7D 
They were at Person and. Kansas. I I 


, The above information was immediately furnished 
to Lt. E. H. ARKIN, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis PD. 


3 


FBI-Withers-1395 




OMKWtM KHIM *0, »♦ 
MAY Itil IMTlOH 
$CN, W*. MO. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Diq LAS^I Flaw I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI autohj^B declassification guide 


to : SAC (100-4140) 


DATE: 4/1/68 


from j SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT; INVESTIGATION OF STUDENT GROUPS 
COLLEGE CAMPUSES 


LAWRENCE to volunteer the 


_J phoned SA WILLI 
.owing information: 


COBY VERNON SMITH, Negro male student at 
Southwestern, who has been such a prior problem to 
Southwestern officials, has been quiet as the proverbial 
’’church mouse.” He has brought his grades up to the -point 
where he is now off academic probation. 

t 

h 

He told | | some time ago that the draft b 

would not get him as he had high blood pressure. 

' On 3/20/68 I I advised SA's 

HOWELL S. LOWE and WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE that in all of ° 
his recent close association with all known leaders -of 
BOP (the SNCC oriented Black Power movement in Memphis), 
including its leaders, CHARLES CABBAGE, JOHN B. SMITH, 
CHARLES BALLARD, and EDWINA HARRELL, they no longer mention 
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CODY SMITH. He stated further that on at least three 
recent occasions Informant has seen COBY SMITH and another 
Southwestern male Negro student, LORENZO CHILDRESS, at 
the M Big M, " a local Negro night spot, and COBY has given 
no indication of being active in the Black Power movement. 

b6 ■ 

On 3/21/68 | | said that there has been no b7c 

evidence of any SSOC activity at Southwestern since 
the 10/18/67 Vietnam Forum participated in by TOM GARDNER, 
SSOC Chairman, and NANCY J. KODES, and BRUCE SMITH, all 
from Nashville, 

In fact, one of the former more avid SSOC 
supporters on the campus, CHARLES BARRETT REED, aka Barre 
Reed, withdrew from school in the first semester, fall 1967. 

Another strong supporter, ROBERT ORR, has been ^ 
awfully quiet, apparently due to a romance with KATHI 
HEYMANN, an MSU student, | ^uis heard they are married 

or at least plan to marry. 

i 

I I added that about 20 to 25 male and female b( 

students at Southwestern have shown considerable support b7 
for the striking Memphis sanitation workers and many have 
participated in .some of the downtown marches in support of 
the strike. 

He added that with a very few exceptions, the 
student body is basically conservative in its outlook. 

For example, he pointed out that while Southwestern 
student body belongs to the National Student Association 
(NSA), it has rejected the current extremist, virtually 
disruptive program of NSA. 


i 
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SAC (157-1092) 4/3/68 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE* 

MEMPHIS* TENN. 

RM 

. _ , . s b7D -4 

On 3/18/68 1 | fu*nishe«l SAs HOWELL S, 

LOWE and WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE Vol. I, # 1, of an Independent 
publication known as COME Appeal , Memphis* Tenn., which is a 
four-page tabloid issued by the Community on the Move for 
Equality* which is the Negro ministerial group supporting the 
current Memphis sanitation strike. This issue contains photo- 
graphs of BOV. JAMES LAWSON* Dr. H. RALPH JACKSON* BAXTON 
BRYANT, Rev. M. D. BLACKBURN* Rev. M. PEACE* Mr. and Mrs. 
TAYLOR BLAIR* Rev. L. R. DAWSON and RjeSv. - WILLIAM SMITH* and 
Miss CORNELIA CRENSHAW* all leaders in the strike support 
movement. " 



page 4 has a photograph of Rev. B. L. STARKS* Whose 
name in the paper is listed as STOCKS* which is a typographical 
error. 


informant pointed out that the paper is printed or 
laid out by Rev. MALCOLM D, BLACKBURN* who in addition to 
being pastor of the clayborn AME Temple, 280 Hernando* is also 
by his own admission a journeyman printer. Yhe main editorial 
work therein is done by Rev. JAMBS M. LAWSON JR. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-109) 


DATE: 4/2/68 


FROM: 


SA WILLIAM H* LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: COMINFIL OF SNCC 

IS - SNCC; RM 


nn During the a.m. of 3/30/68 , V 

KU) SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE as follows: 


idvised 


On the morning, of Friday, 3/29/68, about 10:30 a.m. , 
CHARLES HARRINGTON, CHARLES L. CABBAGE, and CALVIN LEROY 
TAYI/JR, all of the SNCC-BPO Black Power Group, were at the 
AME Minimum Salary Office, 276 Hernando, in an effort to 
see Dr. II. RALPH JACKSON, head of the office 9nd one of the 
ministerial leaders in the Community on the Move for Equality 
(COME). TAYLOR is the same individual who in the summer of 
1967 was helping COBY VERNON SMITH and CHARLES L. CABBAGE 
organize SNCC. At that time he indicated his name was MILLER. 

He then drove a dark blue Mustang/^6^ 

On 3/29/68, this trio had a light green Volkswagen 
possibly bearing Colorado license. The trio was trying to get 
Rev. E. M. JOHNSON of the AME Church, Assistant to JACKSON, to 
permit them to see JACKSON, who was on the third floor, JOHNSON^ 
refused’, telling them that JACKSON was disgusted with them, 

L57-109 (SNCC) _ V. 


157-109 
(P - /170-70-S 


T57-957 ' 1 

100-4579 

157-1092 (SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, MEMPHIS, TENN.) 
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the Black Power group had ’’taken over" Clayborn Temple this 
A.M., 3/28/68, after the near race riot on Beale Street and 
when the non-rioting marchers returned to Clayborn Temple, 
and they would not disperse and desist when the COME leaders 
asked them to do so; that JACKSON had originally told 
CABBAGE that he would get him some money and backing for 
his BOP group if they would keep it non-violent,but it now 
appeared he did not want to keep it peaceful. $6^ 

TAYLOR was noted to be about 5*9" - 5* 10" tall, 
slpnder, light brown mustard skin, terrier dog typo face, 
high hair, smooth clean«cut complexion. TAYLOR was driving 
the Volkswagen 

JACKSON I ~~1 be 

I l obviously was provoked with them and indicated in his hi 
remarks that they had helped provoke the fighting at Hamilton 
High School prior to the 3/28/68 mass march which resulted in 
violence and lotting .J^cX 

Later, HARRINGTON commented that HARRINGTON, CABBAGE 
and TAYIX)R had gone to the Rivermont after leaving JACKSON's 
office, where they had a conference with SCLC's MARTIN LUTHER 
KING.j$c) 



Also, on 3/29/68. HARRINGTON an d CHARLES S. BALLARD, 
also BOP leader, | I say that the Memphis 

PD had earlier on 3/29/68 arrested JOHN B. SMITH, BOP leader, D 
and they were concerned that the PD would pick all of them up.^j^ 

Informant recalled that within the past few days, 

JOHN B. SMITH and CABBAGE have recently been saying "The preachers 
aren't going to do anything - we're going to have to do it" and 
"They’re cowardly". 


3/30/68 


identity) advise' 


ILL! 


I confidentially (protect) 
LAWRENCE as follows: , , „ 
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It was CHARLES L. CABBAGE, CHARLES HARRINGTON, and 
CALVIN LEROY TAYLOR who had a conference with MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., President’ of SCLC, in room- 801,, Ri Vermont Hotel, ■ 
Memphis, Tennessee, around 11:00 to 11:30 a.m., Friday, 3/29/68. 
This, group was .referred. yto as "Invaders" in a 3/30/68 stpry in 
the Memphis Commercial Appeal Newspaper by reporter TOM DeBEVIER. 
Invaders is a name the paper uses inirefeff ing to the Black Power 
clique in Memphis since some of them such as JOHN BURRELL SMITH 
and CALVIN LEROY TAYLOR have "Invaders" on the back of their 
jackets; that CALVIN LEROY TAYLOR, MN, of 347 West Waldorf, a 
student at Memphis State University and copy boy at the 
Commercial Appeal, has, by his own admission, been serving as 
an intermediary between JOHN BURRELL SMITH, CHARLES L, CABBAGE, 
and the COME Negro ministerial group leading the Sanitation 
Workers Strike support. TAYLOR says the local Black Power group 
is called Black Organizing Power (BOP) but is actually SNCC; 
that HARRINGTON, CABBAGE, and TAYLOR spent about one-half hour 
in closed conference with KING during which they complained 
they were not getting enough of the "action" in the current 
racial struggle in Memphis and they cbmanded. and wanted more of 
the "action". TAYLOR refused to elaborate and did not say what 
KING'S attitudes or commitments or promises had been other than 
to say KING claimed there was no real contact between the Black 
Power group and the Negro ministerial leaders, no real rapport. 

TAYLOR readily admitted that the BOP group had ( issued 
a mimeographed document, which they had distributed at a COME 
meeting at Clayborn Temple, 280 Hernando, 3/5/68, when Rev. JAMES 
MORRIS LAWSON, JR., headed the meeting. This document had a 
vicious letter from H. RAP BROWN, National Chairman of SNCC, 
dedicating himself to the destruction of the United States. The 
last page contained a detailed drawing showing in detail how to 
make a molotov cocktail. TAYLOR said the BOP group had obtained 
the original of this drawing from MURRAY AUSTIN ERVIN, Northside 
High\*. School senior, who is President of the Student Body and who, 
he said, is a brilliant student and brilliant leader. ERVIN, he 
claimed, can lead both Negroes and whites at Northside and has 
become one of the most militant Black Power advocates in Memphis 
and, according to TAYLOR, is almost a fanatic. 

The above source recalled that ERVIN is the same young 
man who along with another North Side student, ALEX JOHNSON, led 
a walk out at North Side on 3/11/68 after being encouraged by 
Rev. HAROLD H. MIDDLEBROOK of COME to do so. 
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SAC, Memphis (44-1987) 


4/4/68 


SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE 


UNKNOWN SUBJECT; 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

00: Memphis 


- VICTIM 


1 At approximately 10:15 PM the night of April 4, 1968, 

1 called the writer, SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE, and stated 

he hesitated to jturnish the name of the following suspect but 
due to the nature of the crime felt constrained to do so. I 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR^ 
Motel, 406 Mulberry. P 
talk with HAYS, althoug 


m as to ins neapflis residence 6f — 
which at the time was the Lorraine 

| had no, time to 

HAYS talked at length with 


HAYS has recently been driving a late model white 
automobile, make and model unknown, and was last known to be 
living in a little white clapboard house Just east of North 
Watkins, one or two blocks south of Jackson Avenue (this would 
probably be Faxon or Tutwiler). He lives with an older woman 
who is his landlady and has a private room in the front of the 
house. 

Informant recalled that HAYS is a schisophrenic and 
has been in and out of mental institutions in West Tennessee for 
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several years; While HAYS is not known to be anti-Negro, 
due to his mental quirks and due to the fact he has been a 
private detective for years, engaging in all types of 
nefarious and questionable schemes. Informant feels that 
HAYS would be capable of an assassination either through 
personal compulsion or for hire. He stated that of 
particular significance is the fact that HAYS is an 
avid student of all facets surrounding the assassination 
of the late President JOHN F. KENNEDY, having read numerous 
books and writings relative thereto, and can espound for 
hours on all possible ramifications of that assassination* 

I I 1 HAYS 

be 3,4 as recently as I960 attempted to loin the Haywood* Tenn essee 
Klavern. United Klans of Americ a. [ I 

b7D -6 r b 


I the KKK. which at that 

time was aiming much of its harrassment activities against 
the Project people. 


I , . , _r st 

that tim e HAYS seemed to have a considerable anowiecge of 

firasMuml 


b6 -2 , 
■b7C -2 - 
b 7 D -5 

□ ■ 



] 

At that 


time be was described as 6 ft. tall, weighed 185 lbs., 
born December 26, 1927, Crawfordsvllle, Arkansas, brown eyes, 
black hair, medium complexion. 


hrz — rm — c . ja — zn — rm — trs wts 



IFliTtlst he was described as 6 ft. 191 lbs. His 

father Is R. W. RENFRO (deceased); mother, OORA HAYS, Norman 
St., Memphis, Tenn. He has fingerprint classification: 


12 17 W Mil 16 
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UNITED^TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUST1 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memphis, Tennessee 
April 5, 1968 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


Ro: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On April 3, 1968, a first source advised that a 
strategy meeting was held on the night of April 2 and early 
April 3, 1968, attended by representatives of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC); the Committee on the 
Move for Equality (COMB), the Memphis ministerial group which 
heretofore has furnished the prime support for the sanitation , 
workers strike which began February 12, 1968; and representatives 
of the Black Organizing Power (BOP), which source one stated is 
the Memphis govering body of the black nationalists and 
black militant movement headed by the self ^acclaimed leaders 
Charles Laverne Cabbage and John Burrell Smith. 

It was decided at this meeting that a legal staff 
will bo set up to handle any legal matters developing in 
connection with the strike and in connection with the mass 
march originally scheduled for Friday, April 5, 1968, to be 
led by Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., President of the SCLC. 

It was decided that Jack Greenberg, head of the legal staff of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), New York, New York, would help to organize this legal 
staff . 


Source one advised that Hosea Williams, Director of 
Voter Registration and Political Education, SCLC, commented that 
they would have to get lawyers ho will go all the way and who 
know all the angles." 



Source one advised that at this meeting there 
some representatives including Jesse Epps, Field Director of 
the American Federation of State, County and Municipal ESp)| 
representing the striking sanitation workers, who wanted to 
move the April 5, 1968, mass march up to April 8, 1968, SEES / y=W — It 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


order that numerous out-of-town people could come and 
participate, particularly a representative cross-section 
of wh.ite people throughout the country, particularly labor 
people who could give an aura of integrated respectability 
to the march and give it more of a trade union atmosphere 
and take it out of the current racial atmosphere into 
which it has evolved. 

Source one advised that Epps stated that the 
union is planning to have at least two if not more chartered 
plane loads of union people from the Now York area to 
come to Memphis, possibly to arrive late Sunday, April 7, 
or early Monday, April 8, 1968, in order to participate 
in tte march which is being officially moved to April 8, 

1968. 


Source one advised that the group at this strategy 
meeting voted to Include Black Organizing Power (BOP) into 
the over-all planning. Some of those present were skeptical 
about BOP because of the militant statements made by some 
of its members and feel that it cannot be trusted or controlled. 
Particularly critical of BOP were Bishop J. 0. Patterson, Sr,, 
of the Church of God in Christ, the father of J. 0. Patterson, 
Jr., one of the three Negro members of the Memphis City Council, 
and Bishop Julian B. Smith, Bishop of the First Episcopal 
District CMS Church with headquarters at 664 Vance, 

Memphis, Tennessee. Both Bishop Smith and Bishop Patterson 
stated that the BOP could not be trusted despite the fact 
that some of the SCLC leaders insisted that the current 
movement would have to take on the complexion of a "united 
front. " 


Source one pointed out that there is little doubt 
that the BOP group, small in number, probably not having more 
than fifteen closely connected members but with some followers 
on various college campuses and high schools in Memphis, is 
attempting to blackmail the leadership in the strike activity 
and in the proposed march activity. The source pointed out 
that they really have nothing to offer but a title and are 
attempting to gain finances, communications, and office space 
in order to further their organization by giving the impression 
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that they can control potential violence if they are 
budgeted and funded but that if funds are not forthcoming 
that "they cannot be responsible for what might happen." 


Accordingly , the group at the strategy meeting 
set up a committeeship consisting of Reverend Ezekiel Bell, 
male Negro, pastor of Parkway Gardens Presbyterian Church, 
Memphis, and Samuel B. Kyles, male Negro, pastor of the 
Monumental Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee, and Reverend 
Jesse Jackson, staff member of SCLC, who has the title 
of Director of "Operation Breadbasket, North," of SCLC 
and who is understood by source one to be from Chicago, 
Illinois, and currently in Memphis working with the SCLC 
staff. This committee of three will work directly with the 
BOP group. 


At present, according to source one, all funds 
collected for the sanitation workers support are funnoled 
through the COME group and now BOP is insisting on getting 
some of this money. Many of those present resent this and 
feel that all money should logically go to the sanitation 
workers. 


Source one advised that it was also discussed 
at the meeting whether or not the march would be held despite 
the fact .that the strike conceivably could bo settled between 
April 2 or 3 and April 8, 1968, and also despite the fact that 
the city of Memphis was talking of getting an injunction against 
any such march, 

t 

Source one advised that the general consensus of 
the meeting was that regardless of what happens the march 
will be held and will be a massive march. 

Reverend Jesse Jackson outlined in detail his 
"Breadbasket" program, stating that he will send and direct 
task forces into all areas of the Negro community of Memphis, 
representing some 240,000 people in the Negro community, and 
will contact individually all storekeepers or grocers in 
these areas and insist very emphatically that they immediately 
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cease selling Hart’s bread. Wonder bread, and Coca Cola. 

He further stated that if they refusod to cease selling 
these products that a massive Nogro boycott will take 
place, during which no Negro will purchase any product 
from these reluctant or noncooperative merchants. 

He further stated that he and his SCLC staff 
are working on a massive nationwide boycott of Plough, Inc., 
a Memphis-based pharmaceutical and patent medicine firm 
which is noted for its nationally advertised St. Joseph 
asporin, because he claimed Plough has been somewhat 
discriminatory in its hiring practices, not having enough 
Negroes in high positions, and he is further concerned 
because Abo Plough, Chairman of the Board and founder of 
Plough, Inc., is a close personal friend and political 
ally of Mayor Henry Loeb against whom the Negro community is 
now united and who has thus far refused to grant a dues 
check-off to the striking sanitation workers, this being 
the main obstacle to the settlement of the strike. 

Source one advised that Jackson added that other 
unions, including the Teamsters Union, will probably cooperate 
in this boycott of Plough, Inc., and that it could well be 
that Plough products will not be moved in any area of the 
United States if this boycott is successful. 

Also on April 3, 1968, Lieutenant E. H. Ark in, 
Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised 
that a reliable source of the Police Department who has 
always furnished reliable information in the past advised 
that a meeting of the BOP group, which sometimes inter~ 
changeably uses the name "Invaders," was held in the early 
evening of April 2, 1968, in the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, 
Memphis, Tennessee. Arkin's source stated that some of the 
BOP group, including John Burrell Staith, Charles Cabbage, 

Charles Ballard, and Edwina Harrell, are staying at the Lorraine 
Motel with the SCLC group. Part of them are in Room 315. 

Among those present were John Burrell Smith, Charles Cabbage, 
Reverend James Orange of the SCLC staff, and a Reverend 
(First Name Unknown) Carnes or Cornious of Cairo, Illinois, 
who is connected with the National Council of Churches (NCC) 
according to his claim and also connected with a "Black 
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Liberation Front." There were several others present, 
names not known, all of whom were either members of BOP, 
closely affiliated with, or sympathetic thereto. 

Lieutenant Arkin*s source stated that the 
person claiming to be Carnes stated that he had been 
sent to Memphis by the Black Liberation Front as an 
observer and he pledged money of an unspecified amount 
for the BOP group if they would "keep pressure on the 
white man." Carnes told those present, "You have to burn 
his store and virtually have to burn him before you can 
bring him around." He was referring to the white man. 

Carnes (or Cornious) added, according to Arkin*s source, 
that the NCC has two million dollars to dispense to at 
least five cities in the United States which have either 
had serious racial trouble or which may have serious racial 
trouble and that they place red stars beside the names of the 
prospective cities and that currently Memphis has a red star 
beside its name. 

According to Lieutenant Arkin*s source, Reverend 
James Orange said that he would be willing to work with the 
black power group and BOP group and he urged BOP to cooperate 
with Reverend Carnes. Orange pledged his support in the 
interim since Carnes stated that the earliest he could 
obtain any funds for the BOP group would be April 15, 1968. 
John B. Smith got up and referred to BOP as a "steamroller" 
and stated, "All we want is the money and we *11 keep rolling." 
Following this, Charles Cabbage stated that the BOP group 
wants money to set up a black co-op and to sell various 
goods, including black literature in this stor^ and also 
to teach black history.at this store. 

According to Lieutenant Arkin's source, another 
greq? involving the BOP met at the Lorraine Motel at 9 p.m. 
on the night of April 2, 1968, with all of the abovement ioned 
individuals present, including Jesse Jackson who is in 
charge of '^Operation Breadbasket, North" of the SCLC. 

Here the BOP group headed by Cabbage complained that Reverend 
James Morris Lawson, Jr., pastor of the Centenary Methodist 
Church, Memphis, who had been their main liaison with the COME 


- 5 - 


FBI-Withers-1407 












SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE; 
MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 





and strike support group/ Was ineffectual asjCabbage said 
"All he deals in is theory. He is not a| guy, Jor strategy 
and action and is inadequate for our program." Hefdid 
not elaborate. Cabbage further stated that with! regard to 
the violence which erupte'd during the March 28 , 1968, 
march led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Lawson had he 
done his homework would not have been caught by surprise 
because Lawson should have realised that there was [going 
to be violence on that day. Again he did not elaborate 
other than to blame the trouble on March 28 on a group of 
"hustlers/* a group of Rea'le Street and teen-age punks who 
were out to loot and creajte trouble, and stated that they 
used the march as an excuse for so doing. Cabbage laughed 
and said that none of Lawson*s informers had been among 
this group to "tip him of ’f." . L 

This source stajted that those present discussed 
the fact that BOP wanted $o be represented at all future 
meetings of COME and the s SCLC and the union, and that they 
are demanding fund money to support BOP activities [and hope 
to get it from COMB or the Office of Economic Opportunity 
(0E0) or the War on Poverty Committee (WOPC) in Memphis 
which is funded by the OEO out of Federal funds. Cabbage 
suggested that COME, through its influence, could get money 
from OEO and the WOPC and that Martin Luther King, Jr., if 
he saw fit, could also get funds for them. 

This source stated that Reverend Jesse Jackson 
said that he was present to ascertain who BOP wanted to 
sponsor them in the future or be their liaison and they 
all agreed that Reverend S. B. Kyles of the Monumental 
Baptist Church would be a good man. 

Lieutenant Arkin stated that his source later 
learned that a strategy meeting of the COME, SCLC, Union 
and BOP groups was held in Clayborn Temple on the night of 
April 2, 1968, and that it was agreed that BOP would be 
represented in the future in strategy meetings of these 
groups. He ^stated that Reverend James Orange of the SCLC 
staff had promised that BOP would have an office of its own 
in the Minimum Salary Office of tbe A ME Church next door to 
Clayborn Temple by April 3, 1968. 
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Lieutenant Ark in stated that his source advised 
that it was also discussed that since the Negroes in 
Memphis are now boycotting the two Menphis daily papers, 
the "Commercial Appeal M and the 'Press-Scimitar," the 
Negroes would have a definite problem in communicating 
with each other as to future plans and strategy and 
that they would have to bring economic pressure on the 
various radio stations in Memphis to give them free time 
in order to get their announcements to their people. 

Also on April 3, 1968, source one stated that 
Cabbage, John B. Smith, and Charles Ballard, along with 
Edwin a Harrell, are all staying in Rooks 315 and 316 of the 
Lorraine Motel. i 

f 

Also on April 3, 1968,, source two advised that 
at approximately 10:42 a.m.. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President of SCLC, accompanied by some of his staff, 
namoly Andrew J. Young, Executive Director; Ralph D. 
Abernathy, Vice President at Large and Treasurer; Bernard 
Lee, Special Aide to Dr. King; and Dorothy Cotton, all 
arrived in Memphis by Eastern Airlines from Atlanta, Georgia. 
This group was driven from the Airport, according to 
Lieutenant Arkin, on April 3, 1968, in two cars to the 
Centenary Methodist Church where, a meeting was held with 
COME, SCLC and union people.,. One group, including King, 
was driven in a 1966 Buick Electra bearing 1968 Tennessee 
License jp-9735, .which Arkin .stated is registered to 
Thomas c. Matthews, 317 Carpenter Street, and some of the 
group were driven, in a yellow { Lincoln with a black top 
owned by Cornelia Crenshaw, a former manager of one of the 
Memphis Housing Authority projects and who has been quite 
active in the COME and strike support movement. 

Immediately prior to King's arrival, according 
to source three, on Apri£ 3,1968, a press conference was 
held in Ciayborn Temple under the auspices of COME and 
SCLC, at which Reverend Hosea' Williams, Director. of Voter 
Registration and Political Education of SCLC, was the main 
spokesman. He stated thait the march had definitely been 
rescheduled for April 8, 1968, but that SCLC was ready at 
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any tin© to have a march but was deferring to the request 
of outstanding labor leaders and religious leaders throughout 
the United States who wanted it postponed in order that they 
would have time to come from various points throughout the 
United States in order that they might participate. He 
stated that many of these people would be arriving in Memphis 
on Sunday, April 7, 1968. Williams also told the press 
that the coordinating group had re-structured their committeos 
and had agreed to bring in young militant Negroes in order 
to give them more say in the strategy because they wanted to 
encourage participation of youths. He pointed out that the 
group would allow youths to be parade marshals in the April 8 t 
1968, march. Williams reported that COMB, SCLC, and the Union 
had accepted a total "united black community participation 
of all people in a nonviolent movement." He further stated 
that this group was creating a bureau of information and 
public relations to commence immediately and would also 
escalate its boycott against the "Commercial Appeal" and 
"Press-Scimitar, " which he accused of egregiously biased 
reporting. He also stated that SCLC would set up a permanent 
chapter of SCLC*s "Operation Breadbasket" to be supervised by 
Revorend Jesse Jackson of the SCLC staff, understood by 
source three to be from Chicago, and he reiterated that local 
products which would immediately be boycotted through strong 
economic pressure on the part of the Negro community would 
be Hart*s bread. Wonder bread, Sealtest Milk, and Coca Cola, 
as these companies had shown a definite racial bias in their 
operations. He further stated that the group would sponsor 
"bank-ins" to try to induce the 240,000 Negroes in Memphis 
to move all of their bank accounts from white savings and 
loan companies and banks to Negro banking institutions 
and would also sponsor an "insurance-in" inducing the same 
people to drop their insurance policies with white firms 
and re-insure themselves with Negro insurance firms. 

Later on April 3, 1968, source one stated that 
Dr. King was staying in Room 307 of the Lorraine Motel and 
that he had checked in there prior to going to the meeting 
at the Centenary Methodist Church having returned there for 
lunch with members of his staff and various representatives 
of COME and BOP. Source jene stated that at the Centenary 
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Methodist Church he had addressed the ministers and introduced 
the "Breadbasket " program, outlined in detail by source three 
above, to those present, with Reverend Jesse Jackson being 
the person in charge of this group. One of the outside groups 
there was Virgie Hortenstine, a white civil rights worker 
from Cincinnati, Ohio, who has spent the last several years 
working among indigent Negroes in Fayette and Haywood Counties, 
Tennessee. She had with her three young white persons and 
listed her address as 5541 Henry Road, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Those with her, phonetically, were Kulti Pichola, Hank 
Veyner, and Marian Branch, or Braurch. Virgie Hortenstine 
indicated that she keeps in close touch with Anne Braden, 
Associate Director of the Southern Conference Educational 
Fund, Inc, (SC2F), with headquarters at Louisville, Kentucky. 

(A characterization of the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Inc., is set forth in the Appendix of 
this communication.) 

Source one learned at this meeting that James 
Bevel of the SCLC staff has returned to Chicago, Illinois, 
from Memphis and is momentarily expected back in Memphis. 

On the afternoon of April 3, 1968, Mr. Thomas L. 
Robinson, Uiited States Attorney, Western Judicial District 
of Tennessee, Memphis, furnished a copy of a temporary 
restraining order obtained officially at 12:40 p.m., 

April 3, 1968, issued by United States District Judge Bailey 
Brown, Memphif, Tennessee. This restraining order reads as 
follows: 


- 9 - 
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"CITY OF MEMPHIS, 

A Municipal Corporation, 

"Complainant, 


"vs. No. C-68-80 

"MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 

HOSEA WILLIAMS, REVEREND 
JAMBS BEVEL, REVEREND JAMBS 
ORANGE, RALPH D. ABERNATHY and 
BERNARD LEE, all Non-Residents 
of the State of Tennessee, 

"Defendants. 


♦ TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

"On this day this cause case on to be heard before 
the Honorable Bailey Brown, Judge of the United States 
District Court for the Western District of Tennessee, Western 
Division, on the verified complaint of the City of Memphis, 
a municipal corporation, praying that a temporary restraining 
order issue against Martin Luther King, Jr., Hosea Williams, 
Reverend James Bevel,, Reverend James Orange, Ralph D, 
Abernathy and Bernard Lee, restraining them from leading or 
conducting a massive parade or march in the City of Memphis, 
and 

"WHEREAS, it is claimed by said complainant herein 
that it and its citizens will be irreparably damaged by 
reason of the fact that a similar parade or march which 
occurred on March 28, 1968 led by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
resulted in a riot causing multitudinous personal injury and 
property damage, and that the said march or parade is likely 
to cause great hazard, danger and irreparable injury to the 
complainant and the inhabitants of the City of Memphis; and 
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"It appearing to the Court that it is proper that 
a temporary order should issue herein for a period not to 
exceed ten (10) days from the entry of this order, said order 
having boon issued without notice for the reason that the 
said defendants, Martin Luther King, Jr., Hosea Williams, 
Reverend James Bevel, Reverend James Orange, Ralph D. Abernathy 
and Bernard Le$, will, unless restrained, proceed immediately 
to carry on with the proposed march or parade and that 
immediate and irreparable loss and damage will result to 
the complainant and the inhabitants of the City of Memphis 
before the matter could be heard on notice. 


"IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED That complainant *s applica- 
tion for a temporary restraining order be granted upon its 
giving bond with security to bo approved by the Clerk of this 
Court in the penal sum of $1000.00, securing the defendants 
against all loss or damage which may result from the Issuance 
of this restraining order, if it should finally be determined 


that same was improvidently issued, or that ^may , be 'awarded to 
them by reason of the granting of the said order, and the 
said defendants, Martin Luther King, Jr., Hosea Williams, 

Reverend James Bevel, Reverend James Orange,' Ralph ! D. Abernathy 
and Bernard Lee, their servants and employees and £11 persons acting 
under thoir authority, oij in concert with them, are hereby 
specifically restrained anti enjoined from organizing or leading 
a parade or march in the (City of Memphis until thelsfurther 
orders of the Court therebh. i Uii ,tj |f 

I i ?! If’ *\ $ 

"Dated this 3rd day of April, 196$ iat 12:40 o*clock P.M. 


/ / « J I’ i 

/s/ "Bailey Brown 


I 1 

I J 
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Later on April 3, 1968, source one advised that 
warrants in connection withtiae temporary restraining order 
were served at the Lorraine Motel on the afternoon of 
April 3, 1968, by United States Marshal Cato Ellis 
and one of his Deputy Marshals Willie Durham, Memphis, on 
Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr,, Hosea Williams, Reverend James 
Orange, Ralph D, Abernathy, and Bernard Lee, Ellis and 
Durham were unable to serve the warrant on Bevel, which 
actually was a restraining order, due to the fact that King 
told Ellis that Bevel had temporarily returned to Chicago 
and was expected back in Memphis on the night of April 3, 
1968, and that he would have Bevel contact Ellis in order 
that the Order could be served on him. 

Source one advised that the Lorraine Motel was a 
"beehive of activity" in that Reverend James Morris Lawson 
has set up Room 310 as a legal office and that already 
attorneys serving the SCLC and COMB groups are Lucius Burch, 
described by source one as one of the more prominent 
attorneys in the city of Memphis, and his law associates 
William J. Michael Cody 111 and his son-in-law David Caywood. 
Also serving as attorneys were Walter Lee Bailey, Jr., a 
male Negro, and Louis Lucas, a white attorney of the law firm 
of Sugarmon, Ratner, Willis, and Lucas, This group is 
also bringing in a group of student lawyers from various 
Eastern universities, plus the University of Mississippi, 
for the purpose of taking complaints from various Negroes 
in Memphis who aro claiming that they were victims of 
so-called"police brutality" growing out of tho March 28, 

1968, disturbance in Memphis. This group is apparently 
sponsored by the NAACP, Inc., fund, according to source one. 
It was indicated, however, that Lucius Burch will handle the 
over-all legal activities and that on the morning of 
April 4, 1968, Burch and his associates plan to appear in 
tho Court of United States District Court Judge Bailey Brown, 
seeking to have his temporary restraining order set aside, 
thus opening the door for the April 8, 1968, march. 

Source one added that BOP representatives Charles 
Cabbage, Edwina Harrell, and Don Neely all, ate dinner with 
Dr, King and Dorothy Cotton and Andrew J, Young, the latter 
two being of the SCLC staff. Source one stated that Harrell 
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is a sophomore at Men$>his State University (MSU) who has 
been living with some of the black power people at the 
Lorraine Motel for the past several days. She lives at 
2418 Gentry and attended Spellman College in Atlanta, 

Georgia, last year. 

Source one stated that Neely resides at 531 
East McLemore and is an Owen College dropout and has been 
described by his brother as a fanatic follower of Charles 
Cabbage and John B. Smith. 

Source one further learned that James Morris 
Lawson, Jr., pastor of the Centenary Methodist Church, 
who heretofore has been the liaison man from the COME group 
with the BOP forces, is definitely no longer in accord 
with BOP and is extremely worried at the fact that BOP is 
being brought into the COME, SCLC and Union coalition. 

His basis for concern is the fact that BOP is not disciplined, 
is definitely unpredictable, and has given vent to statements 
advocating violence in the past. Lawson stated that no one 
could control them and he feels that their presence in the 
coalition will definitely divide the necessary and imperative 
united Negro ministerial support which COME has heretofore 
had. 


Source one advised that Hosea Williams on learning 
of Lawson's concern told the COMB group that while BOP is 
a divergent^ dissident, belligerent and militant group, 
nevertheless they are Negroes and that the older people will 
have to make some effort to form a united front with them 
and maintain liaison with them. 

Source stated that there is no doubt in his mind 
based on Lawson's comments and attitude that Lawson is bitter 
because Cabbage recently made a statement to ‘Robert Analavage, 
staff writer for the "Southern Patriot," official publication 
of the SCSF, to the effect that nonviolence in Memphis died 
on March 28, 1968, as a result of the violence which occurred 
on that date and as a result Martin Luther King, Jr., and his 
concept of nonviolence and James Morris Lawson, Jr,, and his 
concept of nonviolence are "dead," as far as leadership of 
Negroes is concerned. Lawson appears to be most resentful of 
this. 
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Lawson mad© the comment, according to source one, 
on April 3, 1968, that "We had an excellent covers© nt here 
and BOP by his irresponsibility can ruin it," He stated 
that all BOP does is to beg money and to criticize and that 
it never offers anything constructive. 

Source one added that in connection with the 
meeting at the Lorraine Motel on the afternoon of April 3, 

1968, that some of the BOP people were trying to call in other 
students and supporters from throughout the city of Memphis 
to meet with them. 

Probable corroboration of this latter information 
was furnished by source four on April 3, 1968, who advised 
that between 12:20 and 12:30 p.ra, , April 3, 1968, in the 
Student Center at Memphis State University, which has a group 
known as the Black Student Association (BSA), one of the 
leaders of which is Edwina Harrell of the BOP Governing Body, 
some calls came over the public address system urging Ronald 
Ivy, Eric Fair, and Thomas Potter to immediately call Rooms 310 and 
315 of the Lorraine Motel or to come there* if possible. Source 
four stated that a few moments later another call came over 
the public address system asking for Donald Douglass or Robert 
Montgomery to call or come to Room 316 of the Lorraine Motel. 

Source four advised tiat there is a Ronald Lewis Ivy, who is 
one of the leaders of the BSA group, a senior, who lives at 560 
LaClede Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee, a male Negro, currently 
enrolled at MSU. Source four further advised that Donald 
Douglass is undoubtedly identical with Donald Eugene Douglass, 
a freshman student residing at 2036 Benton Street. Source 
four added that there is one Robert Montgomery enrolled in 
MSU, he being a freshman, residing at 1608 Wavorly, and that 
he possibly could be identical with the Robert Montgomery 
who was paged. 

Source four added that there is one Eric Fair 
listed on the rolls of MSU, namely Eric Warden Fair, a 
freshman student, listing no home address, with his telephone 
number shown as 324-0693. Source four stated that there 
is one Thomas Potter listed in the MSU rolls, this being 
Thomas Eugene Potter, a freshman student, with no home 
address listed, home telephone shown as 946-3284. 
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Also on April 3, 1968, a fifth source advised that 
several rough-talking black militants have been hanging 
around the Clayborn Temple, which is the more -or -less strike 
supporter headquarters, on recent dates; and that on 
April 2, 1968, an individual identified as Theodore Manuel, 

Jr, , who is about 5 feet 10 inches tall, weighing 150 
pounds, a male Negro, with medium brown complexion, 
claiming to be an original Memphis resident and recently 
of Detroit, Michigan, stated that he had been in Memphis 
about three weeks and bragged that on March 28, 1968, during 
the riot which developed during the march led by Dr, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., that he had been injured ostensibly by the police, 
was hit on the head, and injured in one of his elbows. He 
appears to be about 33 years of age. He said that at the 
time of the injury he went to the St, Joseph Hospital for 
treatment but left hurriedly when he heard the police were 
coming. He did not elaborate. 

On April 3, 1968, Lieutenant George Feathers, 

Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised as 
follows: 


Feathers advised that the 'Tress-Scimitar" newspaper, 
issue of March 29, 1968, carried a list of some of those 
people who had been treated at the hospitals for injuries 
received in connection with the March 28, 1968, riot and that 
Theodore Manuel, residence 949 D Mosby, listing his occupation 
as a CPA, had been treated at St. Joseph Hospital for abrasions 
on his head and injuries to his left elbow. He refused 
X-ray treatment and discharged himself, not waiting for additional 
treatment . 


Source five stated that another young militant 
male Negro hanging around Clayborn Temple is Willie James 
Kimp, male Negro, about 23 years of age, who allegedly lives 
at 1015 Palermo. He hangs around with John Henry Ferguson, 
male Negro, age about 20, who lives at 1279 Pennsylvania, 
and source understands that both Ferguson and Kimp have already 
been arrested by the Memphis Police Department on about three 
different occasions since the strike began, on charges of 
Disorderly Conduct and general obstructive tactics. 
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Source five stated that another individual who 
showed up at the church, claiming to have black power 
connections, was one Jake or Jack Connor, male Negro, 
about 27 to 28 years of age, 5 feet 10 inches in height, 
heavy-set, weighing 180 to 190 pounds, with a broad 
chest, and heavy head of hair worn in a semi-Afro hair cut. 
This individual had medium brown skin with a small thin 
beard and a thin mustache. He carries a brown brief case, 
wears khaki pants and Delta (ankle-length) boots, Connor 
indicated that he had been in Memphis about two or three 
days and had been invited in. He did not say who had 
invited him but stated that he was to contact John B. Smith 
who was supposed to be driving a blue Mustang and on hearing 
this Kimp told Jake or Jack Connor that it was not generally 
known but that John B, Smith was temporarily staying at the 
Lorraine Motel. At this point, a male Negro preacher, age 
38 to 40, name not known, told Connor that if he would wait 
he would take him over to the Lorraine to contact Smith. 

Some of these individuals, according to source five, 
have a special handshake t whereby they grab a person's hand 
normally, then grab his thumb, then grab his wrist, and 
then give him a regular handshake which is some sort of a 
symbol of recognition. 

Source stated that Kimp told one of the individuals 
present that he has been staying in Chicago with an aunt, 
that Kimp is not his real name, that his real name is Johnson, 
and that he has been connected with a black power group in 
Chicago, known as the Black Stone Rangers. Kimp indicated 
that he recently had a Pontiac which was wrecked and he is 
trying to sell some magnetic wheels and the transmission 
which were salvaged therefrom. 

Source stated that another person present, 
tentatively identified by source five , was Yerdell Brooks, 
ostensibly connected with the BOP group and a student 
at Owen College. Brooks indicated that he had to "lay low" 
and might have to leave town. He did not have to elaborate 
nor did any of the others present. 

Kimp stated that two or other "Black Stone Rangers" 
were in town with him. 
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Source five noted that Manuel challenges all 
people whom he does not know and exhibited a gash in his 
head and a swollen elbow. He feels that he has a lot to 
offer Memphis because he claimed he had been involved in 
a race riot in Detroit in the Sumer of 1967 and claimed 
that he was connected with some unidentified black nationalist 
group in Detroit. 

Kimp also kept mentioning the group known as 
"Invaders," apparently connected with the BOP group in 
Memphis, and indicated that he would soon be doing some 
recruiting for this group. Manuel talked to Kinpin some 
detail about this group. 

Source five advised that another unidentified 
Negro present who appeared to be a part of this group 
was dark-skinned, 6 feet 2 or 3 inches tall, heavy build, 
weighing possibly 220 pounds, had a dark heavy beard 
although the beard was thih- due to the paucity of hair on his face. 
He indicated he was from Alabama. 

The information set forth above was orally furnished 
on April 3, 1968, to representatives of the 111th Military 
Intelligence Group, Third Army, Memphis, and to Lieutenant 
E, H. Arkin and Lieutenant George Feathers of the Inspectional 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department. 
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* APPENDIX 

1 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND, INC. (SCBF) 

The Southern Conference for Human Welfare (SCHW) 
was cited as a Communist front by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, House Report 592, June 12, 1947, 

In the same house report, 'The Southern Patriot," was cited 
as an "organ" of the SCHW. 

An amendment to the charter of the SCHW dated 
April 26, 1946, changed its name to the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund, Incorporated (SCEF) and stated its purpose 
to be to improve the educational and -cultural standards of 
the Southern people in accordance with the highest American 
democratic institutions, traditions, and ideals. 

The masthead of the April, 1967, issue of 
'The Southern Patriot" indicates that it is the publication 
of SCBF, editorial and business offices of which are 
located at 3210 West Broadway, Louisville, Kentucky, 

Eastern Office of which is located at Suite 412, 799 
Broadway, New York City, New York. ‘The Southern Patriot" 
is published once each month, except July. The SCEF 
is stated to be dedicated to ending discrimination based on 
race, creed, color, sex, national origin, or economic 
condition. 

Carl Braden is identified as Executive Director 
of SCEF and Anne Braden as editor of 'The Southern Patriot," 

Mrs, Alberta Ahearn, 2311 Payne Street, Louisville, 
Kentucky, a self -admitted former member of the Communist 
Party (CP), Louisville, Kentucky,, testified on December 11, 
and 13, 1954 in Jefferson County, Kentucky Criminal Court 
in a state sedition prosecution against Carl James Braden. 

She identified Carl Braden and his wife, Anne McCarty Braden, 
as having been known to her as members of the CP from 
January, 1951, to December, 1954. 

The SCEF is self-described as having deep roots 
in the South where it began as the educational wing of the 
SCHW, organized in 1938 to work for economic and political 
reform. When the SCHW disbanded in the late 1940*s, SCEF 
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2 APPENDIX 

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE EDUCATIONAL FUND. INC, (continued) ; 

continued as an independent organization, rallying support 
for integration and democracy and helping to stimulate 
and nurture new movements of the early 1960's. The SCBF 
maintained headquarters in Louisiana for twenty years, but 
in 1966 moved its headquarters to Louisville, Kentucky. 

A source advised on March 2, 1961, that Claude 
Lightfoot, a Communist Party functionary, stated at a 
meeting of the Communist Party in Baltimore, Maryland, on 
February 25, 1961, that the Communist Party is not connected 
with any progressive movement but indirectly they do have 
some influence in the SCEF. 

A second source, who is familiar with some phases 
of Communist Party activity in the New Orleans area, advised 
on June 3, 1966, that during the time that the SCHW was in 
existence, members of the Communist Party were members of 
and worked actively in the SCHW; however, since the formation 
of the SCEF, Communist Party members have not been encouraged 
to work in the SCEF. The source stated that the SCEF is 
a progressive, liberal organization, which he considers a 
Communist Party front organization because it has gone along 
with the Communist Party on certain issues, particularly 
on the racial issue. 

A third source advised on May 25, 1965, that 
George Meyers, a Communist Party functionary, expressed 
great admiration for Carl and Anne Braden and the SCEF, 
with which they are affiliated, and expressed the view 
that the SCEF is the best organization in the South as far 
as doing effective work is concerned and that they have a 
better idea of what they are doing, where they are heading, 
and influence other organizations for the better. 

The second source also advised on June 3, 1966, 
that many people who are officials and supporters of the 
SCEF, while liberal in their views, are by no means Communists. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI, It is the . property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency;' it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 


- 20 *— 




L\ 


FBI-Withers-1422 


* * 


4 



In Reply, Pleat e Refer to 
File No. 


• • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Memphis, Tennessee 
April 5, 1968 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


Title: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Character: RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference: Memorandum prepared at Memphis, 

Tennessee, dated and captioned as 
above. 

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 

SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RM 

00; Memphis 


Re Memphis alrtel and LHM dated 4/4/68, 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies, 
and for WFO, Atlanta and Chicago 3 copies each and for 
Springfield, Milwaukee, and Detroit 2 copies each of a 
letterhead memorandum dated 4/5/68 and captioned as above. 

3 - Bureau (Encs.ll) (RM) C 
3 - Atlanta (Encs.3)(RM) (Info) 

(1 - MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 

(1 - Washington Spring Project) 

(1 - SCLC) 

3 - Chicago (Encs,3)(RM) b6 _ 4 

(1 - MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) b?c 4 
(1 - Washington Spring Project) 

(1 - SCLC) 

2 - Detroit (Encs,2)(RM) 

(1 - 157 -Sanitation Workers St rike, Memphis) 

(1 - 157*1 ^ 

2 - Milwaukee (Encs.2)(HM) 

(1 - 15 7 -San it at ion Workers Stri ke. Memphis) 

(1 - 157*1 


2 - Sprin gfield CBncs.zitRM) 


3 - 




CSV _ 


(157-| 

WFO (Encs,3)(RM) (Info) 

(1 - MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) 

(1 - SCLC) 

(1 - Washington Spring Project) 
Memphis (157-1092) 

(COPIES LISTBD - P A G S-a ) 



WHLjgi 

A ( 1 5) 

Approved: 
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ME 157-1092 


MEMPHIS COPIES CONTINUED: 


157-1092, Sanitation Workers Strike, Memphis, Tenn, , RM. 
157-556, Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban Areas 
157-109, SNCC 

100-4105, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

157-166, SCLC 

157-957, I , 

100-4528,1 

157-1070, 

170-1024 ,1 b6 _ 2 4 

170-98, : b7r -2 4 

157-NEW, b 7 D.r 

157-NEW, 

157-NEW, 

157-NEW, 

157-NEW, 

157-NEW, 

157-111 6 jJ,, 1N 

170-70 Su b. fME 338-R( Ghetto ) 1WJ (U) 

170-1040, I I v 

157-1097, Washington Spring Project 
66-1687 Sub A, Dissemination File 


Copies of the enclosed LHM are being disseminated 
to the U, S. Attorney, Memphis, and U. S, Secret Service, 
Memphis, and to Regional Offices of Military Intelligence. 

Sources utilized in the enclosed LHM are as- follows: 


Source one is 
Source two is 



Source 


ee ii 





# 

MB 157-1092 
LEADS: 

ATLANTA AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICES: (Information) 

Copies are being furnished Atlanta and WFO for 
information in view of their interest in SCLC, MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., and Washington Spring Project. 

CHICAGO DIVISION 

AT CHICAGO. ILL. 

Will review indices and conduct credit and criminal 
checks re WILLIS JAMES KIMP, male Negro, date of birth 9/24/45, 
who said he has been living in Chicago with an aunt and claims 
to be with the Black Stone Rangers. 

DETROIT DIVISION 

AT DETROIT. MICHIGAN 

Will review indices and check Detroit Police Department 
and credit records regarding THEODORE MANUEL, JR., Negro 
male, born 12/16/36, Memphis, Tenn. 

MILWAUKEE DIVISION 

AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 

Will search indices re JAKE or JACK CONNOR and 
conduct criminal checks. 

SPRINGFIELD DIVISION 

AT SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 

Will search indices re Black Liberation Front and 
Rev. (FNU) CARNES or CORNIOUS(or COINS). 

AT CAIRO, ILL. 

Will check re Black Liberation Front and Rev, CARNES, aka. 







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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Memphis, Tennessee fbi automatic declassification guide 
April 6, 1968 DATE oz-z7-zoiz 


Re: SAN ITAT ION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


The following is a summary of activities in 
Memphis, Tennessee, received on April 4 and occurring 
on late April 3 and on April 4. 1968, as specified herein- 
after: 

The "Commercial Appeal" newspaper, issue of 
April 4, 1968. in a story on page 8 reported that Dr, 

Martin Luther King, Jr,, on the night of April 3, 1968, 
spoke to more than two thousand persons at Mason Temple 
in connection with the sanitation workers strike at 
Memphis, Tennessee, which began February 12, 1968, Dr, 

King emphasized that a scheduled mass march must be held 
Monday, April 8, 1968, to "re-focus attention on the eight- 
week-old sanitation workers strike," He said, "If the 
police dogs and fire hoses in Alabama couldn't stop us, 
an injunction in Memphis, Tennessee, can't." He stated that 
the violence which had erupted during the March 28, 1968, 
mass march led by him caused the tension to focus on the 
"broken windows, " He said ’That's what happens when you have 
a little violence. The press concentrated on the broken 
windows and not the issues," He stated that the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) lawyers were going 
into United States District Court on the morning of April 4, 
1968, to fight the temporary restraining order issued on 
April 3, 1968, by United States District Court Judge 
Bailey Brown against further marches in Memphis, Tennessee, 
Dr. King again called for economic boycotts against leading 
Memphis businesses. He said, "We don't need bricks and 
bottles and Molotov cocktails. We're building an economic 
base and putting pressure where it hurts," ,^p.»mgya 


The paper continued that Dr. King again ur gftd» p g«ra X/nJL . 
persons to leave work and school to join the April 8 ,T.9 do, ; 

scheduled march. The paper reported that he was aga 
scheduled to speak on the night of April 4, 1968, also . '*) 

at Mason Temple. 
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The paper also reported that Dr. Ralph Abernathy, 
Executive Vice President of SCLC, spoke and praised Dr. King, 
saying that despite Dr. King’s honors, he had not yet 
decided to be President of the United States, adding, "But 
he is the man who tells the President what to do." 

The paper also reported in this story that 
the last battalion of the Tennessee National Guard had 
been released from active duty and that the 200 Tennessee 
Highway Patrol Troopers who had been on duty since March 28, 
1968, had also returned home on late April 3, 1968, 

Also on April 4, 1968, a first source advised 
that a strategy meeting was held on the night of April 3 
and early morning of April 4, 1968, at the Minimum Salary 
of the CMS Church, next door to Clayborn Temple, which has 
been the unofficial headquarters of the groups supporting 
the sanitation strikers, namely the Community on the Move 
for Equality (COMB) , a group of Memphis minister^ and the 
SCLC, and recently the Black Organizing Power (BOP) , which, 
according to its leaders Charles Laverne Cabbage and John 
Burrell Smith, is affiliated fraternally with the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, (SNCC). 

The big problem which developed, according to 
source one, was the fact that Cabbage and his BOP group 
want to gain importance. They want to give the illusion 
to the Negro leaders in Memphis that they are the only 
force which can control militant Negro youths in Memphis 
and can prevent trouble if necessary and they are emphasizing 
that if the COME and the SCLC group provide them with sufficient 
money, with no strings attached, that they will possibly 
work to maintain a status of nonviolence in Memphis. The 
other problem discussed was that of organizing parade 
marshals and making efforts to pinpoint those who might 
cause trouble in the scheduled April 8, 1968, mass march. 
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According to source one. Cabbage kept claiming 
to have the power to do things but when the ministers 
and SCLC people present pinned him down, he was vague. 

At one point, Cabbage's girl friend, also a member of the 
governing body of BOP, namely Edwina jeanetta Harrell, 
said, "All of this talk and nothing accomplished," 

Source 'one advised that another representative 
of BOP, in addition to Harrell, was Charles Steven Ballard, 
an Owen college student. 

Source one advised that the meeting was chaired ' 
by Reverend James Morris Lawson, Jr., pastor of the Centenary 
Methodist Church, Memphis. 

Source one advised that another person present 
at this meeting was a young, semi-militant Negro male, 
about 17 years of age, Murray Austin Ervin of 1108 Argyle, 
President of the Student Body at Northside High School in 
Memphis, but it could not be definitely determined if he 
was part of the BOP group. He criticized Martin Luther King, 
Jr., for only preaching nonviolence in the Beale Street 
area of Memphis, saying that Beale Street had nothing but 
a bunch of old men and that if King really wanted to 
accomplish something, he should go into the housing projects 
and other fringe Negro ghetto areas and talk with youths in 
those areas, as those youths generally represented the most 
militant Negro youths in Memphis. 

Source one advised that the group present decided 
that workshops would begin in Mason Temple on the afternoon of 
April 4, 1968, preceding the night of April 4, 1968, mass 
meeting; and that at these workshops SCLC personnel would teach 
their methods of nonviolent marching and parade marshaling. 

It was decided that, for example. Reverend Henry Logan Starks, 
pastor of the St. James AME Church and a member of the COME 
group, would be a top deputy marshal and it was up to him 
to obtain 25 ministers who would serve as marshals under 
his guidance. It was decided that Charles Laverne Cabbage 
would be a top deputy marshal and that it was up to him to. 
provide 25 of his BOP and related people as marshals, although 
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Cabbage indicated that he did not have 25 BOP members but 
had allies and associates in his movement of a larger number 
at the various colleges. It was also decided that SGLC 
would provide marshals of an undetermined number. 

Source one stated that Cabbage resented the fact 
that SCLC was to train the marshals and kept saying, "We 
don't need outsiders to come into Memphis and tell us what 
to do." 


According to source one, Andrew J, Young of the 
SCLC staff tried to diplomatically tell Cabbage that SCLC 
merely wanted to lend the benefit of its vast experience 
and counsel based on numerous task marches throughout the 
country. 


Source one stated that Cabbage very definitely 
appeared to be "trying to drop a pigeon on the COME and 
SCLC group," explaining that this was a form of blackmail 
on his part where he in effect was saying to them, "Give 
us money or we can't be responsible for any violence which 
might happen." 

One of the leading strike supporters, Cornelia 
Crenshaw, a Negro political leader in Memphis, stated that 
she definitely would be opposed to any of the strike support 
funds raised by COME being diverted to subsidize a special 
group such as Cabbage's BOP. 

Source one stated that also opposing the giving of 
any money to Cabbage and his group were Or. Vasco A. Smith, 
Jr., and wife, Mrs. Maxine Smith, Dr. Smith being the Vice 
President and Mrs. Smith being the Executive Secretary of 
the NAACP Chapter in Memphis, Tennessee, They felt that 
Cabbage merely wanted to get a strong foothold in the 
Negro movement in Memphis and that it could give the Negro 
movement a bad image. 
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Source one stated that also present was one 
Ernest Smith, a male Negro, middle age, who stated that 
he was with some branch of the Methodist Church in 
Washington, D, C., having to do with race and religion. 
He seemed to be much impressed with Cabbage and in fact 
gave Cabbage a calling card, listing his Memphis motel 
address and asking that Cabbage contact him on April 4, 
1968, for a conference. 


Source one stated that Bernard Lee, Administrative 
Aide to Or. King, stated that Cabbage had also "conned" SCLC 
out of $167,00, which came out of SCLC headquarters in Atlanta, 
this money given to Cabbage ostensibly to pay for the motel 
rooms at the Lorraine Hotel which he, John Smith, Edwina 
Harrell and others had been occupying since around March 30, 
1968, Lee further stated that it appeared that Or. Martin 
Luther King, Jr,, and his group were unable to get through 
to Cabbage and his group and to convince them of their 
philosophy of nonviolence. Lee stated that 
it appeared that Cabbage wants money now without being able 
to give any firm commitments. Source one pointed out that 
Cabbage, Edwina Harrell, and (Ballard all used extremely vulgar 
and foul language in this meeting attended by several prominent 
Negro ministers and Negro women. 


b6 -2.4 
b7C ~ 2 ' 4 '•,* 


]told Edwina Harrell^ that he wanted her . to go and arrange 


for a conference with Or, King and he said it in the following 
manner, "I want you to go down there and tell that Nigger 
King that I want him to come up here and see me." Source one 
pointed out that as of the night of April 3, 1968, it had 
also been determined that James Phillips of the BOP governing 
body, John Burrell Smith, and Verdell Brooks of the governing 
body of BOP, along with Bon .Neely, 531 East McLemore, Memphis, 
a new follower of the BOP group, were all in the Lorraine 
Hotel prior to the above -described mass meeting. 
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At this meeting also at the Lorraine Hotel, 

John Burrell Smith claimed that he is giving regularly 
a portion of his GI educational bill check which he receives 
by virtue of his attendance at Owen College to the BOP 
treasury, and James Elmore Phillips, an Owen College student , 
stated that he had already given over $100 to the BOP 
treasury, Phillips and Smith argued quite vehemently, 
talking in a crazy and vague manner, being highly emotional 
and dramatic, and little that they said made sense. 

Source one advised that also on the late evening 
of April 3, 1968, Bernard Lee of the SCLC staff lamented 
the fact that the SCLC people, including Dr, King, had 
consistently met with the BOP group but had concluded that 
the BOP group is too impatient in that it wants instant action, 
instant success, and instant accomplishments, coupled with the 
fact that the BOP group does not trust anyone, Lee stated that 
despite this the SCLC group would try to help BOP but added, 

'•We won't be blackmailed by them,” 

Also on the late evening of April 3, 1968, according 
to source one, Hosea Williams, of the SCLC, told John Burrell 
Smith and Charles Cabbage that he and Reverend James Orange 
of the SCLC staff would be willing to continue to talk with: 
them, Williams stating that he and Orange were probably 
better able emotionally to deal with people like Cabbage, 

He did not elaborate. 

Source one also recalled that on the late night of 
April 3, 1968, Reverend James Lawson made the statement, "Thank 
goodness there was a riot in Memphis last week (March 28, 1968) 
because without it we wouldn't have gotten all the outside 
help and attention, such as that furnished by SCLC," Lawson 
added, however, that despite the fact that violence had occurred, 
he could not personally as a minister of the gospel condone 
violence. 


Source one stated that Lawson made another comment, 
"We'll try to get along with BOP. We'll just do the best we 
can," Lawson stated that the Memphis Police Department and 
law enforcement in general needed to take more preventive 
measures in dealing with the problem of Negroes in large 
cities, that it needed better training of its personnel, and 
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that by the sane token, the people preparing for large 
downtown marches had a duty to train and have more and 
better parade marshals to keep the marchers in line. 

Source one stated that Lawson said that he 
hoped that King would be able to go into the Negro 
neighborhoods and talk with the young Negro militants 
and preach nonviolence to them. 

Also according to source one. on the night of 
April 3, 1968, Reverend Williams Smith of the COME group 
tried to get over to Cabbage that he needed to talk 
prevention rather than violence. 

Source one pointed out that Cabbage stated that 
he would never tell COME or SCLC how to prevent violence 
and Cabbage gave every impression in his ambiguous, vague 
statements of being a "dreamer," and stated that he has 
visions of a massive black political movement of an 
undetermined nature in the United States, 

Also source one added that on the late night of 
April 3, 1968, Mrs, Maxine Smith stated that the NAACP would 
lend its support to the April 8, 1968* march but that she 
could not get any satisfaction out of talking with Charles 
Cabbage as he was too militant and too distrustful. 



moving from the Lorraine Hotel and that they would leave 
SCLC responsible for paying the Hotel bill. 


Source one added that considerable dissension 
has arisen between King and his aides and the American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees Union, 
which is representing the striking workers, in that the 
Union wants to bring thousands of people to Memphis in 
the mass march on April 8, 1968, whereas King and his 
group are worried feeling that if these people come to 
Memphis they will spend large amounts- of money, time and 
effort and will be less likely to support his Washington 
Spring Project, scheduled to begin in • Washington on 
April 22,1968. 
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On April 4, 1968, Lieutenant E. H, Ark in, 

Inspect ional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that a confidential source who had furnished the 
Police Department extremely reliable information in the. 
past had reported on April 4, 1968, that the BOP will 
definitely take part and participate in future strategy 
meetings involving the SCL£ and COME, This source further 
told Arkin that Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr,, appeared 
at a noon ministerial meeting at the Centenary Methodist 
Church on April 3, 1968, to give the reasons for being in 
Memphis, stating that his purpose in returning to Memphis 
was to lead a march on April 8, 1968; and he denied that 
he, personally, as well as the sanitation workers, was 
responsible in any manner for the racial trouble that was 
developed during the March 28, 1968, march. King told the 
ministers that the troublemakers are actually to be pitied 
for all they have. ever known is poverty and the economic 
war attendant to living in poverty. He explained the 
'Operation Breadbasket" program and economic boycott program 
of white businesses which was being spearheaded by one of 
his assistants. Reverend Jesse jackson of Chicago, Illinois. 

Lieutenant Arkin *s source also reported that at 
the Lorraine Hotel on April 3, 1968, John Burrell Smith 
and Charles Cabbage, along with other BOP personnel, personally 
met with Dr, King and his staff; and John Burrell Smith kept 
saying to King and his group, "What's more important, 

Memphis or Washington?" In discussing, according to 
Arkin 's source, the temporary injunction issued by Memphis 
United States District Court Judge Bailey on April 3, 1968, 
restricting and preventing any marches for a period of ten 
days, King stated that he would have to consult with his 
staff before deciding whether or not to march in defiance 
of the order and that he at first thought United States 
President Lyndon B, Johnson was responsible for the injunction 
hoping thereby to set a precedent for preventing his f group 
from engaging in the Washington Spring Project, a massive 
influx of poverty stricken people to the Nation's Capital 
beginning on April 22, 1968,. Lieutenant Arkin's source 
further stated that at about 4 p.m, , April 3, 1968, King 
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met with the BOP group and that among those meeting were 
Martin Luther King, Jr,, John Burrell Smith, Charles 
Cabbage, and. one Oree McKenzie, a young Negro male. 

Also at the meeting were Edwina Harrell and a young man 
called Phil, Jesse Jackson, Hosea Williams, and Andrew 
J. Young all of the SCLC staff were also at the meeting. 

At this meeting Cabbage asked for immediate money 
to use by BOP to start a "Liberation School" and a "Black 
Co-op, " at which black culture and black history could be 
taught and through which Black literature could be sold. 

Cabbage indicated that he had a 5-point program 
which he did not pinpoint and that he needed money. He 
at first started talking in terms of two million dollars. 

According to Lieutenant Arkin's source, Martin' 

Luther King, Jr. , told Cabbage that he would use his influence 
in a group of churches recently formed in Detroit and that 
this new church group had set up a program of giving financial 
aid to black militant groups. King stated that this church 
group, not further described, would give money to eight 
different cities and would channel this through Andrew J, 

Young of his staff and that Young could handle the mechanics 
and set up an outline but would have to have a better plan 
and finalized program from Cabbage before pursuing this 
further. King told Cabbage that he would have to re-write 
his plan. Andrew Young stated that hewould help write up 
a plan for BOP, 

In the opinion of Arkin's source. King and his group 
will give money to BOP in order to keep them in line and 
to keep them from following a violent pattern, particularly 
while King and his group are in Memphis, 

King concluded that, regardless, the BOP group would 
definitely have to be recognized by the Negro leadership* 
in Memphis, 

As an aftermath of this meeting, according to. 
Lieutenant Arkin's source, several of the BOP people were 
drinking a highly alcoholic content cough medicine and 
getting drunk on it and that James Phillips, the individual; 
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previously referred to as Phil, got into a highly 
emotional argument with John Burrell Smith and actually 
broke down and cried. This group indicated that they 
obtained something similar to marijuana or some sort 
of intoxicant from a Beale Street character named 
Jiggs, They did not elaborate. 

Lieutenant Arkin added that his source 
commented oh the mass meeting on the night of April 3, 

1968, at which King and Ralph .0,, Abernathy spoke, adding 
that in addition to their speeches that Reverend James 
Morris Lawson^ Jr,, spoke, giving an emotional speech 
concerning the police shooting of a 17-year-old male 
Negro named Larry Payne during the March 28,, 1968, rioting 
and looting in Memphis. Lawson stated that this was 
police brutality at its worst and was a continuation of 
brutality as "we, the black people" have known for a long, 
long time, Lawson stated that neither Mace, snow nor the 
new injunction would stop any future marches. 

Also speaking was Reverend Malcolm Douglas Blackburn, 
pastor of the Clayborn Temple, in which speech he compared 
the Memphis marches with Jericho of Biblical times and stated 
that "We *11 march until the walls of Memphis crumble." 

Later on April 4, 1968, a second source advised 
that Dorothy Cotton of the SCLC staff had left Memphis at 
11:20 a,m., via Eastern Airlines en route to Atlanta, 

Georgia, This source later stated that at 4:30 p,m, , 

April 4, 1968, Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr,, Ralph D, 

Abernathy and Andrew J, Young had made arrangements to 
fly to Atlanta, Georgia, one way, with no return reservations 
being made, to leave Memphis at 7 a,m., April 5, 1968, 
aboard Eastern Airlines Flight 384, due to arrive at 
Atlanta at 9:03 a, m, t EST, 
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At about 6:07 p.ra, , April .4, 1968, Lieutenant 
E, H # Ark in, Memphis Police Department, advised that 
Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr«, had been shot by an unknown 
assailant as he was standing in front of the Lorraine 
Hotel, 406 Mulberry Street, Memphis, Tennessee. 

Later on the evening of April 4, 1968, Captain 
Jewell G. Ray, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department, advised that the Memphis Police Department 
had determined from preliminary investigation that the 
shot which felled Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr # , had been 
fired from an upstairs window at a cheap rooming house 
or "flop" house at 422£ South Main Street, the rear 
windows of which; would overlook an open lot giving a 
direct view to the front of the' Lorraine Hotel, and that 
a ,30 caliber automatic rifle and a cardboard box, a 
blue suitcase and box of ,30 caliber shells had been 
found in the immediate vicinity of the flop house. Captain 
Ray also stated that the assailant, a white male, who 
had registered in the flop house earlier on April 4, 

1968, as one John Willard, giving no address, had allegedly 
fled on foot and was possibly seen Jumping into a white 
Mustang or similar white car. 

On the evening of April 4, 1968, Steve McCall, 
111th Military Intelligence Corps, Third Army, Memphis, 
advised that the Governor of Tennessee, Buford Ellington, 
had ordered the Tennessee National Guard to immediate 
duty in Memphis, Tennessee, and that approximately 3,400 
Guardsmen were en route, all coming from West Tennessee 
Guard units and that two units from Middle Tennessee were 
being flown to Memphis. He stated that the Guard would 
be quartered at Armour Station, a substation of the. Memphis 
Police Department, at the Memphis Fairgrounds, and at the 
Tennessee Air National Guard installation, at the Memphis 
Municipal Airport, 

Later on the night of April 4, 1968, Captain Ray 
and Lieutenant E, H, Arkin and Lieutenant George Feathers, 
all of the Inspectional Bureau of theMemphis Police 
Department^ advised that a curfew had been placed into 
effect; that all restaurants, and public amusement places 
had been* closed; and that sporadic burnings and lootings 
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were taking place, particularly in the Negro areas 
of Memphis, primarily involving liquor stores and sundry 
stores, and that a large fire had been placed at a lumber 
yard off North Second Street, They pointed out that some 
officers had been shot at by unidentified snipers, but 
that as of midnight the situation was reasonably in hand 
although the fire department, in answering some calls, 
had been bombarded by bottles and rocks and in those 
instances where the police could not release sufficient 
personnel to guard them, the fire department called 
its men back and allowed the fires to burn. They 
stated that the only real serious fire that he knew, of 
was the lumber yard fire in North Memphis, 

Lieutenant Arkin stated on April 4, 1968, that 
during the day of April 4, 1968, hearings had been held 
in the Court of Judge Bailey Brown on the part of attorneys 
representing the SCLC and the City of Memphis to determine 
whether or not Judge Brown. should withdraw his temporary 
restraining order on future marches or should modify it. 

As of the close of the Court's business day. Judge Brown 
announced that he would hold in abeyance his decision and 
would give it on the morning of April 5, 1968, 

The information obtained during April 4, 1968, 
was furnished to representatives of the lllth Military 
Intelligence Corps, Third Army, Memphis, Tennessee, 
as well as to representatives. of the Inspectional Bureau, '*W 
Memphis Police Department. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the .FBI. It, is the property of ibhe FBI 
and is loaned to your agency;, it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency, t 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
April 6, 1968 

D! CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-28-2012 


Title ; 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Character : RACIAL MATTERS 


Reference: Memorandum prepared at Memphis, 

Tennessee, dated and captioned 
as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI andfis loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 
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SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MBfPHIS, TENNESSEE 
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00: Memphis 

Re Memphis airtel and LHM dated 4/5/68. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies, 
for WFO 3 copies, for Atlanta 3 copies, and for Detroit 

2 copies of LHM captioned as above and dated 4/6/68. 
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Sources utilized in enclosed LHM are as follows: 


Source one is 
Source two is 
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1 = 1 



LEADS: 

ATLANTA DIVISION (INFO) 

Information copies are being furnished Atlanta 
in view of the interest of that division in MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. , SCLC, and the Washington Spring Project, 

DETROIT DIVISION 

AT DETROIT, MICH. 

Will advise of any information concerning the 
so-called Detroit church group urging "Black Militant 
Groups" as mentioned in enclosed LHM. 
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ME 157-1092 


WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION LlJi I 

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Will search indices re ERNEST SMITH of Washington, 
D. C., connected with the Race and Religion Division of 
Methodist Church, 


MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 

Will follow activities at Memphis and report 
developments. 
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Re: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On April 2, 1968, Lieutenant E. H, Arkin, Inspection*} 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, adyised that ’ 
the funeral of Larry Payne, 17-year-old Negro, recent student 
at Mitchell Road High School, was held without incident at the 
Clayborn Temple, 280 Hernando, Memphis, Tennessee. Arkin 1 
recalled that Payne was the only fatality growing out of the 
March 28, 1968, riot which began in the Beale Street area 
of Memphis during a mass march in support of the sanitation 
workers strike at Memphis, Tennessee, led by Dr Martin' 

Luther King, Jr., President of the Southern Christian Leader^ 
ship Conference (SCLC). Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that 
the Negro community was emotionally concerned because Payne 
had been shot by a Memphis police officer after fleeing frpm 
a Sears Roebuck Store on South Third Street after looting said 
store and taking a television set. 

i" 

Lieutenant Arkin said that about 500 ppoplp attended 
the funeral, despite the fact that Clayborn Temple could sea} 
2500, and that the body was interred immediately after the 
funeral without incident at the New Park Cemetery in South 
Shelby County, Tennessee. - • ^ > 'TBI-Withers-1443 


Lieutenant Arkin stated that another sanitat&oh&iu&w 

workers sympathy march was scheduled for downtown Memp his .. 

on the afternoon of April 2, 1968. 

i 

Also on April 2, 1968, a first source advis^BiftillK l 

it had been reliably determined that Dr. Martin Luther ‘Kin g , Jfyjt , ^ 

along with SCLC aides Ralph D. Abernathy, Bernard Lee K-art fl , 

Andrew J. Young, was due to arrive Memphis, Tennessee, at 
10:15 a.m., April 3, 1968, from Atlanta, Georgia, via Easterp 
A 1y* 1 in fi s 
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sanitation workers strike, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 


Also on April 2, 1968, a second source advised 
that a press conference was held at Clayborn Temple, 280 
Hernando, Memphis, Tennessee, which has been the foca^L 
point of strike support activity in the sanitation strike, 
Memphis, which began February 12, 1968; that Reverend Jes&p 
Jackson of the SCLC "Operation Breadbasket" and Reverend 
Samuel B. Kyles, male Negro, minister at Metropolitan 
Baptist Church, Memphis, and Reverend Edward L # Brown, 
pastor at Mt. Pisgah CME Church of Memphis were the main 
spokesmen for the strike support group; and that these 
three reported that with the influx of SCLC personnel in 
Memphis during the week beginning April 1, 1968, nightly 
mass strike support meetings will be resumed, the first 
to be >at Mason Temple (Church of God in Christ) on Mason 
Street to be held on the night of April 3, 1968, with 
Or, Martin Luther King, Jr., as the featured speaker. 

They stated that a mass march would be held Friday, April S, <- 
1968, to be led by Or. King and that they would definitely 
urge school children to participate since the leaders of * 

the' strike support group felt that the students* experience ( 
in marching with Or, Martin Luther King, Jr,, described by 
as the greatest living American, would be more educational 
than being in school. When asked by representatives of the 
press if King would personally march, Jackson replied that 
King might not march but he refused to elaborate. 

When asked if the SCLC group would violate a 
possible injunction against the march, Jackson replied, 

"The white man has already enjoined the black man to the 
ghetto and the white man doesn't need to validate it by 
sending us a piece of paper.” 

Source two added that Reverend Kyles said that 
the main problem facing Memphis is not militant black youths, 
which seems to be the main fear of the Memphis Police Department 
and white citizenry, but that the main problem is "white racism!" 
He referred to the recent report of the President's Commission 
on Civil Disorders which emphasized that white racism was 
responsible for many of the race riots and racial disturbances 
which had been occurring in the United States, particularly 
in the Summer of 1967. 
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Source two pointed out that all of the Negro 
leaders are now using the term white racism as being 
responsible for the plight of the Negroes in Memphis, 

Tennessee, and that this has a highly emotional appeal, 
in his opinion, to the mass Negroes. 

Source two stated that Reverend Edward L. Brown 
stated that he was in charge of the committee of Memphis 
Negroes aimed at boycotting the two Memphis newspapers, the 
"Commercial Appeal," morning paper, and the 'Tress-Scimitar," 
afternoon paper, both owned by the Scripps-Howard newspaper 
chain, and that the boycott so far has been successful but 
that the committee will send task forces into all areas of iL 
the Negro neighborhoods to insist that under no circumstance!? 
should the Negroes subscribe to or purchase copies of the T 
above two papers. He pointed out that one of the main 
"contentions on the part of the Negroes is the fact that , 
the "Commercial Appeal" continues to print the comic political 
editorial each captioned, "Hambone," which depicts an elderly 
Negro man voicing various philosophical sentiments in what, 
he considers to be "Uncle Tom racist language." He stated* 
also that another contention on the part of the Negroes 
and a bone of dissent is the fact that both papers will identify, 
persons arrested in Memphis by race and that they resent .this. J 

Source two advised that Reverend Kyles talked at ** 
length concerning the mass receipt of Negro complaints v 

throughout the community of what they called Memphis police 
brutality resulting from the March 28, 1968, riot when young 
Negro males began looting and committing acts of vandalism 
in* the Beale Street area of Memphis during the March 28, 1968, 
mass march. 


Source two stated that Reverend Jesse Jackson 
told the newsmen that he was in charge of SCLC "Operation 
Breadbasket" and explained that this would be a form of 
secondary boycott on various large manufacturers and 
distributors of food products. He specifically mentioned 
immediate targets of the "Breadbasket" as being the Coca 
Cola Company, Hartfe Bread Company, Wonder Bread and Sealtest 
Milk* He stated that these firms were discriminatory in 
their hiring practices, were nofcihiring enough Negroes, 
and that the few Negroes they had hired were not in key 
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positions. He stated that the group would send task forces 
into all Negro areas, would contact grocers serving these 
areas and tell them in no uncertain terms that if they did 
not immediately cease selling the above products that they, 
the Negroes, would boycott the stores and not buy anything 
from them. 


Source two pointed out that Jackson said in referring 
to the Negroes, "All we get from Coca Cola is the taste— while 
the whites get all the money." 

Source two added that Kylesy in justifying their 
plan to ask school children to stay out of school on the 
day of the scheduled mass march to be led by King, stated 
that this would be a most educational factor for the children 
and that after all the white community saw fit to have a 
school holiday for such trivial events as the annual Memphis 
Cotton Carnival, which he described as a social event for>the 
white community. 

Source two said that when asked about the possible 
breakdown of law and order by a continued resumption of mass 
marches and possible defiance of any court orders, that 
Reverend Jesse Jackson stated, "We, the Negroes, violate the 
white man's law every day by our mere existence." 

Source two pointed out that a lot of either 
unemployed Negro youths or Negro truants were hanging 
around the press conference and were extremely rude and 
belligerent in their attitudes and that no effort was made 
on the part of the ministers to curb their activities. 

He stated that some of the boys were saying, for example, 
that they ought to come out and burn the Memphis Publishing 
Company, which is the parent body in Menqphis which publishes 
both the "Press~Scimitar" and the "Commercial Appeal." 
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Also on April 2, 1968, Lieutenant Arkin advised 
that Memphis city officials were seriously considering 
the obtaining of a court injunction prohibiting any future 
mass march to be led by Or, Martin Luther King, Jr,, or 
would possibly seek an injunction specifying the conditions 
under which such a march could take place and were also 
considering the resumption of a curfew and of placing 
strike support leaders under a peace and financial responsi- 
bility bond. He pointed out that no definite steps in this 
direction had been taken, as of April 2, 1968. 

Lieutenant Arkin advised that the remainder of the 
Tennessee National Guard, with the exception of one battery, 
that being the regular Memphis group, consisting of 293 
officers and men, has left Memphis. 

He later advised on April 2, 1968, that at approxi-^v. 
mately 3:05 p.m., 60 sanitation workers and sympathizers 
all in an orderly fashion departed Clayborn Temple, marching 
on the sidewalks, carrying placards, and followed their \ 
usual parade march from Clayborn Temple to Beale Street, 
west on Beale to Main Street, and north on Main Street to 
the Memphis City Hall, where they turned around and reversed 1 
their march, terminating at the Temple. ^ 

On April 2, 1968, a third source corroborated the 
fact that the funeral of Larry Payne took place without 
incident and very unemotional sermons were delivered by 
Or. H. Ralph Jackson, head of the Minimum Salary Office of 
the AME Church and who is the overseer for Clayborn Temple, 
and by Reverend B. T, Oumas, pastor of Mt. Parham Church, 
to which Payne and his family belong. 

Source three pointed out that it appears that 
some of the more militant potential troublesome Negro 
element are beginning to move into the strike situation 
and that the source has noted that more and more of this 
type individual is congregating around Clayborn Temple 
and around the AME Minimum Salary Office at 276 Hernando. 
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Source three stated that recently an individual has shown 
up by the name of Theodore Manuel, a male Negro, about 30 
years of age, of medium height, and with medium brown 
skin, who has been challenging various people who show 
up around the Temple, particularly newsmen. He has threatened 
some newsmen and has bragged that while he originally lived 
in Memphis and used to attend Booker T, Washington High School, 
that he has spent ■ some time in recent years in Detroit, 

Michigan, and bragged that he was a participant in the 
Detroit race riot in the Summer of 1967. He further stated 
that he momentarily expects his brother Eugene Manuel to 
join him in Memphis. He has surrounded himself with some 
young troublemakers in Memphis, several of whom have been 
arrested on one or more occasions by the Memphis Police be -4,5 
Department for disorderly conduct and related offenses *> 7 c -4,5 
in connection with the current sanitation strike, such b7D 6 
as John Henry Ferguson. Manuel has a full head of hair 
and has been wearing a gray suit.. He indicated that he came- 
to town shortly prior to the March 28, 1968, disturbance \ s 
in Memphis. 
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On April 2, 1968, the information above which was b?c 4, 
not received from the Memphis Police Department was furnished b7D 6 
to Lieutenant Feathers and Lieutenant E. H, Arkin of the 
Memphis Police Department and to representatives of the 
111th Military Intelligence Corps, Third Army, Memphis, 

Tennessee . 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is 7 loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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(Type in plain text or code l 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
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FROU: 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1092) (P) 


SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RM 

(00: Memphis) 


Re Memphis airtel and LHM dated 4/3/68. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies, for 
Atlanta, WFO and Chicago 3 copies each, and for Detroit 2 
copies of letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above. 

Copies are also being disseminated to V. S f Attorney, 
Memphis, and Secret Service, Memphis, and to regional offices 1 ' 
of Military Intelligence. 

The information set forth in LHM»v as furnished to 
WILLIAM BRAY, 111th Military Intelligence Corps, Third Army, 
Memphis, orally. \ 


3 - Bureau (Encs.ll) (RM) ciassifiB>^teno^ocx_ 

3 - Atlanta (Encs,3)(RM) reason for P 

(1 - SCLC) FCIMJU-iVOk*- 

(1 - MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) bate of rape# for VNj. 

(1 - ’Washington Spring Project) declassification f 

3 - Chicago (Encs.3)(RM) 

(1 - SCLC) . 

(1 - MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) SZmmXZ9 JWL 

(1 - Washington Spring, Project) 

2 - Detroit (Encs.2)(RM) »SiWK h , 

3 - WFO (Encs.3) (RM) ' 

(i - sclc) gts a SZZ^Si 

(1 - MARTIN LUTHER* KING, JR.) 

(1 — Washington Spring Project) All paragraph* are unclassified 

- Memo his 




WHL%mh(l - 157-1092, Sanitation Workers Strike, etc.) \ 

— (22) (ADDITIONAL COPIES LISTED PAGE 2) PnMClNQITI 

0 Approved: Sent , M ' ! 1 

(7t>'~'7o&^4 S in Char ^I-Withers-1450 /?0^ 


l±//e 


mm ton 


All paragraph* axe unclassified 


» ■* T ^ 


■ 



I 




MB 157-1092 

MEMPHIS COPIES CONTINUED: 



157-556, Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban Areas 
100-4105, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR;) 

157-166, SCLC 

170-70 Su b.fME 338-R(GhettoTlg»( U) 

157-1125 ,1 _ I 


157-NEW, 

66-1687 Sun a, dissemination File 


b6 -4 
b7C -4 


Source one lsT 


ZJ 


Source two is \ 


? 


his identity be protected; 

Source three isj 

LEADS: 


(U) 


h6 -2 

V n r _ o 

b7D -1,4 


ATLANTA, WFO AND CHICAGO DIVISIONS (INFORMATION) 

" ~ ’ . 1 1 ■■■■'■■■ ; 1 

Copies are being furnished above divisions 
for information, ins view of their interest J.n the SCLC, 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, , and the Washington Spring Project, 

DETROIT DIVISION 


AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Will search indices and conduct credit and criminal 
checks concerning EUGENE MANUEL and THEODORE MANUEL, JR,, ' 
aka Theodore George Manuel, Jr,, and submit results of thereof 
to Memphis under the caption, "THEODORE MANUEL, JR,, RACIAL MATTERS," 
with one copy for Memphis file 157-1092, entitled “SANITATION 
WORKERS STRIKE, MEMPHIS, TENN., RM.“ 
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Source one is[ 
Source two isf 


be -2, -4 
-b7C -2, -4 
b7D -1,4 


Source three is 


Information in LHM was furnished to Lt, K. H, ARK IN, 
Inspectional Bureau, Memphis Police Department, and to WILLIAM 
BRAY, 111th Military Intelligence, Third Army, Memphis, Tenn, 


LB ADS: 


ATLANTA AND WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISIONS: 

Informational copies being furnished in view of the 
interest of these offices in SCLC, Washington Spring Project, 
and Poor People's Campaign, 


MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS, TENN. 


Will follow and report pertinent developments. 
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SAC <157-100) 


4/17/tB 


BA WHXIAX H. XiAVSXHCS 


oouxsrzL OF woe 


Oa3 /26/$a | I kdvistd that 

JAMS8 L. JBXnBt of the southern duricuu leadership 
Conference <90LC) had returned to Atlanta the previous 
Thursday aad that sou* of tb* youthful followers of 
*ev. HABOLD XXXXBJEBROQg, om of the otriho support 
lsadoxs is coa n octioa with tho Sanitmtioa Workers 
Strike, Heaphis, ftMWHM, who is affiliated with tho 
Ooasuaity oa tho Wove for Bquality <COMX)* aro all 
yeuag people of high school ago, aad sous of thou la 
order to is presa poopls hats tmt the Word Invaders 
oa the bask of their jackets, m stated that sane of 
those are he a rs to be o e a se ot e d with the BOP group 
banded hy CTHIMf X*. CABWIOX aad JOBS WWWKLL WDfB. 
m stated that the followers of SMITH aad Ci WHACK are 
older aad aare aetnre. 


Q We statsd l 

tro poasible trouhiewaker* Mis are sot bases to he b7D _ 4 
h BOP but who have bees arrested ea tee or three 
occasion* is coas e c tios vlth the sanitatioa strike, 
sautiy job* warn nmmm and wmi xmtasb xxxgotf. 

These young snle Megroes bang around tho Claybors 
Teaple, which is tho striks support headquarters. 

Be stated that HB6990W is a high school dropout aad 
appears to have too aueh energy and is sorely loekiag 
for excitesoataad weuafd bo easily Influeaced by west 

anyone. FBI- Withers- 1453 

Be stated that in recent conversation with 
CXAMLB8 L. CABBiQK, CIWMfflT keeps nslag the ter* 

"controlled violeaoe** nod has indicated that he has 
sons contacts nil ever torn. Bn stated that CA1MIAQK 
said his biggest probleu is lack of sessunieatieas 
with people, ns cars, no f inances, aad se weans with 
which to readily save about sad gat is tench with people. 

1 - 157-100 /■ 1LQzl2JLl 

145 M0W -* gssitstios Bar kers Stdke, Baspbis, '£wM2> n .. — r\iK 
1-157*1 I ' 

1-157-1D BZ_- Isvsders =L ^ j 7 w 

1-157-1 I b6 -4 . r *81- MEMPHIS 

r^l7Q-fro-Bub - Hi S3*-*~i&ettol ^ 4 r— f 


J 1-100-4528 - 
W VH.SWP <7t 




DEC LAS SMK ATI Oil AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
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SAC (157-1067) 


5/7/68 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT, (BOP), aka. 


On 5/1/68 


advised SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follows: 


orally 


b7D -4 


Around 4/29/68 BICHARD NEELY of 531 S. 
McLemore, brother of Black Organizing Project (BOP) 
zenber DON NEELY who lives with RICHARD NEELY, coamented 
that DON NEELY is having someu trouble with his draft 
board, ostensibly in Memphis. Someone, possibly BOP leader 
CHARLES L. CABBAGE, has taken up his situation and allegedly 
recently, in late April, 1968, took hi* to Nashville, 
possibly to Southern Student Organizing Coma it tee (SSOC) 
headquarters or some similar anti-draft group. 

Someone in this group put NEELY up in a 
Holiday inn paying all his expenses. He was then allegedly 
taken to Atlanta, Georgia, possibly to SNCC or some 
anti-draft group. RICHARD NEELY added that CHARLES CABBAGE 
has Just returned to Memphis from a trip, allegedly to 
Nashville, New York, New York, and Atlanta, ca. Now both 
CABBAGE and DON NEELY are wearing peace symbols, a circular 
disk with a "I” insignia in the center, looking not unlike a 
swept-back winged plane. 
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On or about 4/25/68 Informant saw 
JOHN BURRELL SMITH and some unidentified "Invaders” 
running off the "Invaders" Mimeograph throwaway, the 
coyer of which showed a Negro shooting a machine gun. 
They used the Mimeograph machine in the Minimum Salary 
Office of the AMB Church located at 276 Hernando, 
Memphis, 


The Director of the office, Dr. H, RALPH 
JACKSON, was out of town at the time. JOHN fi, SMITH 
claimed he had JACKSON ( s permission to print them. 




- 2 - 


FBI-Withers-1455 


"1 


DECLASS! 
FBI AUTO 



.non aut: 

C DEC LAS 


HORITY DERIVED FROM:' 
SIFICATION GUIDE 


DATE 03-09-Z01Z 



SAC (157-1067) 5/13/68 

} ! 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka. 
RU 


Re Photographs of ROSETTA HILLER. 

* 

On 3/12/68 | | furnished two 

photographs of ROSETTA HILLER, Oxer*, U. S.. Civil Rights 
Commission Office, Federal Office Building, Memphis, 
taken in February, 1968. He said she is the type who is a 
gumormonger and one who will give aid and. comfort to the 
black power groups. 

These photographs are retained in the 1A Section 
of 157-1067. 
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/? OPTION Al PO«M NO. 10 

IWJ 1WTION 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


: SAC (157,-1067) 
FROM : SA WILLIAM H. 


DATE: 5/13/68 


SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka. 
RM 


b7D -4 


On 4/16/68 


orally advised 


SAs HOWELL S # LOW® WILLIAM LA WHENCE B follows j 


JAMES ELMORE PHILLIPS, J®., 'LeMoyne College senior 
and Black Organising Project (BOP) leader, checked into 
Room 310 of tb® Lorraine Motel on tb© nigbt ,-of 4/15/68. 

Ke wants to see the 'Southern Christian Leadership, Conference 
(SCLC) staff, particularly tb© mew President,- RALPH ABERNATHY, 
in an effort to get financial support from SCLC for himself 
and for BOP. With PHILLIPS in Room 310, on the night of 
4/15/68, were other BOP leaders, VERBELL BROOKS, CHARLES 
HARRINGTON and CHARLES S. BALLARD, 


Informant has learned that EDW1NA JEANETTA 
HARRELL, 2418 Gentry, MSU student and BOP leader, is no 
longer working in the office of Attorney .JAMES SWEARENGEN, 

322jgBeale Street, and is now working doing secretarial work 
for CORNELIA CRENSHAW, an eccentric Negro woman, former 
Memphis Housing Authority (MHA) Manager of Dixie Homes, a 
bitter political enemy of A. W, WILLIS, JR., and currently^ 
working with Community on -the 'Move for .Equality' (COME)' , . r.U, 

and American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
which is now attempting to organise MHA employees ' and City' 'Hospital 
employees. CRENSHAW stays at the Qffi Minimum Salary .Office. 
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SAC (157-1067) 5/21/68 


SA VILLI AM H. LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), 

aka 

RM 


On 5/8/68 1 

WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follows: 


orally advised SA 


b7D -4 


On 5/7/68 BON NEELY, a Negro wile, who is a sell- 
admitted Black Organizing Project (BOP) member who lives at 
531 E. McL emore with his old er brother, RICHARD NEELY, 
approached I | wanting him to obtain a series 

of photographs of the late MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. at 50$ 
each, thereafter, NEELY and hlsBDP associates will canvass 
all merchants in Negro areas and sell these photographs to 
the merchants for "whatever the traffic will bear,” under 
the theory that if these merchants place the photographs in 
the store windows Negroes will not break the windows or 
loot. It is plainly and simply, according to the informant, 
a "protection racket" and "shakedown." 

Source' is certain NEELY procured the idea from the 
fact that militant Negroes are engaged in the same activity 
in Washington, B. C, 


Source has not heard of the new interracial pres- 
sure movement purportedly being formed by MSU student LAURA 
INGRAM and by EDVARD X. "TED" CARTER, tow boat deckhand 
residing 3710 Northwood, and by Rev. GRANT HARVEY, employee 
of ANB*s minimum salary office, and his assistant, and by 
CARTER’S Negro girlfriend, MURIEL PATTERSON. 

Source said GRANT HARV EY isl J _ , 

Id o — 2 4 

| He is a brilliant typist b7c ~' 2 ' 4 
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and a good speller but unpredictable . Be is a Minister and 
did have an AME church in Kentucky . I I 
iras recalled to Memphis. He works for Dr. H. RALPH JACKSON, 


b6 -2,4 
b7C -2, 


and attractive. She is not from Memphis and spends a lot Of 
time at the minimum salary office. 

Source has learned that American Federation of 
State, County fc Municipal Employees Onion mill now financially , 
subsidize COMB (Community on the Move for Equality), the 
Negro ministerial group, in order to Induce COME to help the 
union organize school board employees, Memphis Housing 
Authority, City Park Commission and City Hospital employees . 

The KA1CP As bitterly opposed to this and is Jealous, feeling 
that in the process it will lose its hold on the Negro 
community. 


Director of AME Minimum Salary Division. He possibly is 
married. He id a big "buddy** of HAROLD A. MIDDLEBROOK and 
a young AME minister, (FNU) LITTLE, possibly FRED LITTLE, 
who li ves with his father. IKE D 1.TTTIJ 5. on Gr eenwood St. 
LITTLE | | 


With regard to TED CARTER *s girlfriend , source 
knows little of her. She is about 24 years of age, thin 
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SAC <157-1067) 


5/23/68 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka* 
RM 


On 3 / 14 / 68 1 I orally advised 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follows; 

Informant saw BOP leader CHARLES L, CABBAGE on 
the night of 3/13/68, CABBAGE had Just returned Iron Atlanta, 
Ga,, claiming he had gone there for advice and guidance. 

Be did not elaborate. Be was with EOWINA HARRELL, BOP 
leader at MSG. 

Be wants to approach Rational Business League 
leader LEONARD SMALL about getting BOP funded and supported. 

V 

CABBAGE tried to call Rev. JAMBS MORRIS LAWSON, JR., 
Negro, Pastor of Centenary Methodist Church, saying he 
resented a statement In the "Commercial Appeal" saying that 
LAWSON controlled the Memphis black community, CABBAGE was 
going to challenge LAWSON In this regard. H is ego led him 
to believe he, CABBAGE, controlled the black community. 


CABBAGE said he is heading a drive to organise 
Negro high school students into the BOP. 

He met a (FNU) MILLER, Negro student, a female 
who Is very attractive, jfrom Southside Hlgp School, He 
got her phone number and quizzed her as to how he could 
organize at Southside High School. 
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It was learned that RDWINA H/RKLL*s mother 
works at the Memphis Area Project (MAP) - South office , 
an anti-poverty agency, under the Memphis War on Poverty 
Committee* She is a secretary there* Her boss is AUTRY 
PARKER* 

A new disk jockey at Radio Station WDIA, JBOB / 

HICKS, just arrived in Memphis from Atlanta. Ga. He met ' V ,■ 

RDWINA and CABBAGE and' in c overset ion seemed to know a lot j y 
of people they know* RDWINA wants to establish contact W 
with him* CABBAGE said that .he has been purposely staying 
in the background, but if necessary he will come out into the 
open, 

| 1 b7D -4 ! 

_ 4 | carried EDWIMA HARRELL and 

CABBAGE to JOHN B. SMITHS apartment at 1644 Hanauer, Apt. 2* 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY E>BeD FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I MTOUID E 
DATE 03-09-Z01Z 


SAC (157-1067) 5/20/68 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) , aka 

RH 


On 5/8/68 1 

SA VILLIAX H. LAWRENCE as follows; 


orally advised 


b7D -4 


On 5/8/68 in vieinity of Clayborn Temple AUE 
Church, where Memphis segment of SCLC sponsored Poor 
People »s Campaign left vis Greyhound buses, JOffif BURRELL 
SMITH, one of the lenders of Memphis Black Power group. 
Black Organising Project (BOP), the umbrella group, of 
which the Invaders is a cell, consented that BOP and 
Invaders is getting a headquarters, namely a store front 
at 342 Beale Btreet, Memphis, which location, until 
4/1/68, was occupied by Chop Busy Restaurant operated by 
Chinese SING JEW, who still lives upstairs at 3-gi Beale. 

It is one door removed from the Harlem House. JOBH B. 
SMITH said it would be used for BOP and Invaders 
headquarters and meeting place. He claimed they would 
publish a Black Power newspaper from this addres s; in 
fact, he said that he had told JOHN HENKf FERGUSON and 
THEODORE HAHUSL and other young BOP and invaders followers, 
who were aboard the SCLC Poor People's March buses en route 
to Washington, D. C. , and which left 5/8/68, to send back 
stories which the BOP could publish. 


I I said the building is owned By b7D 

PAUL ZERRXLLA, who operates the New Daisy Theater around 
320 Beale. The City Directory, 1967 issue, lists WILLIAM 
P, ZER1LLA, manager, New Daisy Theater, residence 1338 
North Parkway, and shows PAUL ZXRXLLA, retired, residence 
1305 North Parkway. 
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With regard to information furnished by 
Police Department source MAX on 3/8/68 that former 
BOP organizer CODY VERNON SMITH was threatening a Mrs. ; 
DRJ3IFUS to g ive financial aid to Black Power or have thej 
town burned, I I said this Is probably 

Mrs < FRED or JED DREIFUS, whose husband or son operates ; 
Dreifus Jewelers. She is very active in inter-racial 
activities, comes to nearly all public inter-racial 
meetings. She has a son of high school age. Both have* 
done a lot of work in support of sanitation workers* 
strike and the sen went with some Negro boys to Atlanta 
on 4/9/68 to attend funeral of MARTIN LUTHER XING, JR. 


i * 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH 


SAC <157-1067) 


6/6/68 


SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) 
RM 


On 5/22/68 | | advised SA LAWRENCE 

that one can no longer distinguish legitimate Black 
■Power advocates, such as the Black Organizing Project (BOP) 
group in Memphis, by the dress of the average Negro male 
or female. He pointed out that until a few months ago, the 
only Negroes who wore tikis, the African symbols, around 
their necks, dark glasses and -Afro natural hairdos would 
usually be legitimate Black Power advocates. He stated that 
during the Spring of 1968 and particularly since the death of > 
MARTIN LUTHER XING JR. , adult, as well as teenage Negro males, 
are as a fad and as a symbol of their so-called black pride 
letting their hair grow long and wearing tikis, also known as 
amulets. He stated this has become a big commercial venture 
now and that many commercial firms are exploiting this so- 
called black pride concept. 

! * „ ! f 

Be stated that only recently one of the large depart- 
ment stores in Memphis, the J. B. Hunter Store, ran a half-page 
ad on African art and tikis and a Negro male by the name of 
(FNU) LANCE has established a small business on N. 2nd St., 
LANCE being an artist and sculpturer by tradeaand training, 
and LANCE is turning out tikis through molds, which he is 
selling for not less than $1.25 each. LANCE is not a Black 
Power advocate but is merely attempting to make money from 
this, and LANCE recently told. Informant that WATSON PALMER 
GUNTER, 1749 Foster, who is also an artist by training, had 
been a ppro ached by LANCE to work with him in this project, 
but GUNTER was too lazy to even make a few dollars. He 
stated GUNTER is living with his father, who is a fine did 
man, and is merely sponging off his father, LANCE stated 
that GUNTER'S wife MAXINE GUNTER, who is a Black Power advo- 
cate along with her husband, was a sincere Black Power advo- 
cate, but she recently left GUNTER and went back to her home 
in Richmond, Virginia, because GUNTER would not work and pro- 
vide her with clothes and other necessities of life. 
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Informant recently saw GUNTER who indicated to him 
that he was not doing anything and talked in vague generali- 
ties about possibly opening an African art studio of some sort 
in Memphis. 

Informant also learned that a Mr. (FNU) JAMES, Pres- 
ident, Klondyke Civic Club, recently saw GUNTER and did not 
realize GUNTER Is one of the BOP leaders in .Memphis and close 
associate of such leaders as JOHN BURRELL SMITH and CHARLES L. 
CABBAGE, that JAMES knew GUNTER as a boy in the Vollintine 
and Klondyke area of Memphis and made the mistake of inviting 
GUNTER to bring some of his associates to the new Klondyke 
Civifc Club house which was recently built. Now JAMES MAs 
learned that GUNTER is a BOP leader and is afraid that GUNTER 
will attempt to use the Klondyke Civic Center for future BOP 
activities. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC (157-1067) DATE: 7/5/68 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) , aka 
RM 


On 6/14/68 


prally advised 


SA's HOWELL S. LOWE and WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE that the 


b7D 


Black Organizing Project people in Memphis, headed by 
CHARLES LAVERNE 'CABBAGE, may go to Washington, D. C., 
6/19/68, to participate in the Poor People's Campaign 
march headed by the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, and are trying to get a ride with RICHARD 
NEELY of 521 East McLemore, who has a yellow Buick and 
whose brother DON is a member of BOP. RICHARD NEELY is . 
on vacation and works for the KB Photo Supply. JOHN B. 
SMITH has recently been driving the green and cream Cougar 
owned by his girlfriend, MARVA CUNNINGHAM. 


-4 


t 

SCLC is trying to get JAMES BEVEL back to Memphis 
to stimulate Interest in the 6/19/68 march. 
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One of the local leaders In the SCLC campaign is 
BISHOP TROTTER , who is no kin to the TROTTER who ran for 
City Council. BISHOP TROTTER is one of two brothers raised 
in the Binghampton section of Memphis. His sister is 
married to a Rev. DREW in Clarksdale, Mississippi, who is 
a member of the Executive Board of SCLC and has been active 
in civil rights activities in Mississippi. Both of the 
TROTTER brothers are particularly close to HERMAN O'NEAL, 
a. football coach at Lester High School who has been actively 
working in behalf of the SCLC campaign. BISHOP TROTTER was 
one of those Negroes who was beaten by the police during ikhe 
3/28/68 race riot. He was one of those people who was in the 
Big M Cafe following the riots. 

BISHOP TROTTER has been going to college some place. 
He is about 23 to 24 years of age, and he has a brother who is 
a minister in either the CME orAME Church. ^ 

BOP member EDWINA JEANETTA HARRELL is not working. 

I 1 

CHARLES L. CABBAGE, head of the BOP, stated that 
he is looking for a lot of money for his organization from , 
three sources, including the Memphis War on Poverty Committee, 
plus two other sources, probably private sources, in th$ form 
of grants . 


CHARLES CABBAGE and his cohort, JOHN B. SMITH, 
think that WASHINGTON BUTLER, a Negro who is head of the 
WOPC, is stalling them and does not want to give them any 
money or support. 

Informant advised that WASHINGTON BUTLER belongs 
to the Monumental Baptist Church, pastored by Rev. S. B. 
KYLES, who is active on behalf of SCLC, and that CABBAGE 
and JOHN B. SMITH indicate that they get more support from 
some of the young white workers in WOPC than they do from 
WASHINGTON BUTLER. 

CABBAGE is busily out trying to recruit members 
into the Invaders and the BOP group. 

West Tennessee Director of the Tennessee Council 
on Human Relations GERALD FAN ION recently got a Job for one 
of the Invaders and BOP troublemakers JOHN HENRY FERGUSON . 
working in behalf of public relations for the Union 
Protective Insurance Company on Mississippi Boulevard headed 
by HAROLD WHALUM, He Just got the Job on or about 6/12/68 
or 6/13/68. 
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On 6/13/68 FERGUSON was with informant when 
they ran into one WARREN LEWIS, a barber with a shop on 
North Thomas Street around 887 Thomas across from the 
Loeb's complex on North Thomas Street, and FERGUSON talked 
to some length with WARREN LEWIS and later told informant 
that WARREN LEWIS has a group in North Memphis known as 
the Black Knights, which is a part of the city-wide BOP 
group, and that CHARLES CABBAGE has also developed a 
cell of BOP, name not known, in the Douglass area of 
Memphis, which would be in northeast Memphis* 

t 

Informant stated that WARREN LEWIS is a clean-cut 
male Negro about 30 years of age, about 5* 10", thin, is an 
active member of the Pentecostal Church of God in Christ, of 
which Bishop J. 0. PATTERSON is the pastor, he being the 
father of J. 0. PATTERSON, JR., member of the Memphis City 
Council. WARREN plays drums for the choir in the 
Pentacostal Church of God in Christ, has always been active 
with young people, has a good public relations image, and 
allegedly lives in North Memphis. 

RICHARD NEELY definitely wants to go to Washington 
on 6/19/68 march and wants to get a car load. He is the 
older brother of DON NEELY. The NEELYs have another brother, 
who is somewhat younger than RICHARD but still older than 
DON, who just returned from the U. S. Army, where he 
allegedly served in Korea. He is a big husky young man 
and it is not known whether he will show any interest in 
the BOP movement. 

JOHN HENRY FERGUSON told informant that be (FERGUSON) 
and HAROLD WHALUM have an appointment to see Chief of Police 
HENRY LUX and Police Director FRANK HOLLOMAN at 10:00 a.m., 
6/14/68, in an effort to set up a community relations program 
with the Memphis Police Department in conjunction with 
JOHN HENRY FERGUSON and the Union Protective Life Insurance 
Company and that GERALD FANION had sold FERGUSON on this 
idea. FANION wants FERGUSON to get experience, and then 
FANION promised to put FERGUSON to work for the West 
Tennessee Chapter of the Tennessee Council on Humaq Relations. 

JOHN B. SMITH and CHARLES CABBAGE are trying to 
get a new apartment, as the apartment at 1644 Hanauer, Apt* 2 J 
of JOHN SMITH is too small. 

Another BOP leader, CHARLES S. BALLARD, Owen 1 
College student, who lives at 1830 Kansas, loafs a lot at 
the Harlem House in the 300 block on Beale Street. 
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Informant has learned reliably that Bishop 
B. JULIAN SMITH, aka Julian B. Smith, head o f the CME 
Church for Arkansas and Tennessee, and who is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Community on the Move 
for Equality (COME) , has told his ministers to be aloof 
and circumspect with regard to the Invaders and BOP as he 
does not trust them. 

With regard to the rumor that BOP member 
CLINTON ROY JAMERSON, former Owen College student, may be 
going to run for City Councilman in Memphis, informant 
stated that there could be some truth to this in that 
JAMERSON's mother is particularly close to Mrs. ALMA 
MORRIS, wife of CHARLEY MORRIS, on Alaska Street, CHARLEY 
MORRIS being an insurance man and unsuccessful ccndidate 
for City Commission In the last election. They are also 
particularly close to Mrs. KATIE SEXTON, wife of a minister, 
and the SEXTONs and MORRISes and Mrs. JAMERSON recently 
formed a JOHN F. KENNEDY Democratic Club in the Klondike 
area of Memphis to compete with the Shelby County Democratic 
Club, which primarily is run by the NAACP, and that this 
group will try to promote a bus to Washington in connection 
with the 6/19/68 march. 

J.O. PATTERSON, JR., also wants a bus to go to 
Washington and will use this for political purposes. 

GERALD FANION stated that he is going to Washington for the 
march. 


Also on 6/18/68 | | advised that the 
SCLC met at the Lorraine M6t41 on Mulberry Street on the 
night of 6/17/68 and (FNU) COTTONREADER, Field Director of 
SCLC in the State of Mississippi, brought about 18 to 20 
young male Negroes with him, ostensibly from one of the two 
Negro colleges in Holly Springs, Mississippi. This group 
will be marshals in the parade in Washington on 6/19/68. The 
group is definitely running short of money and desperately 
needs $1,077 for a bus to take COTTONREADER' s group to 
Washington to leave about 6/18/68* Some of the Negro 
undertakers, along with WALTER LEE BAILEY, operator of the 
Lorraine Motel, have promised them money. COTTONREADER 
stated that his group is prepared to stay in Jail six to 
seven weeks if necessary in connection with some of the 
protest activities of SCLC in Memphis. 

Informant also learned definitely that CHARLES L* 
CABBAGE, RICKARD NEELY, and DON NEELY are going to Washington 
in a yellow convertible, 1966 model Buick, owned by RICHARD 
NEELY and that they want to participate in the 6/19/68 march 
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and then possibly go on to Hew York City to see someone 
there about possible franchises to sell and distribute 
black art in the Memphis, Tennessee, area. 

On behalf of Capt. J. 6. RAY and Lt. E. H. ARK1N 
of the Memphis Police Department, it was indicated to be -2,4 

Irecently that OREE McKENZIE was thought to^be a b7c 2,4 

PD informant. T his w as done to divert attention from b7D “ 4 
the suspicion of | | the PD informant now in existence. 


The SCLC had a festival at the Paradise Club 
around 6/14/68 and the BOP group and Invaders were 
particularly jealous of this as all the BOP wants is 
action and they do not want to do anything constructive. 
HERMAN O'NEAL and some of the other Negro . school teachers 
of Memphis have' been actively trying to< obtain money for 
the SCLC to go to Washington, D. C. , and a recent group of 
strange Negroes has been in Memphis wearing green berets 
or bush-type hats with leopardr>skin bands and also wearing 
green T-shirts, going to various merchants doing business 
with Negro people, attempting to obtain money to support 
buses to Washington, D. C. A local female Negro singer, 
ARLENE SANDERS, aka Andrea, has been with some of these 
people, and she has been particularly with two young 
militant looking men wearing the green hats. Informant 
did not know any further details. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC (157-1067) DATE: 7/9/68 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) , aka 
RM 


Jo7D -4 

H 


On 6/11/68 


advised that he had 


learned that JOHN B. SMITH had been arrested for loitering 
in the vicinity of the Harlem House on Beale Street on the 
night of 6/10/68, that some of the associates of JOHN SMITH 
in the Invaders had come and claimed that he was at the 
Harlem House around 11:00 or 11;3>0 p.m», some police officers 
told JOHN and some others who were loitering in the area to 
break it up and move on, and when JOHN argued with them and 
refused to obey their order, they arrested him and charged 
him with loitering. HURLEY GIBSON, close associate of JOHN, 
contacted informant, was excited and wanted informant to help 
get JOHN out of jail. 


Also, HURLEY obtained the services of CHARLES S. 
BALLARD, another member of the Invaders, and they tried to 
get Dr. H. RALPH JACKSON, Director of the Minimum Salary 
Office of the CME Church, 276 Hernando, and leader in the 
Community on the Move for Equality (COME) group, to make 
bond for JOHN and get him out of jail. 


They could not locate Dr. JACKSON, and informant 
then tried to call Rev. MALCOM D. BLACKBURN, who works with 
JACKSON in the^Minimum Salary Office and is Pastor of the 
Clay born Temple, CME Church, 280 Hernando. be -4 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC (157-1308) 


DATE: 7/26/68 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: COMMUNITY ON THE MOVE FOR EQUALITY (COME) 
RM 


On 6/27/68 I orally advised 

SA’s HOWELL S. LOWE and WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follows: 

(Note information herein furnished to Lt* E. H. 
ARKIN, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police Department, 
7/3/68.) 


1-157-1308- COME 
/£2-17O-70*-Sub - ME 338-R (Ghetto) 

' 1-157-556 - Possible Racial Viol 
1-157-1067 - BOP 

1-100-4528 

1-170-98 - , 

1-170-1104. - 
1—170—1114 - 
1-157-166 - SCLC 
1-157-1312 - Black Kniehts 
1-100- - I ~ 1 

1-157-1092 - Sanitation Workers Strike 
1-157-957 - 
,1-157-1230 • 

1-157-1229 • 

1-170-1024 • 

1-157-1173 • 

1-157-1000 • 

1-157-1019 • 

1-170-1040 • 

1-157-1292 • 

1-157- 

1- 157-1070 « 

2 - 157 -New - 
1-157-1125 ■ 

1-157- -I 

f . 1-66-1687-Sub - Dissemination 
WHL:wp 


Violence, Major Urban Areas 


< 28 > . 


be -2,4 
b7C -2, 
b7D -2 


0-70 


iNOIXEfc 


JUL2U 1968 

V fat — MEMPHIS 


L 


FBI-Withers-1102 



ME 157-1308 ‘ 




COMB had its formal organisational meeting 
Tuesday night, 6/25/68, at First Baptist Church, Beale, 
Pastor Rev. JAMES A. JORDAN. COME leaders H. RALPH JACKSON, 
Director, Minimum Salary, AME Church, and Rev. JAMES MORRIS 
LAWSON, JR., had only a few of their supporters there. 

CHARLES L. CABBAGE, head of Black Organizing 
Project (BOP), had 10 or 12 of his supporters there. Rev. 
JORDAN and CORNELIA CRENSHAW, former Memphis Housing 
Authority employee, were worried that H. RALPH JACKSON 
was misusing the COMB treasury. Rev. JORDAN and CRENSHAW 
became semi-allies of CABBAGE and his group, who wanted to 
turn COME into a "Community Action Group." According to 
CABBAGE, LAWSON and JACKSON immediately saw they were 
outnumbered; they felt CABBAGE and his followers presented 
a threat. CABBAGE said that on 4/15/68 and 6/15/68 COME 
gave BOP $500 on each occasion and that COME has already 
paid out $2,000 in attorney's fees and bonds for BOP 
* people such as JOHN B. SMITH and JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, who 
have been arrested several times in the spring of 1968. 

COME considers this to be an unnecessary drain on the 
treasury. Now CABBAGE, et al, are insisting on an 
additional $500. 

JACKSON and LAWSON tried to postpone the meeting 
a week and wanted to postpone adopting a constitution. 

They tried to adjourn the meeting. One of the Invaders 
was Sergeant at Arms and would not let them out, on 
CABBAGE'S orders. Finally JACKSON threatened to call the 
police and CABBAGE ordered them released. After JACKSON, 
LAWSON, and their supporters left, CABBAGE, et al, resume^ 
the meeting, supported by some dissident COME people, such 
as CRENSHAW. CABBAGE claimed COME has $25,000 in treasury 
and owes all this money to BOP. He said COME gave SCLC 
$1,000 for Resurrection City but will not spend money in 
Memphis . 


CABBAGE said one of his supporters is ALVIN 
KING, male Negro, a former policeman, now associated in 
real estate business with O. W, PICKETT, realtor, Negro, 
and political supporter of former Memphis Mayor WILLIAM B, 
INGRAM. KING is running for State Legislature against 
RUSSELL B. SUGARMON, JR. 

CABBAGE said they elected their own slate of 
COME officers and named Rev. JORDAN as temporary chairman 
and CORNELIA CRENSHAW as temporary secretary. 

t 

He said J. B. TROTTER of Lorraine Street, a 
Firestone employee, came up with a copy of a constitution, 
that they read it and adopted it. 
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| | there will now be a 

big fight lor control oi wsus as JACKSON has the treasury 
and will not give it up. ■. 

; b7D -4 

On 7/3/68 | advised that he 

attended the next Come meeting held on the night of 7/2/68 
also at Beale Street Baptist Church; the turnout was large. 
Rev. JAMES LAWSON and RALPH JACKSON had their followers 
there, including many Sanitation Department and hospital 
workers and members of American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees Union, AFL-CIO, headed by organizer, 
JESSE EPPS, and LEROY CLARK of United Furniture Workers, 
AFL-CIO. This group held a pre-meeting; caucus at Clayborn 
Temple. They came prepared to control the meeting. This 
was an "official call meeting of COME." 

Despite this, BOP, the Invaders, and CRENSHAW 
and Rev. JAMES A. JORDAN tried to retain their temporary 
control of COME, The BOP showed up in mass. Among those 
recognized were CHARLES BALLARD, CHARLES CABBAGE, BEN BERRY, 
JAMES PHILLIPS, ORES MCKENZIE, MELVIN SMITH, JOHN BURRELL 
SMITH, CHARLES HARRINGTON, MURRELL McCULLOUGH, ' EDWINA 
HARRELL, JOHN HENRY FERGUSDN. Rev. L. R. DONSON was temporary 
chairman. He was unable to control the meeting. 

A group of Black Knights, Inc., headed by 
coordinator WARREN LEWIS, and associates ISSAC HAYES, 

ROOSEVELT GREEN, and (FNU) COLLINS, an Army veteran, came 
as observers. 

DONSON could not keep JOHN B. SMITH and CABBAGE 
quiet. They kept yelling obscenities and trying to disrupt 
the meeting. 

Rev. LAWSON set out the agenda. 

The BOP kept trying to invoke parlimentary 
procedure, but finally "threw it to the winds" and became 
disruptive . 

LAWSON tried to explain: 

(1) , Reason for COME 

(2) Reading of the Constitution 
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(3) Explanation of 6/28/68 incomplete meeting and 
attempted take-over by disruptive elements 

(4) A report of Finance Committee showing $19 , 060. 35 
in treasury 

(5) Report of Nominating Committee. 

H, RALPH JACKSON reported that COME had already 
given BOP $2,000 in legal aid and bond money, plus $500 
for furniture. 

CABBAGE tried to elaborate on tho money spent , 
but JESSE EPPS, et al, ’’cut him off,” 

JAMES PHILLIPS kept trying to shout down EPPS, 
who took over chairmanship of the meeting. 

CABBAGE challenged JESSE EPPS' right to be there, 
claiming he was not from Memphis, EPPS claimed he had been 
duly elected as co-chairman of COME in February 1968 when 
it was first formed and that Rev. DONSON was the other 
co-chairman. 

O, W. PICKETT supported CABBAGE and BOP, 

LEROY CLARK tried to shout JOHN B. SMITH and 
PHILLIPS down. 

EPPS finally gave each person interested three 
minutes in which to speak re events of 6/28/68 meeting. 

Rev. H. RALPH JACKSON spoke for the "old line" 
COME group, told of the disruption and Invader harassment 
and intimidation at the 6/28/68 meeting, 

CORNELIA CRENSHAW arose, read a list of all 
present at the 6/28/68 meeting, told how she and BOP had 
a rump meeting and elected Rev. JAMES A. JORDAN as 
chairman. She said they were supported by ALVIN KING, 

Rev. W. L. PORTER, and O, W. PICKETT. 

LAWSON spoke; he said that if COME became a 
permanent organization, it could get $40 , 000, at $1,300 
a month, from some foundation, called Inter-Religious 
Foundation for Community Organization. 
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For a while the Black Knights sat in front. 

Finally ISSAC HAYES got the floor. He said all present 
were acting like little children, that he as vice-chairman 
of Black Knights was invited as a guest and to possibly 
join COME, but was reluctant to do so if COME was to 
continue in this bickering vein* The Black Knights, he 
said, did not want to get into a controversial, 
dissension torn group. 

Also present was a fat male Negro, GEORGE E. 

PIPKIN, a former Memphian, now living in Illinois. He 
said he went to Booker T. Washington High School in I960 
or 1961, now has a Black Nationalist movement in Illinois, 
wore a bright red soft "fez" type cap. He said he was 
temporarily visiting in Memphis with one HERMAN and GERTRUPE 
ROBINSON. He said his local phone number was WH 8-5018. 

He said his "faith" came from Africa, Central Africa. 

(1967 City Directory shows one GEORGE E. PIPKIN, 
wife PAULINE, laborer, IC Railroad, residence 528 East Person, 
and shows HERMAN ROBINSON, wife GERTRUDE, a machine operator 
at Southern Cotton Oil Company, residence 2119 Wabash. 

At one point in the meeting an SCLC representative, 
FRANK MITCHELL, a school teacher, clean cut, light skinned, 
tried to restrain JAMES PHILLIPS, to keep him from 
intimidating the chairman. 

Other Invader or BOB loudmouths were JOHN HENRY 
FERGUSON and BEN BERRY. FERGUSON wore a Black Power shirt. 

JAMES EDWARD SMITH, former CORE worker, now 
organizing city hospital workers for EPPS' union, was there. 

As were CRENSHAW and PICKETT supporter TARLESE MATTHEWS, 
and bar sister, 

H. RALPH JACKSON spoke of any indiscriminate 
dispersal of money to BOP and Invaders. Rev. H. L. STARKS, 
who was there, said Rev. JAMES M. LAWSON, JB., gave up a 
free trip to Czechoslovakia during the sanitation strike, 
moved that COME help finance his forthcoming trip to 
World Council of Churches meeting in Sweden, 

CHARLES S, BALLARD kept trying to get Rev. 

D0NS0N back in as chairman, so he "could use him." 
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A scattering of whites were present, including 
Attorney EDGAR GILLOCK. 

GERALD FAN ION of West Tennessee Chapter, 
Tennessee Council on Human Relations, was there., 


OREE McKENZIE and JOHN B. SMITH and BEN BERRY 
kept yelling that they would physically assault the COME 
ministers if the meeting did not go to suit them. 


elected: 


said the following COME officers were 


"Nominating Committee: 
"J. M. Lawson, Jr. 

"J. B. Trotter 
"William Smith 
"Jarrett Atkins 
"H. Ralph Jackson 
"L. R. Donson 
"L. E. Crittenden 


" PRESIDENTS (Elect 7 only) 
"Rev. L. R. Donson 
"Rev. Jasper W. Williams 
"Rev. H. L. Starks 
"Mrs. Wilkerson 
"Dr. E. W. Reed 
"Mr. Murray Ervin 
"Leroy Clark 

" SECRETARY (Elect 1 only) 
"Mrs. Irma Laws 


"ASSISTANT SECRETARIES (Elect 2) 

"William" ' Smillh" 

"Malcolm D. Blackburn 


"STRATEGY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
"EzeFieT'BelT 

" CENTRAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
"Rev. James Lawson, Jr. 

" ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
"Rev, N. Charles Thomas 
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"FINANCE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
"Rev. H. Ralph Jackson 

"TREASURER 

"Rev. .Gilbert Patterson 

"CENTRAL COMMITTEE :(Elect 21 only at least 10 ministers) 

•'dev. T. C. Lightfoot 

"Mr. J. B. Trotter 

"Mrs. Claudette Mabone 

"Mr. Thomas Nelson 

"Father J. Atkins 

"Mrs. Alma Morris 

"Rev. P. L. Rowe 

"Mrs. Blanche Fanion 

"Mr. Harvey Branch 

"James E. Smith 

"Mrs . Thomas Matthews 

"Rev. S. B. Kyles 

"Rev. Samuel Herring 

"Rev. M. D. Blackburn 

"Mrs. Zola Petty 

"Rev. Edward Brown 

"Mrs. Gertrude Smith 

"Squire Jesse Turner 

"Rev. Eugene Waller 

"Mr. T. O. Jones 

"Attorney Otis Higgs 

"EACH ORGANIZATION THAT REMAINS A PART CAN ELECT A MEMBER 
TO THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE." b7D 4 


I furnished a throw-away issued prior to 
the meeting preceding the 7/2/68 meeting. It reads as. 
follows : 


"COMMUNITY ON THE MOVE FOR EQUALITY 
Memphis, Tennessee 
June 27, 1968 

"Dear Friends: 

"A large number of individuals and organizations who joined 
Community on the Move for Equality. (C.O.M.E.) at the meeting 
held June 25 witnessed a true effort to organize a permanent 
C.O.M.E. with total community management of its affairs. 
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"We continue to invite nil groups and individuals to join 
C.O.M.E. We must keep the unity which brought about the 
Sanitation Workers Victory. Please attend our next meeting: 

"Tuesday Night - July 2, 1968 -8PM 

"First Baptist Church - 379 Beale 

"An Election of Officers will be held in a democratic manner 
with nominations from the floor as all offices of the 
temporary organization of C.O.M.E. are now vacant. 

"The following officers will be elected: 

"Seven (7) Presidents - One (1) Secretary and (2) Assistants - 
Treasurer - Central Committee Chairman - Strategy Committee 
Chairman - Administrative Committee Chairman - Finance 
Committee Chairman and twenty-one (21) Central Committee 
members . 

"C.O.M.E. belongs to the community. Please come and choose 
its leaders. 


"Reverend James A. Jordan, 

Temporary Chairman 

"Cornelia M. Crenshaw, 

Temporary Secretary 

"(Please make the following announcement in all meetings 
prior to Tuesday, July 2, 1968. Thank you.) 

"All Organizations and individuals are invited to join 

"COMMUNITY ON THEMOVE FOR EQUALITY (C.O.M.E.) 

"Please attend our next meeting to be held 
"Tuesday Night - July 2, 1968 -8PM 
"First Baptist Church - 379 Beale Street 
"An election of officers will be held at this meeting 
"WE CAME TOGETHER AND WON VICTORY FOR THE SANITATION WORKERS 
"LET US STAY TOGETHER FOR JUSTICE AND JOBS FOR NEGROES 

"Reverend James A. Jordan, 

Temporary Chairman 

"Cornelia M. Crenshaw, 

Temporary Secretary" 
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ME 338-R furnished a copy of a report of the 
Finance Committee of COME which reads as follows: < 

’•REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
"C. O; M. E. 

’•We have published the name and amount of all contributors. 
"Total Receipts $347,705.03 

• •Paid Out 

’'To the Union for support of workers 
(AFSCME LOCAL 1733) 

"SCLC 

"SCLC 

"SCLC (Cedric Moore) 

"Donation to Persons at 
Resurrection City 

"Tennessee Council Human Relations 
(refund) 

"Donation to Black Organizing Project 

"Attorney Fee for Black Organizing Project 2,110.00 

"MSD - Printing & postage 357.30 

$32B7S4'4708 

"TOTAL RECEIPTS 347,705.03 

"Total Paid Out 328,644.68 

’“Balance TBTBBO'.SF" *>7 d 4 


| I furnished a copy of proposed plan of COME 

which was adopted at the meeting, which reads as follows: 


$321,000.00 

1,000.00 

2,300.00 

426.00 

900.00 

51.38 

500.00 
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PROPOSED PLAN OF ORGANIZATION. FOR , 

COMMUNITY ,ON THE MOVE FOR EQUALITY]' 

. • • • ■ ,,J . 

8df&3 «3vlf j'tf.gira witA .t, 1 ( ; ‘ •• •> , ' •< ' «» * 

fa i')i tel-'' i'ru (Tentative) ^ / . t *, ^ ,& < 

‘ •* ■ ■ ■ * • • /.•••• 

PR EAMBLE „ V| ( 


; 


•soV- 'fi !• - » : i 

seems fitting and' proper that, ; at this time; the ■ 
organizations and individuals ndw working in the 
jh.okr greater Memphis area for the dignity of man, justice, 
j,., and jobs for , blacli people, better living conditions? 
for the poor, quality education for* blacks,* and at ’ 
the same time desire to maintain communication J *■; 
•flora - : ^etwe e n other elements of the co mmunity, , should , \ 
oiI'i1t>4r more fully, manifest their unity in' ah* inclusive ’V,i * • 
^co-operating agencyand thereby combine theii* ■> ■ 
concerns, intere sts functions, f rom'ltime-to-time, ’ 
to focus upon the problems demanding the coporate 
strength of the entire, community., ,r 

i •* t '!’* f s 5 * ’ * * * * 1 , * 

''s * ,■ ’ ’ * ’ 1 1 \ 

• a 1*4 •'» j w*i •; ft,,".*'. -i > jmKS. ' -,'t 1 ’ . 


‘0 


There shall be an organization which shall' be called the Community., 
On The Move For Equality, hereinafter referred to. as ,C. O.gM. E. 

M , i ■! , I , n , -1.. a, * ’ i r f » -« , , * - M, i* ( . * * **' , 


It 1-* at 


ur r i 


* "it 


II. , PURPOSE , 


^ 7* ^ 

,1,* 1 1 *'**i tip f '< <4 * 


The, Community, on, the Move for Equality. shall be anon-profit, 
corporation,. ( the .purpose of which shall be that of: j u .,. t . 

i !;> ; , ; , 

1, Initiating direct action to secure justice -and job's on a 

unified basis for black people living*in the, greater Memphis,. 

J** * i ti t * 1 , % t ' j | i • * * * - f - i ( T ,* r * 


&rCcl«« r"» 

Vf* I - * I ■* i I ■ t < ‘t 


I « 

•> 


* .11} 


2. Developing and maintaining unity in the black community 
;ribr'r,xf‘*rr*’by systematically, r.caching out for , black people through 
. existing organizations and'gr’oups and .bringing the force 

uif n i®£ their combined coirhnitment to bear upon the problems 
ofthe community..,, ,, 'i .) ',v'. ,ts - 


tvnci$v . Organizing black .people and poor people to work toward 
tit b'*<t \ t' t i an. end. to poverty' and. cruelty to these elernents in our- 

.oiij^eq ^society:,.,, ,, , (i , , jv'i"'! 


bets » •• ,in,the area.of housing and living conditions.., 

n ‘,.s ("j’ ,b.. ...Jin the area of economic"' exploitation'-' . - i , 

c. in the area of eliminating police* brutality 

* * ' • V i * .* * > , *:’ » , *• * « « 


n 


* ** * 


4. Supporting unionization of poor people, black people and 
tho v/orking classes through such efforts as: 
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* * * 


a. * Leadership development • ' " 4 ‘ 

b. organization on grass ‘roots -level 1 ■ • *' u " 

c. ■ mobolizing the community for effective supportive roles 

d. raising or causing to, be: raised funds for these ca uses. 

I |> f ^ ^ t 1 1 • } 4 ^ 

5. , Seeking to bring about a new awareness and concern for 
politics through a process of education, in an effort 1 to 
end injustice and build new patterns of urban ’justice. 

, . i : t 1 ,, ■* ■ i \ . i 

V , „ . * 

6V- ■' Encouraging 'participation in and appreciation for black 
•arts, such as literature-, history,” poetry; -music and 
paintihgf.' '** ’ k ,|J ”* ■ ',*»■ , V 

t, f’.'-i.-.-i 1 if't 


i * , *' » <k , 

7. : Zhsisting’ : on;' through effective means, 'quality education 
;for . black' people and a mo,rb ‘representative account of the 
j,. achievements and' contributions of ‘black peoplc'ih this 
* country; by working for:< , ■' . %,ioa 


, at , ■ ■ ;• 


•I'.i.j .1 s' j.Wi >u) 


, , , -a..< equal educational ‘ opportunitie s - ^ ' 1 

b. inclusive textbooks in the educational system 
- ■■■ c. '■ fair 1 i^atmcnt.im the placement of black. teachers 

' ■ . and student c - in .the public schools . >' 

vl&cras'nC * • >- thh-it' •' . • V t. , : '’-•srU' 

.. , ,g.O Maintaining lines of communication between the black 
and white! communities with efforts toward solving the 

' problems pf„pcrcipitus polorization. " ■ 

• ‘ * «,* * V , 1 ‘ .. 

* " * * * i ** . , ! ; f ,( ’ 1 , 1 i . 1 * t ** m l - 

* <, ^9-/ * Fostering end encouraging fellowship and co-operation* 

among the organizations for the’ purpose's ‘set’forth ih ijOJ 


this constitution. 


' i i 


i *• * f k i 1 hm‘< * 

V f i »v s ■ f 


'‘lQ.fi Promoting,’ for the Constituent organizations, * such 
1 , -tco-operative'work as they authorize C. O. M. E. to 

carry on in their behalf. , , 

y.V y-’tr'r ■ )!• ' >''/ ■:>_ ’,'/•■ J-'T' >* ' ^ ‘i «■> 

' l llv ’ r . ’[ l To hear and consider proppsais^frorn’membeV organizations 
( ' r ,Q, ‘ - for cooperation and support from cj. 0.‘'M. E! ; said 
in-s-idti:. proposals' shall be ‘‘considered on their merits 1 and shall be 
, subject to approval or rejection! , •' *’ 


^'12'.'' Establishing tuition-free schools designed to'help children 
f -and young people to understand the' American society and its 
history, and to study the arts and culture of black people, 

13. Assisting in ; the' ( ’developmentiof business ’enterprises and 
co-operative venture's among ’biack'peopl'o^r retailing 

and ’marketing ;purpbses.’ u, ’ M, ' 1 i v " v ‘ ‘ * 3 

' » ‘ * 

* i ■ » 

heu ite 3.'d. ‘io t /•iicsi'/ioi/ui 

4 ** w ' ' ’ ns-.U tfli* sosmaIp ndJ 

.... « - --rtl-Witheft-im 


in. MEMBERSHIP 


, ,1. Organizations which accept the purposes of C. O. M. E. 

as set forth in this Preamble and Constitution, are eligible 
r , to membership in C. O. M. E. as a whole and, in its various 
, 84 ,*!;. .divisional structures: namely, the. Central Policy Board, 
and the various standing-committees. Eligible members 
may include such’ organizations as the. N. A. A. C. P., 
Urban League,, Ministers* 'Alliance and associations, 

* v;; * ' " Civic and Social clubs, fraternities,- sororities, poverty. 


business, labor, political and professional groups. 


* lit 


2. Individuals or groups of; individuals who declare their 
. acceptance of this Preamble and Constitution may become- 

!;,:members of C. O. M. E. , upon their own request, by 
.* x>, ■,•»?/;>> the voice vote of a majority of the member organizations-" 
present .and voting at any regular meeting or called meeting 
of C. O. M. E. ,' when recommended.by any of the member 
-s , n' ^.organizations or any one' ; of the members of the Central 

io . Policy Board; ' . ( .... _ 

* *** *"* Organizations which are now members or individuals who have i 

•’ -> l ‘':f -been named by their constituent agencies to any previous-***-, 

,*• i v. -J; functioning committees ;now named ip'the constitution, upon 
... ‘’‘-their acceptance’of this Preamble and Constitution, provided 
that such action is taken not later than the organizing meeting 
of C. O. M. E. , and .all other organizations and individuals 
» ;,t'< ’ ‘±,u. * , or groups, of individuals who 'desire to unite with us, shall 

, . be 'charter members of C. O. M. E. , , 

* * ■ ' f 

* - - . /• % 

t -m * * *’ 

',4.' Participation of the organizations shall be that of a federation, 

s-i'i but shall maintain attonomy as to their organic identity and 

. ■ . ’C.' 6:' M. E. 1 will not attempt to interfere with the atonomy 
. of any organization with regard to their stated policy, 

- j‘\-: , f ;lb< 1 governance of any existing traditions or mandates. *, 

j 1 t I 

. m 1 * ■ 1 i M 1 * 

5^ C O. M. E. shall not be responsible for debts incurred 
>; ,by member-organizations or. individuals, except those 
, which are specifically ordered or directed.by a resolution 
■ of the Central. Committee .or the ,C... O. M. E. organization 

* f , 4 * * i- * > * t X i * », = 5 f ' F t** ^ * 

. b ( in an 1 official meeting, 

• « , * " . . ,? ' '! % - '■* «’ 

, , * . / * r*-i» * V j ,.»* r f t *•'% * 

, * *v 4 , * i , = « / • 'j, * m '■ 4 

„ * 1 , , ' '• I _*<•** ,■ 4 -i< 

. . ; • , ' . .. ; • 

- * " 1 * I i . * * * •' . 

•j J hs;,r, jo’? .’vj' .0 .T 1 " 

mil's u« h ;*™ \s ; •• ;-i,. v '■ ''0 5:-p:f.o*.o ^ 

, 'i *f * » * 


r v 


* / 


m'-'i 1 • IH ! if 


M 

« ■ 


ft 


SiS* * • 
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TKe functions C.' O. M. E.-' chall include thefollcwir.g:' 

UtzlU','- ^frUircO ? r -* _ 7.* ... s • ^ - 


ft 

* 74. ^ * 


,2V 1 2 * All actions Onduttarancescf P. 0. -M. E. in representation 
of thei co-operating organizations., and .individuals. ‘ , 

.* ii r.rv , U, it,; . .v. ,'v'' ,'r ’.'tr /' ‘ 4 

3, Basic studies in the fields of common interest' to’ the community 

“ :y!; and th!e co-'oper ating or , gani»atiQns. J, * «* ! "• *:>’!*/*; ’ *• 

,0.-:iiiO3eU • n ‘ * 

' v 4, ' The safeguarding for each organization'or gr oupf the fullest 
1 '"' 1 ’ 15 measure of autonomy' consistentwith presenting h united 

^ front and a mutually supporting program.- ‘i , 

•rob. rro -n u f; -< ■. . «.(■ : • ’ 1 ' i . 5 • 

i j $.u £ e sfering 'of united, fellowship planning ‘and action 
among the committees, auxiliaries and other units of 

. ■ C. O. M. E. , 

3 Vt?« orfw a v/. - *. -«■ ■: - 1 ! *' ** 

=W ‘ : 6T 1 The relating of <>; - O.' M.*E. to other/co -operative bodies or 
ncqf/ -‘.uoi 'either' directly or through one. or more-of the divi- 

\ ' .r a ^ s# -..v. v; / V ' .. ^ 

>■ * * 1 ' ,r.' 1 ■'.' l y • 1 

** 4 ** * * * * *i 1 1 r* * 1 

iii General relations- with the’ public -and with government; either 

Jh'in&' < 11 'tiirectly or through one’ or more of - the committees, auxiliaries'- 
or other units. •* *> * *' _ - 


,aoi*«?bfc -Fester ing'and'developmentof. effective 'programs and projects 

" V * 1 ". - in agreement with' the- Preamble and -Purposes -of -this 
Constitution.’ V h' . •'* • ■ ; , 


i f 1 * ' V'i * ** t 1 ** * * i , *■ 


9^' General 1 cohttor of the finances of C* 1 O# E r including the 

preparation and authorization of its annual financial budget* 

« 4 . \ t\ 1 r ^ ; „ * ,»/ f ^ * ;i 

f , , * * - i , ^ * r ^ 

i . 101. The requests'for and acceptance -of, such funds asinaybe 
donated by various benevolent and, philanthropic agencies, 
t \ institutions 'and individuals for the maintenance and promotion 

ofc. o. m. e. . ^ 

FBI-Withers-1114 

V. INCORPORATION 

i 

1. The C. O. M. E. organization shall be incorporated under the 
government of the State of Tennessee, when deemed necessary. 

l \ 

2. Subject to the approval of tho Centra! Committeo, other 

vmtts of C. O. M. -S. m*!v be incorporated vrilfc tho ur de:: otcr, ,:-.ng 






’• 't. r i v , 


7 • V 

v • r: v’ 


'..•■•VI. AUTHORITY" 


ii’,.’*, ,l.':,.The C. O. M. E. organization shallhave. authority 

Jl a ■ ’J' ‘i i ’ ■ V •' ’ 1 , 

\I ■' To- regulate its own proceedings -ini Accordance with 
! '‘iir.'t:-- ; its constitution and charter. ' 

* * ‘ ' ’ , * H ' I I 

p *4 *: 6 i i v t , - * 1 * ' * ’ 

'no il v 1 i' >v : b.!;.To elect the necessary officers, and rnerr.be rs of its 
>’ M staff, • remove rthem for, cause’ and ml vacancies. * 

i 1 , * »' . ( ** 

• j *< -» i » * i , 1 » » i * ; ( ■ 1 * ^ 

' ,‘f i •. c. To, buy, .acquire,, or receive by .gift, /devise, or bequest, 
nr f”?'j ; * r’t.'L .property, ’real, personal and, miked. • 

U hJiV' 1 ••»')’> 1 , 1 

, ;d.„ To hold, sell, and dispose of.property. 

; -V ,j , ' v! 1 ' e.-v. To secure, appropriate, and administer funds for its 

• 1 1 . -work,,, . • . •,/* . „ ■ >. *i 5 ’ /• 

’ i’ w **''" v ' r -i '*« ... .■ ■ 

.-To sue. and: be sued.. 1 „ , ■ ' >' 


<, 'j i\ iVv'i ' 1 g. V To make general by-laws, in harmony Vvith its charter 

r, s.V. e--? '.L? „ ; i , and- constitution. . , ■ , • , ’/ 

: .,U ; .. . ... ' / . {, . ' 

' ' 2. C. O. M. E. shall haye.no authority, or administrative control 

over the member-organizations and affiliates which constitute 
vr? .£. sits' membership. It .shallhave no authority to prescribed 
si 1 r*-.o common, creed,, or .form of government',’ or to limit the 

’j * 'f- ■/;«?,• autonomy of the organizations cooperating in it. 

»f.:‘ 1 - , ' 

j 'u*w.j v • i,,yn. meetings of general, assembly 

f' : .s >■ ;,sii : (; — — 

r E.3,-^ J ;>":i i,,'. ;.There shall be a General Assembly of C. O. M.^ET, made 
* .'>v.v iSv.. '.'V. , up to all members, organizatipns, and individual members. 

J u4 u*i i. * . 'The Assembly, must meet at least quarterly. One of the 
. K'.' , quarterly meetings, shall be the annual, meeting for the 

• t - election of, officers and the adoption of the budget. Any mass 

* \ meeting may be designated by the Central Committee as an 

Assembly meeting. -The Central Committee may call an 
Assembly or ten per cent of the organizations or members 
;u r v r> •',! • -can irequest'a cjill for ; an Assembly. 


* ** ■ * r ». ^ 

* * ■** 


vv, * • 0 \ i ' •}■' 4 , it '■ ■ 

■’ I, v*/. 

*r i f . i ' ,■* -h 


» >»L , i / ! 
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OFFICERS: w 

Presidents - C. O. ■ Mi E. shall have sever, pcesidents 
who are to bo elected for two years ar.d who are to come 
from various segments of the community. At least two 
of the presidents shall be clergymen, at least one shall 
be a woman and at least one shall be a young adult 
(under 25). The president shall preside at Assembly 
meetings and mass meetings.' The presidents shall 
also interpret C. O. M.-.E., ..encourage their, groups, 

• ' faction and accept various other assignments from 

* ■ UV 6. M.'E." In 1968,from per sons shall be elected 

as presidents whose term, shall en.d in 19&9; three *' *- 

1 , shall be elected whose term .shall end in 1970. In 
< ' l^69, ! f6ur < shall be elected whose, terxja shall end in , 

1971. A president can not be re-elected.until after - 
.'i ,■ they have been out of office for two years. 

* “ -Secretary - : The secretary, to be elected by C. O. hi. E. 

shall be responsible for the minutes of the geriferal 
assemblies and for -notifying ‘members of all meetings. 

„ _ A secretary shall be elected for a two-year term. The 

secretary can be re-elected-for another term but can 
r ,i‘. , .serve no more than four consecutive years in office as 
secretary. Two Assistant Secretaries shall be elected 
biennially by C. O. M. E. , upon the nomination of the 

V* 1 Central Committee. 

* - - ** • * * S iv ■ ... * 

■v • Treasurer- The treasurer shall be elected by the 1 
r .General Assembly for two years. A treasurer can be 
*re-eiected foif a ; second- term but can not serve .more 

4 1 * . ( * f # ** \|j ( | ( 

,'thah four conse'cdtive years.without being o.ut of the 
post for at least two-years. , Th® treasurer should be 
' bonded and shall be"- responsible for the Ranking, of all 
' ’ , • money' and the writing of checks. The treasurer should 
l >’ - 1 1 have a monthly written report of income, expenditures'" 

•\ l ’ and balances- for* the ‘Central .Committee and an annual, , 

;■< written report for the General Assembly. All checks 
1 , , 7 ■ shall be signed by 2 of 3 (two of-three) signatories. * 

7 . 1 , An officer may be moved -for cause by a 2/3 vote of the 
■ ' v, ' tody assembled for regular, business. , , * , 

Xr.>. THE' GENERAL ASSEMBLY shall . also elect .a chairman of 
t ^ the following committees: Central, Strategy* Finance and 
V"' 1 Administration. Each chairman to be elected.' for two years., 
A chairman can be re-elected for A second term but can 
not serve in the same post for more that, four years without 
a separation of two years. ^ 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
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SI- 


plus the staff members who shall be ex-o'£icio members 




ees 


' V »< .* 

i « - f *t ^ 

4< ‘ji Jfc ’ *i i * 

■*P 1 * .., 


without a vote, the chairman of all standing commi 
and auxiliaries and the presidents of C. O. M. E. 

Twenty- one members shall be elected at large by the 
General-Assembly, The other members shall specifically 
represent .certain organizations or segments of the community* 
The- organisations to, be represented shall .include the * “ * ** ' 

N. A. A. C. P. , Unity League', Shelby Democratic Club, 

Bluff City Council, Panhellcnic Council, the Masons, ,'and , * 4 '- 
the Black Organizing Project, 9th District Democratic Club/’ ' 

J. C. ’8, W. O. M. E. N. , etc. The Central Committee 
shall meet at least monthly. Its primary responsibility is. . 
to give'overall direction *to C. O. MiiE. It -is responsible 
only ’’to the General Assembly. The Executive Committee ,s ‘‘ 
of Central- Committee shall be elected by the Central C omm ittee *- 


a- « , ." J , • 






* * 


.* ■ STRATEGY COMMITTEE. The Strategy Committee shall 
u, * have, thirty members representing the constituency of~CTO. M. E. 

■ > > The Strategy Committee shall be responsible for carrying out all 
action that C. O. M.E. or the Central Committee sets as targets. 
The. Strategy Committee ' shall be responsible, for demonstrations, 
mass meetings, public relations (during a campaign), negotiations, 
recruitment of demonstrators and workers in .the cause. Members 
of the Strategy Committee should become specialists in direct 
action in other methods for 1 social change.. -The Strategy 
Committee shall coordinate all action programs with the 
auxiliaries. The Strategy Committee is responsible to the 
'Central .Committee. 1 * ■' 

, * * < • i ' 

> FINANCE COMMITTEE. ' The Finance Comipittee shall be •* • ■ 

, i' made up of fifteen members representing the total* constituency 
of C. O. M. E. The Finance Committee shall supervise all 
banking and expenditures and shall plan the raising of money, 

> ’ and see to it ..that the treasurer is bonded and in'cc.. ultation V 
. ! with' the Central. Committee establish thef annual budget. 

The Finance Committee is responsible ip, the Central Committee. 


ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE. The Administration Committee 
shall ’have fifteen members. This committee, shall serve as the 
• , . 1 - ' Personnel Committee and the committee is responsible for the 
j mi ' , office and supplies'. All employees of C.O. M. E. are to be 

if-; ‘i > i “ interviewed by this committee. Their recommendation for 
■ y.\, hiring shall go to the Central Committee for adoption. This 
, ’ si" - , committee shall be responsible to the Central Committee. 

XI. *' . AUXILIARIES. Youth, Ministers' Group, W.O.M.E.N., 

Laymen. .These groups were born of the. movement and are 

• the integral grass-roots parts of C.jO. M. E. They are to be 

- , , ■ ■ '• ' 


u * 
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u t " .‘represented on, all standing committees, 1 Their chair ;av 1 n 
' : :■ shall be members of the Central Committee. They shall 

.’coordinate their activities through’ the Strategy and Central 

■ -Committees^ . • '"v 1 * ... . ’ ■ . 

# ‘ * * t 
* I ' ? * t f « * t * * ' * * W 

XIL STAFF.' ; / . 

‘ r 

~ ’.a. ; An. Executive Secretary, nominated by the Central 
•’ , Committee and confirmed by the General Assembly 

. " " ' '• >. shall be the chief administrative officer of C. O. M. E,-,- 

'i " . t . * responsible for office management and -for carrying 
’ out the unity and purpose of C. 0.'M.E. The salary 
. - . 1 . . of chis.Vtaff person shall be paid by the treasurer from 

v i * ' a sum budgeted for this purpose. - 

- f - *• i • . ‘ 1 < ’ . - _ > ■ , 

b. Director of Action, selected in the same manner as 
’ . ' the Executive Secretary, shall.be the executive officer 

' .for the Strategy Committee, and "responsible for alt" * ■ 

. .. recruitment -for action, under the general supervision 

v 1 s of the Executive Secretary. , ■■ 

*■ * 1 * * f si ’ 1 » 

1 - ' • ' \r, 

' , '•*. .‘. c. ‘‘'Community' Organizer i- ' 

* « * ‘ ^ K . , . 

. 1 * ' ‘ , ’ ’ ' t * * 

XIII. ' ’ 'A nomination committee of 11 members shall be named for 
i the purpose ,of presenting a slate of officers to the annual 

election meeting of C. O.’ M. E. - <• 

’ - * , a ■ 1 t 

XIV. CENTRAL OFFICES 

' ' "V™ 4 

. ■ ' . •' - ■■ ' <’ ‘ 

" -*'■ I, ■ The Central’ Committee may establish or discontinue 

, ‘ * central offices as may be desirable and shall define 

, \‘i' < •' their functions 

■ >, f >■ 

. ,;r > : 2,\ ■ Central offices may include in their organizational 

i • ‘ structures such advisory committees as may be 

. ' determined by the Central Committee. 


XV.' .' AMENDMENTS ; , / . ■' 

•' Amendments to this Constitution, may bo 'proposed at any 

* -■ ■. -regular meeting of the General Assembly or at any regular 
... ■ " . meeting of the Central Committee. ■ Three* mouths' notice, 

in va.fing, of any proposed amendment must be given 

• ’representatives before action is taken. _ CHibjoct to this pro* 
vision, action, may be taken by the CiencraV.Ascembly at its 

*7 , 1 \ ’next Quarterly meeting. A iwb- thirds vote .'of the repre- 
" «, . 1 sentatives present and voting is required for adoption. 
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SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT 
(BOP), aka 
RM 


On 7/25/68 orally advised SA h7r , _ 4 

WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follows: 

BOP leader CHARLES LA VERNE CABBAGE has been confiding 

to | I in the past few days saying he is very much concerned 

about the adverse publicity about his being indicted for failure 
to report for his armed forces induction. He said that his 
attorney, RUSSELL X. THOMPSON, who represented him when he made 
bond, will not represent him further without a financial retainer. 
CABBAGE claims he does not have the money. He badly needs 
legal financial support and he also wants to get an attorney 
for BOP member, DON NEELY, who is AWOL from the Army and who 
wants to legally stay out of the Army. 

DON NEELY is frequenting Beale St. while being AWOL. 

His barber is BENNY MINOR of Johnson's Barber Shop, 333 Beale 
St. MINOR is not in sympathy with DON'S staying out of the 
Army. NEELY also loafs at the Avalon Pool Room, owned by 
HENRY JACKSON, and at ROBERT HENRY'S pool room at 335 Beale St. 

NEELY'S brother, RICHARD L. NEELY, who has been working 
at K-B Photos, aka Fox Photos, North Parkway, has become a 
devoted BOP member and idolizes CHARLES CABBAGE. RICHARD NEELY 
is single and has been talking of quitting his job at K-B and 
working full time for Black Power. He lives with a sister who 


157-1067, BOP 

170-70-Sub, ME 338-R(Ghetto) 
157-556, POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOIFINCE. 
100-4528 J 
25-14636, 

157-1326, 

157-1114, 

157-1187, 

170- NEW, j 

66-1687-Sub, Dissemination 
LF 
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J 


is married and lives at 531 E. McLemore. She works at Loeb's 
laundry, Madison Ave. HERMAN LEE PREWITT of BOP is last known 
to live at 363 Driver, Apt. H, and is a big buddy of DON and 
KCHARD NEELY. 

CABBAGE is wearing a lot of new but cheap clothes 
purchased for him by EDWINA HARRELL, leading female member of 
BOP. 


An employee of the Neighborhood Organising Project 
(NOP), heavily staffed by BOP and financed by Memphis War on 
Poverty Committee, is GEORIDEAN CHRISTIAN, a senior at Tennes- 
see A&I State University, Nashville, where she is an English 
major. She is extremely fat, so fat that the ma les show little 
interest in her, and she is smart and sensible, f 

, I 

She lives at 1492 Ely. 


The above information was furnished orally to Lt. 
E. H. ARKIN, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis PD, on 7/29/68. 
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CFTtONM FORM t*0. 10 
MAY | M 2 B»ITtQN 
GSA GIN. MO, WO. 27 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OUgCUID E 
W10 ,^TE 02-28-2012 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 


8/6/68 


FROM s SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT 
(BOP), aka 
RM 


On 7/18/68 

WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follows: 


orally advised SA 


Informant furnished copies of 8X10 photographs taken 
back in June 1968 of five self-admitted Invaders and Black 
Organizing Project (BOP) leaders for which they willingly 

posed. These photographs are of the following: 

* 

MURRELL MC COLLOUGH 
LARRY LARUE DAVIS 
ARTHUR "DOC" NORWOOD 
VERDE LL BROOKS 
JAMES ELMORE PHILLIPS. 

1 - 157-1067, BOP 

1 - 157-556, POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE, MAJOR URBAN AREAS 
Q>- 170-70-S ub. ME 338-R (Ghetto) 

1 - 157-1061 1 

1 - 157-1000 

1 - 157-1116 

1 - 100-4528 

1 - 157-1114 b6 _ 2 4 

1 - 157-957, b 7c \ 

1 - 157-166, SCLC b 7D - 2,4 

1 - 62-ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union) 

1 - 100-4575,1 

1 - 157-1070, 

1 - 25-14636, 

1 - 151t-1263,| 

1 - 157-955, BLACK POWER INFILTRATION, MEMPHIS WAR ON POVERTY 
, committe: 

1 - 157-1190, POOR PEOPLES' CAMPAIGN ) V/?- 

1 - 66-1687-Sub, Dissemination , — LJL C 4 

WHL * LF SEARCH to IXj/XED -I ‘ 

(20) seriai. Z ew^:d^.^^ 


SEARCH tO INptXED. 

SERlAlIZED^^mt'O ... . 

AUG 7J9$ 

f 81 — MEMPHIS 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DEEDED F: 
FBI AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
.DATE 0Z-Z8-Z01Z 


OrrtONAl FORM NO. 10 
may ma co<v»on 

OSA OEM. RRG. NO. %? 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


(157-1067) 


DATE: 


8/12/68 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: BUCK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), 
aka Invaders 
RM 


INFO RE JOHN H. FERGUSON & INVADERS 


On 8/2/68 1 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as to 


orally advised 


A few days ago Invader and Black Organizing Project 
(BOP) follower and member JOHN HENRY FERGUSON said he had 
just returned to Memphis from New York City. He .indicated 
he will be working for the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, He said the story re the fist fight on 7/30/68 
at the Neighborhood Organizing Project (NOP) field office, 
1310 Florida, operated by Memphis War on Poverty Committee, 
involving an attack by Invader leader JOHN B, SMITH, EMMETT 
HOUSE and MELVIN SMITH, who fought WOPC supervisor GEORGE R. 
HUNT, had been grossly exaggerated. He indicated he had 
been present. (This fight has been reported in a separate 
detailed memo for instant file) 

1 - 157-1067 (BOP) 

y - , 170-70-Sub (MB 338-R Ghetto^ 

1 - 157- I I 

1 - 157 -New I 
1 - 100-4528 
1 - 25-14636 

1 - 157-1070 , _ „ , 

1 - 134-493 ; , 

1 - 134- b/C ~ 1 2 * ' 4 

* hlT) -1 -4 

1 - 134-511 
1 - 157-1114 
1 - 157-1326 

1 - 100-4518 0 * 

1 - 170 - 98 
1 - 157-Dead 

1 - 157-1238 jSLAiv:,^. 

157-953 
134-511 
66-1687' 









ME 157-1067 


"FERGUS©! has recent ly been running with a'lOth grade 
male Negro, Mannassas High student, (FOT) GARNER, son of Negro 

radio announcer ROBERT HONEYMOON" GARNER. 

■ & - r ^ - 

I 

FERGUSON said "I can make more money, running the 
streets than by. being tied down to a regular job." 

INFO RE LEGAL DEFENSE 3* MACHINATIONS OF CHARLES L. 
CABBAGE, HIS INVOLVEMENT WITH PROSTITUTE AND SHOP- 
LIFTER HELEN WASHINGTON 


Source added that during the past week BOP leader 
and founder CHARLES L. CABBAGE, currently under Federal 
indictment for refusal to report for armed forces induction, 
has been desperately trying to raise money through legal 
or illegal means to take a trip to Atlanta, Georgia, and 
New York, New York, to contact "Draft Resistance groups" 
in an effort to try to win acquittal when his case comes up 
in Federal Court. For example, he is milking his girlfriend, 
EDWINA HARRELL, BOP leader and clerk-typist of NOP-WOPC, for 
money. She has recently been living with him out of 
wedlock at Trumpet Motel, South Second Street. She has 
recently moved some of her "light housekeeping goods - 
skillets, coffee pot, etc." to a new location in South 
Shelby County, possibly into home of RICK HENRY TAYLOR, 
an associate of BOP. TAYIX2R was last known to live at 
368 McFarland, in Lakeview Gardens Subdivision. 

Two young Negro reporters for Tri-State Defender, 
Negro paper, namely EDWARD JAMES HARRIS, II, and WHITTIER 
SENGSTACKE, JR,, recently drove EDWINA and her goods to the 
area near TAYLOR'S house. Circumstantially, CABBAGE and 
EDWINA and DON NEELY, BOP member, believed to be AWOL from 
the Army, may be staying together. 

CHARLES CABBAGE has for the past week been 
courting HELEN WASHINGTON, female Negro, de scribed by informant 
as a well known I I currently on 

State parole for shoplifting. CABBAGE told informant he 
hopes to "con" WA SHINGTON into giving him enough money, 
from her I I earnings, to finance his trip and all or 

part of his legal defense. 

Informant furnished two good photographs of HELEN 
WASHINGTON, taken in 1967. He said she is about 5 feet 5 
inches tall, 112 pounds, about 26 years old, attractive, 
hair is medium length. CABBAGE is trying to force her to 
develop a black power "natural hairdo". 
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(She was last arrested is 1968 with one LINDA RUTH 
DAVIS in connection with shoplifting. She is now on State 
parole for shoplifting. She was born 5/12/44, is ferns -1, -2, 4 

Negro, 5*5", 112 lbs.) hie 1, 2 4 


INFO RE DON AND RICHARD NEELY 

Informant added that DON NEELY and RICHARD NEELY, 
both of 531 East McLemore, are still in BOP and close 
followers of CHARLES L. CABBAGE* They are now calling their 
group the "DOWNTOWN ASSOCIATION". It basically consists of 
the two NEELYS, EDWINA HARRELL, HERMAN PREWITT, and REUBEN 
WATTS. 


DON NEELY recently made multiple copies of a one 
page mimeographed sheet in form of: "News Release" dated 
July 12, 1968, referring to this element of BOP as "Downtown 
Association". Informant furnished copies thereof. One 
Xerox copy of same is attached to each copy of this memo. 

DON NEELY is still AWOL from the Army. He still 
frequents the Beale St. haunts of BOP, namely Harlem House, 
Henry's Pool Room, and Avalon Pool Room, and New Daisy 
Theatre. 


w3*. 
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RICHARD SEELY Ms quit Lis Job at KB Photos; still 
drives his late model yellow Buick - it has what appears to 
be two bullet holes in the windshield. 

RICHARD NEELY now claims he can make more money 
hustling. Both DON and he were raised in Beale Street area, 
have a strong affinity for same, and many vice prone contact 
in the area. RICHARD NEELY is a paradox in this regard. He 
worked regularly at KB photos for six years and still attends 
Progressive Baptist Church on Vance Avenue; yet a "Beale 
Street character" who should be in the "know" recently told 
informant that RICHARD NEELY has turned to the pimping of 
at least two Beal© Street prostitutes, for a living. 

Possible corroboration of this is the fact that on the night 
of 8/1/68 informant saw RICHARD NEELY with two female Negroes 
who have reputations as prostitutes and dope , pushers . One 
is a very attractive girl who did work at RCA, always wears 
slacks, and frequents Beale Street; the other is a continuing 
prostitute. She has a sister who dates a male Negro who works 
for PAUL VESCOVO at Paul’s Tailor Shop, 3rd at Beale. 

COMMENTS OF EDWIN CLIFTON SANDERS, III AND 

RICHARD NEELY RE VIOLENCE 

* 

On or about July 28, 1968, EDWIN CLIFTON SANDERS, 
III, Male Negro, native Memphian, currently theological 
student at Weslyhan University in Connecticut and a summer 
interne at Rev. JAMES M, LAWSON'S Centenary Methodist Church, 
was talking with RICHARD NEELY. They both asserted that the 
Black man can only gain his rights and material possessions 
through violence and the engagement in guerilla warfare. 

EDWINA HARRELL'S LETTER FROM PENAL FARM 

A few days prior to 8/2/68 EDWINA HARRELL got 
a letter from a former BOP associate, "CHARLIE MAN", who 
’ used to hang out with EDWINA and CABBAGE at Clayborn 
Temple during Spring 1968 sanitation strike. "CHARLIE 
MAN" is now an inmate in Shelby County Penal Farm. He 
is trying to get EDWINA 's help in getting a release. In 
his letter to her he commented that he was sorry to hear 
that JOHN BURRELL SMITH was breaking away from Invader and 
BOP leadership, not elaborating. CABBAGE who is now 
Jealous of JOHN B. SMITH, showed obvious resentment at 
EDWINA 's exhibiting this letter to some of her acquaintances. 


- 4 - 
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CABBAGE - ATTEMPTING. TO GET MOREY FROM ‘REV. REAL 
OF WARMER TEMPLE 


CABBAGE commented he had recently tried to get 
Rev. NEAL of Warner Tempi®, a Negro minister,, to get him 
financial support for his legal defense. 

■ i 

On 8/1/68 above information was orally furnished to 
Lt. JERRY DAYIS, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee 
Police Department. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
JULY 12, 1968 

We of the gpwntown Association feel that the affairs which engulf us as black people 
have grown under the weight of the misinformed; whether this information cones through 
television, newspaper, bookshelves or the whole news media. And this information, fur- 
thermore, operates generally to reinforce traditional attitudes Fbr or Against. We 
personally say, which attitude has caused us the most pain. So it is necessary that we 
establish between ourselves and those affairs which engulf us as black people be made 
clear, so before we can look forward for meaning in any sense, or area we must first be 
allowed to take a long look back; in looking back and examining our experiences closely, 
we find tremendous demands and real danger for our social situation but, demagogue of the 
black community have had to hide from social fabrics and the guns which is personified 
through the police department which protects this social fabric sicply because we have 
the lack of interest to formulate our personification of protection and affable organisa- 
tional effort to substain ourselves in the community* But, the Downtown Association is 
here to elucidate to the elements which denounce the white power structure for its cas- * 
tigation, and mistreatment of black people and that your role is not a vacarious role 
anymore, for we have established the organization. Downtown Association in NAME which 
will manipulate our positions to a bicameral base in the community for our defense 
against the vhite power structures insurrections, and inflammatory attitudes toward black 
people. We of the Downtown Association would like to merge in merit with other elements 
within our black community; if not in merit then with the assertion of one common problem. 
Our problem is your problem as well, which is the WHITE, MAN. 


L 


f 


? 

1 
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First - Last - Always 
Black is Beautiful U! 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH GUIDE 
DATE 02-28-2Q12 


SAC (157-1067) S/12/68 


SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT <BOP>, aka 

Invaders 

BM 


Inf or oat ion set out hereafter was disseminated to 
Lt. JERRY DAVIS, Intelligence Bureau, Meaphis PP, on 8/2/68* 

Chi 8/2/68 1 | orally advised SA bin 

WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE as follows: 

EDWXXA JEA NE TT E BARBELL, Negro female, legal resi- 
dence 2418 Gentry, leader of the Black St udent*: Association 
(BSA), a cell of Black Organising Project (BOP), and currently 
employed by the predominantly BOP staffed War on Poverty Com- 
mittee Neighborhood Organising Project (NOP), IS busy propa- 
gandizing for Black Poser. 

Tor example, BARBELL is distributing mimeographed 
material. She left some with Informant on or about 7/31/68, 
accompanied by a band-written note reading: "This is something 

X wanted you to take a look at - See if you can belp with these 
petition,** (A xerox of this handwriting specimen of HARRELL is 
retained in the 1A Section of 157-1070.) 

BARBELL had left a mimeographed petition, a xerox 
copy of this being attached to each copy of this memo. 

She also left a BOP sirehpaphed news release dated 
7/10/68 attacking BERT TCRGUSON, manager of radio station WDIA, 
a xerox copy of which is attached ‘to each copy of this memo. 
Ibis was received by him from BARBELL* 


157-556, V OSSmiX RACIAL WIQ 1BNCE, MAJOR URBAN AREAS 
170-70- Su^J_ 


Attachments 3 
1 - 157-1067, BOP 

d>- 

1 - 157-1070 
1 - 157-953, BLACK POWER 
1 - 66-1687-Sub, Dissemination 
WHLlLE 
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Informant also furnished a copy of MOP Bulletin 
dated 7/11/68, which was received by him from HARRELL. A 
copy of this bulletin is attached to each copy of this memo 
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Attention Parents* 

We, the members of the Black Student Association of Memphis 
State University, in conjunction with the Department of Radio 
and Television of Memphis State University, are sponsoring a 
program aimed at providing young people in the Memphis area with 
an avenue to express their creative ideas through the use of 

cameras and filming equipment* ' , ; 

The 1 participants will be transported to Memphis State 
University where they will receive training in the usage of ' 1 

cameras and filming equipment. After the training period they . 

will return to their respective neighborhood where they will 
involve themselves .in still picture,motion picture production* 

If you consent to allowing us to indulge ourselves in 
providing your child with this opportunity, please signify by 
affixing your signature below* 

-**•» 

\ 

NAME OF PROSPECTIVE PARTICIPANT 

ADDRESS ' TELEPHONE ■ 


NAME, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER OF PERSON WE MAY CONTACT IN 
CASE OF AN EMERGENCY. 


AREA 

i * 


Signature -of Parent or Guardian 
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Mr. E. C. Stinbert: 

We, the black taxpaying citizens and students of the Kcnphis- 
Shelby County area are shocked, saddened, and concerned that the 
curricula dealing with History in the School Systen does not men- 
tion the total role of the Negro in America. 

We are shocked because Negroes conprise 1 5 % of the population 
of America today; we are saddened because we are proud of our race' 
and because the toil of our ancestors nade Aaerica what -it is to- 
day; concerned because Aaerica knows and you cast know that we, as 
black people, dp care about our heritage and do want to learn his- 
tory as it really was. We, as a black people, have an identifica- 
tion, our heroes, and villains, our pioneers and inventors. 

Furthermore, we understand that good History books are now 
available that really "Tell it like it is Therefore, w@ tho • 
undersigned taxpayers and students DEMAND that our youth both 
Negro and white be given the opportunity to learn and grow NOW 
knowing the true Negro 'heritage in American History, and through 
the Memphis- Public School Systen. • 


Taxcaver 


Address 


Student 


School 




Black Organizing Project 
Hos mphis, Tennessee 
, July 10, 1963 


The following is a response to Mr. Bert Ferguson and his *£IA Editorial 

"I 

broadcast of May 22, 196S, regarding “Vandalism and Rowdyism" in. city schools. 

Mr. Ferguson whoa practically everyone in Her/his knows... by name, contends 
that steps must be taken to stop misguided youths from their own mistakes. If by 
mistakes, Mr. Ferguson, you mean that black children are reacting without a cause 
sad unjustly to nearly 1*00 years of maltreatment and substandard indignities.! ,r ’ ' 

i i , l w * 

i , . < *.*- 

’ * 1 I f Tf »*■ 

posed by a racist society that has condoned such practices, you are indeed ■right... 
They sre misguided — away from the ridiculous brainwashing and orientation of the 
white power structure that yc$i have tried to administer as an eternal life sentence, 


To say that vandalism at 2.2 city schools is directly attributed to the leader- 
ship of elements of the Invaders is as absurb a statenent'as- having -a^. condemned— 

* 4 

man on death row to believe that everything will be til right. But then, we have 
been on death row for 300 years, haven* t we Mr. Ferguson? You still have us to 
believe that everything will be alright. 


Maybe so, but only when the Negro in Memphis, and America as well, makes 

. • * 

everything alright for himself, and not rely on the promises of “Mr. Charlie". 


After all, "Mr. Charlie" promised the American Indian .... didn't he? 

"IvDIA believes it is nonsense to say children are worried about the Viet-Nan War. " 
It is nonsense Mr. Ferguson, for Negro children to lose brothers and fathers and 


relatives in an illegal war that has no moral merit a nd be worried? Well, we don't 
think so. After all, this same city expects a. Negro .to dodge bullets and give his 
life in Viet Nam and other far away pbwder kegs and, at the sa.^e time deny, .the 


same man the opportunity of his tiiite counterpart to provide decent housing for 
his family. ' 1 ■' '>Bi-Withers-1483 


Page- -2 


jTo>i s<~y you are old— £asni once enough to believe schools should bo run by the 
* | * 

■teachers. Well, we are Rodern enough to believe the black cornunity should have 

* 1 i 1 i 

a say-so in how they are run. You say that "the opportunities for the Negro stu- 
dent who prepares hiaself are limitless". Are they Mr. Ferguson? How many black 
nen end women are there in this country that did prepare themselves for the Masters 

I 

and PH Degrees they possess, but yet are denied the chance of. channeling then into 
an outlet of educational and rsotivat J onal streams of which they aae so capable? 

4 

You further state that things for the Negro are changing. They should have changed 
a long tins ago . 

You have always made sure that the Negro knew all about your history, but 
what about our history that in the words of Bill Cosby has become "Lost, strayed 
or stolen". Your editorial of Saturday stated that "if the Invaders want to talk 
about history, let then turn to the pages concerning anarchy. It has never won any 
permanent victories". Anarchy, fir. Ferguson, has always been conceived and c orr.ru. - 
-tsd^by thg^Anerican ^white-sa* Anarchy is not part of the black nan's heritage. 

Tine after tine Hr. Ferguson, *' 0U state that "«.i)IA belit/es..". Kayoe jvDIA does 
believe, but when did WDIA become the pulse of the black populace? And why, Mr, 
Ferguson do you seen to nave the right to appoint yourself the self acclained 
chars! on of the black nan? You've always been free, vfe’-ehm -ao longer- be sheep 

defending your right to eat us. 

' '4 I , 

And finally, Mr. Ferguson, Rake no mistake that first, last and always 
"Black is Beautiful". 


— The Black Organizing 'Project 
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NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZING PROJECT 
1217 Thomas Street 
525-!£U6 “ 

JUly 11, 1968 

Despite the fact that the Neighborhood Organizing Project (N. 0. ?. ) 
has only '$20,000 for operating expenses, it has made soma significant 
gains in the way of helping poverty stricken people of Memphis. Sven 
though the prograta was late getting started, it is moving along at a 
rapid ‘ pace. The only office that has been established as of this date is 
the one in North Memphis which is located at 1217 Thomas. This office is 
currently carrying.' out 'three programs designed to help poverty stricken 


people. 

The first program is' called Operation Shoes, It is designed to get 
shoes for poor, needy children whose parents cannot afford to buy them 
any shoes. The field workers are going around to all the shoe stores 
asking the owners to donate shoes to the project to give to the needy children 

The second program is called Operation Clothing. Basically it works 
in the same manner as Operation Shoes. The field workers will be going 
around asking owners of large departments stores to donate clothing to the 
poverty stricken people of the ghetto. 

The third program is called Operation Culture. This -program is 
designed to acquaint young black children and adults with their heritage 
and culture. There will be quest speakers brought in to talk to the 
children Black heroes, famous Black scientist, famous Black athletes. 


etc. This phase of the program will allow black people to relate to them- 
selves and their race with PRIDE. FBI-Withers-1485 

This program, which was patterned after the Community Unification 
Program of the Black Organizing Project, (B . 0. P. ),will allow the people 


of tho Black community to familiarize themselves with their problems 


S* i 


tlm to «lv\* seme of t'u: 




- 3 


Black community. Before a sustained effort to eliminate the problems of 

\ * 

the Black community can'ce made, one must know 'the problem. This is one of 
the major aims of the N.O.P. If the two sides, black end white, can work 
together to alleviate the prejudices, racism, and hatred that have : • isted 
between them for so many years then America- could truly be called -the laid 
of the free and the home of the brave. 

The N.O.P. is going to do -all it can to 'try to solve the many problems 
that exist between the -'taro races. The solving of these problems can't be 

i 

done by the people of the N.O.P. alone but they must be solved by the 
two races working together on a man to man basis. The white community 
has oftenasked what can it do to help solve some of the problems that 
exist. There are a number of things that the white community can do to 
help alleviate the problems that this c ountry .faces. The white community 
is in diape financially and materially to help, but it must first become 
willing to help the situation. 

There- ere also some things that -the Black community can 'do to help 
itself. -Black people must began to. relate to the white man and nis fellow 
Black man if any of the problems are to be solved at all. The Black 
man must began to help himself. With some financial and material help 
from the white community and self-help from the Black community the 
problem and tension exist between then could be eased. 
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FROM : 
SUBJECT; 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 8/26/68 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka 
Invaders 


b7D -4 

On 8/15/68 I I orally advised 

SA WILLIAM H , LAWRENCE as follows: , 

The notorious Memphis pickpocket LANCE WATSON, 
aka "Willie Wine,*? ’’Sweet Willie. Wine," who in the past 
has been with the ’Invaders cell of BOP, and who for the 
past three months has been in Washington, D. C., with the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) , is bpek 
in Memphis. He has had publicity photos made and is 
having a poster made advertising a Black United Front 
rally to be held at Clay born Temple, AME Church, 280 Hernando, 

8:00 p.m., Monday, 8/19/68. 


1-157-1067 - BOP 

1-157-556 - Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban Areas 
dPL70-70-Sub - ME 338-R '(Ghetto) 

1-157-166 - SCLC 
1-157-1312 - Black Knights 
1-157-1258 - 
1-157-1277 T 
1-157-957 -[ 

1-157-1070 - 
1-100-4528 - 
1-25-14636 - 
1-100-4575 -, 

1-134-511 - 
1-157- 
1-157 -Dead 
1-157-Dead 
1-170-1024 
1-157-1116 
1-157-1019 
1-157-1173 
1-157-1114 
1-157-1326 
1-170- 





b€ -2 , 
b7C - 2 , 
b7D -1 


h7D 




1-66-1687-Sub - Dissemination 
WHL:wp 
(24) „ 
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^ DECLASSIFICATION AUftlQRIT^ 
Jy ' FBI AUTOMAT IC*T>*EC LAS SIFICA 


ON, GUIDE 


DATE 03-05-2012 

CFUCNAV MO. to 
MAY If*: CO'TtOh. 

OSA OEM. HO. MO. a? 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DATE: 


8/26/68 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) , 
aka- 
RM 

ME FILE 157-1067 

BLACK KNIGHTS INC. 

, RM 

ME FILS 157-1312 

On 8/21/68 Lt. E. H. ARKIN, Intelligence Bureau, 
Memphis, Tenn., PD, furnished SA I«A WHENCE copies of the' 
.following PD communications, one copy each of which is 
attached to each copy of this memorandum: „ 

J20'?oA 


Attachments 7 *i 

1 - 167-1067, BOP 
1 - 157-1312, BK 

1 - 157-556, POSSIBLE RACIAL VIOLENCE , | 

MAJOR URBAN AREAS 

1 - 157-1168, RACIAL SITUATION, TENNESSEE 
1 - 157-957, I ZZI2 

1 - 157-1000 n 1 - 170-1040, 


AUG 291968 

fSl — MEMPHIS 


1 - 157-1275, 

1 - 157-1361, 

1 - 157-1359, 

1 - 157-1384, 

1 - 157-1351, 

1 - .157-1292, 

1 - 157-1061, 

1 - 157-1399, 

1 - 170-1024, 

1 - 157-1277, 

1 - 100-4593, 

i * 100-4711 ,r 

1 - 157-927 . r I 

1 - 100-3481, TENNESSEE COUNCIL ON 
HUMAN RELATIONS < 

1 - 6 6- 1687-Sub, Dissemination 
1 - 157-953, BLACK POWER INFILTRA- 
TION, NOP & WOPC 
WHL:LF a 

(S8 > Ms 
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1 - 170 -1040-Su 
1 - 157 H ~ 

1 - 157-1242, 

1 - 157-1349, 

1 - 157-1125, 

1 - 170-1034, 

1 - 170-866 , LZ 
1 - 157-1019, 

1 - 157-1258, 

1 - 157-1181. 



1 - 157-1362, 

IJL- 100-662, NAACP 
C1J - 170-70-Sub, ME 338-R (GHETTO) 
1 - 100-4528 J I 



ME 157-1067 
ME 157-1312 


1) PD memo dated 8/21/68 from Lt. O. B. HOLCOMB, Intel 
ligence Unit, setting forth results of his 8/21/68 
contact with PD undercover agent, code name "MAX," 
regarding "Activities of Invaders 8/20/68 at the 
City Hall City Council meeting" 

2) PD memo dated 8/20/68 regarding observations of Lt. 
ARKIN at the 8/20/68 City Council meeting concer- 
ning the Turnkey Housing Project 


3) Two news clippings from The Commercial Appeal , Memphis 

newspaper, 8/21/68 issue, regarding the Council meet- 
ing and one clipping from Memphis Press-Scimitar edition 
of 8/20/68. “ ~ 

4) PD Memo of Patrolman W. B. RICHMOND, Intelligence 
Unit, regarding 8/20/68 activities at City Hall during 
the Turnkey Housing Project hearings concerning 
placing public housing in the FTayser area of Memphis. 


I t twill be noted' th atitorior to»the ICouncil meeting 


on 8/20/68,| | advised that if City Council 

rejected Turnxey Housing tnen the Tennessee Council on Human 
Relations led by Vest Tennessee Field Director GERA ID FANION 
and supported by black powerites, the Black Knights Inc., 
the Invaders, Black Organizing Project (BOP) and the Neighbor- 
hood Organizing Project (NOP) funded by OEO and Var on Poverty 
Committee (WOPC), would march on the Shelby County jail where 
prisoner JAMES EARL RAY is incarcerated while being held on 
charges of the 4/4/68 assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
The basis for their march is that in Shelby County jail the 
authorities could provide air conditioned luxury for a .white 
prisoner who killed KING but would not provide housing for 
the poor. 


b7D 


It will be recalled , that on 8/19/68 GERAID FANION 1 
called the writer and said the Tennessee Council on Human Rela- b7D _ 4 
tions would go to City Hall to support Turnkey Housing and that 
"he hoped the Invaders, et al, would not come." It is apparent 
that FANION was being untruthful, for on 8/21/68| | 

advised the writer that Invader JOHN HENRY FERGUSON told infor,- , , 
mant that FANION solicited FERGUSON to get all of the Invaders 

2 
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ME 157-1067 
ME 157-1312 




and BOP to City Hall the afternoon of 8/20/68 to support the 
Turnkey Bousing Project and that FAN10N brought the signs for 
, impotent ial pickets and supervised the black protest. 

|___^ gave the writer a. copy of a press 

release distributed by FANION early on 8/20/68, a xerox copy 
of which is attached to each copy of this mejo. hiu -2, -4 

■ O n the night of 8/20/68 and again on 8/22/68 1 I 

I I advised that the Black Nights had not received any 

advance notice, and that on the early afternoon of 8/20/68 
GERAID FANION contacted BK Coordinator WARREN LEWIS and Mrs. 

WARREN LEWIS and invited them to participate in the City Hall 
protest. Informant advised that later on the afternoon of 
8/20/68 WARREN LEWIS, his wife, ROOSEVELT GREEN, RAYMOND TAYLOR, 
Firestone employee MARION COLLINS, a female Negro whose name 
is not known, and two male Negroes, employees of the RCA plant, 
went to City Hail. 

Informant identified m any of the Invaders who were 
identified herein before, as did I 1 

made available numerous photographs taken of the group, including 
photographs of- SHADA and his girlfriend, LANCE BALLARD and his 
girlfriend, JOYCE MC INT0SH, IDA BALLARD, CHARLES BALLARD, 

EDWIN CLIFTON SANDERS, GERAID FANION, MAXINE SMITH, WARREN 
IEWIS, Mrs. WARREN LEWIS, RAYMOND TAYLOR, ROOSEVELT GREEN, , 7r , 

the two RCA Black Nights, the female Negro Black Knight, 

GEORIDE AN -CHRISTIAN, three or four unknown Invaders, MARION 
COLLINS, JOHN HENRY FERGUSON,JOHN B. SMITH, ERIC LARD HOLMAN, 
a person believed to be MILTON HACK, CORNELIA CRENSHAW, EDWARD 
M. "TED" CARTER, VERDELL BROOKS and EDWARD CLIFTON SANDERS III. 


| |said SANDERS, who married the daughter of 

Negro society doctor Dr. BYAS, and who -attends Weslpyan College 
in Connecticut, is a protege of Rev. JAMES M. LAWSON JR. 

SANDERS makes revolutionary statements and says blacks will 
have to go to physical with Whites. It is inevitable. He is 
an intellectual and was giving a lot of advice to the Invader 
faction on 8/20/68. 


| | said there were no plans to engage in any 

violence, but FANION did want to march around the County jail if 
the Turnkey Housing Project was rejected. 

P 
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ME 157-1067 
ME 157-1312 


On 8/21/68 Lt. ARKIN advised the City Council deferred 
its vote until Tuesday, 8/27/68, and that it is anticipated 
that additional protests will take place on that date. 
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TO: 

Inspector 

FBI-Withers-1120 


InsgectionaA guregu 

SUBJECT: 


FROM: 

Ptln. 

E2Sx intelligence Section 

b6 -5 
b 7 C - 5 
b7D -6 


DATS: 

August 21, 1963 
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T0; Inspector 
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hfi -s 

Ins pec Home bureau. 
FROM: Li 

SUBJECT: 

b7C -5 . 
b7D -6‘ 

lr 

Intelligence Section. 
DATE: August 21, 19SS. 
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MEMPHIS OFFICE 
TENNESSEE COUNCIL ON HUMAN KEIATIONS 
280 Hernando Street 

' * 

Memphis, Tennessee 

N * 

* 

FOR; City Council 

****** GowM A * Fanion: Deputy Director Tennessee Council On Human f Relations 
DATS: August 20, I 968 

* 

xne Tennessee Council On Human Relations calls on the City Council to novo 
with the tines. The only vay we can prove the Tine Magazine articles wrong is to 
set. Nashville and -Atlanta are way ahead of Memphis in .Public Housing. How long 
do we think we can hide out from reality? Do We honestly feel that We can expect 
funds from the Federal Government when we do not accept Their reasonable terms? 

In 1968 in America, in Menphis, wo can no longer think and plan in terns of Idly 
White Neighborhoods. It. is possible to run a nation or a city in terms of 1st 
and 2nd class citizens. Last fall, every one of the members of city council took 
a guided tour of the Ghetto areas and wore appalled at that they saw in degradation 

and poverty. And so wo cry out that these slums be eradicated. But there can the 

citizens of Memphis, tho live in these slums. Move? There is no place unless 
Memphis moves to provide it. We speak of IAW AND ORDER, but can we deny that it is 
a crime aganist oUr citizens that no Public Housing has been, built in Memphis since 
I960? Can we honestly say we are serving all our citizens and meeting the needs of 
all? The voice of the Council must be heard now in a decisive vote against racism. 
A vote for the Frayser Turnkey Project is a vote against racism and for reality. 

A vote for the Project will mean we can move ahead with this and- other Federal Aided 
Programs. The Tennessee Council calls on the City Council to vote for tho Fraysor 
Iwnkey Project and prove the Tine Magazine Articles wrong* , 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC D I CLASSIFICATION! GUIDE 
DATE 03-05-2012 


SAC (157-1067) S/12/68 

SA WILLIAM H.< IAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING HtOJECT (BOP) 
aka Invaders 
RM 


On 8/23/68 f I f urn is had photos of a 

group of Invaders taken at City Ball, 8/20/68 when they 
sere ther e to dem and the City Council pass the turnkey housing 

project. | | noted that one of those in photo, looking 

"monkey like" and searing a tan shirt with writing on it 
including Invaders, was a mean sullen lad, full of hate. 

On 8/28/68 1 I advised that this lad ted attended 

the Black Whited Front (BUF) Meeting sponsored by Invaders h7 
at Claybdrn Temple, 8/19/68, and the following Monday 
night, 8/26/68. He is staying at Lorraine Motel, did 
sing with the Southern Christian Leadership Choir. WALTER 
"BILL" BALLET, owner at Lorraine, feels sor ry for h im and 
lets him stay in old section of the hotel, r I has 
since talked to tha_lad; learned that his name is (FNU) 

TATE. TATE told I I he bates all whites; will do anything 
to get even with them as both his parents were killed 
during the spring 1968 ra ce riots in Memphis; that he has 
nothing to lose. I I said the lad claimed to have been 
raised in North Mississippi or South Shelby County, Tran., 
possibly attended school in vicinity of Caplevllle. 


On 9/3/68 this info was discussed with Lt. E. H. 
ARK IN. A photo has been furnished to ARK IN. ARKIN, of 
Intelligence Bureau, Memphis PD, checked records finding 
that male Negro EILIS TATE, DOB 12/24/19, residing 86 E. 
Utah, was shot by PD officers in act of looting a liquor 
store night of 4/4/68 following assassination of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING, and died 4/6/68; that his wife died a few days 
later of natural causes. 


1 - 157-1067 

- 170-70 Sub (ME 338-R Ghetto) 

- 157-556 (FOSSIBUS RACIAL VIOLENCE MAJOR URBAN AREAS) 

2 - 157-New 




b6 -4 
b7C -4 
b7D 


WHL/acp 
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ME 157-1067 


On 9/5/68 1 I said he bad bean unable to b 

further identify (FNU) TATE? that TATE is not a regular b 

associate of Invaders but is the type who is almost 1 

paranoid; is so ?ull of hate and distrust that he could 
lexically be used by Invaders to commit illegal acts such as 
sniping or fire bombing • 



- 2 - 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-0 5-2012 


SAC <157-1067) 


9/13/68 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT, aka 

Invaders 

BM 


On 9/5/68 

WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE' as follows: 


orally advised BA 


b7D 


On 9/4/68 JOT WINSTON, shite female, of Mew 
Orleans, Louisiana, a staff writer for "Southern Patriot," 
official publication of the Southern Conference Educational 
fund, Inc. <8CE7), described by informant as a communist 
front headed by CARL and ANNE BRADEN of Louisville, 
.Kentucky, cum by bus to Menphis from JNew Orleans . She 
spent the night of 9/4/68 with Attorney and Mrs. MARTIN 
RATMER of the law firm of MARTIN RATNER, BUS8ELL B. 
SUGARMOtf, JR., ARCHIE W. WILLIS, JR., and LEWIS LUCAS, 
Commerce Title Building. 


She was seeking photographs of the recent 
8/14-17/68 annual Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) convention, held in Memphis. She specifically 
sought out interviews with Invaders, the militant cell 
of Black Organizing Project (BOP), and wae taken to the 
Joint Invaders and Neighborhood Organizing Project (MOP) 
Yield Office, 1310 Florida. 

There, on 9/4/68, she interviewed NOP Field 
Coordinator WILLIE "SCOOP" SOGERS and NOP Volunteer 
JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, both of whom are leading Invaders. 

She discussed with them the 8/10/68 controversy of 


1-157-1067 be 4 

/l**170-70-Sub - MS 338 -R (Ghetto) b7c 4 

1-157-550 - Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban Areas 
1-100-92 - SCEF 

1-157-953 - Black Power Infiltrati on of WOPC k NOP 

pePo-%4--V 


b7D 


1-157-1349 - 
1-100-4528 - 
1-157-1125 - 
WHL:wp 
( 8 ) - 
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OenOHM FORM NO. to 5010-14* 

MAY If *2 fWYtON 
OSA OEM. teo. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 9/18/68 


from . SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


* SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) , aka 

Invaders 
RM 


Re* Firebotabings by Invaders, Night of 
9/10/68; BUF Meeting 9/10/68 


^ - 


1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 — 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
2 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

<£>- 

WHL: 

(32) 


157-1067 (BOP) 

157-556 (Possible Racial violence, 
157-1423 fRlank ITnifrari F ront) 
157-957 I I 

157-1351 
157-1019 
170-1024 
157-1116 
157-1277 
157-1258 
157-1263 
157-1181 
157-1349 
157-1125 
157-1230 
157-1372 
157-1418 
157-1312 
100-4528 
25-14636 
157-1173 
157-1275 
157-NBW 
157-1341 
157- 
157-1133 
170-1145 
170-1040 
157-1018 
170-61 

170-70 /Sub (ME 338-R (Ghetto) 
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Major Urban Areas) 


be -2, -4 
b7C -2, -4 
b7D -1, -2 
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b 7 D - 6 
b6 -5 
b7C -5 


On 0/12/08 M.| | and Lt, .B, H, ARKBf, 

Intelligence Unit , Memphis police Department , furnished the 
writer with a copy of the Memphis, Police Department memorandum 
dated 9/11/68 re "’Activities of Invaders 0/10/68,” as 
furnished by Police Department undercover officer, code name 
"MAX,” 


One Xerox copy of same is attached to each copy of 
this memorandum. 

The fires mentioned were 95-101-105 Ingle, being 
renovated by H.O.M.X, , operated by Negro attorney A, W, WILLIS, 
and f inanced by. Supreme Mortgage Company, 

(The above Motioned ”H.O,M,E,,” means Housing 
Opportunity, Memphis Enterprises.) b?D -4 

On 9/12/68 T l eaned the writer to 

say that on 9/5/68 a house (old and dilapidated) across the 
street from 95 Ingle burned and that he' had noted that it was 
owned or rented by A, C, Aste Realty Company, which was 
the original rental agent at 1310 Pico* Ida (Neighborhood 
Organising Project field office) where the invaders had 
ttieir headquarters. The Invaders were angered at being 
ousted at 1310 early in September. 

Informant said HARRIS ROBINSON of Monique 
Funeral Home, Ingle and Kansas, indicated to the informant 
that ho knew who burned the houses at 95-101-105 Ingle oq 
the night of, 9/10/68 but did not elaborate, 
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TO: Inspector 0. P. Tinea, , , , 1 . , V 

Inspections! Bureau 1 

i SUBJECT: Aetiyitic9 of Invaders, 

FROM: W, B. II. Arkln,! . . 9~10-G8. 

Intelligence Bureau . *."*■. • 

}: . \ 

DAT|: September U, 10^3 * 1 | 

5 At 2}30 Rtf informant states that MAREEL f-JCCULLCUGH tlcnt to 16<S4 Hanauer, 

‘‘P^* “» thG only person^ present in the apartoerit at that tioe was , 

who sleeping. Informant states that ho along with tRRREL J 
imJLCUGH then proceeded downtown to the Voter Registration Office in the 
County Building end while cn route met CHARLES HARRINGTON, who was driving the 
family whito/grey Qldsmobile leaded couth on Riverside Drive at Georgia. Those 
observed in the cor with Harrington wore VERDELL BROCKS, CHARLES BALLARD, EPCTT 

», tho jCounty Building everyone was gone so they then proceeded 

^ ' * Hanauer, Apt. 2, which la known as the Crib. Those present at the 

t£ ?f u, ° ro *»RMhgkki. «WSB. brooks, ballakd, nillie t mm end 

CrapC tXXHlE. Also present was a ferule Negro JOYCE (LKU) who is WILLIE lEKE’S 
girl friend, and it was brought out that she is probably (50103 back to Marks, 
Mississippi, this coning Saturday, as she is a high school senior there. 

IAKCE ILApOtf nka SWEET WILLIE WINE wanted to go ondget cone isoncy and food. 

his girl friend JOYCE, I&ftREL ?£CULLCUGH. 
M*m end VERB ELL BROOKS all drove in 2£CULLGUGH’S cor to the Post 
Office at Calhoun end Second, WINE got one dollar fraa cooo unknown person. 

• * ,i l 

After leaving there WINE 'wont to tha beauty shop on Hernando just north of 
Vance on the east side of tho street to. get a case ewney there but was unable to. 
*”£y left and went to Fourth and Walker to the Chinese store on tho comer. 

ARTHUR hCFtfOOD wanted to go into the store, sack up a bog of groceries and: just 

BSGOiJS * who t4Gn t intotho store with LKJEWCOD, talked hia out 
03 Bhinesegroccr was watching thess and BROOKS was afraid hs eight 
shoot them. While waiting for NORWOOD AND BROCKS to case back to the cor. 
informant states o group, of young kids in the neighborhood caae up to tho cor 
wanting to know if thoy were oil Invadcro? These kids then stated, •wiiy don’t 
you coco over to LoRoso, School and tear it up?” SWEET WILLIE WINE then told .V 
these kids that thoy, too, were all Invaders.,. Tho kids wanted to know whore 

h J < 5 don * ? to * statea as they left this area, 

WILLIE LEui gave one of tho kid3 a piece of paper, and .told hira to get tJw nascs 
of all tho kids who wanted to.be Invaders end get' the list back to hia. : 

,rr.^, T Sf^«~L^ a back to 1644 Hanauor, at which tiro MCCULLOUGH, BALLARD and 
IIEI®, BRIDGES wont to tlx? Chicken Villa at. Third and Grasp where 1 HELEN BRIDGES 
bought scoe Thoy titan took HELEN BRIDGES back to IG44 Hanaucr, dropping . 

®sd IXOTLLGUGI! and BALIAKD then proceeded to Carver High School and 

* 00tl>a ii teas* procti cing. , While there, thoy oot JOHN B. SMITH, • 
WILLIE RCGERo, J0IE1 HENRY FERGUSON and OREE MCKENZIE. They oil stayed there until 
approximately 6:00 P.M.ond tlven went back to 1644 Hanauer. . ' ' 

1 1 ( 1 1 1 ^ f . 'i t t 
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At 7:20 P.tl., 9-10-63. mRREL MCCULLOUGH, MELVIN SMITH, JOYCE (UR)), WILLIE 
NINE, JEWEL DAVIS and a female colored (FNU) SMITH, who live 3 in tlio same apartmer 
unit oa JOHN B, SMITH, described ns 19 years old, 5*4”, $110 lbs,, skinny, with 
; , natural hair, oil went to Clayborn Tor.ple. Upon their arrival at Clayborn Topple 
the building waa closed, but there was a largo group of people outside. Two of 
tho presons recognized o tending outoido Cloybom Temple woro WARREN LEWIS and; 

HON COLLINS, both; of the Black Knights. 7 ’ 

, ^ V 

, HARKED rrcULLOUGSH returned to 1644 Hanauer and picked up ORES MCKENZIE end 
MAURICE LEWIS and then wont by CHARLES HARRINGTON’S on Rilo, where they asked 
ILARRIKGIQN if he was taking hia car to atop by the Crib and pick up acme of the 
guys, to which HARRINGTON said he would. Thoso still left at the Crib uere f 
JOHN B. SMITH, CHARLES CABBAGE and VERDELL BR00K3. 13CCULLGUG1I, MCKENZIE and; 

, LEWIS then went back, to the Crib to advise JO* IN B. SMITH that HARRINGTON would 
pick thcsrwp and as MCCULLOUGH, MCKENZIE and LEWIS were leaving, they picked uj? 

V ARTHUR NORWOOD. 

0 

t - * 

While driving down to Clayborn Temple from the Crib, ARTHUR NORWOOD ©ado 1 
the concent to tJCCULLOUGH, ’’tie have a Job to do down in the south end on Ingle 
after we drop LEWIS and MCKENZIE off at Clayborn Temple.” 

After dropping LEWIS and MCKENZIE off at the church, NORWOOD end MCCULLOUGH 
then pro ceeded to Johnson’s Esso Service Station at McLccore end Florida wtiora 
one of the service station attendants, believed to bo the elder Johnson’s son, 
gave KCSWCGD and MCCULLOUGH o round, five gallon gas can and NORWOOD wanted 
S2 $1.25 cento worthof jpa, bat tlio attendant filled the can up with gas instead 
of just giving then $1.25 cento worth and NORWOOD told the attendant they 
would be back later to pay hia for it. 

1 * 

KOEWGOD and Z£CULLOUGIl left the gas station and returned to 1644 Honaucr. 
Those present at the Crlbat thia time wore WILLIE ROGERS, ERIC (LARD) HOLMAN and 
a calc Negro (FNU) ROACH. (This subject looks like WILLIE ROGERS). .NOTE: All 
three of these subjects allegedly ore getting an apartment at the end of thia 
week, possibly somewhere on Alcy Road. They all sat around the Crib while 
KG1&C0D got dressed for the meeting at Clayborn Temple. 

* At 8:45 P.M., 9- 10*68, f5CCULL0UGH, NORWOOD, ROACH, MILLIE ROGERS and ERIC 

(LARD) HOLMAN left in MCCULLOUGH’S cor and drove post the houses under construct! 
on Ingle that they wanted to set fire to and parked on Kirk just south of Ingle ■ 
and then with the exception of ERIC HOLMAN they walked frea the car through an 
alley to the houooa under construction. ARTHUR NORWOOD carried the gas, con. The 
houses are situated, according to informer, cast and west on the south bide of 
Ingle. Inforcer stated they went in the first house on the east oido of a group 
of three, where ARTHUR KOHJGGD threw gas around the walls ond the two by fours 
on the floor. They then moved to the next house where they had to go in a oido 
door which is almost facing the front of Ingle St. end MILLIE ROGERS poured gas o 
the walls and two by fours on the floor of the second house. ROGERS had used all 
the gas In tho can and gave the empty can to mRREL MCCULLOUGH to take back to th 
car. ARTHUR NORWOOD then stepped into tho firsts house, struck a paper match, and 
almost got caught in the hoii3e by tho fumes. . ROGERS and ROACH lit the second hou 
j They then oil ran to tho car and wont to Clayborn Temple. En route to Clayborn 
Temple they stopped off at the Ease Service Station at Florida and McLcmoro ond 
•- left the empty five gallon gaa can in tho men’s restroom. 

- V, 

J, Upon arrival at Clayborn Temple, VERDELL BROOKS motioned to MARREL HCCULLGUG 

. BROOKS wanting to knot: how the job wont* Informant states that they stayed at th 
I; church for about five minutes, then MCCULLOUGH. ROGERS HOLMAN rod ROACH left tha. 
\;s Temple end went to ERIC IKUiMJ ’S house where HOLMAN changed pants. They then 
^ proceeded to MILLIE ROGER’S hn»tnfl and wvrcpq nn nsnUantltma ±ka i 
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
STATE, COUNTY 'AND MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYEES (AFSCME) 

(MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, CITY FB i-Withers-1500 
HOSPITAL STRIKE) -y* hBi Wltners lbUU 
RACIAL MATTERS 


As a matte r of background, on October 3, 1968, 

Lt . | | Intelligence Bureau, Memphis; Ten- 

nessee, Police Department, advised that the City' of Memphis' 
operates four hospitals, namely John Gaston Hospital, Gaylor, 

E. H. Crump, and William F. Bow Id. Most of the so called 
blue collar employees of these hospitals, such as the laundry 
workers, orderlies, kitchen workers, are members of the 
American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees 
Union, Local 1733, which union organized the sanitation workers 
in the spring of 1968 resulting in a two-month strike. The 
latter strike,, he said, became bitterly racial in nature, 
culminating in the April 4, 1968, slaying of Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) President Mar.tin^Luther King, Jr. 

On September 21, 1968, most of the members of Local 
1733 employees at the city’s four hospitals went on strike. 

The City, 'he said, has agreed to all grievances presented by 
the union except an increase in wages whichf cannot be given 
until the City Council considers the new budget for fiscal year 
of 1969. The City broke off negotiation^ with the union on 
October 1, 1968, and told the strikers to return to their 
jobs or be prepared to lose their jobs. 

I I said approximately 1,000 employees are striking, 

that the hospitals, manned by doctors, licensed registei#jfc*3h fc- _ 
nurses, and licenses practical nurses, all of ; whom are not 
members of the union, are operating the hospitals on a 
basis. Some non-licensed personnel have remained on their 
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The Commercial Appeal newspaper issue of October 4, 
1968, Memphis, Tennessee, reported that on the night of 
October 3, 1968, about 3,500 persons, mostly members of and 
supporters of Local 1733, AFSCME, voted unanimously to 
support the strikers, that Local 1733 has members in the 
City Sanitation Department, Memphis School Board employees, 

City Park Department, and Memphis Housing Auth ority e mployees. 

It said the union claims about 7,000 members. I I said only 

about 500 of the City hospital employees are members of the 
union. 

.b6 

I I said the City claims its contract with the 

hospital members of the union contains a "no strike clause." 

He added that on October 2 and October 3, 1968, 
the City started hiring replacements for the striking 
employees. 

The Commercial Appeal story said that William Lucy, 
international representative of union, said the union members 
voted on October 2, 1968, to reject the city's ultimatum to 
return to work or be considered fired. About 40 people have 
returned to work since the strike began and 164 persons have 
so far been hired by the City to replace strikers. 

On October 4, 1968, Lt. I I advised that on 
Saturday, October 5, 1968, the union will sponsor a rally at 
Clayborn Temple, 280 Hernando Street, Memphis, operated by 
Af rican-Methodist Episcopal Church (AME) . From there the 
attendees will march to the Lorraine Motel, 307 Mulberry, the 
site of the April 4, 1968, slaying of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
where a rally will be held. From there the marchers will 
proceed to Memphis City Hall. 

b7 E 

I l added that beginning October 1, 1968, several be 

members of the Invaders, violence prone cdll of the leading bic 
Black Power movement in Memphis known as Black Organizing 
Project (BOP), have injected themselves into the strike. 

(A characterization of BOP is attached hereto.) 

I explained that on October 1, 1968, Lance Watson, 
also known as "Willie Wine," "Sweet Willie Wine," a notorious 
criminal with a long arrest record, is leading this involvement 
of the Invaders. On October 1, 1968, Watson, Horace Hall, and 
others of the Invaders passed out leaflets at John Gaston 
Hospital. A Xerox copy of same is set forth as follows: 
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THE BLACK LIBERATION 


THE BLACK UNITED FRONT 
SUPPORTS THE HOSPITAL STRIKE 


The Black Knights 

W.O.M.E.N. 

S.C.L.C. 

Invaders 

Memphis Unity League 
Memphis Mobilization 


Black People do not need UncLe Toms and Traitors such as: 

i ^ I 

Bessie Payne 


Thelma Dickson 
225 Shannon 

Archie Pruitt 
989 Lewis 

Ann Nelson 
,2419 Sherrie 

Gloria Hawkins 
2503 Keen 

i 

Joe Shephe rd ' 
532 McKinley 




d , 


Beatrice Payne 
,■ Jonetta Doggett 
Dorothy Nettles 
Wi Mie Olden 
Bettye Johnson 

= ****** i! = tta- 

E. Hendrix 
Jency Mitchell / 

Erma Mitchell 

The American System says that traitors must be destroyed. 

WE SAV that traitors and Uncle Toms are sick/ and they need 
to get straight! 
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^jhe Black United Front 
Supports the Hospital Strike 

The Black Knights 
W.O.M.E.N. ’ # ’ , 
S.C.L.C. 

, Memphis Uni£y League ' 
Memphis Mobilization , 


BLACK PEOPLE are n^t Master Loeb's ‘house niggers. Uncle Toros or 
traitors; such as: 1 


Mrs. I. newborn, LPN 
487 1 Ortie 


Mrs. V. Robinson 
3351 Charlotte Rd. 


Thyri'a Monger 
1627 Glenview' 


Vera Rogers 
397 Edith 

I 

i 

Odessa Cash 

Exchange street 

Mary Parte r 


Louise Griffin • 
313 Flynn Rd., 

Josephine Hyser 
Cambridge 

Mrs. Thelma Hayes 
Boston St. 


Clara Turner „ !■ 

Hunter St. i 

»fii 

Lillie Woods ' ' }• 
4949 Weaver Rd. 

Thelma Stokes 


Clara Clark 
Looney St. 

Minnie Bridges 


Virginia Brown 


Mrs. Bisoro, LPN 
1180 Greenwood 


Hazel Gentry 
Dixie St.” 

* 

Shirley Magic 
Frank St. 

Mary Par tee 
Jacquelyn 

Bernice Cox 

1 

_ N. Turner 


Virginia Rogers , 
Keltner Circle 

i i 

Frankie Gregory 

\ f 

Norma Turner 
■ Hubert • 

Mrs. Carpenter 


Mary Brother 
Olive St. 


Mrs. Crowley 


Mrs. class 


The niggers in the above list are a danger to BLACK PEOPLE. Don't 'let 
your name be next on Loeb's Head House Nigger list. ■' 1 

* t * 

House Nigger of the Week: Mrs. Edith Watkins, 508 Edith. 


a 

The American System says that traitors must be destroyed, by any means 
that are necessary. But we say you are brainwashed; You can be saved; s 
come home. House Nigger, before it is too late. 1 , 
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On October 1, 1968, a first source advised .that the 
Black United Front (BUF) is a new incipient group being 
formed by the Invaders ostensibly supported by such groups as 
SCLC, WOMEN (Women on Move for Equality Now), a Negro female 
group supporting black. economic gains, Invaders^ Memphis Unity 
League (a group of Firestone employees, all Negroes, ;aiming 
at improving Negro employment opportunities at Firestone), aqd 
the Black Knights, a new moderate Black Power group headed by 
successful barber Warren Lewis, and by the Memphis Mobilization, 
a "young turk" movement of young adult Memphians who in the 
past have worked with SCLC. 

Source one added that so far the BUF is innocuous 
and that it does not have the formal support of the. more 
responsible civil rights and Negro groups in Memphis. 

On October 3, 1968, Lt. O. B. Holcomb, Intelligence 
Unit, Memphis Police Department, advised that a reliable sourc? 
reported that on October 3, 1968, a strike rally was held at 
Clayborn Temple at about 8:15 P.M. Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" 
Watson spoke and said Lyndon ;B. Johnson started the war in 
Vietnam in an effort to kill off all the black people. He 
said the white man had cheated the Indians, took their land from 
them, put them on reservations, and refused to sell, them 
liquor. Wine said, "I am not going to let them put. me in a 
concentration camp but I will tell you who is going to be 
first - people like Odell Horton. All Black; Nationalists are 
standing for the same thing and we are behind you all the. way 
and will do anything to help the black people. I have told 
my mother that I will kill her if she. gets in my way and tries 
to stop me. Do you think I would let my mother interfere with 
the thought of 10 or 12 black people when they have the 
opportunity to rulft the world. They don't have 'Uncle Toms' in 
China because they kill mothers and daddies, sisters, and 
brothers, or anyone else who do not perform. What I am trying 
to tell you is what the Indians have been trying to tell you 
for years. The only' good white man is a dead one." At this 
point another Invader, Horace Hair, male Negro, 1423 Good lpw, 
Memphis, Tennessee, got up and yelled to the audience, '.'Let's 
get our guns." Reginald Ferguson, another Invader, yelled, > 
"Black Power now and forever." Then Watson added, "I. want 
to know that if these people keep going to work at the 
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hospitals there is going to be a lot of people floating down 
the Mississippi River." He added, "Some of the people you 
know will probably call you in a few days saying they had to 
stop working because they have a terrible headache. Some 
others will probably call saying, 'You know, my little boy 
almost got hit by a car yesterday.' The president of the 
Yippies held a press conference in Washington the other day 
and told them, 'Sure we are going to disturb the November 5th 
election and everything we don't do the Black Nationalists 
are going to do." 

Warren Lewis, barber, 887 North Thomas, and who is ‘ 
president of the Black Knights, a newly formed Black Power 
group, then spoke saying, "I have heard the hospital almost go^ 
blown up. Well, is anyone here that wants the hospital blown 
up? Just give me a bomb and I will show you what to do with 
it. I have also heard that they don't want us to use the 
Temple (Clayborn Temple) because of the broken windows and 
if we cannot use this, I can't see why there is any use of it 
standing here." Wine then got up and said, "Let the old 
landmark stand." Antra Iban Shadad, another Black Knight, 
spoke saying, "You see, the whole town is already afraid of 
the Invaders and they are going to be afraid of us because 
we all stand for the same thing. When another riot takes place 
downtown I don't want to see you down there just taking TV's 
and radios, I want to see you fighting the National Guards, 
you can walk in and get whatever you want. I know it is going 
to cost us some lives, but you must give up something in order 
to achieve something." 

On October 4, 1968, Lt. 0. B. Holcomb, Intelligence 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised that a reliable 
source reported that Local 1733 had a strike meeting on the 
night of October 3, 1968, at Club Paradise. AFSCME representative 
William "Bill" Lucy, male Negro, spoke claiming Memphis City 
Hospital Director Odell Horton, a Negro, is against blacks. 

Jesse Epps, also a representative of the union, 
spoke saying there are four types of people, niggers, Negroes, 
whites, and crackers. He referred to Horton as "head nigger" 
in Memphis and as a stooge of white power structure. He claim^ 
7,000 AFSCME members are in Memphis. 
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Then Rev. Malcom Douglas Blackburn, white male, 

Pastor, Clayborn Temple AME Church, 280 Hernando, and now a 
field organizer of AFSCME , spoke and chanted "Soul Power." 

On October 4, 1968, the first source advised that 
Malcom D. Blackburn, white male, now bearded, Pastor^ 

Clayborn Temple AME Church, 280 Hernando, formerly connected 
with the AME Minimum Salary Office and now an organizer for 
AFSCME, is ramrodding the current Memphis city hospital 
strike which started on September 21, 1968. 

"Muhammad Speaks" Reporter Dwight Casjmere 

Blackburn invited to Memphis a male Negro, Dwight 
Casimere, of Chicago, Illinois, a professional newsman of 
the staff for the official Nation of Islam (NOI) paper, 

"Muhammad Speaks." Casimere arrived on October 4, 1968, via 
plane from Chicago, staying at the Lorraine Motel, Memphis. 

He is described as a Negro male, clean cut, high brown skin, 
bushy hair 2 inches long and high in the back, wears glasses, 
keen facial features, mid-thirties, 5 feet 10 inches tall, 

165 pounds, and well educated. He incessantly carries a 
portable tape recorder. Ironically, Casimere is not a Black 
Muslim. His purpose is to write for his paper a news story 
regarding the current hospital strike. 

He has interviewed several black Memphians connected 
with the strike. Blackburn insisted that he interview Dr. 

Vasco Smith, Executive Vice President of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) , Memphis 
Chapter. He interviewed AFSCME field representative Jesse 
Epps. Dr. H. Ralph Jackson, Director, AME Minimum Salary 
Office, Gerald Fanion, Vest Tennessee representative of the 
Tennessee Council on Human Relations, as well as several members 
of Local 1733 of AFSCME, the striking union. 

Participation of Invaders in Strike Led 

by Lance Watson, Also Known As "Sweet 

Willie Wine" 


On October 4, 1968, Dwight Casimere Interviewed key 
Invader personnel, including the current most active leader, 
the notorious peripatetic criminal 1 Lance Watson, also known 
as "Sweet Willie Wine," who has a long police record. "Wine" 
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is now taking an active part in the strike, assisted by such 
Invaders as Horace Hall . and Maurice. Lewis, who is now living 
at 939 Maple Street, Memphis, allegedly with his father. 

Lewis bragged during tfaie interview that earlier on October 4, 
1968, he was called for Armed Forced induction or pre-induction 
physical. He claimed he went to the draft board of induction 
station and "put on quite an act" in that he wore an Army shir^ 
and pants. In a loud voice he told the Federal authorities 
that he wanted a gun "right now" so he could shoot all the 
whites, the the Government wanted him to kill Vietnamese but 
he wanted to shoot whites here at home. He bragged that the 
authorities became scared of him and sent him home and that 
now he will not have to go into the Army. 

Also with "Wine” and Lewis were two newly identified 
Invaders, Michael Mountain, about 20, residing at 813 Olympic 
in the Klondyke area, and Roy Tucker, about 20, now residing at 
2376 Dexter in the Hollywood area. Both Mountain and Tuckep 
graduated from Mitchell Road High School in South Shelby 
County, Tennessee, in the spring of 1968. 

The Invaders, including Watson and Lewis, were heard 
to remark that Local 1733 has engaged the Invaders to serve as 
a "witnessing movement," explaining that this was a sophisticated 
term for "intimidation squad" in that the Invaders would appear 
at hospital workers exits and entrances when the work shifts 
change in an effort to mentally intimidate current workers 
into being afraid to return to work. 

In fact, on the night of October 4, 1968, Tucker and 
Mountain were at 1733 headquarters, AME Minimum Salary Office, 

276 Hernando, planning logistics for a mass downtown parade 
planned by Local 1733 for Saturday, October 5, 1968, to 
attempt to dramatize the strike. 

Casimere had no contact whatsoever with and has mads 
no mention of the Memphis, Tennessee, Mosque of the NOI. 

(Characterization of NOI is set forth in the 

appendix.) 
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Local 1733 Rally Night of October 3, 1968 

The union held a rally on the night of October 3, 

1968, in the Club Paradise. The most vitriolic, violence 
prone talk was made by Lance Watson, who called for violence 
against those hospital workers not striking, said this fs the 
"only thing the City (Memphis City administration) fears." 

His remarks scared most of the audience, predominantly 
Negro women, who are mostly opposed to violence. 

October 4, 1968, Union Rally at Clayborn Temple 

The union held a rally at Clayborn Temple, 280 
Hernando, on October 4, 1968;. Rev. Harold Middlebrook of 
SCLC spoke. He gave a moderately militant civil rights type 
speech, basically religiously oriented, and exhorted the audience 
not to engage in violence. 

Presence of White Students for a Democratic 

Society (SDS) Faction in Strike 

At this strike rally was Edward M. "Ted" Carter, Jp . , 

24 year old white male, of 3710 Northwood, who is attempting, 
to form an SDS group primarily to consist of college students 
at Memphis State University (MSU). Carter had three unknown 
white males and three white females with him. Some of the 
audience, all Negro, showed a hostility toward the "invasion" 
of whites. Dr. H. Ralph Jackson arose and warned the audience, 
"Let's don't get mad at the whites. We need all the help we 
can get td win this strike. The strike may be racial in nature 
since most strikers are black, but we need the goodwill of all 
segments of the community, black and white alike." Jackson 
further exhorted the audience to participate in the "union 
sympathy march" scheduled for October 5, 1968, and urged those 
present to "bring your large children, but bring no one you 
cannot control." 

SCLC Position in Strike 


The official SCLC in Memphis, headed by Memphis 
convener Rev. Samuel Billy Kyles and Criminal Court Judge 
Ben L. Hooks, is not as yet active in the strike; however, 
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some of the "young turk" faction of SCLC, not officially 
sanctioned by SCLC, are active, particularly Randle Catron who 
is living at 1101 Saxton, Memphis, phone No. 946-2224. Catron 
is sponsoring a so called SCLC "gospel show" at Mason Temple 
on October 27, 1968, featuring the Lane College dhoir. It 
will also be at Meharry High School, Jackson, Tennessee, the 
same day at 2:00 P.M. and at 8:00 P.M. at Mason Temple. He is 
using this to raise funds. 

Catron is telling the strikers that the national 
president of SCLC, Rev. Ralph Abernathy, and his staff will 
be in Memphis on October 14, 1968, to support the strike and 
to "get out the vote" for the November 5, 1968, national 
election. 


Strike Still Primarily a Union Affair 

As of October 4, 1968, the strike is primarily a 
union affair. It is not being openly or massively supported 
by such divergent black groups as Community on the Move for 
Equality (COME), Negro ministerial groups, and the NAACP. 

Most of these elements respect Memphis Hospital Director 
C. Odell Horton, a Negro and former Assistant U. S. Attorney. 

They do not like Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb and would like to 
embarrass him by openly supporting the strike. Paradoxically 
they are caught in a dilemma. If they attack Loeb too hard 
they will destroy Horton and are forced for the present to 
hold off direct action in an effort to give Horton a chance 
to amicably settle the strike. 

The "old line" Invaders such as Charles Cabbage, 

Charles Ballard, and Oree McKenzie are not active in the strike. 
All are out on bond for previous offenses. Ballard and McKenzie 
are out on "peace bonds" arranged by their parents, who put 
up their property as security. They cannot afford to get 
arrested lest they forfeit their jpe ace bonds. 

Lance Watson, who is a demagogue, * is flamboyant, 
and has a criminal background. He has an appeal to irresponsible, 
criminally prone Negro youth and could well influence them to 
engage in violence in connection with the strike. 
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, 
COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 


On October 5, 1968, Lt. E. H. Arkin, Intelligence 
Unit, Memphis Police Department, advised that on the 
afternoon of October 4, 1968, Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" 

Watson, Horace Hall, and Maurice Lewis were near the John 
Gaston Hospital. Wine appeared to be taking photographs of 
hospital workers still on the job. Several unidentified Negroes 
were with Wine. Rev. Malcom D. Blackburn was with them but 
he is not known to be specifically directing their activities. 

Arkin added that Memphis Police Department inquiries 
had developed information that Watson had been talking to 
young hospital workers attempting to win them over and to 
cause them to quit. This concerned the older employees who 
are still working. 

Arkin added that on the morning of October 5, 1968, 
a Local 1733 "sympathy march" was held in downtown Memphis 
in which about 1,000 people participated, primarily all 
Negroes and ostensibly mostly Local 1733 members. Arkin did 
observe several SDS members in the march led by Edward M. 

"Ted" Carter, Jr., white male, of 3710 Northwood. 

(A characterization of SDS is set forth in the 

appendix. ) 


This march proceeded from Clayborn Temple south pn 
Hernando to Linden, west on Linden to Main, and north on Main 
to City Hall, where the leaders left a sign reading "Negotiate." 
Thereafter, the marchers walked to the Lorraine Motel, 407 
Mulberry, and terminated the march. No arrests were made, 
no violence occurred. Arkin added that union leaders said 
that if the strike is not ended by October 12, 1968, that 
another mass downtown march will be held. 

The Commercial Appeal newspaper issue of October 7, 
1968, reported that Odell Horton, Director of City Hospitals, 
stated on October 6, 1968, that about 1,000 of the city's 
2,480 city hospital employees were still on strike, that in 
the meantime limited hospital service would continue at John 
Gaston Hospital, and that new employees were being hired. 
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AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, 
COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 


On October 7, 1968, Lt. E. H. Ark in advised that 
through a reliable source, it was learned that SDS members 
Edward M. "Ted" Carter, Cynthia Fredda Berman, Walter Mims 
Ellis, and Pamela Concklin were in contact with Rev. Malcom 
D. Blackburn and with Jesse Epps, both officials of AFSCME, 
on October 4, 1968, and were invited by the latter to participate 
in the October 5, 1968, downtown march. It was also) learned 
that Carter, the SDS spokesman, met Lance Watson but had a 
personal animosity towards Watson without giving his reasons 
therefore . 


Information developed hereinbefore received from 
source one was furnished to William Bray, 111th INTC, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and to Lt. E. H. Arkin. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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. APPENDIX 


BUCK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), 

*lso known as Black Organizing Power, 
s . f ro~Amor ican Brot hor hood , 

Hlack Student Association, 
invaders, 

LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter of the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored Poople (NAACP), 

City Organizers 


On April 18, 1968, a first source advised that a 
black power group in Memphis which has been in* existence for 
-'everal months has until recently been known as Black 
Organizing Power. It is now known as Black Organizing Project 
(BOP), also known as Black Organizing Power, with five cells 
•or parts, known as (1) Af ro-Amorican Brotherhood (AAB) , 
primarily consisting of Owen College students?: (2)' Black 
Student Association (BSA), primarily consisting of Memphis 
State University (MSU) Negro students; (3) LeMoyne Intcr~ 
collegiate Chapter of the NAACP, consisting of LeMoyne 
College students; (4) the Invaders, consisting mostly of 
high school dropouts; and (5) the City Organizers, comprised 
of young adults, 

AAb has about 12 members* BSA has about 20 members; 
the Invaders has about 15 members; the LeMoyne group has about 
20 members; and the City Organizers has about .20 members. 

. f 

. Source one advised the BOP attempts' to create 
pride in black identity, attempts to teach and promote the 
teaching of Negro history, and to promote black culture and 
obtain more employment for young Negroes, 

The Executive Secretary of BOP is Charles Laverne 

Cabbage, 

On February 16, 1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage 
personally acknowledged being leader of BOP, claiming ho 
is the impetus of black power in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
that BOP's purpose is to stimulate in the young Negroes a 
sense of black identity, black pride, and black consciousness. 
He said his group follows the teachings of Student Nonviolent 

* * t 

, appendix ' 
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APPENDIX 


Coordinating Comm it too (SNCC) loaders H, Rap Brown and 
Stokely Carmichael but that BOP did not necessarily exist 
*s a formal SNCC unit. Cabbage further admitted he had made 
statements such as "Memphis should be burned" and "Memphis 
should have a good race riot," but claimed ho did' not mean 
these statements literally, merely endeavoring to shock the 
community into doing something to help the black race. 

K 

, On February 27, 1968, a second source advised 
that at a public meeting on February 26, 1968, the BOP 
Chairman John Burrell Smith told a Negro audience, "We’ve 
got to do some fighting," and "You’d better get some guns. 
You're going to need them before this is over,' You can’t pray 
your way out , " l 

On June 6, 1968, the second source advised that BOP 

' primarily consists of about 30 to 35 young college and high 
school students and school dropouts, unemployed and not looking 
for work, who continually preach hatred of the white race 
and capitalistic economic system and advocating and predicting 
violonce by blacks, Tho over-all plan of BOP, according to 
source two, is to scare the Momphis community leaders, both 
black and white, into fearing black militancy. The BOP 
leaders then hope to convince the community to fund them as 
a form of subtlo blackmail whereby BOP can prevent racial 
violence. Source two said that BOP is more interested in 
publicity and money than in direct action, but is nevertheless 
preaching violence in an effort to scaro the community. 
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1 APPKNQIX 

NATION OP ISLAM 
&3MPHIS, TENNESSEE 


A source advised on June 1, 1968, that the 
Memphis', Tennessee, affiliate or Mosque of the- Nation of 
Islam (NOI) was formed in Memphis, Tennessee, in late 
July or early August, 1959, and has continued jto operate 
and exist in Memphis since, that time. 

•A 

, 1 

The Memphis unit, also known as Muhammad's Mosqpp, 
is formally affiliated with the over-all national organiza- 
tion of the NOI, the headquarters of thick is in Chicago, 
Illinois, It follows its teachings and programs, 

' 1 V 

The Memphis Mosque's active membership is 
estimated at 15 members. There is vory little turnover 
in membership. The group meets three to four times weekly. 


S' 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 


The Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), as 
it is known today, came into being at a founding convention 
held at Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962. The SDS is an- 
association of young people on the left and has a current 
program of protesting the draft, promoting a campaign for 
youth to develop a conscientious objector status, denouncing 
United States intervention in the war in Vietnam, and to 
"radically transform" the university community, and provide 
for its complete control by students. Gus Hall, General 
Secretary, Communist Party, USA, when interviewed by a 
representative of United Press International in San Francisco, 
California, on May 14, 1965, described the SDS as a part of the 
"responsible left" which the Party has "going for us." At 
the June, 1965, SDS National Convention, an anticommunist 
proviso was removed from the SDS constitution. In the 
October 7, 1966, issue of "New Left Notes," the. official 
publication of SDS, an SDS spokesman stated that there are 
some communists in SDS and they are welcome. The national 
headquarters of this organization as of July 24, 1968, was 
located in Room 206, 1608 West Madison Street,, Chicago, Illinois. 
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FD-JS (R.r. J2-1 

DECLASSIFICATION J^RoRITY DERIVED FROM: 


FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


F B I 


Transmit the following in 


Date: 10/7/68 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1516) <P) 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 

STATE, COUNTS’ AND MUNICIPAL 
EMPLOYEES (AFSCME) 
r (MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, 

CITY HOSPITAL STRIKE) 

RM 

(00 Memphis) 


Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies 
LHM captioned as above and dated JLO/7/68. Copies are being 
disseminated to USA, Memphis, U. S. Secret Service, Memphis, 
and> to regional offices of military intelligence. 

Source one is 
ADMINISTRATIVE: 


In view of the fact that such militant groups as 
SDS and Invaders are now working in the hospital strike, 
Memphis will closely follow its development and submit; LHM’s 
suitable for dissemination when pertinent infonnatl^M^dM fc 
deve loped . 


- Bureau (Encs 11) (RM) tt *** ^. 

(Ir- h i57-i5i6) 

(1 - 157-556) (Possible Racial Violence, Major Urbfch Areas, 
(1 - 157-1168) (Racial Situation in Tennessee) 

(1 - 157-1067) (BOP) 

( 1 - 100-4000) (SDS) 

(U - 170-70- Sub) (ME 338-R Ghetto) 

Xl - 66- 1687-Sub) (Dissemination) ' / ~? D 


( 11 ) 

Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 


FBI-Withers-1516 
M Per 1 




ME 157-1516 
LEAD : 

MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS, TENN . 

Will follow and report pertinent developments 
in instant case. 


* 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DIR 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION 
DATE 03 IQ 

MAV 1941 tWItON 
614 Of N* «0. NO. 27 


# 


FROM: 
IDE 

9610-104 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO : SAC (157-1067) DATE: 


FROM ! SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka 
Invaders 
RM 


10/17/(58 


On 9/1/68 T ~l orally advised 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follows: 

When the Invaders were arrested, en masse, at 
1310 Florida Street for blocking sidewalks on the night 
of 8/30/68, CHARLES CABBAGE, Project Director of BOP, 
the parent group of Invaders, rounded up help to go to 
City Court Judge RAY CHURCHILL’S Court. At the court 
held on the night of 8/30/68, one of the arrestees, 

JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, claimed that one of th? arrestees 
allegedly DAVID COOK, JR., an older man, was an innocent 
victim and that actually the Invaders had paid his rent. 



1 - 157-1067 

1 - 157-556 (Possible Racial Violence, 
170-70 USE aaa-Rfr.hetto^ 

1 - 157- 
1 - 100-4575 
1 - 157-1125 
1 - 134-511 d 
1 - 157-1423 
1 - 157-1258 
1 - 100-4528 
1 - 157-957 ( 

1 - 100-4394 
1 - 157-1495 
1 - 157-1018 
1 - 157-1000 
1 - 157-1230 


(Black United Fronff 


WHLjgmh 



Major Urban Areas) 


bo -4 
-b7C -4 


\ 


b7D -4 
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Information Re GENE TAYLOR, Brother of 
RICK TAYLOR 

Source said RICK HENRY TAYLOR, the older brother 
of GENE TAYLOR, a hustler and pimp, is back in Memphis and 
has an BlDorado Cadillac. He is about 25-26 years of age. 
RICK TAYLOR is scared because of his association with the’ 
Invaders, especially DON NEELY, CHARLES CABBAGE, and EDWIN A 
HARRELL and is afraid, he will lose his new job at the WREC 
Radio Station. 

Black United Front and WILLIE WINE 

LANCE BALLARD, aka Willie Wine, claims the Black 
United Front which CHARLES CABBAGE, JOHN B. SMITH, and WINE 
are forming is nothing but a "front" for the Invaders and 
.Black. Organizing Project, 


WINE claimed he had contacted SCLC in Washington, 

D. C. , and had been promised $1,000,00 to $2,000,00 in 
assistance. , 

COBY SMITH 

On 8/31/68 COBY VERNON SMITH said he was soliciting 
.money from merchants to, use as bail money to get ,the Invaders 
out of jail. He was with a little Negro girl who was driving 
a yellow and black Mustang or sports car., bearing Shelby 
County, Tennessee, License KP-2278. 


Records of the Shelby County Court Clerk's Office, 
Auto Registration Section, reveal KP-2278 was .issued .to 
ROBERT L, MILLER, 1460 South Cast alia, for a 1967 Chevrolet 
Camaro. 


The City Directory lists SUSIE MILLER, 1460 Castalia, 
Phone 276-0853; no employment shown. It also shows ROBERT MILLER 
employed at Memphis Defense Depot. 


On 10/2/68 


Personnel Director, Defense 
Depot, advised, one ROBERT L. MILLER, male Negro, born 11/15/44, 
residence 1460 Castalia, mother SUSIE 1 MILLER, of the same 
address, is listed in his files. He -advised that MILI I iBR 
lists no brothers or sisters but that this does not mean 
he has no sisters. 

- 2 - 
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Re JOHN W. WHITE and Invaders 


The Negro school teacher In Bast Arkansas, who is 
a friend of CHARLES CABBAGE, JOHN W. WHITE, loafs a lot at 
Malunda's Cafe on Kerr. 

On 8/30/68 BOP members and Invaders members, CLINTON 
ROY JAMBRSON, JAMES E. PHILLIPS, an unknown tall Negro, and 
MELVIN SMITH, rode together to Malunda's. JAMBRSON said the 
Invaders don't use good judgment and allow themselves to get 
arrested indiscriminately, being particularly critical of the 
arrests of JOHN B. SMITH, ORES MC KEN Z IE and JOHN HENRY 
FERGUSON on 8/30/68. 

Information re PIGGY and CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR 

PIGGY who has recently been with CHARLES CABBAGE 
and DON NEELY was recently seen in the 1966 white Impala 
Super Sport Coupe of CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR on 8/26/68 
drinking wine, shortly prior to the time CLIFFORD and 
CHARLES CABBAGE were arrested at the Downtowner Motel by 
Memphis Police Department. PIGGY is about 27-30 years old, 

5 feet 11 inches tall, thin, dark brown skin, wears "shades" 
(sunglasses), and has short hair. He loafs at Avalon Pool Room. 
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-DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DEIj 

FBI AUT 0 HAT I C DECLASSIFICATION 

DATE 03-^7^^^ |# 

MAY lf*a ewrtow 
OSA OtK, HO. MO. *r 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 10/17/68 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT, aka 
Invaders 
RM 


FBI-Withers-1521 


On 10/3/68 


rally advised SA's 


HOWELL S. LOWE and WILLIAM^. LAWRENCE as follows: 

f 

New Invader Recruits - ROBERT FELTON 

FRANK MITCHELL 
WILLIE CONNOR 

FRANK MORGAN 

He made available photographs taken on 10/1/68 and 
10/2/68 depicting several new "Invaders” who have recently 
been traveling and associating with the Invaders, LANCE WASSON, 
aka "SWEET WILLIE WINE," REGINALD FERGUSON, brother of JOHN 
HENRY FERGUSON, and HORACE HALL. 


Later on 10/3/68 1_ 
identified some of these as 


,ows: 


ROBERT FELTON - wearing overalls, with 

bush-Afro hairdo, wearing 
a chain amulet or tiki 


SEARCH £D.,y ..INDEXED 

ocn M 1988 

FBI — MEMPHIS 


I I recalled that FELTON, who claims to live 

near Trigg and Mississippi, is married, has 2 children. He 
is of medium height and weight, is about 21 years of age, and 
claims to work at Hunter Fan Co. He has attended 2 of the 
Black United Front (BUF) meetings at Clayborn Temple earlier 
in 9/68 sponsored by the Invaders and vocally voiced his 
complete espousal of and acceptance of the Invaders' violence 
prone program and voiced his "great admiration of BOP founder 
CHARLES CABBAGE. " 


£ 


157-1067 (BOP) 

170-70-Sub (M E 338-R Ghetto 
170- 1022- Sub I 

157- I 

157-New 
157-New 1 
157-1116 
157-1173 


157- | 

157-556 (Possible Racial V 

157-1258 

157-1503 

157-New ( 

157-1019 1 

66-1687-Sub (Dissemination 


acial Violence) 
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■ , added that FELTON is extremely 

militant ana provocative and spends much time with FERGUSON, 
WATSON, and MAURICE LEWIS of the Invaders* The 1967 City 
Directory lists ROBERT FELTON, laborer, Hunter Fan Company, 
residence 1520 Leland. 


b7D - 


FRANK MORGAN 

. Another photograph furnished was of an individual 

^?._ later on 10/3/68 identif ied himself to | I 

FRANK MORGAN. He is a Negro male, dark complexion, about 
26 years of age, claims was born and raised in south Memphis. 

clai “ s is a veteran and said he is living now at 
1334 Kentucky St. On 10/1/68 and 10/2/68 MORGAN and FELTON 
helped WINE, REGINALD FERGUSON, and MAURICE LEWIS to distribute 
leaflets, circumstantially printed by, Local 1733, American 
Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), 
calling city hospital workers who continue to work during 
the current hospital strike traitors and saying that "under 
the American system traitors must be destroyed." MORGAN is a 
militant talker, >but gave no indication as to employment. 

UNSUB (Invader) 

Another photograph furnished was that of an unknown 
subject, about 26 years old, medium height, and brown complexion, 
short non-Afro hair, small mustache, no beard, wears rectangular 
shades (sunglasses, light tint), tiki, and large round-faced 
wrist watch on left arm. 


Information Re 1334 Kentucky 

It is noted that Memphis PD source I I has recently 
mentioned the Invaders frequenting 1334 Kentucky St. The above 
FRANK MORGAN listed his address as 1334 Kentucky. Note, also, 
that a new Invader, FRANK GERALDS, JR., Negro male, age 26, 
friend of HORACE HALL and REGINALD FERGUSON as well as LANCE 
WATSON, when arrested by the MPD on 8/30/68 listed his address 
as 1334 Kentucky. Also circumstantially Invader MELVIN SMITH 
is now living at or near this address. 

The 1967 Memphis City Directory lists Mrs. FRANCES 
' HARPER, residence 1334 Kentucky, and employed at Bqtiy's Cafe 
as a waitress, cafe shown located at 1355 Florida. 
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Information Re JIGGS, GIGGS, or HERBERT T, 

Possible Narcotics Source of Invaders 

■" ■ " -b7D -2 f -4 , -6 

| a Iso furnished a candid photograp h of 
an individual circumstantially believed bv I [to be 

GIGGS. JIGG S. or HERBERT T (described bv I J 

I as sources of marijuana and possible narcotics for 
invaders during the summer of 1968). He mas wearing a hat 
was smoking a pipe. He ostensibly lives near Kerr and Mis- 
sissippi and comes to Beale St. nearly each evening and works 
in the pool room of WILLIAM JOHNSON. 

Re FRANK W. MITCHELL 


Another new associate of the Invaders, particularly 
of LANCE "WILLIE WINE" WATSON and REGINALD FERGUSON, os one 
FRANK MITCHELL, male Negro, age 29, brown complexion, keen facial 
features, 165 to 175 lbs. He used to work at International 
Harvester Co. and now claims to be a student at Memphis State 
University (MSU) . (Note: 1967 City Directory lists FRANK W. 

MITCHELL, wife ANNIE MITCHELL, residence 2559 Monette St., 
employment - machine operator, International Harvester.) 

MITCHELL was with FERGUSON and WATSON at the PD's 
new community relations field office, 1310 Florida, and its 
opening on 10/3/68. He was talking wildly to the effect that 
blacks ought to have everything and if whites "don't give it 
to us, we should take it by force and violence." 

MITCHELL is well acquainted with REGINALD FERGUSON. 
MITCHELL claimed to have $2,000 and wants to go into some sort 
of business with FERGUSON. He said he is not a member of 
Black Student Association (BSA), the BOP cell at MSU. 

Information Re WILLIE CONNOR 

Beginning on 10/2/68 LANCE WATSON came to the down- 
town area of Memphis with a male Negro in his early twenties, 
WILLIE CONNOR, who was dressed in new blue denim work clothes, 
referred to as a "RALPH ABERNATHY uniform" popularized by SCLC. 
CONNOR had skin peeling from his face and alleged skin breaks 
around his wrists. WATSON was parading him around like a 
"prize bull" as "exhibit A" so to speak of evidence of so-. 
called police brutality. CONNOR is a "Beale Street character" 
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having the reputation of being a "hustler." He has been 
involved in minor vice, drinking, and possibly dope. He 
loafs a lot at the Avalon Pool Room. 

WATSON keeps telling anyone who will listen that on 
Friday, 9/27/68, CONNOR was arrested at a Firestone-Thomas 
St. pool room by a white officer and a Negro officer, both 
of the MPD. The PD officers drove him off to a secluded spot,, 
beat him, sprayed an overdose of Mace in his face, burning 
same and causing it to peel and burn. He was allegedly charged 
with loitering and gambling. / 

WINE or WATSON bragged that he will exploit this 
arrest for two purposes: 1) to get publicity and 2) to get 

even with the PD because so many, Invaders have beep arrested 
by the PD in recent weeks. 

WATSON by his emotional talk excited CONNOR on 

10 / 2 / 68 . 


Physical Retaliative Statements of WILLIE CONNOR 

CONNOR said he was going to "get even with the 
police" stating he was "bitter" and that if he found the 
officer who "Maced" him he would literally "cut out his 
heart." He said he would get "even" one way or another. 

He stated one officer's name was JONES. 

Offering of 30.30 Rifle by (FNU) STRONG 


A bystander, (FNU) STRONG, a young male Negro, 
overhearing CONNOR threaten violence against the police, told 
CONNOR that he (STRONG) had a new 30.30 rifle which had 
"never been used" and he (CONNOR) was welcome to use it. 
STRONG was driving a late model Pontiac LeMans beaming 1968 
Tennessee license KO-1173. About this time Invaders VERDELL 
BROOKS, CHARLES HARRINGTON, and OREE MC KENZIE walked up 
and STRONG stopped talking. 

Records of Shelby County Court Clerk's Office, Auto 
Registration, per Clerk MARIE LITTLE disclosed 1968 Tennessee 
license KO-1173 is registered to J. STEELE, residence 2162 
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Berkley St., Memphis,, for a 1968 Pontiac LeMans hardtop. 

No J. STEELE is listed in the City Directory. The 1968-69 
crisscross phone directory lists one DOROTHY ANDERSON, 
phone #276-5813 at 2162 Berkley. 

Thereafter, WATSON (WINE) called the press and 
television stations complaining about CONNOR'S arrest. 

WHITTIER SENGSTACKE, JR., of Tri-State Defender, is known 
to have interviewed CONNOR. All of the Invaders, such as 
WINE, BROOKS, MC KENZIE, and HARRINGTON were trying to 
identify the arresting officers. 

WINE had a notebook and was conducting interviews 
like an investigator. 

WINE said on 10/3/68 he planned to take CONNOR to 
the official opening of the police community relations office, 
1310 Florida, and show him to the press and city sfficia^s who 
would be there, in an effort to get publicity and to embarrass 
the PD. 


Later on 10/3/68 | |said WINE did take CONNOR 

to 1310 Florida and that newspaper reporters and television 
cameramen, interviewed WINE and CONNORj "playing right in1?o 
their hands." 


WILLIE CONNOR gave his address as 240 Hernando St., 
c/o GLADYS TABLE. 


He also inferred he sometimes stays at 614 Mis- 
sissippi. This information was orally furnished to Lt. J. C. 
DAVIS, MPD, Intelligence Unit, 10/3/68, 


Addendum as Furnished by | 
Reporter for the Press-Scimitar 


be 

b7C 


Later on 10/3/68 
Scimitar newspaper, advise 



reoorter. 

d SA WILLIAM H* LAWI 

ienceJ j 


Florida on 10/3/68 (morning) . : [ 


5 


Press - 

sovered 

10 


saw LANCE "SWEET WILLIE" 
WATSON about a block north, saw REGINALD FERGUSON outside, 
and saw PD Detective E. E. REDDITT. , . 
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Finally "SWEET WILLIE" WATSON accompanied by Invader 
MAURICE LEWIS arrived. They had with them a 23 yea^ old Negro 
named WILLIE CONNOR. 

Information Re WILLIE CONNOR 


They had him dressed in a new blue denim work 
clothes o utfit. He is about 23, said he lived at 349 Hernando 
St., told | | that he was in a pool room at Firestone find 

Thomas on Friday night, 9/27/68. Two police officers in Car 
#21, one officer was white and the other a Negro, arrested him. 
They drove him off and beat him as well as sprayed him in the 
face with Mace for 2 hours. 

He has skin peeling from his forehead and has his 
left foot bandaged. 

WATSON and LEWIS said they brought CONNOR knowing 
the news media would be present and they could ''use CONNOR 
to embarrass police, who are trying to build a good image in 
black neighborhoods." 

REGINALD FERGUSON, in referring to 1310 Florida, 
paid, "This is a pretty nice place, but it's actually the 
black man's headquarters. We're going to take care of it," 
inferring he and the Invaders would destroy it. 

OREE MC KENZIE was observed about a block away 
coming out of a sundry store or grill north of 1310 Florida. 

pONNOR complained to REDDITT about his treatment by 
the police, and REDDITT referred him to Internal Security 
Squad of the PD. 

JOHN SPENCE, white male, of the U. S. Civil Rights 
Commission office, Federal Office Building, was present an<J 

"took prolific notes" re CONNOR'S situation. 

\ 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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DI CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DIB .1W5 FROM: 
FEI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-07-Z01Z 




SAC (157-1067) 

i £ 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


10/22/68 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka 
RM 


On 10/3/68 


| advised that recently 
HER, of the U, S. Civil 


the controversial Negro, ROSETTA Ml 
Rights Commission office in Memphis, married a teacher at 
Hamilton High School, who was from Pittsburgh. The marriage 
lasted only one week. MIIiUBR has since left town, either 
quitting her job or being transferred to another location. 
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• FBI-Withers-1527 



-*DIC L A9»SMOft«B^teUTHO RI TY : 

* MA i lit) ffr*TOM ■MflT * 

FBI AWeitttn& pftWJLASS IF ICAlHSr GUIDE 

A date ogNITfiD STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 


10/21/68 


FROM 


5 SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), 
aka Invaders 
RM 


On 10/3/68 
LAWRENCE as follows: 


b7D -4 


advised SA LOWE and 


CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE OF CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES OF BOP - 
CLIFFORD L. TAYLOR AND CHARUES L. CABBAGE 

. >:V‘* 

CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYIOR, Negro male, one of the \ 

original BOP members and close associate of BOP founder 
CHARLES CABBAGE, is a habituate of the criminal hangouts 
in the Beale Street and downtown areas, of Memphis. -He does 
not work yet always seems to have money. He has .an expensive- 
new wardrobe of casual clothes and recently had considerable 
work done on his 1966 white Chevrolet Super Sport Impala, 
bearing Tennessee license KR-3692. . 

On or about 9/30/68 he was desperately trying to 
find CHARLES CABBAGE., VERDE LL BROOKS said CABBAGE was in Atlan- 
ta , Ga., "mooching” off his girlfriend, ANN GOLAR. 
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CLIFFORD said he knew this, but was looking for her new 
address, as she has moved to some new place in Atlanta. 

CLIFFORD TAYLOR was concerned because the "Burglary 
Squad" of the Memphis PD was investigating a burglary, invol- 
ving the theft of a pistol (the suspect or person arrested had 
allegedly implicated CLIFFORD). CLIFFORD said he had had the 
pistol but had given it back to the fellow, not named. 

CLIFFORD obviously is engaged in some sort of illicit 
activities. He changes clothes often, sometimes two or three 
times a day. 

INFORMATION REGARDING NEWBERN ROOKS 

Another Invader associate, NEWBERN ROOKS, who was 
living with his parents at 2571 Park Ave., may become a problem. 

His parents have allegedly separated, and he is now "floating 
from place to place." 

DON NEELY MISSING „ 

DON NEELY, AWOL from the U. S. Army, is missing. The 
"word" from Beale Street haunts, where he spent most of his time, 
is that he has left town and may be with CABBAGE. 

INFORMATION REGARDING REUBEN N. WATTS, aka Peter Rabbit 

* 

Another associate of Invaders and BOP cell, the 
Downtown Association, REUBEN WATTS, is no longer working in the 
cafe at Fourth and Calhoun. WATTS says he is now attending 
Memphis State University (MSU) . He has the nickname of "Peter 
Rabbit." He is reported to. have been a source of marijuana and 
pep pills for the Invaders during the Summer of 1968. 

WATTS recently told that he had been to see b?o -4 

HAROLD WHATLUM, president of the Union Protective Life Insur- 
ance Co., seek ing financi al assistance in staring a wholesale 
drug business. I I sa id there is no doubt in his mind that 

WATTS wants to get into the "illegal drug traffic." WATTS said 
that WHALUM referred him to JOHN T. FISH, president of John T. 

Fisher Motor Co. (Chrysler-Plymouth dealer) and that FISHER put 
him in touch with a professor at MSU who arranged for WATTS to 
take two night courses at MSU in business in preparation for 
getting into the drug business. 
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In a conversation on 9/30/68 WATTS openly advocated 
the unrestricted use of narcotics, pep pills and marijuana .b?D -4 


taken 10/2/68 . 


made available up-to-date photographs of WATTS 


WATTS, if he is still married, is not living with his 
wife. He is living near the downtown area of Memphis. He did 
have an old Pontiac, but it has been repossessed by the finance I 
company or bank. 

* 

On 10/4/68 this information was furnished to Lt. E. H. 
ARK IN, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis PD. 
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SAC (157-1067) 


11/4/68 


SA WILLIAM M, LAWRENCE 

i f 

f 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT, aka 

Invaders 

Bll 


On 9/2/68 
as follows: 


advised SA LAWRENCE 


b7D -4 




CAR OF JOHN W. WHITE 

JOHN W. WHITE, Negro male, schoolteacher, east 
Arkansas, and current buddy of CHARLES L» CABBAGE, drives a 1966 
black Chevrolet Super Sport , bearing Shelby County, Tenn,, 
license KR-6491. , 

HELEN WASHINGTON IN PENAL FARM 

Sev eral Negroes have said that HELEN WASHINGTON. be 3 : 

Negro female. I~ I b7c 

who was spending considerable time with CHARLES CABBAGE ' 

(immediately after 7/27 or 28/68 burglary of CUE Church head- \ 

quarters, '531 S. Parkway East) .is in the Shelby County Penal 
Farm. 

INFO RE “CHARLIE MAN" YOUNG 

"CHARLIE NAN" YOUNG, Beale St. character who messed 
with Invaders in Spring .1968 and who has recently written letters 
to CABBAGE’S girlfriend, EDWINA HARRELL, is also in the Penal 
Farm. He did run a lot with the downtown gang of .BOP, such as 

BON NEELY, HERMAN PREWITT, etc, , 

£ ! $ 

INFO RE SCLC 


Some activity regarding SCLC still exists in the 
Vicinity of the Lorraine Motel. 

1 - 157-1067 

<qp~ 170- j7Q-Sub. ME 338-R (Ghetto) 

1 - 157-556. POSSIBIE RACIAL VI BUBNCE. MAJ 


1 - 100-4528, 

1 - 1570-1070 
1 - 157-166, SCLC 
1 - 157-1472 ,p 
WHLtLF- / 
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The young Negro male who wears invader Jacket and 
who has a monkey-like appearance and wears gold earring, who 
was with Invaders at City Hall 8/20/68, says he Is EDDIE TATE, 
son of ELLIS TATE, the Negro who was shot the night of 4/4/68 
in the act of looting a liquor store at Trigg and Florida . He 
is in Room 10, and MALTER "BILL” BAILEY, owner of the Lorraine, 
feels sorry for Him. TATE is bitter and appears to be mentally 
unbalanced. 

Also at the Lorraine is a dirty beatnik type, white, 
from New York, N. Y., area, here with SCLC working in connec- 
tion with SCLC Marks, Miss., food warehouse on Florida St. 

The girl in charge is a female Negro, name FAYE POSCHE. 
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’ The following material has been repro- 
duced for excising and review at FBIHQ and/or 
delivery to the House Select Connittee on 
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5010-10* 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC D I CLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DAT! 0Z-Z7-Z01Z . 


TO : SAC (157-1067) DATE: 

FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

I 

SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) , aka 
■RM 


11/22/68 




On 9/27/68 [ I advised writer that 

CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR is still not working, apparently 
living by his wits, and suspected to be involved in either 
burglary or check passing or other illicit activities, 
due to the fact that he always seems to have a large roll 
of bills, wears expensive clothes, and is definitely not 
working. Further, he has recently moved into the allegedly 
new apartment on Crockett Street near his brother, EDWARD 
REED TAYLOR, 

CLIFFORD is strictly a criminal-minded individual, 
* The One-Kour Martinlzing Cleaning Service recently lost two t 
of his suits, which were actually cheap suits, and yet 
CLIFFORD went to Paul's Tailor Shbp at 3rd and Beale and 
conned them into certifying that he had purchased two suits 
from them for approximately $150 apiece and is going to try 
to collect $300 from the dry cleaners. 




-157-1067 
170-70-su b - ME 338-R (Ghetto) 


^1-100-4575 
1-25-14636 
1-100-4528 
1-157- 
1-157-1326 
1-157-1114 
1-157-1116 
1-157-1277 
1-157- 
1-157-927 
1-157-1061 
1-157-1263 
1-157-1018 
1-157-1230 

1-157-1000 

1-105-160 -~NM 
1-157-1446 
1-157-1570 
1-157-1495 
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CLIFFORD has told Informant that CHARLES CABBAGE 
is still in Atlanta, Georgia, and later showed informant 
an Invoice which ho had concocted himself on Paul*s Tailor 
Shop stationery indicating that he was going to ask $320 
from the Martinizing service. Informant pointed out that 
actually this would not tend to implicate PAUL VESCOVO, 
operator of Paul's Tailor Shop, and that CLIFFORD apparently 
had illicitly obtained a piece of PAUL'S stationery. 

CLIFFORD is still running heavy wit h "PIG GY" be - 3,5 
(previsuialy identified by PD undercover agent I I code b7c - 3,5 
name l j as one of the strongest pushers of marijuana b7D 1 
in the Beale Street area) . 

"PIGGY" has two brothers who look very much like 
him. One of the brothers runs with RICHARD NEELY, brother 
of DON NEELY, both of whom have been close associates of 
CHARLES CABBAGE and CLIFFORD TAYLOR in the Downtown 
Association faction of the Black Organizing Project, during 
the summer of 1968. 

Informant recently saw one of "PIGGY'S" brothers 
in front of a drug store at Lauderdale and Parkway. 

"PIGGY" has a brother who has a late model Bulck, 
and the other Beale Street pusher who has sold a lot of 
marijuana to Invaders, JIGGS or GIGGS, was recently observed 
in an old car with a drive-out tag, the tag number being 
unascertainable . 

It is obvious that "PIGGY" is also a pimp in the 
Beale Street area, pimping numerous Negro girls. 

DON NEELY, brother of RICHARD NEELY, who has been 
in an AWOL status, has disappeared. His whereabouts is 
not known. 

On the evening of 9/26/68 VERDELL "GEE-GEE" 

BROOKS, MARRELL McOOLLOUGH, both of the Invaders, were 
around collecting money to buy food to take to Invaders 
JOHN HENRY FERGUSON and JOHN B. SMITH, who are currently 
in jail on peace bonds. 

Also, EMMETT HOUSE of the Invaders, and JAMES 
E. PHILLIPS, a former Invader, were collecting money for 
food for these individuals, and it appears that these 
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individuals are using this as a pretext to raise money 
for their own benefit, telling businessmen and others 
that they are raising money to take food to the prisoners, 

GERALD FAN I ON has purchased a liquor store 
on South Lauderdale near Parkway. FAN ION is still 
West Tennessee Director of Tennessee Council on Human 
Relations. He purchased the liquor store through 
money provided by a silent partner, TOMMY WILLIS, 
Comptroller of the Universal Life Insurance Company, and 
brother of the prominent Memphis Negro attorney and 
State Legislator ARCHIE W. WILLIS, JR. 

FAN ION has recently taken cigarettes to some of 
the Invaders who are in the Memphis and Shelby County 
Jails. 

At the infancy of the Memphis City Hospital 
strike, sponsored by the American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), LARRY LARUE 
DAVIS of the Invaders attempted to get into the strike 
in order to make some money, which they hoped would be 
provided by the union, but T. O. JONES, president of 
Local 1733 of the union, ran LARRY DAVIS and ARTHUR 
NORWOOD away from the union headquarters, stating that 
he did not trust them. 

Informant heard LARRY DAVIS was recently back 
in jail and his parents have no control over him. His 
father is allegedly a minister and his mother allegedly 
teaches in the Memphis Public School system. 

CLINTON ROY JAMERSON, a recent Le Moyne College 
student, not now in school, who lives in North Memphis, 
is ostensibly seriously trying to get a job. 

Another Invader who is to be reckoned with in 
informant's opinion in the future is MELVIN SMITH, who 
has actually done a lot of reading concerning the 
Afro-American movement, and is probably more studious 
than the average Invader. MELVIN seems to be somewhat 
serious in hoping to get a job as he wants to become 
self-sufficient . 

JAMERSON claimed that JAMES E. PHILLIPS, an 
associate, my get a scholarship to a school in the 
Philadelphia area which specialises in social studies. 
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A singing group called the "Ovations" headed 
by LOUIS WILLIAMS are now going around the downtown area 
claiming to be members of the Black Muslims or the 
Nation of Islam. This group in the past has been strong 
users of Robitussinac, the codiene based cough syrup, 
which so many Negroes like. 

AL BELL, an official of Stax Records, who is 
a Negro and who has considerable philosophical interest, 
has been a strong supporter of JOHN GARY WILLIAMS, one 
of the invaders and lead singer in the singing group 
which records for Stax known as "Mad Lads" and is the one 
who got WILLIAMS out of jail on bond, WILLIAMS having been 
one of the three Invaders, the others being WOMAX LEE 
STEVENSON and BEN BERRY, all three charged with the 
rifle sniping of a Memphis Police officer on the night 
of 8/23/68. 


EMMETT HOUSE is still loafing. 

WILLIE WINE recently indicated that he and 
MELVIN SMITH can get $100 a week extortion money from 
the D&F Liquor Store at Trigg and Florida, which is 
located some 23 feet south of the Negro Baptist Church 
just north of it on Florida Street. 

Recently CHARLES HARRINGTON and VERDELL BROOKS 
indicated that the Invaders are keeping EDWINA JEANETTA 
HARRELL, girlfriend of CHARLES CABBAGE, in the background 
due to the fact that both she and CABBAGE are out on bond 
on third degree burglary charges. 

A few days prior to interview, informant observed 
CHARLES CABBAGE driving the black or navy blue 1966 model 
Chevrolet Super Sport Coupe owned by school teacher, 

JOHN W. WHITE, a male Negro. CABBAGE had a lot of people 
in this car, and informant did not ascertain their 
identities. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

. SAC (157-1067) DAT E: 11/22/68 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) , aka 
. RM 


On 10/9/68 1 | advised writer that b D 

Black Powerite CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR is still driving his 
1966 white Impala Super Sport hardtop convertible with the 
"souped-up'* engine. He is not working, has a lot of 
expensive clothes, and runs with the Beale Street character 
who has previously sold "Muhammad Speaks" but who apparently 
is not a member of NOI and who is considered by Informant 
to be a Beale Street hustler. TAYLOR has also been seen by 
informant in the 300 block of Beale Street with the individual 
known as "PIGGY," not further identified, who ha s bee n b6 

identified by PD undercover agent I 1 (codo name ! \ on b 7 c 
several occasions during the summer of 1968 as a pusher of 
marijuana and legend drugs in the Beale street area. 
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FBI AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL' BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
November 23, 1968 


RE: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT; 

racial matters 


On November 21, 1968, a first and second source 
advised that LeMoyne-Owen College, 825 Walker Avenue, 

Memphis, Tennessee, a Negro institution, has approximately 
625 students. This is a private school and that prior to 
November 21, 1968, there had been no student disturbances 
at the school during the 1968-69 school year. 

Sources advised that during the week ending 
November 15, 1968, LeMoyne had "Inquiry Week" bringing 
in a series of outside speakers to discuss current issues 
of the day and that on November 15, .1968, Colby Vernon 
Smith, one of the original founders of the Black Organizing 
Project (BOP), Memphis, Tennessee, a characterization of 
which is attached hereto, told the-students they were not 
doing enough and that they should initiate some action to 
assert their independence of the school administration. 

Beginning during the week commencing November 18, 
1968, some of the older students had presented a series 
of demands to President I^ollis F. Price, Owen-LeMOyne College, 
seeking better food in the school cafeteria, cheaper food 
prices, more off campus activities to be permitted on 
campus, and a greater student participation in the overall 
operation of the school. 

These sources advised that beginning November 21, 
1968, some of the students began a mild protest whereby 
they would take turns sitting in the halls of Brownlee 
Hall, the main administration building, and that many of 
them would come in and sit in the unoccupied chairs of 
the reception room of Dr. Price’s office. No physical 
interference or disruptive tactics transpired on November 
21, 1968, until in the early afternoon thereof, Lance 
"Sweet Willie Wine" Watson, current leader of the Invaders. 

a cell of the BOP, came to the campus in an effort 

inject the Invaders into the student unrest. 

On November 22, 1968, sources one and two as, ^ 
well as sources three and four all advised that 
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since learned that on November 21, 1968, that Watson called 
a meeting of the students and that some of the students 
saw fit to meet with him and that when one of the students, 
since identified as Robert Carter, commented that he did 
not want to hear that "crazy" Watson talk that one of 
Watson*s Invader associates, identity not known, described 
as wearing a beret and a gold ear ring, pulled a pistol 
on Carter threatening him with physical injury if he did 
not attend the meeting. 

Sources advised that this information later got 
to Dr. Hollis F. Price and that the lad with the Invaders 
who pulled the pistol bragged to Dr. Price that he had 
been the one who pointed the pistol at one of Dr. Price’s 
students. 


All four sources advised that no charges have 
been placed against this person and that, thus far, the 
LeMoyne officials feel that they can handle the situation 
without calling in the assistance of the Memphis Police 
Department . 

On November 22, 1968, a fifth source advised that 
it had been reliably learned that the Invader who pulled 
the pistol on Robert Carter was Robert Lee Wilson, also 
known as "Corn Bread," born August 7, 1949, Memphis, 
Tennessee; parent, R. L. Wilson; residence, 139 West Fields, 
Memphis . 


On November 22, 1968, Professor R. B. Thompson, 
Carver High School, Memphis, Tennessee, advised that 
Robert Lee Wilson had entered Carver on August 30, 1962, 
and had been dismissed from school during the school year 
of 1965-66 due to the fact that ho kicked a teacher in 
the groin. 


Later on November 22, 1968, source five advised 
that he had learned that Lance Watson and some of his 
Invader associates were going back to LeMoyne to create 
a disturbance. 

On the afternoon of November 22, 1968, sources 
one and five advised that Watson and some of his followers 
had gone to LeMoyne, some having wooden sticks or billyclubs 
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in their possession, to the student center stating that 
they were seeking Robert Carter and were going to "whip" 
him because he had dared "finger" "Corn Bread" to Dr. 

Price. Source five and source one later advised that 
nothing transpired as a result of this visit by Watson 
and his group. 

On first learning of this information, it was 
immediately disseminated to Lt. E. H. Arkin, Intelligence 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, who later on the 
afternoon of November 22, 1968, advised that ho had 
checked the area upon receiving the in for nation and had 
seen Watson and one of his associates leaving the general 
area of the LeMoyne campus and that to date no calls for 
assistance had been received by the Memphis Police Department 
on behalf of any of the LeMoyne personnel. 

On November 22, 1968, source four advised that a 
meeting of the LeMoyne~Owen Alumni ; was to be held on the 
night of November 22, 1968, and that some of the LeMoyne 
students planned to picket this meeting and, after the 
termination of the meeting wanted to meet with the alumni 
to present some of their demands hoping that the influence 
of the alumni would prevail upon tfre administration to* 
accede thereto. This information was also furnished to 
Lt. Arkin upon receipt. 

Also this information was disseminated to William 
Bray of the llltfc Military Intelligence Group, Third Army, 
Memphis, Tennessee. 
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DEC LAS S I F I CAT I ^WiTHO PI T Y BERjVED FP.OH: 
FBI AUT OlfAI I C iff^LAS SIFICATIO nI QUID E 


Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 


FBI 

Date: 11/23/68 
PLAINTEXT 

(Type in plain text or code) 


( Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-8460) 


FROM: 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) (P) 


SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka 

Invaders ; 

RM • 

Re Memphis letterhead memorandum dated 11/15/68. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies of LHM 
captioned as above and dated 11/23/68. 

Copies of LHM are being furnished to regional 
offices of Military Intelligence, U. S. Attorney and 
U. S. Secret Service, Memphis, Tennessee. 



Source Two 1 


3-Bureau (Encs. 11) (RM) 

/fl^Memphis 

(1 - 157-1067 BOP) 

(1 - 157-556 Possible Racial Violence Major Urban Areas) 

(1 - 157-1423 - BUF) 

(1 - 157-1458 - bf 

(1 - 157-1583 -J , b 

(1. - 170-117 -| ■ b 

m- 170-70 - SUB. ME 338-R) „ 

a : mitL" 

(1 - 134-36 -| I csfW 

(1 - 66-1687 SUB- A - Dissemination File) 




WHL : PEH 
(14) / 




«GBtI 
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Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 
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In Reply, Pleas* Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
November 27, 1968 



Re; BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), 

RACIAL NATTERS 

STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SDS 


On November 23, 1968, a first source advised that the 
students at LeMoyrjp-Owen College, Memphis, Tennessee, after three 
days of minor disturbances, during which a local grpup of Negroes 
headed by Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson and his group which 
ho interchangeably calls the Invaders and the Black United Frpnt, 
had appeared on the campus intiaidatinr students, during which 
tine one of the Invaders pulled a pistol on one of ttye I^eMoyne 
students. The source advised that the LeMoyne students had 
presented to the administration a series of demands which included 
opening certain college buildings for longer hours, chapgfng the 
way grade point averages are computed, lowering cafeteria prices, 
lowering tuition, improving tbs book store, adding more black 
history courses, and ending required attendance at assemblies. 

Source one stated that the faculty and administration 
would meet on Monday, November 25, 1968, to consider these demands. 


On November 25, 1968, a second source advised that 
on November 22, 1968, members of the Invaders who are now using 
the interchangeable name, Black United Front (BUF), met, including 
Melvin Smith, Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson, John Charles 
Smith, Lewis Welch, Chiquita Smith, also known as Chaceatuh Smith, 

Roy Lee Turks, and Maurice Lewis, at LeMoyne-Owen College where 
they were joined by Coby Vernon Smith, one of the original 
1967 formers of the Invaders and who is now a student at Southwestern 
College at Memphis. Also present were Dennis Henderson and Willie 
Taylor, along with (First Name Unknown) Fisher, a senior at LeMoyne 
College, and one Willie (Last Name unknown), a student at 
LeMoyne College. The abovement ioned ind iv idua lsrmetn w it h 
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one Donald Payne Stone, a Field Representative of the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (gNCC) of Atlanta, 
Georgia, who discussed the student grievances at LeMoyne- 
Owen College, it being understood that Coby Vernon Smith 
had originally goaded the students into making these demands 
when he spoke at "Inquiry Week" on November 15, 1968, 

(Characterizations of the Black Organizing Projept 
(BOP), Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), and the SNCC 
are set forth in the Appendix Section of this communication,) 

COBY VERNON SMITH 


On June 5, 1967, a tenth source advised that C<)by 
Smith attended the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) 

National Committee Plenum held at 783 Broadway, 

New York City, New York, June 2, 3 and 4, 1967, 

(The SWP has been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to Executive Order 10450,) 

The sscond source stated that the student name*) Fisher 
was in favor of settling the grievances and did not want any 
violence, stating that he had insufficient student support to 
do anything of a violent or dramatic nature, Melvin Smith 
of the Invaders and BUF was overheard to say that he wanted to 
"kill crackers and Uncle Toms" and Coby Smith then stated that 
they had enough students to do this and that they could do 
anything they wanted to do or made up their minds to do. 

Later on the evening of November 22, 1968, Lance 
"Sweet Willie Wine" Watson, Lewis Welch, and Chaceatuh Smith, 
the Secretary of the Invaders, tried to convince Fisher that 
he needed outside help in his problem; and Donald Stpne stated 
that this is in effect a small but definitely black revolution 
and that a similar revolution is going on all over the United 
States, Stone further stated that in order to be successful 
in this regard any internal movement such as student unrest 
must have the help of outsiders, and that it needed to be turned 
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into a community effort, 

Donald Stone left the meeting with Coby Smithy and 
•Willie Wine*' stated "We are the Invaders and the black people’s 
army. He further stated to Fisher, ,r We are going to help you 
whether you want us to or not." 

At this point, LeMoyne-Owen College student, Dennis 
Henderson, appeared to become the leader of the student movement 
and told "Willie Wine" that he wanted Wine and the Ipvaders 
to help them, as the students needed all the help they coujld 
get. Willie Taylor volunteered to get together at least 20 
male Negroes on the LeMoyne campus to protect all of the students 
who would take part in any demonstration against the school, 

Dennis Henderson stated that beginning at 8:30 a,m, qn Monday, 
November 25, 1968, that they would break up into different 
groups and disrupt LeMoyne and the classes being held therein, 
and that at 10:30 a,m, they would call a mass meetipg and 
would then decide how to disrupt classes and harass the faculty 
and administration. He stated that at 4:40 p.m. , November 25^ 
1968, the faculty was to have a meeting in the library to discuss 
student grievances, that the students would take the grievances 
to the faculty at this time, and that if they did not get a 
favorable answer, they would lock the library and hold the facpjlty 
participants as hostages. 

Source two advised that on November 23, 1968, a group 
of members of the Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) met. 
Included in this group were Memphis State University (MSU) 
students. Laura C. Ingram and Cynthia Berman, along with Laupra C. 
Ingram's boy friend, with whom she is living at 174 Somerville, 
John Martin Gardner, III, and John Ash, the operator of a 
Planters Peanut stand on South Main Street. Also in this group 
were Ann Twiggs, Memphis State University student; Kathleen 
Summerall, Memphis State University student; Muriel Patterson, 
Negro female, the girl friend of Edward M. Carter, Jr,, also 
known as ’Ted" Carter, who is one of the SDS leaders; and 
James Earl Gaylord, who is a night student at Memphis State 
University and an employee of the Collection Department, 

Internal Revenue Service, u, S. Treasury Department, Memphis, 
Tennessee, This group subsequently split up with Laura Ingram, 
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John Gardner, Ann Twiggs, and Kathleen Summerall going 
to the Invaders or Black United Front (BUF) office at the 
Clayborn Temple, AME Church, 280 Hernando Street, Memphis, 
Tennessee, At Clayborn Temple, they met with Invaders Lance 
Watson, Roy Turks, Lewis Welch, Chaceatuh Smith, John C. 

Smith, and one Marlene (last name unknown), a Negro female, 
and Robert Lee "Cornbread ” Wilson, Watson led a discussion 
as to what the group should do at LeMoyne College on November £5, 
1968, about the student grievances, Watson wanted the SDS 
to help them in the demonstrations. He stated that they planned 
to get the faculty locked in the library and that SDS could bring 
food and supplies to the Invaders and cooperative students who 
were engaged in this operation. Everyone agreed to do this 
and it was found that Ted Carter had planned a subsequent SDS 
meeting at Memphis State University November 25, 1968, at 
3:30 p,m, to plan further actions, 

James Earl Gaylord stated that he would bring up ^h? 
discussion of support of the LeMoyne students at this meeting 
and was positive that everyone would go along with this, 
at which time Lance ’’Sweet Willie Wine” Watson stated that 
the black power people were depending upon the assistance of 
SDS. 


Also on the morning of November 25, 1968, a third 
source advised that he had learned over the weekend that Dennis 
Henderson, the LeMoyne student leader, had been meeting with 
one Frank Brewer, Choir Director of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) Freedom Singers, a recent arrival 
in Memphis from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Frank Brewer had 
come to Memphis with one Donald Stone, a Field Representative 
of SNCC from Atlanta, Georgia, who source three described as 
being about 32 to 35 years of age, bearded, high Afro hair, 
medium brown complexion, a male Negro, 6 feet tall, husky or. 
fat in build, weighing approximately 220 pounds, and wearing 
steel-rimmed granny glasses, who had come to Memphis apparently 
at the behest of Coby Vernon Smith, who was one of the original 
founders of the BOP movement in Memphis, Tennessee, during 1967. 
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The third source advised that some of the origipal 
Invaders who had not been active in Invader activity in the 
past three months, namely Charles Harrington and some of 
his associates, had indicated that they, too, planned to 
inject themselves into the student demands at LeMoyne-Owep 
x Col lege . 


Source three confirmed the fact that Wine and his 
group had met with a LeMoyne student committee on the afternoon 
and evening of Saturday, November 23, 1968, to make plans for 
their action on November 25, 1968, This group was particularly 
angry because when some of the students had tried to lay down 
in the halls during the previous week in order to harass the 
administration at LeMoyne, a white male who is a teacher 
of Philosophy and Religion named Paul Hays had allegedly 
stepped on the chest of one of the students who was laying 
in the hall and this angered the black students. Source three 
stated that it was obvious that the situation which touched 
off the student demands was the chidings of Coby Vernon Smith 
made during "Inquiry Week," wherein he told the LeMoyne-Owen 
students that they were not doing anything, that they were 
traitors to their race, that they should rise up and assert 
themselves and make known their demands for settlement of 
grievances to the administration of the college. 

On November 25, 1968, source one stated that he wa^ 
aware of the fact that the students might try fo take over 
one or more of the LeMoyne buildings or hold some of the 
faculty members hostage and that he did not desire to have 
anyone arrested unless absolutely necessary and that he felt 
that the LeMoyne officials could work out their own problems, 
provided there were not too many outside agitators who 
injected themselves into it. He pointed out that LeMoyne 
has approximately seven hundred students, all but a few of 
whom are Negroes, and that LeMoyne has approximately seventy 
faculty and staff members. He stated that the faculty would 
meet with some of the students around 4:30 p.m. , November 25, 
1968, to discuss demands. Later source one stated that the 
meeting had been moved up until 2 p.m. in order to get 
most of the meeting over during daylight hours. 
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On November 25, 1968, source four basically confirmed 
information furnished by source one, adding that the students 
were being advised that they might lose their Federally secured 
student loans if they engaged in disruptive activities. 

On November 25, 1968, a fifth source advised 
that the SDS group hard core had met around 3:30 p.m. at 
the Westminster House, a Presbyterian student center adjacent 
to the Memphis State University (MSU) campus, in a meeting 
which lasted from approximately 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m, on 
November 25, 1968, to discuss plans to participate in the 
demonstrations at LeMoyne College. This meeting was chaired 
by Edward M. "Ted" Carter, Jr., who was assisted by James Ear}, 
Gaylord and Laura C. Ingram. Pertinent attendees in additiop 
to those listed above were Kathleen Summerall, Warren Wayne 
Zapp, Robert Rutman, Ann Twiggs, Thomas J, McAllister, 

Michael Holliday, Virginia Dow, one John or Mike Gambill 
(phonetic), and Richard Moon, a Presbyterian Minister who 
is Director of the Westminster Houses and a theological 
student, Robert Matlock, both of whom are members of the 
local chapter of SDS, according to source five. 

Also meeting with them was David Acey who is the 
Coordinator of the Black Student Association (BSA), a group 
of Memphis State University (MSU) Negro students who are 
affiliated with the over-all black power group in Memphis 
known as the Black Organizing Project (BOP). 

It was brought out at the meeting that Lance W&tson 
who is head of the Invaders had invited SDS to help in the 
LeMoyne demonstrations through the intervention of Ted Carter, 
Laura Ingram, and James Earl Gaylord; and it was brought out 
that the SDS group would primarily furnish food, blankets, 
and equipment for the Invaders and key LeMoyne student 
participants who would engage in any disruptive or sit-in 
activities on the LeMoyne campus. 
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At approximately 4:45 p.m. , parts of this group 
took off en route to the LeMoyne campus, including Virginia 
Dow, Thomas McAllister, Laura Ingram, and Ann Twiggs, along 
with Kathleen Summerall, Robert Rutman, Michael Holliday, 
and Edward M. Carter, Jr, The bulk of this group joined the 
LeMoyne students who by this time had conducted a sit-in 
in the Main Administration Building known as Brown Lee Hall. 
The students locked the doors from the inside, and would not 
allow any unauthorized person inside the building, and a 
small group was contacted by a Negro on a motorcycle who 
talked to Willie Wine and some of the students and who was 
riding the area getting reinforcements. This Negro wears 
a black glove beneath which is a large ring to which is 
attached a hooked knife blade. 

Inside the Administration Building, it was decided 
that the group, by this time consisting of a group of Invaders, 
members of the SDS, and a few LeMoyne students, would sit in 
the building and occupy it until the administration met all 
of the student demands. In the meantime, Lance Watson and 
some of his associates toured the neighborhood going into 
the LeMoyne Gardens Housing Project operated by the Memphis 
Housing Authority (MHA) and occupied exclusively by Negroes 
seeking help. 

He apparently received very little response, 

Willie Wine stated that he planned to break the 
city down into districts and that each district would have 
an Invaders leader who would be responsible for getting help 
for such situations as this. 

Around 6:30 p.m. , November 25, 1968, according tq 
source five, Willie Wine and some of the Invaders went to the 
Invaders or BUF Headquarters in the southeast corner of 
Clayborn Temple AME Church where there were approximately 
six to ten Negroes present, plus a young male white of 
medium height, with red hair, and wearing horn-rimmed glasses. 
There they obtained a .22 caliber rifle, to which was attached 
a telescopic sight, two boxes of ,22 caliber long ammunition, 
a single-barrel shotgun and a box of ammunition which was hid 
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under the couch. It was observed that this office was well 
equipped with chairs, typewriters, photo-copiers, Mimeograph 
machines, a television, radio, desk and file cabinet. At 
least one of the Invaders, identity not known, had a pistol 
on him and they had two or three machetes. 

Some of the Invaders suggested that the Invaders 
who had arms should surround the LeMoyne campus which is 
quite small and if the Police Department attempted to invade 
the campus to conduct arrests, that they should snipe or 
shoot the police officers. 

Shortly thereafter, the group of Invaders who had 
the weapons went to LeMoyne and ostensibly entered the Main 
Administration Building, Brown Lee Hall, 

Later during the evening, Ann Twiggs, Kathleen Sumiperall, and 
Laura Ingram took turns going out into the city to buy groceries 
and to obtain blankets and other supplies for the demonstrators 
who were to remain inside the building throughout the nigh^. 

Also it was learned by source five that Willie Wine 
as a part of psychological warfare filled several beer bottles 
with water but let the LeMoyne officials see these and gave 
them the impression that they were filled with gasoline and 
could be used to firebomb the building, thereby burning it 
down. 


At approximately 5;05 p.m, , November 25, 1968, a 
sixth source advised that it had been determined that the 
Brown Lee Hall had been secured and taken over by approximately 
twenty LeMoyne students, assisted by some of the members of 
the SDS and Invaders, The' sixth source advised that they had 
tied the inside doors with ropes so that they could not be 
unlocked fromthe outside and had reluctantly permitted the 
switchboard operator and other officials who were still in the 
building to leave the building unmolested. 
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Around 5:30 p,m. , November 25, 1968, Detective 
Mary Sample, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police 
Department,, advised that things were relatively quiet on the 
campus and that captain John Molnar of the Special Services 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, who was on the scene, 
had talked to people of the administration who had originally 
requested that the Police Department run off the campus all 
nonstudents but when the official was advised that someone 
would have to swear out warrants charging them with trespassing 
the official refused to swear out the warrants. 

During the next hour, source six advised that the 
group continued to hold the administration building. 


At 6:40 p,m, , Lieutenant E, H. Arkin, Intelligence 
Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised that there were 
approximately 40 to 50 students milling around the outside 
of Brown Lee Hall, that the inside of the building appeared 
to be well secured by the students who had taken over the 
building, but that the students were not blocking the library, 
where the faculty had been meeting. 


Also Detective 


Intelligence Bureau, 


Memphis Police Department, advised that he had seen Reverend 
Richard M. Moon and Robert Matlock, both members of the SDS, 
at the corner of McDowell and walker on the northwest corner 
of the college campus, and that several Invaders, including 
Lance Watson, Lewis Welch, Roy Turks, and John Charles Smith, 
were in the area and had been going in and out of the 
Administration Building, He stated that he had also observed 
Ann Twiggs and Kathleen Summerall going in and out of the 
building, along with Ted Carter. 
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I | advised that at approximately b7r _ 5 

6:30 p.m. , the Police Department pulled their uniformed 
officers off the campus since the LeMoyne bfficials had 
seen fit not to have any of the demonstrators arrested. 

■ About 7:30 p.m, , Detect ivel I adv ised that a b6 _ 3 5 

1 at LeMoyne College, named T I had come out b 7 C _' 3 ,5 

and stated that he had heard Watson and his associates say 
that they might burn Brown Lee Hall during the night, 

Davis estimated that there w«e approximately 15 SDS people 
in the building and approximately 10 to 15 Invaders;, 

At approximately 9 p.m,, a seventh source advised 
that the faculty meeting had broken up a short while earlier 
and that the faculty meeting had not arrived at any, definite 
conclusion. The seventh source advised further that the 
faculty had apparently been willing to give some of the 
concessions to the students, that the students allowed 
the faculty to leave unmolested, and that Dr, Hollis 
Price, President of LeMoyne College, had gone into the 
Administration Building in an effort to talk to the striking 
students who were holding the building. 

i 

At about 9:15 p.m,, an eighth source advised that 
the Invaders and SDS members had taken over the building aqd 
that they were primarily staying in the halls, although they 
were attempting to get into some of the locked offices. 

He stated that there were about thirty LeMoyne students 
remaining in the building and that he had heard one of them 
saying that they will get gasoline and burn down the building. 

The Invaders were attempting to brainwash the students by 
insisting that they not relent in their demands on the 
administration. 

Also the Invaders were overheard to urge the 
students to break into the offices and destroy equipment 
therein. 
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It was determined also by source eight that various 
sympathetic students and supporters were coming in and out 
of the building with food, although no one else was allowed 
in the building, other than Dr. Hollis Price, Source eight 
further advised that, the students and the Invaders were 
ganged around Dr, Price attempting to verbally intimidate 
him into signing an agreement which would permit them to 
leave, and that Dr. Price told them that he did not have 
the authority to sign this without the consent of the 
faculty committee. 

Source eight stated that there were approximately 
ten girls in the building, about four of whom were white, 
and that he had heard that some of them had indicated that 
if they did not get what they wanted not, they might start 
something later on which the college would regret, but they 
did not elaborate. 

At approximately 10 p.m, , Detective Mary Sample, 
supra, advised that she had learned that Robert Matlock of 
the SDS had been allowed into the building and was inside 
with Dr. Price talking to some of the students and that it 
had been reliably reported that several of the people in the 
building had pistols and some had long-bladed knives. 

At approximately 10:45 p.m., source three advised 
that there were approximately 40 students and supporters, 
primarily Invaders and members of the SDS, holding Brown Lee 
Hall in a state of seige and that they definitely had a 
single-barrel 12 -gauge shotgun, a rifle with a telescopic 
sight, a bayonet, at least one Derringer, and one pistol, 
possibly a ,32 or ,38 caliber. 
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Source Three stated that the group was not holding 
Dr. Price hostage but that they were attempting to break him 
down by verbal Intimidation. Source Three stated that among 
those who were in the building during the evening were 
definitely identified as Reward M. (Ted) Carter, Jr., 

Laura Ingram, Kathy Summerall, and Invaders such as Lance 
Watson, Roy Lee Turks, Robert Lee , "Cornbread" Wilson, 

Melvin Smith, and John Charles Smith, and Maurice Lewis, 
and an older male Negro, gray-headed, in his early 50*s, 
whose name is tentatively James Pegues, who may possibly 
be serving as a financial adviser for the Invaders and 
who has been seen with them recently. This group indicated 
that they intend to stay in the building during the entire 
night of November 25 and early morning of November 26, 1968. 
Source Three did not feel that they would actually harm 
anyone, although he felt that if they drank enough and got 
sufficiently emotionally involved, they might damage some 
of the property and might even burn the property. 

At about 11:00 p.m., Frank Holloman, Director of 
Fire and Police, Memphis Police Department, advised that 
he had been able to talk by telephone with Dr. Price, who 
stated that he was in the building and that he thought be 
would' stay until about midnight and then return to his hpme . 

At approximately 1:00 a.m., the first source 
advised that it had been reliably learned that Dr. Pr^ce 
had been unsuccessful in his efforts to get the students 
to voluntarily leave the building and that no definite 
agreement had been reached with them. The first source 
stated it was .learned that Dr. Price would possibly consider 
around 8:30 to 9:00 a.m., November 26, 1968, whether or not 
to call in the Memphis Police Department to evict the students 
with the understanding that Price would have to swear out 
warrants charging them with trespass and that he did not 
want to be responsible for a lot of mass arrests, particularly, 
of some of his own students. 

It was learned from Source One that Lance Watson 
was the main spokesman for the Invaders and was encouraging 
the LeMoyne students, some of whom had mixed emotions, to 
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stand up to Dr* Price. While Price was in the building, 
Source One learned that Malcom Blackburn, Pastor, Clayborn 
Temple, who is also Field Organiser of the American 
Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees 
Union and who has voluntarily given space to the Invaders 
in the rear of his church, was permitted in the building 
by the Invaders, and that also while Price was in the 
building, SDS member Robert Matlock came in and urged the 
SDS people not to engage in any acts of violence lest this 
hurt their image in Memphis. Source One stated that he 
had also been reliably informed that the faculty had 
taken under advisement the student demands and would meet 
later on November 26, 1968, to further discuss them and 
that the two ringleaders on the part of the students were 
Dennis Henderson, a male student, and (First Name Unknown) 
Blackburn, a female student. 

On the early morning of November 26, 1968, Source 
Two advised that approximately 35 to 40 people were still 
in the building early that morning, that about 15 or 20 were 
students, the rest being members of the Invaders or SDS. 
Source Two stated that they had three *22 caliber rifles, 
all on the second floor, on various corners thereof, and 
that they were all manned by Invaders who had them pointed 
where they could point out the windows and shoot if 
necessary anyone who attempted to rush the building. 

They also had three hand guns during the night, all of the 
weapons ostensibly being handled by only the Invaders and 
not by the students or SDS people. 

People who Source Five learned had been 
in and out of the building during the siege and in support 
thereof were Morgan McCraw, male Negro, Memphis State 
University student, SDS member, and Black Student Association 
member; Melvin. Smith, of the Invaders; Lance Watson, of the 
Invaders; Robert Lee "Cornbread" Wilson, of the invaders; 

John C. Smith, of the Invaders; Maurice Lewis, of the 
Invaders; Kathy Sunmerall ; Edward M. Carter, Jr.; and 
Ann Twiggs, of SDS; and that Dick Moon and Robert Matlock 
had been in the area, and that Matlock had at one time 
come in and attempted to keep the SDS students from engaging 
in any acts of violence. 
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Moon and Matlock were primarily there to counsel 
the SDS people. 

Later on the morning of November 26, 1968, 

Source Four advised that the Invaders and certain students 
still had control of the Administration Building and were 
telling students to not come to class and to boycott the 
school. Also on November 26, 1968, Source Three advised 
in more detail that the Invaders, while in the building, 
had hoped to have a confrontation with the police, such as 
the Black Panthers had done in California, in order to get 
publicity. Source Three advised that the Invaders and SDS 
people had definitely taken over the demonstration, taking 
it away from the students, and that they were merely 
"using the students" preying upon their emotions. 

He indicated that at least 25 to 30 had been 
in the building during the night, led primarily by Lance 
Watson. He stated that some of Watson *s key members, 
Maurice Lewis, Melvin Smith, Roy Lee Turks, and James 
Phillips (former LeMoyne student and one of the original 
founders of the BOP in Memphis) had also been with them. 
Also, James Pegues and one William Bell, possibly of either 
the Invaders or Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
had been with them. He stated that among SDS people were 
Edward M. Carter, Jr., Richard Moon, Laura Ingram, Ann 
Twiggs, Robert Matlock, and Muriel Joy Patterson, female 
Negro and common-law wife of Carter. He also stated that 
Malcom Blackburn of the Clayborn Temple had been in and 
out of the building during the night. This source pointed 
out that as psychological warfare, Wine had put water in 
beer bottles and had attempted to lead people to believe 
that these were gasoline firebombs. 

This source stated that one of the derringers 
which had been in the Invaders* possession had four 
barrels. Source also learned that Donald Stone, Field 
Representative of SNCC, ostensibly brought to Memphis by 
Coby Vernon Smith, had spoken to a small group of LeMoyne 
students at a meeting on the LeMoyne campus, Friday, 
November 22, 1968, and that Stone has not been seen in 
the last day or so, nor had Coby Smith made an appearance. 
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He stated that Melvin Smith seemed to be in charge of the 
security guards at the doors. He stated that the students 
became very bitter and very emotional, particularly the 
girls, and that they unleased numerous obscenities at 
Dr. Price. 


At 9:30 a.m«, November 26, 1968, Source Nine 
advised that allegedly the students had pulled the phone 
lines going into the Administration Building and had 
taken over the Science Building at the corner of 
McDowell and Walker. Dr. Price had called a faculty 
meeting for 10:30 a.m. and also hoped to meet with 
student leaders at that time, and was about prepared 
to meet all of their demands except their demand that 
tuition be lowered. It appeared at this point that all 
of the whites, who allegedly were with SDS, had left the 
campus with the exception of Edward M. (Ted) Carter, Jr. 
Those who remained in the buildings were yelling 
obscenities at those outside, and Lance Watson and his 
group were carrying a Black Power flag around the campus, 
going from building to building. 

At 10;10 a.m., Source Nine advised that the 
Invaders, supported by a few students, had taken over the 
Co-op Building, giving them three buildings under their 
control, and that O. W. Pickett, a Negro political, leader, 
close associate of former Mayor William B. Ingram of 
Memphis, Tennessee, and bitter political opponent of 
current Memphis Mayor Henry Loeb, had brought a supply of 
food to the Invaders. 

At 1:20 p.m., November 26, 1968, Source Six 
advised that the dispute had been temporarily solved, 
that the students and Invaders had left the three 
buildings which they had been occupying approximately 
1:00 to 1:15 p.m., and that apparently they had done 
no perceptible damage to the buildings, and that after 
Dr. Price had talked to the students, the students had 
apparently talked the Invaders into voluntarily leaving 
in order to give the administration time to further 
consider the demands. Source Six volunteered that O. W. 
Pickett had brought food and supplies to those who were 
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occupying the buildings, and was observed to give the 
Black Power handshake to some of the Invaders. Source 
Six advised the students had broken into the Registrar's 
Office but apparently had done no property damaged 

Also on the early afternoon of November 26, 

1968, Source Nine advised that the students and Invaders 
had left the building at approximately 1:00 p.m. and that 
key persons identified were John C. Smith, Co by Smith, 
Maurice Lewis, Melvin Smith, Franketta Guinn (the only 
female Invader identified; who claimed to be a student at 
Le Moyne College) . Source Nine pointed out that Co by Smith 
was first seen with the occupiers on the morning of 
November 26 . Source Nine stated the news media was giving 
the incident considerable impetus and that NBC and CBS 
had sent television cameramen to the scene and that some 
of the students took delight in chasing the representatives 
of the news media, threatening to physically harm them. 
Source Nine stated that if definitely appeared that 
Rayford Adams of either CBS or NBC was in sympathy with 
the striking students. He kept chanting, "The press has 
got to go.” Source Nine pointed out that the faculty would 
have committee meetings on November 27 and again on 
November 29 to further discuss student demands. 

On November 26, 1968, Source Four advised that 
the students had met with the administration at approxi- 
mately 10:15 a.m., that the grievances had been explained 
pro and con, that the students thereafter had a huddle, 
were extremely close-mouthed but did agree to vacate the 
buildings provided classes be dismissed for the remainder 
of the week ending November 30, 1968, with the understanding 
that the administration would attempt to equitably adjust 
the grievances and bring back a final report to the students 
when classes are scheduled to resume at 8:30 a.m., Monday, 
December 2, 1968. 

This source advised that a cursory check of the 
buildings determined no perceptible damage. 
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As various developments outlined hereinbefore 
were developed, information was furnished to Lieutenant 
E. H. Arkin, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department; to U. S. Secret Service, Memphis, Tennessee 
and to David Pagono, 111th Military Ingelligence Group, 
Third Army, Memphis. 


Z' 
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Afro-Asaer icam .Brotherhood, 

Black Student Association, 
invaders, 

LeMoyne' Intercollegiate Chapter of the 
National Association for the Advancement 
”,of Colored People (NAACP), 

City Organisers 


On April 18, 1968, a first source advised that a 
black power group in Memphis which has been in existence for 
Favoral months,, has until recently been known as Black 
Organising Power, it is now known as Black Organizing Project 
(BOP), also known as Black Organising Power, with five cells 
or parts, known as (1) AfroMweric an Brotherhood (AAB) , 
primarily consisting of Owen College students; (2) Black 
Student Association (8SA), primarily consisting of Memphis 
State University (kSU) Negro students; (3) LeMoyne Inter- 
collegiate Chapter of the NAACP, consisting of LeMoyne 
College students; (4) 'the Invaders, consisting mostly of 
high school dropouts; and (5) tko City Organizers, comprised 
of , young adults. 

r AAB has about 12 members; BSA has about 20 members; 

the Invaders has about 15 members; the LeMoyne group has about 
20 members; and the city Orgasflgers has about 20 members. 

Source one advised that the BOP attempts to create 
pride in black identity, attempts to teach and promote the 
teaching of Negro history, and to promote black culture and 
obtain 'more employment for young Negroes. 


Cabbage, 


?h©_ ( Executive Secretary of BOP is Charles La verne 


I _ i 

l On February 16, 1968, Charles Laverne Cabbage 

-personally acknowledged being leader of BOP, claiming he 
is -the 1 Impetus ‘-of 'black power in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
that- BOP's purpose -is to stimulate in the young Negroes a 
sens© "of ,- black ^identity, -;black pride, and black consciousness, 
Ee *s2iid ; ;'.his ( group '’follows the teachings of studont Nonviolent 
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Coordinating Committee (SNCC) leaders H. Rap Brown and 
Stokely Carmichael but that BOP did not necessarily exist 
as a formal SNCC unit. CABBAGE further admitted he had made 
statements such as ’'Memphis should bo burned" and "Memphis 
should have a good race riot," but claimed he did not mean, 
these statements literally, merely endeavoring to shock the 
community into doing something to help the black race. 

On February 27, 1968, a second source advised 
that at a public meeting on February 26, 1968, the BOP 
Chairman John Burrell Smith told a Negro audience, "We’ve 
got to do some fighting,” and "You’d better get some guns. 
You’re going to need them before this is over,. ,You can’t pray 
your way out. " 

F 

On June 6,1968, the second source advised that BOP 
primarily consists of about 30 to 35 young college and high 
school students and school dropouts, unemployed and not looking 
.for work, who continually preach hatred of the white race 
and capitalistic economic system and advocating and predicting 
violence by blacks. The over-all plan of BOP, according to 
source two, is to scare the Memphis community leaders, both 
black and white, into fearing black militancy. The BOP 
leaders then hope to convince the community to fund them as 
a form of subtle blackmail whereby BOP can prevent racial 
violence. Source two said that BOP is more interested in 
publicity and money than in direct action, but is nevertheless 
preaching violence in an effort to scare the community. 
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STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMUTES 


Th© Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), 
headquartered at 360-362 Nelson Street, S. W,, Atlanta, Georgia, 
is a non os caber ship organization, which was born out of the 
sit-in movement that erupted across the South beginning 
in 1960. • * * 


Today SNCC identifies itself as an organization in 
the revolutionary vanguard. It advocates that to be successful 
it is necessary to develop a revolutionary ideology and 
revolutionary program. 

According to SNCC the year 1967 narked a historic 
milestone in the struggle for the liberation of black people 
in th© United States and the year that revolutionaries 
throughout the world began to understand more fully the impact 
of the black movement. SNCC declared that "liberation will 
come only when there is final destruction of this mad octopus— 
the capitalistic system of the United States with all its * 

life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism that choke 
the people of Africa, Asia, and Latin America, The realities 
of black life, together with the recognition instilled in SNCC 
workers forced its members to further popularize the legitimacy 
of self-defense and rebellions when oppression became too great." 

From May, 1966, until May, 1967, Stokely Carmichael 
was National Chairman of SNCC. As of July, 1968, Carmichael 
resided in Washington, D. C, , where he was affiliated with 
SNCC and active as temporary chairman of a black coalition 
group. In May, 1967, Carmichael was replaced by Hubert Geroid 
Brown, commonly known as H. Rap Brown, who served until 
Juno, 1968, 


In June, 1968, at the Staff and Central Committee 
meeting of SNCC hold in Atlanta, Georgia, it was decided to 
restructure the organization by equalization of responsibility 
by creating ten deputy or vice chairmanships. The > primary 
purpose for this change is to take law enforcement pressure off 
any single individual. 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

The Students for a Democratic Society ( SDS) , as 
it is known today, cars© into being at a founding convention 
held at Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962. The SDS is an 
association of young people on the left and has a current 
program of protesting the draft, promoting a campaign for 
youth to develop a conscientious objector status, denouncing 
United States intervention in the v?ar in Vietnam, and to 
1 'radically transform" the university community, and provide 
for its complete control by students. Gus Hall, General 
Secretary, Communist Party, USA, when interviewed by a 
representative of United Press International in San Francisco, 
California, on May 14, 1965, described the SDS as a part of the 
"responsible left" which the Party has "going for us." At 
the June, 1965, SDS National Convention, an anticommunist 
proviso was removed from the SDS constitution. In the 
October 7, 1966, issue of 'New Left Notes," the official 
publication of SDS, an SDS spokesman stated that there are 
some communists in SDS and they are welcome. The national 
headquarters of this organization as of July 24, 1968, was 
located in Room 206, 1608 West Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, 6 ' 
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This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI# It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not 
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BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka 
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Black United Front (BUF) 
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(Memphis file 157-1067) 
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STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 
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Re Memphis teletypes 11/25 and 11/26/68, 
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Source six 

Source seven 
Source eight 

Source nine 

Source ten 
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MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS, TKNN, 


ME 338-R 



[file 100-4394-44 


Will continue to closely follow this matter 
including activities of BOP and SDS. 
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in order to protect confidential informants and sources of 
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- 4 - 


FBI-Withers-1166 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY, IjSfilVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICAM^ GUIDE 
T* DATE 0Z-Z7-Z01Z R* 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Pleas* Refer to 
File No. 


Memphis, Tennessee 
December 4, 1968 



BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) ; 

RACIAL MATTERS; 

STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS); 
INTERNAL SECURITY - SDS 


Re; November 25 and 26, 1968, Disruption, 

LeMoyne-Owen College, Memphis, Tennessee 

Attention is directed to a communication made at > 
Memphis, Tennessee, dated November 27, 1968, setting forth 
the fact that a Black Organizing Project (BOP), also known as 
Invaders, and Students for a Democratic Society (SDS) coalition 
combined with a select small number of LeMoyne-Owen College 
students took over the administration building of this college 
oh the night of November 25, 1968, and on the morning of 
November 26, 1968, took over two additional buildings finally 
dispersing around 1 p,m. , November 26, 1968, agreeing to give 
the school administration a few days in which to further study 
and attempt to equitably settle a list of student demands for 
improvement on the campus and for more student participation 
in campus activities. 

Set forth hereinafter are subsequent developments. 


(A characterization of BOP and a characterization of 
SDS are set forth in the Appendix Section,) 


On November 29 , 1968, Lieutenant [ 


Intelligence Bureau,. Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
advised that at approximately 3 ;25. p,m, , November 26, 1968, 
after the students, BOP members, and SDS people had left the 
buildings: at LeMoyne-Owen College, .Squad Car 51 was called 
to answer a shooting call at Trigg and Mississippi Boulevard 
where it was determined through witnesses, that workmen located 
just south of LeMoyne-Owen College had heard what sounded like 

several shots; They looked up and saw three unidentified male 

' 
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Negroes running south from the vicinity of the school. 

The workmen saw other male Negroes running behind the three 
and these Negroes in turn were carrying shotguns and rifles. 

Some of the Negroes involved were observed to get into a two- 
tone blue Buick, license Az~2800, Tennessee, subsequently 
determined to be registered to one J, W, Wadlington of 
1541 Guasco, for a 1958 Rambler, and not a Buick, 

Davis pointed out that frequently licenses are transferred 
from one car to another without them bein g so re gistered 
with the Automobile Registration Bureau, | stated 

that later about 5:30 p, a, , while checking tne area, Officers 
J, C, Kellum and R, B, Bedford of the Memphis Police Department 
observed the above-described Rambler parked on LeMoyne Drive 
across from the college gymnasium. It was unoccupied at the 
time. They thereafter observed in the car a pamphlet listing 
student grievances and talked to two individuals who came up 
and identified themselves as the normal occupants of the car, 
namely, Gerald Robinson, male Negro, age 20, of 1541 Guasco, 
who stated he was the driver and owner of the car, and his 
companion, Jessie Chatman, male Negro, age 19, of 1561 Humbert, 
Both stated they were students at LeMoyne -Owen College, Both 
were reluctant at first to discuss what had happened early 
in the afternoon but finally did admit being involved in a 
shooting incident earlier that afternoon. They related to the 
interviewing officers that several of the Invaders had been 
roaming the LeMoyne-Owen College armed with shotguns and rifles 
with scopes affixed thereto; that the Invaders had become 
angry with them because they had told the Invaders they did 
not belong on the campus; and that the students at LeMoyne 
could handle the situation with regard to their grievances 
without the help of the Invaders, Several angry words were 
exchanged and at this time the Invaders chased the two students, 
along with another male Negro, name unknown, from the campus 
firing shots into the air, while doing so. 

Both Chatman and Robinson stated they did not know 
the Invaders by name but felt they could possibly identify 
them were they to see them again. 
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did not 


Detect ive 
wish to fil 


i 


stated that since these individuals 
any formal complaints with the Police 
Department that for the present no further investigation to 
his knowledge was being conducted by the Memphis Police Department 
relative to this incident. 


bo - 
b7C 


Also on December 2, 1968, it was ascertained from 
source one that following the November 26, 1968, incident at 
LeMoyne College when the Invaders headed by Lance "Sweet Willie 
Wine" Watson left the campus, Watson was overheard to state 
"We couldn't let them run us off. It would cost us some support," 
Watson, along with Lewis Welch of the Invaders, had also told 
of an alleged "shoot-out" at LeMoyne College earlier that* day 
stating that three LeMoyne students came on the campus and 
attacked them with blazing guns in an effort to run them, the 
Invaders, off the campus. They stated that they, the Invaders, 
returned the fire and ran the students off the campus, Watson 
and Welch indicated that John Charles Smith, an Invader and who 
is currently on parole from the state of California where he 
was charged in Los Angeles in 1966 with assault with a deadly 
weapon and who is currently residing with his mother and step- 
father, Mr. and Mrs. John Borden, at 2430 Vollentine, had 
done most of the shooting at these students with a ,22 caliber 
automatic rifle. They stated that another Invader, Robert Lee 
Wilson, also known as "Cornbread," residing 139 West Fields 
had shot at the students with a pistol. 

Source one added that Watson was pleased that the 
newspapers in Memphis had given so much coverage to the 
takeover of the campus and the part played in it by him and 
he particularly was pleased that they had talked about the 
"liberated areas," the buildings which had been taken over 
by the Invaders and their associates, Watson was also 
particularly pleased about the publicity shoeing the 
Invaders having a black power flag prominently displayed 
on the LeMoyne -Owen campus. 
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.Source one added that it has been reliably 
ascertained that within the past week Invaders Roy Lee Turks, 
John Charles Smith, Horace Hall, Maurice Levis, and one 
James E, Griffin have been engaging in target practice vith 
a .22 caliber automatic rifle. 

On December 3, 1968, Detective | ~ 

advised that the Homicide Bureau of the Memphis, Tennessee, 
Police Department is nov further investigating the purported 
shooting in the vicinity of the LeMoyne campus on the afternoon 
of November 26, 1968. 

On the evening of December 2, 1968, a second source 
advised that on the morning of December 2, 1968, the administra- 
tive staff and faculty committee of LeMoyne -Owen College had 
met vith the Student Council and had gone over the demands 
made by the students. The source advised that generally the 
Student Council and the faculty and administration had vorked 
out an equitable agreement vbereby most of the demands of the 
students were being met. This source stated that the administra- 
tion definitely had to refuse two of the demands, namely, 
that tuition be lowered and that public dances be permitted 
to be held on campus. The source pointed out that some of the 
issues will still remain in a discussion stage adding for 
example that an unlimited use of the school swimming pooL , 
cannot be permitted at this time due to safety measures and the 
lack of adequate lifeguards. Required assemblies will be 
abolished. The gymnasium will be open for students except 
when used by classes or organised teams. There will be more 
black curriculum offered including student participation in the 
upcoming Conference on African and Africa-American Studies at 
Atlanta University and the development for additional courses 
to provide for an inter-disciplinary minor in African Studies, 
The school will also attempt if possible to establish a 
campus health services. Prices in the cafeteria cannot be 
lowered at this time but efforts will be made to improve the 
cafeteria food and price structure. 
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Source two stated that some of the students 
will still in all probability boycott the cafeteria. 


Also on December 3 , 1968, Detect ive| | advised 

that he had determined through the Homicide Bureau, Memphis 
Police Department, that several of the Invaders had been 
arrested on November 30, 1968, in Memphis by the Memphis 
Police Department, Among these was James Edward Griffin, 
alias James Cordosya, listing his residence as 1057 walker, 
a male Negro, age 19, born October 16, 1949, who was 
arrested on request of the Document Squad, being arrested 
around 3:40 p.m, , when Officers W, H, White and A, Hall 
were cruising south on Hernando north of Linden Avenue 
about 3:40 p.m. and observed Griffin along with another 
male Negro walking south on Hernando, Griffin appeared 
to have a knife stapped on his right leg. Officers stopped 
Griffin to check to see what he possessed, at which time 
he started to pull the knife out and he was placed under 
arrest and transported to headquarters. The knife which 
he possessed was A machete with a 14-inch blade. Also 
found on his possession wore a colored sheath, two rounds 
of .22 caliber short ammunition and 59 rounds of ,22 caliber 
long rifle shells. Griffin told the arresting officers 
that he had been wearing this knife '\ip town all day M and 
that some of Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson's associates 
had told him it was all right and that the police had not 
bothered him prior to this time. 


He was charged with carrying a dangerous weapon. 

Detective | 1 advised that on October 11, 1968, 

Officers S. W. Latham and J. N. Shelton observed a blue 
Cadillac with a light green fender at Linden and Hernando 
bearing 1969 California, license BKR374, on which a police 
broadcast was outstanding to be checked on in connection 
with two robberies which had occurred November 29, 1968. 
They also observed approximately ten to fifteen Negroes 
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armed with sticks going north on Hernando and later 
observed them at Linden and Hernando and on close observation 
noted that three of these male Negroes were armed with shot- 
guns, They began waving their sticks and looking in the 
direction of the squad car driven by the above officers and 
one male Negro approached the car, claimed he was a member of 
the Invaders, and inquired about an arrest which had been 
made just prior to this incident on Hernando north of Linden 
by Squad Car 212, This involved the arrest of Griffin out- 
lined above. 

At this point, Officer Shelton ordered the male 
Negroes to drop the shotguns and some unidentified member of 
the Invaders asked Officer Shelton if the officers were looking 
for a confrontation, whereupon one of the male Negroes told 
the officers that he would have "to make" him put the shotgun 
down. Later this male Negro was identified as Horace Hall, 

The other two Negroes with shotguns were dressed in blue-jean 
pants and blue-jean type jackets, and they ran south on 
Hernando from Linden Avenue. Officers called for help, went 
around the corner and found four male Negroes including one 
Robert Webster, armed with a shotgun, and on searching him 
found that he possessed eight 20-gauge shotgun shells and one 
straight razor. The officers found Horace Hall to be- armed 
with a breech-loaded shotgun and refused to drop the shotgun 
after being ordered to do so by Patrolman Shelton, 

Upon searching Horace Hall, one 12-gauge shotgun 
shell' was found in his possession. The male Negroes were 
placed under arrest and the other two in addition to Webster 
and Hall could not positively be identified and were released 
from this location. Hall and Webster were placed under arrest 
on charge of investigation - robbery and also charged with 
carrying a dangerous weapon. 



FBI-Withers-1541 


* 





BUCK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP); 
STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 


At this point when the arrestees were being 
placed in the squad car, an unidentified alleged member 
of the Invaders walked over to the squad car, at which 
time Robert Webster was heard by the arresting officers 
to tell this unidentified Negro to call "Sweet Willie Wine," 


Detective 


vised that information obtained 


during the arrest reflected that Horace Hall has no middle 
name, was born July 11, 1949, and resides at 1423.Goodloo in 
the rear. 


I 1 . b6 -5 

Detective | | advised that the arrest report b?c -5 

for Robert Webster reflects no middle name and reflects 

that he is a male Negro, date of birth March 25, 1949, showing his 

residence 1585 East McLemare, 


30, 1968, 


Detective I | added that on the evening of November 
at about 8:45 p,m., Officers E, P, Gilless and A, T, 
Schmidt assigned to Squad Car 6 observed a I960 white 
Thunderbird bearing Tennessee License KR-3418 going east on 
Crump Boulevard at Camilla, A broadcast had previously been 
put out by the Police Dispatcher to check on a 1960 Thunderbird 
occupied by three male Negroes and upon stopping the car, 
the driver who identified himself as Louis Welch, also known 
as Lewis Welch, presented his drivers license and was asked 
to open the trunk and then hesitated saying he did not have 
his trunk key as he had left it at home. The officers asked 
him for his keys. They tried the trunk with one of the keys, 
the trunk opened, and on checking same they found a sawed-off 
,22 rifle with a 13-inch barrel, it being a Winchester bolt- 
action, ,22 caliber Model No, 67, The rifle was loaded and 
Welch further had in his possession 23 long rifle and 10 
short rifle, .22 caliber bullets, along with two ,32 caliber 
bullets, Welch stated that the rifle did not belong to him 
but was unable to describe the party to whom it allegedly 
belonged. 
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BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP); 
STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 


The other occupants of the car identified 
themselves as Shirley Young, Negro female, address 1311 
McMillan, and Rufus Henderson of 1765 Preston, Telephone 
No. 947-3993. They claimed that they had only been with 
the defendant approximately one hour and they had met him 
at the Riviera Club at Mississippi and Richmond, . 


Welch answered the description of a male Negro 
involved in an Armed Person Robbery call which Car 416 
had previously handled at Linden and Hernando about 4:30 
p.m. , in which the subject got away. Welch was arrested 
on suspected robbery. Young and Henderson were released. 


Detective 


advised that on October 2, 1968, 


Robert Webster was released and apparently no formal charges 
will be placed against him in the absence of additional 
information. Detective \~^ | advised that James Griffin 

and Lewis Welch both appeared in Memphis City Court, 

December 2, 1968; were both held to the state of Tennessee 
(Shelby County Grand Jury) on $250 bond each on charges 
of "Carrying a Dangerous Weapon"; and that on December 3, 
1968, Horace Hall appeared in Memphis City Court , and whs * hold 
to the State of Tennessee under $10,000 bond on charges of 
"Assault to Murder, Common Assault, and Carrying a Dangerous 
Weapon, " 


Also on December 3, 1968, source one advised that 
Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson was most angered when he 
learned that some of his lieutenants, namely, Webster, Griffin, 
Hall and Welch, had been arrested and made the statement that 
they had no business messing with their firearms out in the 
open and that 'Our Minister of Defense has got to control these 
guns or I am going to take his position," it being noted by 
source one that Robert Taylor is the alleged Minister of 
Defense, Watson stated "We made a showing at Le Moyne and 
that was enough. You don't have to walk the streets with 
weapons and let everyone know you have them." 
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BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP); 
STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 


On December 3, 1968, sources one, two and three 
advised that it is not anticipated at this time that either 
the SDS or the Invaders will have any effective influence 
over the LeMoyne College students and they feel that the 
LeMoyne situation will be worked out internally between the 
students and faculty^ 

On December 2, 1968, information concerning the 
settlement of the LeMoyne dispute was furnished to Mir, David 
Pagano of the 111th Military Intelligence Corps, Third Army, 
Memphis, Tennessee, and to Lieutenant E, H. Ark in, Intelligence 
Bureau, Memphis,. Tennessee, Police Department, 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), 

Also known as Black Organising Power, 
Afro-American Brotherhood, 

Black student Association, 

Invaders, 

LwMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter o£ the 
National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), 

City Organizers • 


On April 18, 1968, a first source advised that a 
black power group in Memphis which has been in existence for 
several months has until recently been known as Black 
Organising Power, It is now known as Black Organizing Project 
(BOP), also known as Black Organising Power, with five cells 
or partSg known as (1) Afro-American Brotherhood (AAb), 
primarily consisting of Owen College students; (2) Black 
Student Association (BSA), primarily consisting of Memphis 
• State University (MSU) Negro students; (3) LeMoyne Inter- 
collegiate Chapter of the NAACP, consisting of LeMoyne 
College students; (4) the Invaders, consisting mostly of 
high school dropouts; and ,(5) the City Organizers, comprised 
of young adults, 

* I 

AAB has about- 12 members; BHA has about 20 members; 
the Invaders has about 15 members; the LeMoyne group has about 
20 members; and the City Organisers has about 20 members. 

Source one advised that the J20P“ attempts to create 
pride in black identity, attempts to teach and promote the 
teaching of Negro history, and to promote black culture and 
obtain 'more employment for young 'Negroes, 

The Executive Secretary of BOP is Charles La verne 

Cabbage* 


On February 16, 1968, Charles Layorne Cabbage 
personally acknowledged being leader of BOP, claiming he 
is the impetus of black power in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
that B0P*s purpose is to stimulate in the young Negroes a 
sense of black identity, black pride, and black consciousness, 
K© s&id his group follows the teachings of Student Nonviolent 

\ 
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APPENDIX 


Coordinating Committee (SNCC) leaders H. Rap Brown and 
Stokely Carmichael but that BOP did not necessarily exist 
as a formal SNCC unit. CABBAGE further admitted he had made 
statements such as "Memphis should be burned" and "Memphis 
should have a good race riot," but claimed he did not mean * 

these statements literally, merely endeavoring to shock the 
community into doing something to help the black race. 

On February 27, 1988, a second source advised 
that at a public meeting on February 26, 1968, the BOP 
Chairman John Burrell Smith told a Negro audience, "We*ve 
got to do some fighting," and "You*d better get some guns. 

You* re going to need them before this is over. ,You can*t pray 
your way out. " 

On' June 6,1968, the second source advised that BOP 
primarily consists of about 30 to 35 young college and high, 
school students and school dropouts, unemployed and not looking 
for work, who continually preach hatred of the white race 
and capitalistic economic system and advocating and predicting 
violence by blacks. The over-all plan of BOP, according to 
source two, is to scare the Memphis community leaders, both 
black and white, into fearing black militancy. The BOP 
leaders then hope to convince the community to fund them as 
a form of subtle blackmail whereby BOP can prevent racial 
violence. Source two said that BOP is more interested in 
publicity and money than in direct action, but is nevertheless 
preaching violence in an effort to scare the community 


APPENDIX 


- 11 - 

CONSS^ENTIAL 




FBI-Withers-1546 



1 APPENDIX 


STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY 

1 r — " ” ■ — —■ ■ 

The Students for a Democratic Society (SDS), as 
it is known today, came into being at a founding convention 
held at Port Huron, Michigan, in June, 1962, The SDS is an 
association of youpg people on the left and has a current 
program of protesting the draft, promoting a campaign for 
youth to develop a conscientious objector status, denouncing 
United States intervention in the war in Vietnam, and to 
"radically transform" the university community, and provide 
for its complete control by students, Gus Hall, General 
Secretary, Communist Party, USA, when interviewed by a 
representative of United Press International in San Francisco, 
California, on May 14, 1965, described the SDS as a part of the 
"responsible left" which the party has "going for us." At 
the June, 1965, S D S National Convention, an anticommunist 
proviso was removed from the SDS constitution. In the 
October 7, 1966, issue of 'Wew Left Notes," the official 
publication of SDS, an SDS spokesman stated that there are 
some communists in SDS and they are welcome. The national 
headquarters of this organization as of July 24, 1968, was 
located in Rpom 206, 1608 West Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, 
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ggjF a%^31tic DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


Transmit the. following in 


Via AIRTBL 


FBI 


Date: 12/4/68 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, MEMPHIS (P) 


BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka 
Invaders, 

Black United Front (BUF) 

RM 

(Memphis file 157-1067) 

(Bufile 157-8460) 

(00: Memphis) 

STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) 

IS — SDS' 

(Memphis file 100-4000) 

(Bufile 100-439048) 

(Chicago file 100-40903) 

(00; Chicago) 

Re: 11/25-26/68 Disruption, Le Moyne -Oven College 

Memphis, Tennessee 

STAG 


Re Memphis alrtel and LHM dated 11/27/68. 

3 - Bureau (Encs.ll), (RM) 

1 - Chicago (100-40903) (Enc.l)(RM). 


(16\- Memphis 
\J (1-15 


(1 - 157-1067, BOP). be 2 , 4 

(1 - 157-4000, SDS) bic -2,-4 

(1 - 157-1423, BUE) i , b7D 1 

(1 - 157-1258. I I 

, (1 - 157- , Stockpiling of Arms and Ammunition) 

(1 - 157-556.. Possible Racial violence. Ma.ior Urban Areas) 

q- 170-45. 1 1 SEARCHE D. . ' ■ 

(Ts- 170-70 Su b. MB 338-R) , onii '~T ‘ — 

(X- 157-1626, SERlAIJZED.'Llf 

(1 - 157-1503, 

(1 - 157- , | J INDEXE D^ ' b?D 

(MEMPHIS COP IBS . CONTINUED PAGE 2) „ ~ 

t—h FJLwn 1 — , 


( 20 ) 

Approved: 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are ll copies of 
a letterhead memorandum dated and captioned as above. 

Copies are being disseminated to the U, S, Attorney 
and U, S, Secret Service, Memphis, and to Regional Offices of 
Military Intelligence, 


A copy of the airtel and LHM are being furnished to 
Chicago, which is 00 in SDS case. 



Enclosed LHM is classified c6ggE3fHENT3£L in order to 
protect sources of continuing value to the Bureau, 


LEADS; 

MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS, TBNN, 

Will continue to follow and report pertinent 
information re SDS and BOP, 
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FBI AUTOMATIC I)'. 
DATE 03-09-ZU12 


I CAT I ON GUIDE 


SAC (157-1067) 


12/17/66 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


BOP, aka Invaders 
RM 


(Re Student Unrest - LeMoyne-Owen College) 


On ll/22/68 | | advised that the students at 

LeMoyne-Owen College are still threatening to strike by 
11/25/68 if certain student demands are not met. The Invaders 
are actively injecting themselves into this problem. One 
Invader, JOHN CHARLES SMITH, 6'1" tall, 180 lbs., long 
mustache that curls down at lip corners, is vicious in his 
utterances.’ He brags that .he recently lived in California 
where he was connected with the militant Black Nationalist 
Movement In the U. S. headed by RON KARKNGA. SMITH may be 
merely boasting. 

I ~~l has learned that one of the student 

leaders of the LeMoyne protest is CHARLES BIGGS, President 
of the senior .class. Be is the younger brother of RODERICK 
DIGGS, former LeMoyne student leader. 

s - i « j 

I l also reliably heard it was ROBERT ’’CORN 

BREAD” WILSON, Invader who recently threatened to shoot one 
of the LeMoyne students who refused to go to a rally of 
students called by Invader leader LANCE "WILLIE WINE” WATSON. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHO RI WT> E RIVED . FE.OH: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 0Z-Z7-Z01Z 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO : SAC (157-1067) DATE: 12/17/68 

FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

4 

SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP) 

RM 


On 10/31/68 

JONES SHADAD, alleged wife of 


1; 


b7D -4 


advised that VERNELL 
NTRAIBN SHADAD, whose real 


name is ANTHONY WAYNE BAILEY, currently in jail on a charge 
of possessing marijuana arid who has been a member of the 
Black Knights and consort of the Invaders, is claiming 
that the Police Department framed him. She claimed that she 
is married to him and that he had been an interpreter in 
New York City and Washington, D. C., for Nigerian Embassy. 

It is apparent to the informant that SHADAD has been conning 
JONES and her parents who are raising money for a defense 
attorney for SHADAD. 
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Informant advised that CHARLES LA VERNE CABBAGE, 
original founder of the BOP in Memphis, is back in town and 
that he is a Beale Street character, loafing with pushers 
of marijuana and Beale Street hustlers. He is staying 
in the background. On 10/29/68 his mother was calling * 

all over Beale Street attempting to locate CABBAGE for an 
unknown reason. 

y ( * 

VERDELL BROOKS, another of the recent active 
invaders, has been quiet of late, as hmo CHARLES BALLARD 
and CHARLES HARRINjTON. They come around Beale Street 
nearly every evening. BALLARD is spending a lot of time 
with "GIGGS" or "JIGGS" who is a notorious marijuana 
pusher and dope pusher on Beale Street, 

VERDELL BROOKS' father works at the Veterans 
Administration Hospital and his mother teaches school, 

CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR of the BOP has purportedly 
become a criminal and is hanging around the Beale Street 
area as is JAMES ELMORE PHILLIPS, a Le Moyne College dropout. 

Informant saw ORES MC KEN Z IE, an Invader, at the 
Meatpackers Dance at the Payton Place on the previous ^Saturday, 

EMMETT HOUSE, one of the December, 1968, Invaders, 
said the American Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees Union is supposed to get money to give 
to the Invaders to help out in the hospital strike but 
has not given any money as yet. 

HOUSE keeps saying that JOHN BURRELL SMITH'S 
mother may be able to make his peace bond and get him out 
of jail. 


Informant advised that WILLIAM THOMAS EDMONDS, 
a male Negro, former Memphis Police officer, recently working 
for the War on Poverty Committee, is interested in giving a 
story to "Ebony" or "jet" concerning "how low .down the Police 
Department in Memphis is." CHESTER HIGGINS, Business Manager 
of "Jet," wanted EDMONDS interviewed and informant talked 
to EDMONDS on 10/30/68 concerning a possible story but EDMONDS 
wants money in advance and insists that the story go in 312,* 

"Ebony" instead of "Jet," although both publications are 
owned by the Johnson Publishing Company. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DECLASSTTK^TIOH AU^piITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTtiHMIC /e CLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02™27-E01'2 


TO : SAC (157-1067) DATE: 1/2/69 

FROM : SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE 

SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), aka 
RM 


b7D 


On 10/23/68 


|ad vised that CEDRIC NELSON, the 
Negro from Lane College, who is rather militant, is hanging in 
with the Black Knights and ANITA CUSTER or CUSTARD, the enigmatic 
white female with short „hair who allegedly is from up east and 
working with the SCLC Freedom Singers, is very militant. He 
pointed out that C. B. SMITH, Negro male, is organizing for the 
American Federation of State, County .and Municipal Employees and 
is one of the contact men of the union wiht the Invaders and 
LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON, along with MALCOM D. BLACKBURN, 
now with the union, who is also pastpr of Clayborn Temple AME 
Church . 


Another fight is developing in that GILBERT PATTERSON, 
pastor of the Church of God in Christ and nephew of Bishop J, O. 
PATTERSON, who is father of J. O. PATTERSON JR. , Memphis City 
Councilman, state legislator and prominent young Negro Memphis 
attorney, is fighting BERT IERGUS0N, white general manager of 
Radio Station WDIA. GILBERT PATTERSON'S church is the Holy 
Temple Church of God in Christ, Wilson at Orgill, and has been 
the radio voice of the church for some time. He previously had 
two Sunday broadcasts, and WDIA claims he gave them a bad check 
and therefore took him off the air. GILBERT PATTERSON is now 
on Radio Station WLOK and is blasting WDIA and threatening to 
boycott the station. 


i 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FP.0H: 
FBI AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 02-27-2012 


TO 


SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 


1/2/69 


FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP), 
aka 
RM 


On 11/7/68 


advised as follows: 


b7D -2 


A rally was held 11/4/68 at Club Paradise for the 
hospital workers, and LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON and 
various Invaders came. They cat called A. W. WILLIS and FANNY 
LOU HAMER of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, a well- 
known Negro public figure who made her reputation in connection 
with the civil rights movement near Belzoni, Miss., several 
years ago. Ironically, MALCOLM D. BLACKBURN, white pastor of 
the. AME Clayborn Temple , egged them on in this heckling. 


WINE was working hard against HUBERT HUMPHREY in the 
political campaign. Another who egged them on was WILLIAM "BILL" 
PARRISH of the Unity League.; 


With regard to the Invaders, informant stated it appears 
there is an entirely new group of Invaders, headed by WATSON, ver- 
sus 'the old group, formerly headed by CHARIES CABBAGE, JOHN* HENRY 
FERGUSON, JOHN BURRELL SMITH, CHARLES BALLARD, CHARLES HARRINGTON 
VERDELL BROOKS and OREE MC KENZIE. It appears that WINE has taken 
over and CABBAGE has slowed down. 
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All of this has happened since the Memphis PD took over 
1310 Florida St., Memphis, the former Invader headquarters, 
financed by the Memphis War on Poverty Committee, and converted 
it into a community relations office. The real leaders, JOHN B. 
SMITH and JOHN HENRY FERGUSON, who really get out and work for 
the Invaders, are currently in jail. 

One of "WINE's" main lieutenants is ROY I£E TURKS, and 
another is MELVIN SMITH. Actually, SMITH is the most articulate. 
FRANK MITCHELL, one of the Invaders' followers, is articulate but 
a real agitator and very hot headed and is difficult to get along 
with, according to some of the other Invaders. 

With regard to information that EDWINA HARRELL is going 
with a boy named BENNETT who had a tailor shop on Mississippi 
Boulevard, informant stated there is only one tailor shop on 
Mississippi Boulevard, which is owned by Mrs. BENNETT who has 
two sons of college age. Informant does not know their names. 

Informant stated that WATSON is putting out a lot of 
literature on behalf of the Invaders, and the American Federa- 
tion of State, County and Municipal Employees is supporting them 
through MALCOLM D. BLACKBURN, who is now working for the union. 

With regard to the previously-reported information that 
WILLIAM THOMAS EDMONDS, Negro male, former employee of the Memphis 
PD who is now embittered at the Memphis PD, was planning to write 
a story exposing the Memphis PD for Ebony Magazine , informant said 
that CHESTER HIGGINS of Ebony and Jet has called off the story 
and is no longer interested in having any story from EDMONDS. 
Informant pointed out that EDMONDS has recently been driving a 
red Mustang. 

With regard to LAURA INGRAM, Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS) leader, MSU, working for the War on Poverty Commit- 
tee in its Operation Head Start program at Emanuel Episcopal 
Church, St. Paul, located on St. Paul St. in the vicinity of 
the Clayborn Homes, Memphis Housing Authority project, informant 
advised that the pastor is a Father ATKINS, who lives on Nether- 
wood and who is a rather conservative individual. He stated if 
necessary he would not have any hesitation to talk with Father 
ATKINS. He stated that WENDELL ROBINSON, a lieutenant on the 
Memphis PD, a Negro male, belongs to that church. 

2 


FBI-Withers-1169 



E CLASSIFICATION AUTHORIi 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFI 
DATE 03-03-Z012 




E RIVED FROM: 
ION GUIDE 




I SAC (157-1067) 1/10/69 

i 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


BUCK ORGANISING PROJECT, aka 

BK 


On the evening o£ 12/12/66 
SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follow*: 


advised 


LANCE "WILLIE WINE" WATSON IN JAIL 


NOT LEE TURKS* Minister of Information* Invaders, 

[ was excited on the evening of 12/12/68* saying LANCE "WILLIS 

WINE" WATSON* Chairman of the invaders* was arrested by 
Memphis PD for breaking into new invader headquarters on 
Vance and for carrying a pistol. TURKS was trying to 
procure bond tor WATSON. 

Be had procured a lawyer, JIM E8KRKDGE* phone 
525-1732* a white lawyer. TUSKS said ESKRIDGE claims 
they can "beat" the pistol charge. 

CONTACT Or INVADERS WITH JOHN R. ARNOLD 

\ Also on 12/12/68 JOHN R. ARNOLD, public relations 

min, head o f John R. Arnold and Associates, 222 Danny Thomas 
Blvd . , told l I that two or three days before, ROY LEE 

TURKS had gone to City or County Jail to get one of the 
invaders out on ball, had come to ARNOLD to borrow $35. 
ARNOLD wrote out a check for $35 and TURKS has refused to 
repay the loan. 


1-157-1067 - BOP 

170-70-Sub - ME 338-B 
1-157-1423 - BUE 

1-157-556 - Possible Racial Viole nce Major Urban Areas 
1-157-1553 
1-157-1626 
WHL:wp 

(6) "j 


r 





b7D -4 


b7D -4 


b6 -4 
b7C -4 
b7D -4 


FBI-Withers-1553 




MS 157-1067 


INVADERS INVOLVEMENT WITH ALLEN BLACK 


ARNOLD Also told 


that Invaders have 


been spending a lot of time with ALLEN BLACK, legal aide 
office of KAACP, 222 Danny Thomas Blvd. He stated that 
BLACK has been awfully lenient with them and that BLACK 
has given considerable money to Invaders ROY ZEE TURKS 
and JOHN CHARLES SMITH. 


b7D 


INVADERS EXTORTION TACTICS 


ARNOLD also told [ 


]that Invaders have 


been putting economic pressure on an elderly white grocer 
at 4th and Vance, giving him all sorts of ultimatums and 
extorting money from him. 

They have also put heat on Loeb's Laundry Branch 
at 4th and Yance and forced WILLIAM IOSB, the operator, to 
close it. 

INVADERS MAY BE ROBBING 


On the night of 12/11/68 about 10:00 p.m,. 


b7D 


|saw two unidentified Invaders coming out of 
the southeast bach entrance of Clayborn Temple, wearing 
black choir robes, giving them a "Zoro M appearance. This 
would give them a perfect disguise to commit burglaries 
or strong armed robberies. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : SAC (157-1067) 


FROM .: SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE 
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SUBJECT: INVADERS 
RM 


DATE: 2/5/69 
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1 I 


R©: 1/28/69 Killing of ANTHONY ’'RED*' WARREN 

by ALBERT FRISON, CHARLES HARRINGTON, CHARLES S. 
BALLARD, and Shooting by CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR of 
LOMIS PAYNE. 



On 1/30/69 Lt. E. H. ARKIN, Intelligence Bureau, 
Memphis Police Department, and Captain BOB WILLIAMS, 

Homicide Bureau, Memphis Police Department, advised 
A, f SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE that on Tuesday, 1/28/69, CLIFFORD LOUIS 
i; TAYLOR, now living 880 Crockett, .Apt # " l6', * feith his wiffe, 

'i ELEANOR POTTER TAYLOR (sister of THOMAS POTTER, Black* 

Student Association (BSA) leader at Memphis State 
University), had suspicioned that his wife was running around 
with one LOMIS PAYNE, male Negro. TAYLOR inveigled PAYNE 
to TAYLOR’S apartment on 1/28/69, pulled a pistol, and tried 
to force ELEANOR to shoot PAYNE. She refused. Then he gave 
ELEANOR a table lamp ordering her to hit PAYNE over the head. 
She swung and missed. All the while, CLIFFORD had PAYNE 
kneeling with a pistol pointed at his head. CLIFFORD then 
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took a shotgun, shot PAYNE in the foot and .told him 
that if he did not quit running around with his wife 
that he would- shoot his other foot off. 

Around this time, CHARLES S. BALLARD, CHARLES 
"IZZY" HARRINGTON, both Invaders, and one AL FRIERSON, 
who possibly lives in Southwest Memphis around First Avenue, 
came in with the late "R E D» LAWRE NCE* s boy, RANDY WARREN, male 
Negro (who according to | was arrested with CLIFFORD b7D 

TAYLOR in Nashville 11/v/bB cnarged with Auto Theft, 

Possession of Burglary Tools, and Carrying a Pistol) . 

Also PATRICIA JAYCOCK GREEN, sister of PAUL JAYCOCK, former 
Invader, was JLn and out of the apartment. 

GREEN called for one of the jAYCOCKs to come after 
her. In the meantime, FRIERSON (phonetic), HARRINGTON, 

BALLARD, and ANTHONY '’RED" WARREN left in an old Oldsmobile 
two-tone, ostensibly to do a "job" (burglary or hold-up) 
about 9 p.m. 

CLIFFORD took his wife, ELEANOR, the baby and 
the wounded LOMIS PAYNE in CLIFFORD'S car. He dropped 
PAYNE off at John Gaston Hospital, drove the wife and 
baby to Arkansas and 1 threatened to shoot his wife and baby. 

He relented and made them get out of the car and then threw 
the shotgun into a field. He came back to the apartment. 

When PAUL JAYCOCK in a pink Camaro (a small Chevrolet auto) 

came to get his sister, CHARLES HARRINGTON was with 

JAYCOCK and commented that there was going to be "Hell to * 

pay" because "AL just shot RED." 

i" ; . 

The body of ANTHONY "RED" WARREN was found early 
1/29/69 on Weaver Road, 120 feet off Nonconnah, just outside 
of the City Limits in Shelby bounty. There was no blood- at 
the scene which would- indicate the body was -dropped off there. 

The question of jurisdiction arises since it is 
not known if WARREN was killed in the city or county. 
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CLIFFORD TAYLOR is in Police Department custody 
and Is talking. His wife says that while he is a criminal 
he has become a religious fanatic, and the religious 
motivation is causing him to talk. The Police Department 
picked up PAUL JAYCOCK who denies HARRINGTON, in his 
presence, told CLIFFORD that "AL shot RED. " The Police 
Department is holding up further arrests until AL 
definitely is identified. 

The wr iter called f I who said A L FRIERSON 

is probably ALBERT FRISON, son of a Rev. FRISON, 179 First 
Avenue, and who has the First Avenue Baptist Church, 172 b7D 4 
First Avenue, He said he knows LOMIS PAYNE as one of two-. 

brothers: that he comes from a good Negro family ;| 

l and that he 

originally came from the Benjestown area. He said both 
brothers are nice-looking, clean-cut Negroes, probably 
in their early 20’s. Their mother is a school traffic woman 
at Riverside and' Burdock or Essex. She was a HORTON prior to 
marriage. 


LOMIS PAYNE has not been known to be an Invader 
and is not believed to have been engaged in any criminal 
activities. 

I I ascertained that LOMIS PAYNE* s father 

is EMMETT PAYNE, residence 241 Silver age, in Southwest 
Memphis, near carver High School, .He has Phone -No, 942— b7 
2163. 

Also on l/an/fia l ~l was contacted. He said that 

AL FRIERSON is undoubtedly ALBERT FRISON, a 1966 graduate of 
Carver High School who was a classmate of CHARLES HARRINGTON 
and CHARLES BALLARD. His photograph would be in the 1966 
High School yearbook. He lives at 179 First Avenue. 

His father is a Baptist preacher. He went to Tennessee A 
and I University for a while in 1967. He has been back in 
Memphis for some time and has been working some place 
in Memphis. He Is a male Negro, 5 # 8" to 5*9”, with a bright 
complexion, soft voice, weighing 155 to 160 pounds. 
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I added that LOMIS PAYNE is also a 
■graduate of Carver High School. Neither PAYNE or FRIERSON 
is known to-be a member of the Invaders, but would know 
most of the Invaders, as this group grew out of Carver 
High School. 

This information was immediately furnished to, 
Lt, >E, H. ARK IN, and to Lt, BOB LINVILLE of the Memphis 
.Police Department, Homicide Bureau. LINVILLE said the 
autopsy showed ANTHONY WARRM had been shot in the 
back, the bullet entering at a downward! angle which would 
indicate he was sitting down when shot. .He was deeply 
appreciative of, the information regarding . FRISON and said 
he would get a photograph and .exhibit same to PAYNE -and 
CLIFFORD TAYLOR and if they identified it, he would 
get murder warrants for 'HARRINGTON, BALLARD, and FRISON 
and search warrants for their homes. 


LINVILLE was also told that HARRINGTON'S 
father has an old 1960-61 ‘Oldsmobile, two tone, which 
he drives to work at the Pure Oil Company Bulk Plant. 

On the morning of 1/31/69, Lt. ARKIN advised 
that FRISON, HARRINGTON, and BALLARD were arrested 
by Shelby County Sheriff's Office on the morning of 1/31/68, 
They were all charged with murder. They allegedly confessed 
saying WARREN was killed in Shelby County, claiming lt was an 
accident. All of these individuals are in custody of Shelby 
County. ANTHONY WARREN lives at 56 East Fernwood with his 
mother and sister. He was killed with a .38 caliber 
^bullet. FRISON admitted he was the one who shot 
WARREN at about 9:30 p.m. , Tuesday night, 1/28/69; 
the motivation for the killing is unknown at this time. * 


NOTE: 


]on 1/7/69 furnished the writer 


with photographs of ANTHONY "RED" WARREN, associate of 
CLIFFORD TAYLOR, taken on Beale Street on 1/6/69. He was 
standing with WATSON PALMER GUNTER, another Invader, and 
carrying about $250 worth of new clothes, including a suit, 
from Pape's Men's Shop, Beale Street, WARREN had only 
recently been released on bond at Nashville, Tennessee, 


-b7D -4 


Lt. LINVILLE added that when WARREN'S body was found, 
his pockets contained several gelatin capsules, possibly a 
drug. 
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Memorandum 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) DATE: 2/13/69 


SA WILLIAM H* LAWRENCE 


INVADERS 

RM 


On 1/29/69, I I furnished to writer a stenographer's 

notebook which he had found at the National Council of Churches 
Convention at the Peabody Hotel following the press conference 
which the Invaders held at the convention 1/23/69. The notebook, 
he said, was obvriously started by the original Invaders group 
headed by CHARLES CABBAGE and JOHN B« SMITH and it appeared to j^ c 
have notations recently placed ^therein by the newer group of b ^ D 
Invaders headed by LANCE WATSON, ROY LE E TURKS, and MELVIN SMITH . 
Writer xeroxed this notebook on 1/29/691 1 


[ A xerox of same was made available 1/29/69 

to Lt. E. H* ARKIN, Intelligence Division, Memphis, Tennessee PD, 
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who has a similar interest in the Invader Organization. 

The cover of the ratebook bears the name LARRY DAVIS 
(apparently LARRY LARUE DAVIS) and"D0CK" (apparently ARTHUR 
NORWOOD),, both original invaders. The inside cover bears the 
name ; CABBAGE, 924 - (illegible), Decatur, Illinois (this 
would be the older brother of CHARLES, VAN And RICHARD CABBAGE). 
Another page bears the name RUSSELL GOLAR, 245 Barfield Avenue, 
Atlanta, Georgia (It is noted that CHARLES CABBAGE’S earlier 
girl friend was ANN GOLAR of Atlanta, Georgia). It contains 
the name "EDWINA*s brothers, phone 276-7548" and contains the 
notation BESSIE, phone 947-4421, Ext. 281, and also phone 
number 743-3410. It contains the notation "park Commission 
Office Mr. HATTAWAY, phone 324-3515". It contains the notation 
"Home phone 398-2088" and the notatation "State Security Under- 
writers", phone 523—1551. It contains notation Mrs. LELIA 
CRAWFORD, 237 Ingle, followed by number 94 and the notation 
WLOK (this is a Negro radio station), phone 527-9565, beneath 
which is the name Mr. MALLARY. It contains the notation WDIA 
(Negro radio station) , phone 278-4551 , and KATHRYN THOMAS, 
phone 946-5315, and the number 458-8053 followed by the name 
FRED SMOTHER and the words "Sec. of Union". The notation "Katz 
phone 948-1691" appears and the notation Roxie Houston following 
by "Display check" and the numbers 183629-C-T and 183628-C-T, 
which apparently are account numbers* The notation Blackburn s 
Office, 527-6611, station 28 (apparently MAl£OLM D. BLACKBURN, 
pastor of CME Church, 280 Hernando, formerly used as Invaders 
Headquarters) appears inthe book, as well as the notation Mr. 

COX (ALLEY CREW), phone 946-4377, and the notation BERNICE SEAY, 
phone 275-7156, and GEORGIA JACKSON, 1801 South Barksdale, 
phone 942-3688. Also appearing is the notation SADIE CABBAGE, 
527-6781, and JOHN T. FISHER (president of John T. Fisher Motor 
Company) called at home 683—7010 or office 275-1143, T. W. 

HORN returned call. The notation AYTHA, phone 946—3844 appears 
and W, D. GALBREATH, 525-3681 (This is apparently W. D. GALBREATH, 
head of W. D. Galbreath and Company, a mortgage firm) . 

Another page contained the notations, Presspine Donation 
Ice House $1.25 Presspine $1, and a stamped notation similar to 
those used by business firms used in stamping checks for deposit 
reading "For deposit only. Pay to the Order of Union Planters 
National Bank", followed by the stamp ALECK PINSTEIN or ANNIE 
PINSTEIN, #02-232-2560. (It is noted that during 8/68, the Memphis 
PD, as well as this Bureau, received information from various 
informants to the effect the Invaders were then extorting money 
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from various business establishments in the Florida St ree area 
of their then headquarters at 1310 South Florida, among these ,, 
places being the Ice House, Pinstein’s Sundry Store, the p, & F 
Liquor Store, 1276 Florida, and the gorcerx.«atore at Olive and 
Florida). Another notation read ”TR0Y IuSEOfl^s Shop for Resale" 
followed by the notation $2. and & & F Liquor Store, 1276 Florida 
cash $3. A notation Mrs. WILLIAMS, 942-3917 appears, as well as 
notations Farrow followed by word violent (it is noted Farrow 
Street is just east of the former Invaders Headquarters at 
1310 Florida Street) and J.S. Liquor Store $2. a Another notation 
reads "SMITH" (apparently JOHN B. SMITH) (collected $5 from the 
store on Olive and Florida) . 

Another sheet of paper contained handwriting which 
appears to be a signature notation, not unlike a register, by 
tho following names, several of whom have recently been identified 
by Memphis PD Undercover Agents I ~ fr s new members of the 

Invaders, particularly as recently as 1/69: b?o 6 

CARL S. ARMSTRONG 

GEORGE WINFREY 

Mr. X. 

JAMES COLEMAN 

JAMES WILSON 

EARL DAVIS, JR. 

CURTIS L. DAVIS 

JEWELL VINSON (It is noted that this is an alias of 
JOE LEE BURNS, also known as King Jewell’s Father, who is a new 
Invader) . J 

Another j»ge contained hand printed notation, "We should 
have more men on the job wo had a few hangups. But all went well? 
We feel last night that we need eight men on tho outside, when the 
inside men bring the trouble outside they will have did their job 
if the man is to hot tho outside man will not let this man back 
inside the places. The man on the door will ask people can we 
sceah them you do not put hands on him before this. If they 
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do not want to be seach they cannot come in. The men on table 
waech will look out for coat and pocketbook crooks, not one 
man will talk two these people all table men will move in at 
one time." 


Lt. ARK IN stated that this is undoubtedly a program 
set up by the Invaders who have recently been apparently get tin 
shake-down money from the U-Bar Lounge and the Twilight Zone 
Lounge on Hernando Street and Beale Street for doing so-called 
guard duty and they have been frequenting these places during 
January and early February, 1969. 

On two pages aie handwritten notes captioned "Call these" 

(Lt. ARKIN told SA HOWELL S. LOWE, writer, and Det. 

JERRY DAVIS, Intelligence Burea, Me mphis PD, after studying 
the following list and talking with I I that this is 

a list of contacts of the Invaders who can be called for b7 

various help and circumst antially s ome of them are probably 
members of the Invaders. | | re called that during the 

11/25-26/67 take-over at LeMoyne-Owen College, jointly sponsored 
by Invaders and SDS, that they called quite a few people in a 
chain phone calling proposition, resulting in numerous people 
converging on the campus almost instantaneously) These names 
are: 


DEBORAH KING, phone 946-9516 
BEATRICE SEMON, 526-0030 
MANITA WOODY, 946-8256 

FIELD MARSHALL, 275-7738 (This is undoubtedly. Field 
Marshall ANTRAIBN SHADAD, whose real name is ANTHONY WAYNE 
BAILEY, III, who is currently serving time in the Shelby County 
Jail on a charge of possession of marijuan and who has been a 
Black Knight and associate of the Invaders in the past.) 
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KAREN SMITH, phone 525-1040 
FREDDIE STEWART, phone 946-2398 
WILLIE RANKIN, phone 946-2314 
CHESTER PHILLIPS, 946-3921 
JOHN NELSON, 942-0658 

MERLINS HERRON, 942-4908 (she Is currently an Invader) 
PAULETTE (LNU) , 946-8501 

(10) L* 0. (or Q) illegible) phone 527-8289 
JAMES BOYKIN, 946-8267 

f 

JOHNNIE BERRY, phone 942-4117 (It is noted this Is the 
wife of BEN HEARD BERRY, Invader, currently incarcerated Shelby 
County Jail, indicted for the 8/24/68 shooting of Memphis PD 
Officer WADDELL) 

WILLIE (LNU), phone 948-0820 

MBRTISE WOODY, 946-8256 

KENNETH Y. LEE, 947-6300 

BURL WOODHOUSE, 946-2358 

IRVING, JR., phone 942-2696 

HOLLIS (last name not listed), phone 946-7588 
KATHRYN THOMAS, 946-5315 

FRANCES BERRY, 942-4117 (note this is the same number 
used for JOHNNIE BERRY, supra) 

Another page was a continuation of the list and listed 
the following: 

CALVIN COX, 946-2398 

ROBERT COX, 946-2398 
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WILLIE COX, 946-2398 (It is not certain that WILLIE's 
last name is COX but no last name is shown for him and he has the 
same phone number as CALVIN and ROBERT COX.) 

WVODA (last name not listed), 946-8256 

GENTRY (last name not listed), phone 948-5730 

CHARLYNE (last name not listed), 946-0852 

WILLIE GRANDBERRY, 947-3484 

ROLAND GRICE, 946-5171 

PETER HATTER, 947-7018 (It is noted that PETER HATTER 
is a notorious fence in Memphis, has numerous conictions , 
is well known as a police character, and it will be recalled 
that during the summer of 1968 when CHARLES L. CABBAGE and his 
girl friend, EDWINA HARRELL, both of Invaders, were involved in 
the disposal of proceeds of the CME Church Headquarters on SoutK 
Parkway, hnt.h r ~l advised that CHARLES CABBAG** 

was frequently in contact with PETER HATTER, ostensibly using 
HATTER as a fence for some of his ill-gotten merchandise.) 

JULIA or LULIA JONES, 942-9924 

MOND L 4 JONES, 947-6605 

GEORGE JONES, 946-7959 

GAMMIE or GAMMIC KING, 947-7273 

EARNE STINE EDWARDS, 948-9721 

LOIS MC INTOSH, 942-2219 

LOIS LANTON, 946-9676 (It is noted she has worked as 
a waitress at the Playboy Villa, proprietor - ROY ’’DUKE" FOSTER, 
where the Invaders have frequently hung and operated out of during 
the past year.) 

ALSISE (probably ALICE) BROWN, 942-3461 

CASSE LANE FERGUSON, 948-9566 (Believed to be sister 
of Invaders JOHN HENRY FERGUSON and REGINALD FERGUSON) 
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subject: INVADERS, aka. 
RM 


On 1/29/69 1 I furnished SA WILLIAM H, 

LAWRENCE with the following Information which was 
orally disseminated to Lt. E. H. ARK IN, Intelligence 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department: 
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157-1067 (invaders) 

157-1423 (BUF) 

170-70 Sub (ME 338-R) 

157-1127 (Stockpiling of Arms and Ammunition) 
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157-1647 ( 
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Re: Driver of Invaders car 


b7D 


On 1/29/69 


advised that among the 


Invaders at the National Council of Churches meeting 1/23/69 
who were not photographed was one light-skinned Invader 
who drove Invader MAURICE LEWIS in this car, a Chevrolet, 
1969 Tennessee License BV 0238. (NOTE: This is probably 

DONALD PIGFORD.) 


Re: 1/28/69 Arrest of JOHN CHARLES SMITH 

Also on the night of 1/28/69 Memphis Police 
Department -Of f icers arrested Invader JOHN CHARLES SMITH 
near Beale and Hernando at about 8 p.m. An Invaders 
member called "STROLL" (LNU) watched the arrest. He i« 
turn got to a telephone and called ^Invader MELVIN SMITH 
attempting to get as many Invaders as possible on the 
scene to harass the police. Fortunately, the Police 
Department officers effectuated the .arrest before a crowd 
of Invaders could form. 

Re; Invaders Women Planning All-Nirht 
Vigil at St. Patrick's Church 

s 

The Invaders women such as SHIRLEY YOUNG, 
MARLENE TAYLOR, ETHEL TAYLOR, aka Staples, CACHBATUH 
SMITH, also known as Chiquita* Smith, are planning an 
all-night vigil at St. Patrick's Catholic Church on 
Vance Avenue to stimulate support for Invaders Chairman 
LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON, currently in the 
Shelby County Jail, on a pistol carrying and extortion 
charge. They want to make a martyr of WINE and to 
publicize the fact that "he needs to be hospitalized" 
as a result of his "so-called fast." 

Re: Elderly Californian JACK MITCHELL, 

Negro, Attempting to Sell Walkie Talkies 
and Guns to Invaders 


On or about 1/28/69 an elderly Negro, about 
69 years old named JACK MITCHELL, who had been in town for 
a few days, was attempting to hitchhike to Washington, D, C. 
He claims to be from Los Angeles and tried to see GERALD 
FANION to soil some walkie talkies or a gun. FAN ION was not 
interested. He tried to sell the walkie talkies to Invaders 
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leader MELVIN SMITH who told MITCHELL, "We don’t want 
talking machines. We want guns.’" MITCHELL would not 
sell MELVIN a pun. He was staying in a room near 
Danny Thomas Boulevard and Mississippi Boulevard, He is 
not believed to be an activist but more of a "con man," 

Re: .National Council of Churches’ Interest 
in Invaders 

During the National Council of Churches (NCC) 
conference in Memphis on the week ending 1/25/69 BOB GORE, 
allegedly of the NCC, New York, N, Y,, and claiming to 
be connected- with the Presbyterian. Church, offered to 
help Invaders .pet funds .from NCC. On 1/27/69 ROY LEE TURKS, 
"Information. Minister" of the .Invaders, claimed that 
:GORE telephoned Invaders ;Sunday night, 1/26/69, from 
New York, N. Y., giving them encouragement. 

i 

TURKS was trying to borrow $15.00 to pay his 
room rent. .He is living in a rooming house in the 300 
block of Vance Avenue, living allegedly with JAMES NORMAN, 
the big > husky Invader who^ *a couple bf months ago, cut his 
foot badly, when he kicked in a glass enclosure on. Beale 
Street. , 

r Re; Possible Bank Robbery Associate of 

ROBERT LEE "CORNBREAD" WILSON 

Regarding the suspect in the 12/30/68 robbery 
of the Walls, Mississippi bank, involving Invader ROBERT LEE 
"CORNBREAD" WILSON, namely a soldie r from For t Campbell, 
Kentucky (possibly TYRONE HAYWOOD) , I fe id he did not 

know HAYWOOD by name, but that on the night of 1/28/69 
he saw a young soldiei; name not known, on Beale Street. 

This individual was stocky and heavy set, built like J 

Invader MICHAEL MOUNTAIN. He has in the past been a 
Beale Street "hustler" and has only been in the Army 
for a short while. He was seen in the Beale street area 
by I I during the 1968 Christmas holidays. 

Re : Invaders’ Meeting Bach Tuesday Night 

The Invaders now hold regular membership meetings 
at their headquarters, 271 Vance, each Tuesday night at 
7:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
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SAC, MEMPHIS <157-1067) <F) 2/20/69 

SA 'WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

IHVADEBS; 

BM 


On 1/7/69, I l advlsed that the secretary 

of the Invaders, CACHEATIH SMITH, has recently been to 
the Shelby County Jail to visit with the chairman of the 
invaders, LAMCE "SWEET WILLIE MI ME" WATSON currently 
in Jail under a peace bond; that she claims to be in 
love with WATSON; that she is considering having 
approximately -500 large oversised publicity pictures 
of WINS produced which can be sold by the Invaders in 
an effort to raise money. 

She also wants to start a series of sympathy 
and publicity maneuvers to turn the community in support 
of WATSON and against the Memphis PD. She did not get 
specific. She listed her home phone as 948-1823. 

The 1968 city directory shows a Mrs. B. 

DO BERRY, #948-1823, and a Mrs. BESSIE DO BEHEST, 172 West 
Person, Apartment J$, phone 948-1823, at this ad dress. 

It also shows a SHI BLEY SMITH at this address. I I 

advised that Mrs. DO BEBSY is either SMITH’S mother or 
grandmother. He believes SHI BLEY SMITH is her mother. 

At the time of interview CHABUtS L. CABBAGE was missing 
and was being sought as a Federal fugitive and informant 
stated that an associate of CABBAGE and former leader 
of the Invaders, CHARLES BALLABD, had recently stated 
that if he were to look for CABBAGE he would look for him 
South, in the area of Atlanta, Georgia. 
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TO : SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 2/26/69 



FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: INVADERS 
RM 


On 1/17/69 | | advised that the unknown Invader 

who has been depicted in several photographs, including the 
one at the welfare mothers rights march on 11/30/68, who wore 
the tan and glasses and who is known as "SPIDER," had just 
recently told him that on« the ni^ht of -1/16/69 the Invaders 
started to possibly kill a naleitNegro or at least threriSfhin 
into the Mississippi River whom they had caught. This , Negro 
they had caught allegedly was from Detroit and tha't they ’ **' 
felt he was a police informer. The writer indicated he was 
the one who detected this because the person from Detroit 
kept talking about places which he had frequented in Detroit, 
that "SPIDER" had been to Detroit himself and recognized the 
places as police hangouts. He stated that the group thinks 
he is a spy. (Circumstantially, this is OTIS PARNEL L, ak a 
Elijah Parker, who according to MPD undercover agent \ I was 
suspected at this time of being a plant because of the fact 
that he had some Detroit, Mich.,, cards one of which was 
allegedly that of a Detroit PD officer in his possession, 
but apparently PARNELL is being permitted to remain in the 

Invaders. j 
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03-201 


Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 


F B I 


Date: 3/3/69 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority, or Method of Moiling) y I 

~1 — -±~— T - 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-8460) 
SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) (P) 


SUBJECT: CHANGED 

INVADERS, aka 

Black Organizing Project, 

Community Organizing Project, 

Black United Front 
RM 

Title of instant case being changed to reflect 
true current nature of organization, formerly carried as 
"BLACK ORGANIZING PROJECT, aka Invaders, Afro-American 
Brotherhood,. Downtown Association, LeMoyne Intercollegiate 
Chapter of NAACP, and Black Student Association." 

Re Memphis airtel and LHM 12/4/68. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 1L copies of 
lhm captioned as above and dated 3/3/69. ' 

Copies of LHM are being disseminated to U. S. 
Secret Service, Memphis, and to regional offices of 
Military Intelligence. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUT OMAT I C^E C LAS S I F I CAT I ON j^DE 
DATE 0 3 - u 3 - 2 012 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) 


DATE: 3/6/69 


FRQM : 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: 


INVADERS 

RM 


FBI-Withers-1571 


On 2/7/69 . f | advised that the petty cash 

treasurer of the Invaders, aa elderly Negro mao, about 
55 years of age, white headed, named JAMES PEGUES, has a 
1964 or 1965 blue poatiac, four-door sedaa, bearing license 
BK-5893 , that he is the same one who was with. the Invaders 
during the aight of 11/25 and early morning of 11/26/68 when 
they, along with Students for a Democratic Society, took 
over the Administration Building, of LeMoyse-Owen College, 
supporting a student series of demands* 

Informant is trying to talk with PEGUES to deter- 
mine what makes him tick and determine why an older man .such 
as he would spend so much time with the Invaders, but thus 
far has been unable to get any real rapport with him. 

Informant advised that a night or so before the 
meeting was held, probably the night of 2/5/69, the group 
consisting of Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

Committee on Move For Equality (COME) and Invaders to plan 
a celebration of some sort on 4/4/69 which will be the 
first anniversary date of the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., at the Lorraine Motel, this meeting was held at 
the Minimum Salary Building, a cross section of white and 
black leaders were present • ROY LEE TURKS represented the 
Invaders, TAYLOR BLAIR, organizer of the,, In ter n at i o nal Brotherho 
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of Electrical Workers, which is trying to organize the blue 
collar workers at the Memphis, Light, Gas and Water Division 
was there. 

Details have not yet been effected and it is undeter *- 
mined as just what will take place on 4/4/69* 

Invader CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR, currently in jail on 
a charge of the shotgun shooting of an< alleged suitor of his 
wife, is desperately trying to get out on bond. 

Another former active Invader, DON NEELY,, who is AWOL 
from the U. S. Army, is still working the Beale< Street area. 

He figures he will be arrested momentarily. He has grown a 
beard . 


Another former Invader, REUBEN WATTS and EDWARD REH> 
TAYLOR, brother of CLIFFORD LOUIS TAYLOR, hang out on Beale 
Street. They have not recently engaged in any Invaders activity. 

REUBEN WATTS indicated that he is writing a book 
although he did aot elaborate. 

The Memphis private investigator RENFRO TURNER HAYS 
who allegedly did some investigation on behalf of the first 
attorney of JAMES EARL RAY, indicted killer of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR., namely Attorney HAYNES of Birmingham, Alabama, may 
be preparing to write a book concerning him experiences in 
investigating the death of KING. He has been talking .to BILL 
SARTER or SARTOR of Greenville, Mississippi, white male, who 
has done free-lance writing for Time magazine and Life magazine , 
and RENFRO HAYS has gone to New York City to see about having a 
story published* 

ROY LEE TURKS and MAURICE LEWIS, both Invaders, have 
recently stated that they are about to hook up with the. Memphis. 
Branch NAACP youth council and that the youth council may take 
them to Atlanta, Georgia, to some. regional youth council meeting. 
Informant pointed out that TURKS and LEWIS are primarily 
interested in trying to "con” money from the NAACP and are not 
sincerely interested in the NAACP program. 
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Informant advised that BAXTON BRYANT, Executive 
Secretary of the Tennessee Council on .Human Relations, a 
White male, red headed, has been in town. He claims that 
he is investigating the fact that an alleged white landlord 
told some white girls, living in a Negro neighborhood that 
they had too many Negro visitors and would have to move. 

Another case in which BRYANT 5 is interested is the fact that 
the woman who works for the Dryfus Jewelry Company, a blond, 
who has been so active in interracial activities and who 
was with the,, invaders and other groups at the Lorraine Motel 
during the demonstrations during the Spring of 1968, and who 
has a son who wears steel-rimmed glasses and who frequents 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference youth choirs 
in Memphis, is also involved in alleged 'housing discrimination. 
This woman, whose name may be Mrs* DOCKERY (phonetic), stated , 
that her son used to attend Messick High School, that she 
lives near Memphis State University in an apartment, that some 
of the neighbors are bring pressure on the landlord because she 
has so many Negro visitors 'at her home. 

The picture of her son is depicted in the photograph 
of JAMES BEVEL when BEVEL held his news conference in Memphis , 
t he night 1/23/69, at Clayborne Temple, The lad is with two 
Negro girls from the SCLC who were interviewing BEVEL during 
the time that he made his public charge that JAMES EARL RAY 
was not guilty of the killing of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER ? KING, JR. 

JUANITA MILLER, an Imvaderette, is the one who got 
up the money for JOHN CHARLES SMITH'S bond when he was 
arrested 1/28/69, on the charge of disorderly conduct. She 
claims that she is in love with JOHN CHARLES, that she is 
now going to a trade school on North Cleveland, being 
sponsored by the Tennessee Department of Public Welfare. 

Some of the invaders sold leaflets of the Invaders 
at the recent DUKE ELLINGTON guest appearance with the Memphis 
Symphony Orchestra at the Ellis Auditorium. 

JAMES NORMAN, a young Invader and JOE LEE BURNS, JR., 
aka KING JEWEL, both of whom are young thugs', recently broke 
a window out at the Blue Stallion Night Club on Beale Street 
and later got into a fight and broke out a window at the 
Invaders Headquarters, 271 Vance. 
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CACHEATUH* SMITH, secretary of the Invaders, claims 
that she is now pregnant, that the father of her child .to be, 
is LANCE SWEET WILLIE WINE. WATSON, who is currently in Shelby 
County Jail* She claims that she is in love with WATSON. 
CACHEATUH SMITH sti 11 hopes to hkve 1,000 copies of a slick 
photograph, 8x10 inches in size of LANCE SWEET WILLIE WINE 
WATSON taken with a clinched raised fist which the Invaders 
will sell in an effort to make his peace bond. They will 
sell these photographs for $1. She has made a '$50 deposit, 
still owes approximately $72 and cannot get the pictures 
until the $72 is paid. 

MICHAEL MOUNTAIN, who spends considerable time 
with the Invaders and who recently, indicated that he was 
through with the Invaders, but reversed* his field when he 
marched with them during the 1/23/69 National Council of 
Churches MARTIN LUTHER KING Memorial March. He stated that 
he is going to St. Louis to live. He did not elaborate. 

The information set forth herein has been 
disseminated to the Intelligence Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, 
PD. , 
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^ OPTIONAI, PO«m NO. 10 .5010-10* 

^ MAY 19*5 IWTtON 5 

«CO. NO. %7 

* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

■ 

• 

■ SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) (P)* 

DATE: 

3/6/69 


FROM ; SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT; INVADERS; 
RM 


, b7D -4 

On 2/13/69. 1 l advised that in ,a recent talk 

with some of the Invaders including R07 LEE TURKS and MELVIN* 

SMITH that he has learned that the Committee on the Move 
for Equality (COME) will promote the Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

JR., memorial day , on 4/4/69 to commemorate the anniversary ' 
date of Dr. KING'S shooting in Memphis. He learned that one 
MICHAEL RONALD STARKS, nephew of Reverend HENRY LOGAN ‘STARKS, 
apparently came to Memphis to help promote the day. He 
knows little about MICHAEL STARKS pointing out that he is 
not identical with MICHAEL JEROME STARKS, local Memphis Negro 
who is with the Invaders. 

He pointed out /that be has also learned that the 
man who* runs the furniture store around 273 Vance and who 
owns that building rents space on the west end of the 
building to the Invaders, their office being located at 
271 Vance. 
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He also learned that one ALEX WILLIAMS whose 
daughter attends Carver High School and who runs the Williams 
Printing Company on Hernando Street, Memphis, was allegedly 
beaten up by the Invaders about three months ago, that he 
lost an eye or at least had a severe eye injury, that he 
was probably a patient at Baptist Hospital, that ARTHUR' 

"Big Doc M NORWOOD was allegedly the Invader who inflicted 
the damage to his eye. The beating apparently took place 
at a night spot in South Memphis. The owner would not allow 
WILLIAMS after he was injured to use the telephone; he had 
to go to a phone on Kansas Street nearby and call an 
ambulance. He does not know the details of this matter. 

They indicated that WILLIAMS was reluctant to 
swear out a warrant charging any of the Invaders with the 
physical assault of WILLIAMS. 

Informant added' that JOHN CHARLES SMITH is now 
out on bond as a result of his recent disorderly conduct • 
arrest at Fourth and* Beale; that QUANITA MILLER, aka Anita 
Miller, one of the Invaderettes who has a .two-year old 
mute or deaf child, is now in love with JOHN. CHARLES SMITH 
and she writes numerous love letters to him, some of which 
; he openly displays. She is the person who raised his bond 
money. She indicated she is now being sent to school by 
the Welfare Department,, that she is attending a trade school 
on North Cleveland located north of Madison Avenue, and 
.that the school and welfare officials feel that she is 
psycho and want to send her to a psychiatrist. 

Informant added ;<hat the Invaders apparently, do 
not have much; free money because ROY’ LEE TURKS, minister of 
information, is continually, borrowing small amounts of money 
from people- in, that- area of town. 

Informant <advisedi that, when the Nation of Islam 
(NOI)’ held- a* meeting at Ellis Auditorium on the night of 
Saturday, 2/8/69, ’ featuring the speaker as CASSIUS CLAY, 
former heavyweight .boxing champion of the world .now using 
the name Muslim name of Muhammad 1 Ali, that Muhammad Ali 
"took the wind out of the^sails" of the invaders by emphasizing 
the fact that T no black extremist group can hope to win in 
the United Stages because- they would< be so badly outnumbered. 

He likened' the black Imilftants to „,a brave bull hut, nevertheless 
a foolish' bull who, .would he willing ' to charge a- large 
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locomotive coming down the railroad track, pointing out 
that the bull would be completely disintegrated by the 
locomotive and that, in fact, this is what the black extremist 
groups are doing, .namely, committing mass suicide if they 
try to take on all of society. 

EMMETT HOUSE is now back with the Invaders. He 
is is not working. He loafs and hangs around the pool rooms 
and eating joints in the Beale Street area. 

Informant pohted out that ROY LEE TURKS and 
possibly MAURICE LEWIS of the Invaders are scheduled to be 
on WDIA trial log either Sunday., 2/16 or 2/23/69. This 
program is moderated by ROBERT RICHARDS, a white male 
who is news editor of WDIA. 

The main workers among the Invaders at thb present 
time who seem to be running the organization now that LANCE 
WATSON is in the Shelby County jail are MAURICE LEWIS, 

ROY LEE TURKS, LEWIS WELCH, MELVIN SMITH, and DONALD PIGFORD . 

CACHEATUH SMITH, secretary of the Invaders, stated 
that PIGFORD was recently interviewed by Federal authorities 
in an effort to trace down a Post Office box currently being 
used by the Invaders. Apparently the box was in PIGFORD’ s 
name, according to SMITH. 

Informal advised that a few days before JOHN BRITTON, 
managing editor of Jet magazine, a Johnson publication, 
headquarters at Chicago, Illinois, called MELVIN SMITH 
following the speech of Muhammad All and found out from 1 
MELVIN that only «a very few persons attended the meeting. 

The meeting 1 was attended by a large group of Invaders. 

SMITH told BRITTON that BCB GORE of the United Presbyterian 
Church, currently on loan to ‘the National Council of Churches 
and who met with the Invaders during the NCC convention ip 
Memphis during the week ending i/ 2 5/ 6 9 is still trying to 
get money for the /Invaders; that GORE had promised publicity 
in Jet 'magazine tor >the Invaders and financial help. 

BRITTON Indicated that GORE could not speak for 
Jet magazine. MELVIN then tried to dictate to BRITTON to 
have some Of BRITTON'S New York Mjet" representatives 
contact GORE -and have GORE call MELVIN SMITH. 
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The Invaders are attempting to raise money by 
having 1000 eight inch by ten inch glossy photos of LANCE 
WATSON made up which they will then try to sell for $1.00 
or more each. To date, they have made a $50 deposit on 
the photos which will cost approximately $130. BOY LEE 
TURKS has indicated that the Invaders have good contacts 
in Atlanta and the only group which informant could think 
of would be the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee. 
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DECLASSIFICATION .^MORITY DERIVED FROM 


FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
.DA'ffe '03-04-Z01Z • 


4/2/9$ 


AXBTSL 


70s SAC, ATLANTA 

raout sac, Memphis <i57-io«7) (p) 

SUBJECT: INVADERS 

Tor info of Atlanta, photo of 1ANCB "SWEET VXU.1E 
WINK" WATSON is 1st Block Nationalist Photo AlBus, 009 y ooot to 
AtUati* Ho is In Soourit? Index Agitator Index, Is 
cfcnlraan of Invaders, Militant, violence prone Block Power b6 , 
group in Menphls* ^ 

IOp post two Mitlo ho hmm Boon confined to Shelby 
County, Toon. , Jail, Xn^Ui» unable to ink* $1,800 pone# Bond. 

On 3/31/88* Detectivel | Intelligence 

Bureau ,* Mtaph In, Testa, , PD, ntviM* no «iu,ia9H. LAWRENCE that 
WATSON got out on Bond night of 3/89/60 nod flow fro* Menphl* to 
Atlanta, on., About 8:30 AM, 3/31/69, for unknown purpose, b6 , 

l hi C -4,5 

A rollnblo PD oouroo told that Mrs, TARLESS 

MATHEWS, Negro fenale operator of Suren* Barber Shop, Mesphls, 
who helped arrange WATSON' s bond, wonts hi* to stay in Atlanta 
until after th* scheduled 4/4/69 ness March in Menphl* sesorlallaing 
assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KINO, JR, b7 D 4 

i dvised on 3/31/69 that WATSON nay be In 
oa M SCLC loaders out of honey as the Invaders 
haws Been arguing with SCLC personnel re getting non ey to servo, 
as parade Marshals 4/4/69, 
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LEAD: 

ATLANTA DIVISION 

ATATIAMTA, GEORGIA Will through PD »nd racial 
sources en<le*Tor^5 sscertsin WATSON’S activities in At lent* . 
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SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) 
SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


1 




i 


INVADERS 

RM 


(Re: JIGGS or GIGGS, dope peddler. Furnished Material 
to Invaders Summer of 1968) 

$ 


b7D ~4 


In view of the fact the Memphis, Tennessee PD is very 
much interested in identifying the slender male Negro, GIBBS or 
JOGGS, a Beale Street character who sold so much, marl In a na and 
drugs to the invaders during the summer of 1968, | Ion 

4/23 and 4/25/69, advised the writer that JIGGS got out or 
Manassas High School around 1963, he used to live on Olympic 
Street, and he is a sharp dresser. 


On 4/25/69, 


]advlsed that as of the night of 


4/24/69, JIGGS was dropped off at his current residence, a 
rooming house at 8 7 E. McKellar . a frame building. He is living 
there with a Negro I I ERNESTINE JOHNSON. 


On 4/25/69, this information was orally furnished to 
Det. JERRY C» DAVIS, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee PD. 
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OPrtONAl FORM NO. 10 
MAV lt*X COtirON 
OSA GEN. MO. NO- tf 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) date; 5/6/69 


FROM ; 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


INVADERS 

RM 


' . On 3/13/69, 

LAWRENCE as follows: 


orally advised SA WILLIAM H.-fc 


’ BAXTON BRYANT, Executive Director, Tennessee Council 
on Human Relations, has recently been trying to get jobs at 
Wonder Bread Company for Invaders, MELVIN' SMITH and JOHN CHARLES 
SMITH. He has also been trying to get them jobs at John T. 
Fisher Motor Company. 
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Information Re FRANK BREWER 


was recently told by Rev, BREWER* Church of 
God in Christ, that FRANK BREWER, a Chair Director of Southern 
Christian Leadership Council (SCLC) Freedom Singers and who, a 
few months ago, was tal king "tough" while running with the 
Invaders, is actually a 


b6 ■ 
b7C 
b7D 


Informat ion Re THOMAS NELSON 


; NELSON is not known to have a job and he- is stilL a 

song leader for SCLC Freedom Singers, 

i i ^ 

Rev. SAMUEL BILLY KYLES, Memphis convener of SCLC 
and Pastor, Monumental Baptist Church, recently commented 
that he was skeptical of the entire SCLC Freedom Chair movement 
in Memphis as the participants are too immature and easily 
influenced by the young militants such as Invaders, 

' t 

Information Re WILLIAM DOUG RUBIN and HERMAN O’NEIL 

The above duo are still field workers for SCLC and 
allegedly have recently been working for SCIC in Mississippi. 
SCLC still has its food and clothing warehouse on South Florida 
Street . 


Re Lane College ^ , 

As a result of recent demands by the Black Liberation 
Front, Lane College, Jackson, Tenn., some of the Lane students 
and parents, who live in Memphis, have been having strategy 
meetings in Clayborn Temple, AME Church, 280 Hernando. The 
Invaders are trying to exploit this problem but do not know^ 
how to do so. ,,r 

Re CHARLES L « CABBAGE ' 

Now that CHARLES L, CABBAGE, one of the founders of 
Invaders, is out on bond he has been loafing at Invader Head— 
quarters, 271 Vance, but has taken no apparent affirmative 
leadership position. The current Invaders do not ;fully ‘trust 
CABBAGE , 

, CACHEATUH UNDRE SMITH Pregnant - Claims by LANCE 

'•SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON i '■ 


CACHEATUH UNDRE SMITH, secretary of Invaders, 
unmarried, claims she is pregnant and brags that Invader 
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Chairman LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON is the father of 
the child to be. She still has not sold the original 300 
photos of WINE, of the 1000 ordered several months ago, 
which the Invaders were trying to sell them to raise money 
for WINE*s bond. * 

Re MARK SIGGERS 


With regard to MARK SIGGERS, recent Navy dischargee 
who was recently at Memphis State University (MSU) claiming 
to be a y outh orga nizer for COME (Community on the Move for b7D 4 
Equality) I E taid there is a MARK SIGGERS, SR., living . 

on South Parkway who has a son who, a few years ago, won an 
Elks Oratorical Contest. 


Re FLOYD PEETE 


i-f 


With regard' to MSU Law School student, whoj has been ^ 7D 
trying to take over Black Student Association (BSA) ,[ 


said that PEETE recently had a job at Shelby County Penal Farm 
but allegedly lost it because of some sort of unknown misconduct. 


Re ANDERSON JORDAN, JR. 


h7D 


On 3/19/69, 


advised Invader ANDERSON JORDAN, 


W f I i—— - - — — - 

JR.', claims to be a discharged veteran and claims he was 
injured in the stomach while in service. He is now living on 
South Lauderdale Steet. 


MELVIN SMITH Gets a job 


b7D 


.added that MELVIN SMITH, Invader Minister-bf 
Culture, got a J0bj night shift, at Pioneer Metal Company on 
Frisco Avenue and got the job through Memphis Area roject— 
South. 


Re Black Egyptians, East St. Louis, Illinois 


With regard to the Black Egyptians, 4 from East St. 
Louis, Illinois, have been in Memphis s ince 3/ 1 7 /69 and have 

’ . . I I — m. 4 Jl XL — •• i- 


been visiting at Invader Headquarters, 
claim to have a relative in the Memphis 
injured and who they are visiting. 


said they b?D -4 
has been 


_ area wno 

There is no indication they 
have had any prior contacts with Invaders. 


Re MARION COLLINS 


on 3/19/69 said he recently saw MARION 
"MIKEY" (Jollins, i or me r Black Knight, and that COLLINS said 


b7D -4 
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he is now a J’lone wolf” and no longer a Black Knight (BK) , 
and does not like BK Chairman WARREN LEWIS* 

Re DAVID ACEY and BSA 

DAVID ACEY, NM, MSU student and leader in BSA, MSU, 
has ordered some blown-up photos of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR*, 
to put in the Student Center, MSU, as part of a memorial 
service planned by MSU to commemorate 4/4/69 anniversary of 
KING'S assassination. 

Re Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority to meet Memphis Weekend 
of 4/4-5/69 _ : 

Captioned Negro sorority of which KING'S widow, CORETTA 
KlN(* is a member, will hold its annual Southeastern Convention 
in Rivermont Inn (Holiday Inn) the weekend of 4/4—5/69. The 
leaders are : 


Mrs. VELMA LOIS JONES , . 

Mrs . MODIS (FNU) , her husband teaches at Melrose High 
School and she is president of the Memphis Chapter. , 

The Public Relations Director is Mrs. SANNY DELK, who 
teaches at Booker T. Washington High School; 

a Mrs. (FNU) CHAMBERS of Azalia Street, is, chairman 
of the sourvenir unit; 

a Mrs. H. C* SHELBY 3s the treasurer. 


They will have 1000 to 2000 in attendance. 

t b 7 D -4 

Supporters of O* W* PICKETT 

|said 0;W. PICKETT, controversial Negro realtor, 
is running for the vacant seat in 8th Congressional District, in 
a special 10/25/69 election. He is a political supporter of 
former Memphis Mayor WILLIAM B. INGRAM and that the Ingram forces, 
headed by CARL O. BAYSINGER, WM, and retired Brigadier General 
W. A. DANIELSON, 4559 Stage Road, and (FNU) MARZETTE of Mammoth 
Insurance Company (Negro, are masterminding PICKETT'S campaign. 

DANIELSON spends a lot of time in PICKETT'S office, 
giving him advice, and has been doing so for several months. 
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The pertinent above information was furnished to 
Lt. E. H. ARKIN and Det. JERRY C. DAVIS, both of the 
Intelligence Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee PD, on 3/13 and 
3/19/69. 
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f lOIJ AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH: 
DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


DATE' 03-06-201; 


Memphis, Tawim 
May 9, 1969 


INVADERS, also known aw 
Black Organising Project 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On Hap 7, 1999 , a' first source, advised that a 1 
all itant Black nationalist group of young Memphis, Tennessee, 
Negroes* now known as Invaders, was originally fomed la 
the Sttswr and Fall of 1967 by three Memphis Negroes, Coby 
Ter non Snith, John Burrell Saith, and Charles Laverne 
Cabbage. During the Fall of 1967 and Spring of 1966, it 
assuned the name of Black Organising Project (BOP) , with 
subsidiary cells known as Afro-Americ an Brotherhood (AAB) 
at Owen College; Black Student Association (B3A) at Memphis 
State University; LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chapter of the 
XAACP (LIC, JCAACP) at LeMoyne College; Invaders, primarily 
consisting of high school students and school dropouts; and 
City Organisers, consisting of young nonstudent adults, all 
having a cosblned average aesbership of about one hundred. 

The ostensible purpose was to create pride in black identity, 
to teach black culture and black history, and obtain ewploy- 
sent for young blacks. 

i 

On Nay 7, 1969, source one and source two advised 
that. Black Organising Project (BOP) , beginning in the Spring 
of 1968, degenerated into a group of approximately 30 to 35 
young Neap his blacks, who Increasingly adopted a philosophy 
of hatred of the white race, hatred of capitalistic system, 
and all constituted legal authority, particularly law enforce- 
sent agencies. Theirs Is a philosophy of nihilism and anarchy. 

Both, sources added that beginning in the Summer of 
1968, the Invaders became a dominant group. LIC,NAACP disbanded 
AAB disbanded. BSA at Memphis State. University became an 
autonomous organisation with no current formal relationship 
with the Invaders, and the City Organisers ceased to exist. 
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DECLAS^JbATIOH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-06-2012 ' 


DIKBCTOX, PBI (100-72M) 5/6/69 


SAC, MXMPHXS (100-3208) (C) 


CHABACTttlZATIOK Of SUB7SBS IVS 
RACIAL, SLAIf, WHIT* HATS, AMD 
MILITANT BLACK OSGAMIZATIOHS 


Inclosed herewith for the Bureau le a 
resided characterisation of Invaders, aka Black 
Organising Project (BOP) , forserljr carried as Black 
Organising Project, aka. 


2^— Bureau (Sacs«2)(BM) 
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Optional Form No. 10 

| l , | UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
* MEMORANDUM 


1 i 



SAC, NEW YORK 

\%Y 

vSAC , MEMPHIS (157-1067) (P) 

'i 9 


SUBJECT: INVADERS, aka; 

RM 


DEC LAS S I F I C ATiI OH AUTHORITY. iQERIVED FE.0H: 
FBI AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 03-D6-2012 ’ . 


DATE: 5/14/69 


{ * , till ; 

7$’ 




FT 


i M 


i 


Intelligence 
y of a report, 


il On 5/5/69, Detective 

( Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, PD, furnished a co 

1 dated 5/5/69, fro m Memph is PD undercover agent 

, for activities of I I on S/2-3-4/69. A portion or ibis repo 
stated that a meeting called by COBY VERNON SMITH, 2240 Brown 
Avenue, Memphis, a male Negro student at Southwestern at 
Memphis. and the titular leader of the black militant violence- 
prone organization at Memphis known as the Invaders (a 
characterization of the Invaders is attached to each copy 
of letter going to outside offices) was held at a place called 
Paradise Lake located in the east part of Shelby County in 

2-New York (RM) 

2-Atlanta (RM) 

2-Washington Field (RM) 

,2, -Jackson (RM) 

1 14 -Memphis ’ " 1 

(1 - 157-1067 Invaders) 

/Q?- 170-70-SUB ME 338-R) 

(1 - 157-1632^ 

(1 - .157-2015 
(1 - 157-164 
(1- 100-4394 
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which Memphis is located. Paradise Lake is reached by going 
Interstate 40 to Bolivar, Tennessee (Somerville exit), take 
Highway 64 and go south on Highway 64 to Chambers Road, take 
Chambers Road to Chapel Road and exit at Paradise Lake. This 
property is purportedly owned by Memphis white attorney DICK 
BUSBY and consists of a series of cabins and a small lake. 

The first meeting was held at 10 A. M., Saturday, May 3, 

1969, and among those present were FLOYD PEETE, male Negro 
and leader in Black Student Association (BSA), Memphis State 
11 university (HSU), which has recently engaged in sit-ins in 

* an effort to gain concessions for HSU; ISAAC TAYIOR, a male 
Negro and BSA member at MSU; POLLY MC LEAN (phonetic), female 
Negro from New York City picked up at Memphis International 
Airport by COBY VERNON SMITH on Friday, 5/2/69; SPIVEY "SPIDER" 
GORDON from Atlanta, Georgia, possibly connected with Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCI£); RALPH (LNU), a male 
Negro ostensibly from Jackson, Mississippi; and Memphis Negroes 
JOHN BURRELL SMITH, one of the founders of the Invaders; 

OREE MC KENZIE, Invader; WILLIE TAYLOR, star basketball player 
at LeMoyne-Owen College, Memphis, who has been drafted by the 
Philadelphia "76ers" as its second choice in the recent National 
NBA basketball draft; DENNIS WEBB, BSA member and MSU freshman; 
and COBY VERNON SMITH. 

In aHrft tinn T [ l advised that others attending 

this meeting wore LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON, chairman 
I ”, .!»>*#•». '.of Invaders; DENNIS HENDERSON, male Negro student at LeMoyne- 

* ’ Owen College and one of leaders of 11/25-26/6 8 Insurrection* a t 

that college and others fr om LeMoyne College I 1 

j ’ |was not present at the conference 

and received most of his i nformation from L ANCE "SWEET WIL^te ^ 
, 1 WINE" WATSON and some from l ~~l b7c - 3 , 

' I 1 , ^ > 7D ~ 4 r 

La ter | | sta ted tha t WATSON had appeared at tn« 

conference. According to | | the meeting was basically 

about organizing tho c ommuni ty togo ther and they drafted a 
17 point program, and that there was no advocacy of any 
violence, although some of the persons attending were armed 
with guns claiming that they brought the guns to the meeting 
due to the fact that they feared that the Ku Klux Klan or 
some other white segregation group might, if they learned of 
their presence, attempt to harass them. 

■ b7D 

stated that JAMES EDWARD MOCK, leader 

of the current bsa controversy at MSU, did not attend the 
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mooting but remained in Memphis to tap® a program from WMCT 
television to be presented on 5/4/69 concerning '*40% speaks." be -3 

b7C -3 

In addition, I l learned that COBY VERNON b?D -4 

SMITH’S father, EMMETT SMITH, took considerable food to the 
persons attending the meeting. Another person present according 
to | | was one ED COIE; that COLE and SPIVEY GORDON 

are apparently connected with SCLC, both possibly from Atlanta, 
Georgia, and that they were both purportedly prominent in the 
SCLC ' s Resurrection City in Washington, D. C., during tho 
spring and early summer of 1968. 

The conference was referred to as a militant 
sensitivity program conference in which various persons sat 
around and probed each other's minds and made tontativo plans 
for a summer black community program and it appearod that 
COBY VERNON SMITH was attempting to figure somo way whereby 
he could get some foundation or group to finance this program. 

LEADS : 

NEW YORK DIVISION 

AT NEW YORK, CITY 

Search indices concerning POLLY MC LEAN (phonetic) for 
any pertinent information. 

ATLANTA DIVISION AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

Search indices concerning ED COLE AND SPIVEY "SPIDER" 
GORDON and furnish any pertinent information to Memphis. 

JACKSON DIVISION 

Ascertain if you have any idea as to identity of 
RALPH (LNU)' who purportedly attended tho meeting from- Jackson. 

MEMPHIS DIVISION 

I i 1 

AT MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 

, Will continue through sources to ascertain details 

concerning the meeting and to further identify meeting place. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis , Tennessee 
May 19, 1969 


RE: INVADERS 

(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS 
FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS) 




In Reply, Pleat* Refer to 
File No. 



As early as January 29, 1969, a first source advised 
that the National Council of Churches held its winter executive 
board meeting atthe Peabody Hotel, Memphis, Tennessee, from 
the approximate period January 23, through 26, 1969; that during 
this time a group of young Memphis irresponsible black militants 
known as the Invaders made contact with certain officials at 
this conference demanding that the National Council of Churches 
finance them with as much as $59,000 for a summer program to be 
administered by Coby Vernon Smith, male Negro, 2240 Brown Avenue, 
Memphis, Tennessee, and student of Southwestern College, who 
during recent months, according to source one, has served as the 
prime adviser and liaison man of the Invaders with the white 
community. 


Source one pointed out that Smith was one of the 
original founders of the Black Organizing Project of which 
the Invaders was a subsidiary cell, that for all practical 
purposes the Black Organizing Project has ceased to exist with 
the Invaders being the only original cell of the Black 
Organizing Project still in existence. 

(A characterization of the Invaders is attached 
hereto in the appendix) 

Also on January 29, 1969, a second source familiar 
with many activities of the Invaders advised that since that 
time there had been some contacts on the part of Goby Smith 
with. (IFGO) known as the Inter religious Foundation For 
.Community Organizations particularly with one Rennie Freeman 
‘allegedly of Detroit, Michigan. This source knew nothing 
further concerning Freeman or IFGO. 




RE: INVADERS' 

(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS) 


As recently as April 17, 1969, source three advised 
that Melvin Smith, Minister of Defense and Minister of African 
Culture and History of the Invaders and Shirley Young, a member 
of the Invaders had commented that Coby Vernon Smith, along 
with Louis Welch, currently chairman of the Invaders, had somehow 
received two plane tickets from Memphis to Detroit, Michigan, 
and had left around 11:00 a.m., April 16, 1969, to go to Detroit, 
Michigan, to see Rennie Freeman of IFCO. 

Later on April 23, 1969, source three advised that on 
Sunday, April 20, 1969, it had been ascertained with certainty 
that Coby Vernon Smith and Louis Welch had returned from Detroit, 
Michigan, where they said they had attempted to obtain money 
for the local Invaders from IFCO and that they were due to 
return to Detroit, Michigan, on or about Thursday, April 24, 1969. 

Also on April 23, 1969, source three stated that 
Charles La Verne Cabbage, one of the original founders of the 
Invaders, had commented that one E, A. Smith allegedly of IFCO 
was staying at the Lorraine Motel, 406 Mulberry, Memphis, and 
that on April 20, 1969, Coby Vernon Smith, Maurice I^wis, who 
is now in the United States Army and who was recently an active 
Invader, went to the hotel to see E. A. Smith, asking that IFCO 
provide the Invaders with $79,000. 

Source three pointed out that Charles LaVerne Cabbage 
of 234 Ingle, is currently free on both Federal and state bonds. 
He was recently convicted in United States District Court, 

Memphis on a charge of failure to report for Selective Service 
induction. The presiding Judge has not as yet passed sentence. 

He is on state bond, appealing a recent conviction in Shelby 
County Criminal Court, wherein he was convicted of third 
degree burglary and carrying a pistol. 

In the ensuing conversation, Smith indicated that 
Reverend H» Ralph Jackson, Director of the Minimum &lary 
Office of the AME Church, with offices at 276 Hernando, Memphis, 
Tennessee, and Treasurer of a Memphis Ministerial Group, which 
has supported various black militant causes, known as Community 
on the Move For Equality (C0IE), had applied for $79,000 from 
IFCO and that the money would be granted by IFCO only if it could 
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RE: INVADERS 

(CONNECTIONS WITH INTERRELIGIOUS FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS) 


be equally divided among various Memphis civil rights* and black 
power groups, such as the Black Knights, Inc*, a group head- 
quartered in North Memphis, headed by Warren Lewis, primarily 
aimed at neighborhood community projects, more employment for 
Negroes and projects of a constructive- nature, COME, plus the 
Invaders. 


E. A. Smith at this time gave to Coby Smith a list 
of names of prominent people connected with IFCO who Coby 
Smith could feel free to contact in seeking said funds* The 
list of people are not known to source three. E. A. Smith 
indicated to Coby' Smith that he would probably be in Memphis 
on an average of once a month during the next few months 
although he did not elaborate in this regard. 

Again, on April 24, 1969, source three advised that 
Coby Vernon Smith had called by long distance Rennie Freeman 
of IFCO in Detroit, that Freeman was not in; that Coby Smith, 
talked with his alleged secretary, who indicated that plane 
tickets had been mailed toSmith for a forthcoming trip by 
him to Detroit. Coby indicated that IFCO has been having 
people come into the Detroit, Michigan, area, nearly every 
weekend from various black power groups throughout the 
United States. 

As recently as May 3, 1969;, source three advised that 
to the best, of ! his knowledge, Coby Vernon "Smith did make a 
trip to Detroit, Michigan, and was in all probability accompanied 
by Louis Welch. 

Source three advised that Coby Smith has said nothing 
further concerning this trip and it is not known if he received 
any money or any specific promises' of any money from IFCO. 

Source three conjectured that the meeting which Coby 
Smith and possibly Louis Welch attended was* in all probability 
the meeting of the National Black Economic Development 
Conference at Detroit *s Wayne State university, described in 



» 
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jet magazine issue May 15, 1969, page 20, which had been called 
by IFCO for the purpose of rallying more church-related organiza- 
tions around the growing concept of community development. 

This article of Jet indicated that the session ended in a 
frustrating debate over who should control the ghetto economy 
in the future - black capitalists or mixed socialism; that the 
Reverend Lucious Walker, Jr., IFCO Executive Director, had 
explained that the meeting was called "To bring black persons 
together to develop economic concepts that reach beyond the ^ 

current fad' of black capitalism and envelop to total community 
The article continued that the Rhetoric Dlack Militants -obscured, 
the- results of hardworking delegates most of whom represented 
black-controlled church foundations and governmental agencies 
and that as a result the black militants came forth with a 
manifesto demanding $500,000,000 in "reparations from racist 
Christian churches and Jewish synagogues" and that the manifesto 
was read by James Forman and his supporters. Forman, according 
to source three is the former First Executive Secretary of the 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), a characterization 
of which is attached hereto. 

The jet article continued that in taking control of 
the meeting Forman, referred to as the former SNCC boss, 
demanded and got the delegates ' endorsement to appoint the 
original IFCO steering committee to carry out the "revolutionary" 
manifesto. This article pointed out that the religious reparation 
fund called for in the manifesto would be used to set up land 
banks in the South, communication centers in major urban areas 
and to establish national cooperatives. The article pointed out 
that Forman told his screaming followers "We will begin the 
revolution — by marching on the churches and holding them until 
the reparation is paid." "Let's not get hung up on the white 
man's parliamentary democracy — All the dissenters leave." 

The 'National Observer," weekly newspaper published in 
Washington, D. C. , page 3, issue May TO, 1969, pointed out that 
on the previous Sunday, James Forman had disrupted services at 
Riverside Church in New York, New York, by attempting to-read the 
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FOUNDATION FOR COMMUNITY 


manifesto before the 1,500 church attendees during said service. 

The article pointed out that after Forman left 
Reverend Ernest Campbell, the church's preaching minister, 
commented that "The principal of reparation has sound 
theological under pi askings. Most Christian churches in the 
United States feel penitent about shat the white man has 
done to the black man in this society. Restitution is an 
integral part of penitence." It stated, however, that he 
criticized the manifesto as weak because it resorted to a 
"Good guy, bad guy motif." He added "The Christian churches 
in this country have too long been concerned with private 
religious experience to the neglect of basic Justice. Pay 
day has come. What the price should be and how and to whom 
it should be paid are questions properly before the house." 

This article indicated that the national headquarters of IFCO 
were located across the street from the Riverside Church and 
described IFCO as an agency funded by community-help 
organizations and by the social— action arms of several 
denominations, which had channeled one million three hundred 
thousand dollars to community projects in two years and that 
IFCO was under fire in Los Angeles for its aid to groups 
accused of militant activities. 

As recently as May 15, 1969, sources one, two and 
three advised that to date there has been no indication that 
the Invaders or any other groups or individuals in Memphis, 
Tennessee, had made any effort to implement the demands outlined 
hereinbefore as originally propounded by James Forman at the 
Detroit meeting. Sources one, two and three also added that 
in their opinion Ooby Vernon Smith is a con man and while he 
is most militant to the point of being obsceniy offensive 
and violence prone in many of his statements, that primarily 
he is interested in his own self interest, feeding not only 
his ego, but enhancing his material wealth and that they feel 
he is attempting to bulldoze some foundation or group into 
granting a lot' of money to the Invaders, which he Coby Smith 
hopes to convert to his own use if humanly possible. 
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i APPENDIX 

STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE 

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), 
headquartered at 360-362 Nelson Street, S. W,, Atlanta, Georgia, 
is a nonmembership organization, which was born out of the . , 
sit-in movement that erupted across the South beginning 
in 1960. 

Today SNCC identifies itself as an organization in ■ 
the revolutionary vanguard. It advocates that to bo successful 
it is necessary to develop a revolutionary ideology and 
revolutionary program. 

According to SNCC the year 1967 Barked a historic 
milestone in the struggle for the liberation of black people 
in the United States and the year that revolutionaries 
throughout the world began to understand more fully the impact 
of the black movement. SNCC declared that "liberation will 
come only when there is final destruction of this mad octopus— 
the capitalistic system of the United States with all its 
life-sucking tentacles of exploitation and racism that choke 
the people of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. The realities 
of black life, together with the recognition instilled in SNCC 
workers forced its members to further popularize the legitimacy 
of self-defense and rebellions when oppression became too great." 

From May, 1966, until May, 1967, Stokely Carmichael 
was National Chairman of SNCC, As of July, 1968, Carmichael 
resided in Washington, D. C, , where he was affiliated with 
SNCC and active as temporary chairman of a black coalition 
group.- In May, 1967, Carmichael was replaced by Hubert Geroid 
Brown, commonly known as H. Rap Brown, who served until 
June, 1968, 

; l 

In June, 1968, at the Staff and Central Committee 
meeting of SNCC held in Atlanta, Georgia, it was decided to 
restructure the organization by equalization of responsibility 
by creating ten deputy or vice chairmanships. The > primary 
purpose for this change is to take law enforcement pressure off 
any single individual. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-8460) 

FROM: SAC, MHflPHIS (157-1067) (P) 

SUBJECT: INVADERS 

(CONNECTION WITH INTERRELIGIOUS FOUNDATION 
FOR COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS) 


Re Bureau airtel 5/15/69* 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of LHM 
captioned as above. Copies are being disseminated to regionaT 
offices Military Intelligence and to U, S, Secret Service, 
Memphis . 


Source One is 
Source Two is ' Memphis 


1 


Source Three is[ 


Patrolman MARRELL 1C COLLOUGH, who 
from February, 1968, until end of March, 1969, 
was an underco ver operative in Invaders under 
P D code! I 


b7D 


Enclosed LHM classified ~4B f 1 ♦*" rr as it contains 

information from racial informants and sources of continuing value. 


2 - Bureau (Ernes* 11) (RM) 

2 - Detroit (Erne* 2) (RM) 

- New York (Bac. 2) (RM) 

- Memphis (1-157-1067) 

(1 - 157-2018) (IFOP) 
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LEAPS: 

DETROIT AMO NEW YORK DIVISIONS 


Will furnish any characterization re IFGO. 

The Detroit Division will furnish any information 
concerning possible trips of CODY VERNON SMITH and LOUIS WELCH 
to Detroit. Detroit please note that in cases entitlted 
COBY VERNON SMITH and LOUIS WELCH - Detroit has previously 
been furnished photographs and physical descriptions re their 
possible trips to Detroit. 

MEMPHIS 


AT MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE . 

Will be alert for any IF CO or related activity. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
June 6, 1969 


^COtgg^gtPrflE 


Re: INVADERS 

RACIAL MATTERS 


Following is a summary of recent activities Involving 
the Invaders, a Memphis, Tennessee, youthful black power group 
with headquarters at 271 Vance Avenue, Memphis, Tennessee: 

(A characterization of the Invaders is set forth 
in the Appendix Section.) 

On June 2, 1969, Lieutenant E. H. Arkin, Intelligence 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, and a first 
source both advised that they had learned that Coby Vernon Smith, 
male Negro, 2240 Brown, Memphis, who in recent months has been 
the spokesman and adviser and publicity agent for the Invaders, 
held a party at his home ,2240 Brown, in the garage apartment 
at the rear thereof. During the course of the party, Robert . ( 

Leon Worsham, Jr. , recently a Memphis State University (MSU) 
student, a male Negro, who resides at 1500 Davis Street, 

'taade a play for Coby Smith's girl friend, Polly McLean (phonetic), 
and as a result Worsham was thrown out of the party. At approxi- 
mately 1:40 a.m. , June 1, 1969, shortly after being thrown out 
of the party, Worsham returned to Coby Vernon Smith's home and 
shot Smith with a .22 caliber pistol, the bullet striking Smith 
in the upper part of his right leg resulting in a slight flesh 
wound. Robert Leon Worsham, Jr., was arraigned in City Court 
on June 2, 1969, Division II, the court of Judge Bernie Weinman. 
He was held to the state on a not-guilty plea, bond was set 
at $1500.00, and Worsham was represented in court by Attorney 
Phillip Kaminsky. 
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Smith, is a femalo Negro, ago 22, and, her address is listed as 
245 Hawthorne Street, Brooklyn, New- York* She has claimed to 
be employed with a theatrical group called the "Children's 
Theatre Group," address 35 East 75th Street, New York, New York. 

Both Lieutenant Arkin and source one advised that 
they understood through reliable sources that Coby Vernon Smith, 
despite his leg injury, was able to graduate , from Southwestern 
College at Memphis on Juno 1, 1969. 

On June 4, 1969, Lieutenant Arkin advised that John 
Charles Smith, male Negro, date of birth October 12, 1948, 

FBI Number 584 632 F, who claims residence at 2430 Vollentlne 
Street, Memphis, in care of his mother, Mrs. John Borders, 
is being sought on a warrant issued by the Memphis Police Department 
charging him with attempted homicide, the details of which are 
as follows: 


At approximately 1:36 a.m., June 4, 1969, one Freddie 
Pruitt, a male Negro, age 20, claiming legal residence 865 South 
Fourth Street, Apartment 25, Memphis, Tennessee, was found lying 
on his back on the sidewalk Just north of 248 Linden. Various 
witnesses stated that shortly prior thereto he had been shot by 
a male Negro, being shot in the back, and that a female companion 
when. she attempted to run into Walker's Lounge, 271 Hernando, 
had been shot by the same assailant in both legs* 

Lieutenant Arkin advised that records of the Memphis, 
Tennessee, Police Department revealed that a report of Officer 
R. C» Edwards revealed that Edwards, along with Lieutenant J. M. 
Prescott, proceeded to John Gaston Hospital where they interviewed 
the female victim, Rosetta Webb, who claims she resides on the 
third floor over Walker's Lounge located at 271 Hernando which 
is Just around the corner from 248 Linden. The report revealed 
that she, along with her boy friend, Freddie Pruitt, had about 
ten minutes before the shooting left the Harlem House on Hernando; 
walked toward Linden where they stopped to talk to a friend of 
hers known as "Stuff" who was later identified as Ernestine Johnson, 
a female Negro; that she began kidding with Johnsop regarding some 
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money; that Johnson began pulling on her clothes, talking in 
a loud voice; and that Rosetta's boy friend, Freddie Pruitt, 
tried to break up the argument which resulted in Johnson 
striking Freddie* ' An Individual known to her as John C. 

Smith, later identified by her as John Charles Smith, FBI 
Number 584 632 F, last known to reside at 2430 Vollentine, 
pulled a pistol from his blue jeans pants pocket underneath 
a dashiki shirt and shot Freddie Pruitt in the back. She 
told Smith a nd Johnson that she was going to call the police 
and she ran across Hernando toward Linden* Asishe crossed 
Linden, she heard four shots being fired at her, all of the 
shots missing her. She then ran to Walker's Lounge located 
at 271 Hernando, started to run up the steps, and through a 
glass door, when Smith fired through the glass door striking 
her in one leg, the bullet penetrating into the other leg. 

Lieutenant Arkin advised that Rosetta Webb's condition 
is not serious; that the condition of Freddie Pruitt is quite 
serious; and that he is in the Intensive Care Ward at John Gaston 
Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee. 

On June 4, 1969, sources one and two both advised 
that during recent months Rosetta Webb has' been considered by 
them to be a member of the Invaders and that she spends much 
of her time in the Invaders Headquarters, 271 Vance Avenue, 
and in association with various Invaders in the city of Memphis* 
They advised that Freddie Pruitt and Ernestine Johnson are 
not known to them to, have any formal connection with the 
Invaders. 

On Juno 4 and again on Juno 5, 1969, Lieutenant Arkin 
advised that John C. Smith is currently in a fugitive status 
and has not been located* 

Lieutenant Arkin pointed out that John C. Smith 
recently had the title of Assistant to the Minister of Defense 
of the Invaders but that in reality this was a title in name 
only. He advised that Smith is currently on parole from the 
State of California where he was charged on or about April 23, 
1965, with Assault With a Deadly Weapon. and that he had in anger 
fired at a theater manager through the theater door and hit a 
customer in the buttocks, using a hand gun as the assault weapon. 
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Lieutenant Arkin further advised that John C* Smith 
was reeontly arrested in Memphis , Tennessee , on a charge of 
Issuing fraudulent payroll cheeks drawn on a fictitious 
television company in Memphis and is currently free on bond 
on this charge* 

On June 6, 1909, Lieutenant Arkin advised that, 
according to Police Department records, at approximately 
4:401 a. m. , June 5, 1969, Police Department Officers R. W. 

Sojourner and W. R. Rutherford while cruising in the vlolnlty 
of Vance and Hernando found on the north side of Vance at 
Hernando a group of Negroes crowded around a male Negro and 
heard some of the crowd yell that the one male Negro had just 
been stabbed. This male Negro was found bleeding from the 
right chest and right cheek. Two female Nogroes, namely 
Joyce Smith, age 20, of 841 Saxon, and Mary Helen or Mary Ellen 
(last name unknown), according to officers, had gotten into 
a fight inside the Twilight Zone Lounge at 299 Vance. Joyce 
Smith was looated and stated that this was true. Joyce Smith , 
also stated when the fight at the Twilight Zone Lounge, which I 
occurred shortly before the stabbing, broke up, she and | 

Mary Holen left and went to 271 Vance, the headquarters of 
the Invaders, and that a few minutes later one Otis Parnell 
I (identified by sources one and two as an Invader) told her | 

' . , t hat i! Lance Watson had been stabbed by a female Negro, Mary I 

Helen or Mary Ellon (last name unknown) » The officers there-? 

1 after determined that the stabbing victim was Lance "Sweet 
I , Willie Wine" Watson (Memphis Police Department No. 64208, 
i vkFBI Number 209 402 D) , date of birth February 3, 1938, at 

.Memphis, Tennessee, a male Negro, who lists his legal address j 
i as 333 Webster, Memphis, Tennessee. The officers proceeded to I 
! John 1 ! Gaston Hospital where Watson was taken. He told them that 1 
i he had broken up a fight between the two female Negroes, Joycei , 
Smith and Mary Helen or Mary Ellen, and that when he turned around 
Mary: Helen or Mary Ellen stabbed him in the right chest with 
a brjoken beer bottle and stabbed him a second time on the 
i right cheek. He stated that when he ran to an oncoming car 
I to seek assistant?, she hit him on the head with the bottle. 

I He stated that he did. not want to prosecute this individual. 
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Lieutenant Arkin stated that he had determined 
from officials at the John Gaston Hospital that Watson’s 
condition 1 was not serious and that as of the afternoon of 
JUne 5, 1969, .he was in the Intensive Care Ward of John 
Gaston Hospital as a precautionary measure* The chest 
wouftd had not been sufficient to penetrate his lung and 
the wound was somewhat superficial as was the wound on his 
cheek. 


On June 2 and 3, 1969, sources one and two advised 
that the Invaders are in a state of confusion; that they have 
no finances; that they are remaining at 271 Vance Street, a store 
front, on a day-by-day basis, being some two months in arrears 
with their rent; that there is no real leadership; and that 
Lance “Sweet Willie Wine” Watson has apparently become somewhat 
disenchanted with his position of Chairman of the Invaders and 
recently has been spending most of his time in an effort to 
make some money by taking orders for dashikis, an Afro— type 
shirt, which are being handmade by a group of Negro women 
at 241 Linden* They stated further that Lance Watson and 
another Invader, Johnnie Lee Frierson, former Memphis State 
University (MSU) student, had written the lyrics to a song 
•»I Have Got A Feeling,” recorded by the Stax Recording Company, 
Memphis, Tennessee, by one ”011ie and the Nightingales,” a 
singing group* 

Lieutenant Arkin, on Juno 4, 1969, advised that the 
dashiki shop at 241 Linden is listed in the name of the 
Carodlne Furniture Distributing Company and that according to 
records of the Memphis Light, Gas and Water Division, Memphis, 
Tennessee, the utilities at 241 Linden are in the name of the 
Carodine Furniture Distributing Company*' Lieutenant Arkin 
advised that a confidential source of the Memphis Police Department 
advised that other services at this company list a phone under 
Number 627-2998 and that records of the City Tax Office, Memphis, 
revealed that 241 Linden is listed under the name I* E. or Jeanette 
Andreuccetti of 1849 East Brooks, Memphis, Tennessee. 


f 
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Tho 1068 Memphis City Directory reveals that 
Alonzo Carodine lives at 220 Linden Avenue and a Carodine 
Furniture Distributing Company is listed at 100 Linden. 

Alonzo's wife is listed as Grace} his daughter is listed as 
Yvonne, a student, 220 Linden. 

On June 4, 1060, the first source advised that Yvonne 
Carodine married one Richard Bonhart, male Negro, age 24, 
and that' they did recently live at 1075 Tampa Cove* Richard 
Bonhart has recently 1 attended Memphis State University and is 
currently employed as a Reporter for the "Memphis Commercial 
Appeal," a daily newspaper at Memphis, Tennessee. ’ The 
source advised that Richard Bonhart has been a member of the 
Black Student Association (ESA) , a small but militant black 
group at Memphis State University, which engaged in sit-ins 
in the Office of the Memphis State University President on 
April 23 and April 28, 1069, resulting in some 105 arrests 
on the latter date, during which the participants in the sit-in 
were charged with Trespassing on School Property, a state 
charge, and they have been indicted by the Shelby County Grand 
Jury but the trials have not as yet been set. The; same source 
advised that Bonhart has been associating in the dashiki shop 
at 241 Linden Avenue with two other BSA members and MSU 
students, Isaac Taylor and Floyd Peete* 

Source two confirmed this information adding that 
Isaac Taylor has allegedly told Lance "Sweet Willie* Wine" Watson 
that he will pay him a 10 per cent commission on any dashlkis 
which Watson is able to sell* 

Lieutenant Arkin advised that the Johnnie Lee Frierson 
with whom Watson has been engaged in the writing of songs, is 
the same Johnnie Lee Frierson currently under indictment, 
having been charged a few months ago with the severe physical 
assault on the MSU campus of a white male student, during 
which Frierson 1 severely injured the student in the face, 
resulting in plastic surgery and bone surgery being performed 
on the victim. 
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On June 1', 1969, the first source advised that oh 
May 31, 1969, Melvin Smith, Minister of African Culture and 
History of the Invaders, was walking around the downtown area 
of Memphis with four male Negroes whom, he identified as being 
from 1 Chicago, Illinois, and being connected with .the Black 
Panther Party in Chicago* Melvin Smith had quite a discussion 
with this group regarding the problem of organizing black 
militants in Memphis, indicating that there was a lack of 
organization and a lack of unity, and one Reverend Henry Logan 
Starks, male Negro, pastor of St* James AME Church, told 
this group of alleged Black Panthers that the Black Panthers 
were not wanted in Memphis, Tennessee, by the mass of the 
Negro race* | - <•> 

(A characterization of the Black Panther Party is 
set forth in the Appendix Section.) 

This group was not known to be traveling by automo- 
bile. All of these so-called Black Panthers appeared to be 
in their twenties j one was extremely tall, about 6 feet 4 inches, 
weighing approximately 190 to 200 pounds, with medium brown 
complexion,, full beard and goatee, black hair r worn in a„high<- 
Afro hairdo, dressed in a green dashiki and black bell-bottom. 
trousers, and could have been '30 years of age or possibly older* 

This individual wore dark glasses* A second individual *was“described 
as a male Negro in his middle twenties, about 5 feet ,10 inches 
tall, weighing 160 to 170 pounds, with, dark complexion, small, 
goatee on his chin and a mustache, wearing his hair in a very long 
Afro hairdo, and wearing a blue jeans suit, jacket and pants* 

A third member was^described as male Negro, about 24 or 25 years 
of age, 6 feet tall, weighing 180 pounds, with dark complexion, 
clean-shaven but having a mustache, with medium-length Afro 
hairdo* wearing a blue jeans suit over which he wore a dashiki* 

The fourth menber appeared to be somewhat younger, possibly 21 
to 23, 5 feet 11 Inches in height, weighing 200 pouiids, with 
light brown skin, short Afro hairdo, mustache with a Van Dyke 
type beard, wearing a black shirt and pants* 
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One of the so-called Black Panthers Indicated that 
the group would leave Memphis on June 1, 1969, and they 
were merely looking over the town with regard to the possi- 
bility of organising in Memphis. 

Source one stated that he had no specific proof 
that this group actually was members of the Black Panther 
Party. 


This information was corroborated on June 2, 1969, 
by a second source who advised that the above four individuals 
were first seen in Memphis as early as May 30, 1969, according 
to information furnished by Lance "Sweet Willie Wine” Watson, 
who claimed that this group had pulled their guns and shot 
at a police helicopter but that Wine told them to stop 
because the police might put him back in jail. 

[ i 

(Lieutenant Arkin has advised that he has been 
able to make no determination that anyone has recently shot 
at a police helicopter.) 

The second source advised that on the evening of 
May 31, 1969, the above four described alleged Black Panthers 
were in contact with some of the Invaders . The largest 
individual of the four indicated that the group would leave 
town on June 1, 1969, and might return to Memphis at a later 
date. They left the Invaders headquarters on foot and according 
to source two have not been seen since. 

! Source two similarly pointed out that he has no 

specific proof that this group were members of the Black Panther 
Party, pointing out that many visiting Negroes in an effort to 
impress individuals will claim that they are with some nationally 
known black power group. 

Also on June 2, 1969, source one advised that on that 
date a white prostitute, name not known, who works the downtown 
Beale Street— Hernando- Vance—Linden black neighborhood, appeared 
in the area with a patch over her eye, claiming that a group 
of young Invaders physically assaulted her and "worked her over," 
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apparently not wanting her in their area* 

On June 3, 1969 ,| ^dvised that he had 

been reliably informed by some of the Invaders that some of 
then had in fact severely whipped this unknown white 
prostitute* 

On June 6 , 1969, Lieutenant E* H. Arkin advised 
that on tho afternoon of June 5, 1989, a male Negro known 
as T« C. Jones, 266 Pauline, also known as T. Winfred Janes, 

266 Pauline, but who gave the police ’his address as 271 Vance, 
which is the address of the Invaders Headquarters, was walking 
a German shepard dog on Vance near the Invaders headquarters 
at about 3i20 p«n* and as a Mrs* Ruth Washington, female Negro, 
of 267 Pontotoc cane along with her 4-year-old son, Danny 
Washington, the big dog suddenly jumped at Danny, bit him on 
both legs, and Mrs* Washington had to "beat the dog off*'* 

Danny Washington has been treated for the dog bites at the 
John Gaston Hospital, Memphis. Lieutenant Arkin stated 
that Negro witnesses to the incident stated that Jones or 
James made no effort to restrain the dog} that in the con- 
fusion following the biting incident the dog disappeared} 
and that a Negro male who witnessed the incident proceeded 
to soundly thrash Jones or James because the dog attacked 
the boy while he stood idly by* Lieutenant Arkin stated that 
James is currently being held in Memphis City Jail without 
charges and that he admits knowing the dog's whereabouts 
but will not tell the police, despite the fact that the 
Police Department officials have explained to the arrestee 
that if tho dog is not located and quarantined for ten days 
to determine tho presence or nonpresence of rabies that the , 
victim, Danny Washington, will have to undergo a series of painful 
rabies shots * 

James told the police, "If you want to find out where 
the dog is, go to 271 Vance*" 
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On June 6, 1969, sources one and two advised that 
the dog in question has been hanging around the Invaders 
Headquarters} that it is a German shepard, mangy, not being 
properly fed or cared for; and that as recently as the 
night of June 3, 1969, Lance ’’Sweet Willie Wine” Watson 
had the dog with him in downtown Memphis.; 

Both sources one and two identified T. C. Jones, 
also known as James, as being an Invader, who only recently 
became affiliated with the group. 
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BLACK PANTHER PARTY 


According to its official newspaper, the Black 
Panther Party .(BPP) was started during December, 1966, in 
Oakland, California, to organize black people so they can 
take control of the life, politics, and the destiny of the 
black community. It was organized by Bobby George Seale, 

BPP Chairman, and Huey P. Newton, BPP Minister of Defense. 

Newton is presently serving a sentence of 2 to IS years on 
a conviction of manslaughter in connection with the killing 
of an Oakland police officer. 

* i 

• The official newspaper, 'The Black Panther," which 
further describes itself as the "Black Community News Service," 
states that the BPP advocates the use of guns and guerrilla 
tactics in its revolutionary program to end oppression of the 
black people. Residents of the black community are urged to 
arm themselves against the police who are consistently referred 
to in the publication as "pigs" who should bo killed. . 

"The Black Panther" issue of September 7, 1968, contains 
an editorial by BPP Minister of Education, George Mason Murray, 
which ends with the following: 

"Black men. Black people, colored persons of America, 
revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only culture worth 
keeping is a revolutionary culture. Change, Freedom everywhere. 
Dynamite.' Black Power. Use the gun. Kill the pigs everywhere." 

Included in the introduction to an article appearing 
in the October 5, 1968, edition of 'The Black Panther" is the 
statement. "...we will not dissent from American Government. 

Wo will overthrow it." 

* 

Issues of 'The Black Panther" regularly contain 
quotations from the writings of Chairman MAO Tso-tung of the 
People's Republic of China and feature MAO's statement that 
"political power grows out of the barrel of a gun." 

The. national headquarters of the BPP is located at 3106 
Shatfuck Avenue, Eerkeley, California, Branches have been 
established at various locations throughout the United States, 
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public schools* Over 25 have been convicted for these 
offenses, most of them making bond and -appealing convictions 
For example, John Burrell Smith has been convicted of 
inciting a high school riot and possession of marijuana. 
Charles Laverne Cabbage has been convicted of carrying a 
pistol, third degree burglary, and refusal to report for 
Armed Forces induction. 

Both sources added that these arrests and the 
attendant publicity have weakened the influence of the 
Invaders and caused them to be less vocal and less publicly 
contentious. Their membership is estimated at forty with 
only about twenty hard-core members* The invaders have no 
financial resources of consequence which further restricts 
their activities. Sources one and two added that the 
Invaders primarily engage in psychological warfare by 
attempting to convince the community that they are far 
more powerful and potentially violent than is actually the 
case. Sources one and two advised that on .occasion the 
Invaders refer to their group as the BOP but actually the 
only active cell is the Invaders. 
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This document contains neither recommendations, nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and 
is loaned to your agency; it and its content8> are ,not> to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION Gj 
DA^E .05-06-2012 
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FU'No. 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 

June 6, 1969 


Title: 


b7D -4 


Character: 

Reference: 


RACIAL MATTERS 


Memorandum dated. and captioned as 
above prepared at Memphis, 
Tennessee 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities^ 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished 
reliable information in the past* 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed .outside 
your agency. 
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DEC LAS S I F I CAT XTTw AUTHORITY pERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 


FBI DATE 03-06-201; 


Date: 6/6/69 


Transmit the following In 


(Type in plain text or cade) 


FROM: 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (157-8460) 


SAC, MEMPHIS 


INVADERS, aka. 
RM 


(157-1067) (P) 


1 Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies of 
LHM dated and captioned as above. 

t 

Copies of the enclosed LHM are being furnished to 
the United States Attorney and U. S. Secret Service, both at 
Memphis, and to Regional Offices of Military Intelligence* 

I 1 I I b7D -2,4,6 

| Source one is | 

f Source two is I 


The enclosed LHM is classified fiSSKHBBWEXSk due to 
the necessity of protecting lnfoxmants of continuing value 
to the protection of the security of the United States* 

2 - Bureau (Encs.ll) (RM) 

3 - Chicago (Encs»3)(RM) 

(1 - 157-Invaders) 

(2 - 157-Black Panthers) 

1 - San Francisco (Enc ♦ 1) ( Inf o) (RM) 

J2L- New York (Encs«2)(RM) 


(1 - 157-JL067) 

(1 - 157-556, Possible Racial Violence, Major Urban Areas) 


, (1 - 157-1168, , gJfrtiafrlftn li 

(1 - 100-4394, 

, (1 - 157-1626, 

(1 - 157-1820, 

O. - 157-1205,1 

'(T)- 170-70 Sul» 

(1 - 157-NEW,1 , 

(1 - 66-1687 Sub A, Dissemination 

WHLrgmh yJ 

/l ON / 



nessee) 


*.=£.4 HZ'. 


SHED 








no -Jo 


Approved: 


Special Aa/nt in Charge 


M Per 
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LE ADS: 

CHICAGO DIVISION 

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Chicago is requested to identify tho four visitors 
to Memphis and to furnish any identifying data. 


SAW FRANCISCO DIVISION ( INFORMATION ) 

Information copy is being furnished San Francisco 
since it is origin in tho case ro the Black Panthors. 


NEW YORK DIVISION 

AT NEW YORK. NEW YORK 

Will identify POLLY MC LEONARD, Negro female, 245 Hawthorn© 
Street, Brooklyn, New York, and the Children’s Theatre Group, 

35 East 75th Street, New York, N. Y. 
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FBI AUT OHAT I LAS SIFIC AXIOM QUID E 
. DATE 03-07-Z0^P 


OPTIONAL FORM MO; «• 
MAV ll*R IMTION 
«M OIN. HO. NO. 17 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : SAC (157-1067) 


DATE; 6/13/69 


FROM ; SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


subjects INVADERS 


On 6/6/69 
as follows: 


advised SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


Local 1733 | AFSCME, which threatens to strike all 
city facilities beginning 7/1/69, held a press conference at 
AME Minimum Salary Building, 276 Hernando, on the morning of 
6/6/69* JESSE EPPS, Assistant to President of the Union, 

JERRY WORF, had a press conference. WILL D* CAMPBELL of 
Nashville, Board member, Tennessee Council on Human Relations, 
discussed the Methodist Hospital situation, wherein 25 young 
blacks quit after one black girl had recently been fired for 
going to a wedding without an advance excused absence* 

CAMPBELL and TCHR Executive Director BAXTON BRYANT popped 
off, Indicating, they are helping Local 1733, which has also 1 
tried to intercede in the Methodist Hospital situation* 

EPPS wants to picket East Memphis stores, Saturday, 6/7/69* 

LANCE WATSON IN HOSPITAL 

LANCE "Sweet Willie Wine" WATSON is in John Gaston 
Hospital* He was cut in the chest and face on the early 
morning of 6/5/69 by one or two female Negro prostitutes in 
the vance-Hernando area by a broken beer bottle* Circumstances 
of the fight are not known* 

1-157-1067 

C3^170-70-Sub - ME 338-R 

1-157-556 - Possible Racial Violence Major Urban Areas 
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JOHN CHARLES SMITH IN FUGITIVE STATUS 

"Big John” (JOHN CHARLES SMITH) is being sought 
by police after shooting one FREDDIE PRUITT in the back and 
shooting Invader ROSETTA WEBB in both legs 6/4/69 (reliable) » 
Vance Avenue sources say that JOHN CHARLES SMITH was with a 
notorious Beale Street prostitute, ERNESTINE "Stuff" JOHNSON, 
at the time of the altercation. 

It will be recalled that in the spring of 1969 
Beale Street dope peddler "JIGGS" was running with. ERNESTINE 
JOHNSON and was staying with her at 87 East McKellar Street, 
a rooming house. Ernestine .tohnson was raised in Walker 
Homes Subdivision an 

~~| in the Beale Street area. OREE 
McKENZIE, one of the original Invaders and now out on bond, 
said on 6/5/69 that JOHN CHARLES SMITH will probably run 
and leave town., He may go back to the Los Angeles, California, 
area where he used to live, OREE loafs at the log Cabin Cafe, 
236 South Parkway West. 

JOHN CHARLES SMITH has recently been running with 
a lot of the Beale-Hernando prostitutes. He had reportedly 
made some remarks that he was "tired of some of the things 
going on in the area." He apparently got into an argument 
With ROSETTA WEBB and PRUITT. 

ERNESTINE JOHNSON has two young children. 

Also on 6/6/691 

| | advised that EPPS has A _ 0 

conference set up Friday, e/6/69, at 11:00 a.m., with 
DAVID COOLEY, Executive Director, Memphis- Chamber of b7] r 

Commerce, to discuss the impending strike and Lopal 1733 
demands for more pay for its workers. EPPS has said he 
will intensify Local 1733 economic pressure on white 
businessmen in an effort to Induce them to bring more 
pressure on city officials to grant the demanded union 
concessions. Local 1733 wants to concentrate on the Chisca 
Hotel and Chisca Plaza, operated by Memphis City Councilman 
TOM TODD. 

| a Iso talked with Shelby County Commissioner 
LEE LYDEN, who is in charge of Shelby County Penal Farm. 

HYDEN has been talking to CHARLES L. CABBAGE, who has 
definitely been "conning" HYDEN by putting on a persecuted 
martyred complex. He has HYDEN believing he was jailed becauso 
of his advocacy of civil rights for blacks, etc. She said HYDEN 
is a "bleeding heart." 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 7/2/69 


FROM 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


SUBJECT: INV ADERS 

RM 


RE: BLACK ARCADE 

The, Dashiki Shop, "Black Arcade," 241 Linden, 
"fronted" by LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON, Chairman of 
the Invaders, and managed by BILLY CARODINE, brother or uncle, 
of YVONNE BONHART, wife of RICHARD BONHART, and by Memphis 
State University (MSU) law student ISAAC TAYLOR, has moved 
from 241 Linden to 300 E. McLemore. 

RE: RONALD LOUIS IVY 

On or about 6/24/69 ISAAC TAYIXJR commented that 
MSU graduate (May, 1968) and former Black Student Association 
(BSA) leader RONALD LOUIS IVY, is opening a "store front," 
"movement," and "black art" shop around 883 or 887 Porter, 
which' he inferred will be connected with the Black Arcade. 

He did not elaborate. 
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RE: COMMITTEE FOR PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE 

FORREST CITY, ARK. 

For about the past ten days such Invaders as EDDIE 
MORRIS, JR., aka TATE, RAYMOND LEE, JOE LEE BURNS, JR., aka 
KING JEWELL, ROBERT MYLES, aka MILES, VERMELLE "GAMA LA" JONES, 
and Invader Chairman LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON have 
been in Forrest City, Ark., helping Rev. CATO BROOKS and Rev. 
JAMES F. COOLEY with captioned movement to bring pressure on 
the white community to grant concessions fro the blacks. 

They are merely there for excitement, thrills, and to serve 
as a glorified "black mafia" to scare the local white power 
structure. 


On 6/26/69 ROBERT MYLES was in Memphis saying he 
was "here to pick up some stuff for WATSON" but did not 
elaborate. He was, however, trying to got up $15 with 
which to got his car out of a repair shop. He claims to live 
on North Fifth St. 

RE : CACHEATUH SMITH 

CACHEATUH, the Invader secretary and paramour of 
LANCE WATSON, is back living with her mother and grandmother. 

Her baby, fathered by WATSON, is about due. She is disillusioned 
with WATSON but will stick with him. She recently said she 
realized he has, in the past, sired a lot of youngsters and 
never taken care of them and she realizes he has recently, been 
running around with "Beale St." prostitutes. 

She said WATSON, as a money raising gimmick, was 
to have on Saturday, 6/28/69, a black art festival in Handy 
Park selling raffle tickets at $.50 each. She stated that 

WATSON would probably still be in Forrest City, Ark., that she 

had issued a lot of tickets but as she had no control over 

them she was worried. She said they would try to get VERMELLE 

"GAMALA" JONES, former paramour of ANTRAIBN SHADAD (ANTHONY 
WAYNE BAILEY) to help and would try to get help from the 
Black Arcade. 

' CACHEATUH is badly confused, has been corrupted and 
demoralized by WATSON. 
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RE: MELVIN SMITH "CONNING" CATHOLIC CHURCH 


MELVIN SMITH, Minister of African Culture, Invaders, 
is an inveterate bum,' will not work, mooches all over Beale 
St., Hernando, South Fourth, and Linden area. He hangs out 
at St. Patrick's Catholic Church, run by paulist priests 
WILLIAM GREENSPUN and Father MARTIN. He claims they are 
backing him in a project sponsored by the Cat ho lies, .whereby 
he will counsel releasees from Tennessee State Boys. Reformatory 
at Pikeville, Tonn. 

RE: MELVIN' SMITH AND EMMETT HOUSE ARGUE WITH 

L EON ARD SMALL 

On 6/25/69 MELVIN SMITH and EMMETT HOUSE, recently 
an Invader and. now a dope head, a Beale St. "hanger-on", 
had a bitter argument with LEONARD SMALL, male Negro, -former 
personnel officer at the State of Tennessee in Memphis and now 
with National Negro Business League, 588 Vance and a solid 
citizen. 


MELVIN was attacking the United States policy in 
Vietnam and praising the North. Vietnamese and advocating a 
black violent revolution in the United: States as outlined and, 
called for by the- late black revolutionist MALCOM’ X. He 
defended the right of blacks to steal, rape, engage in dope, 
and law violations in retaliation against the white power 
structure. He attacked the family structure in the United 
States as a "tool of capitalism." EMMETT HOUSE echoed his 
remarks.; 


LEONARD SMALL bitterly attacked SMITH and HOUSE, 
defended the United ‘"States ’system- and- spoke., against. revolution, 
thoroughly excoriated both of them as lazy incompetents who 
were moochers on society and a cancer on the black race. The 
argument became, most, heated. 

MELVIN bragged that United States troops are 
deserting at a rate of 10 a day to the Communist North 
Vietnamese. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO = SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 7/3/69 


FROM : sA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

SUBJECT: INVADERS 
RM 


Information set forth hereinafter has been orally 
furnished to the Intelligence Bureau of the Memphis: PD: 

Oh 6/17 and 20/69 | ~| orally advised SA WILLIAM 

H. LAWRENCE that MELVIN SMITHS until recently minister of Af rica: 
culture -of , the Invader's but who now claims -he is technic ally b( 
not an Invader, said he suspects I I is a b 

police officer working in some undercover capacity as did b 
Memphis PD Patrolman MARRELL. MC COLLOUGH. He did not give, 
his basis, said he was not bitter. In fact, he said he has 
always admired MC COLLOUGH, that both MC COLLOUGH and SMITH 
were from Mississippi and had the same, basic, childhood back-: 
grounds. 

SMITH will not work and does not seem to want, to 
work. He bums $.50 to $1.00 or whatever he can get.; 
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He said he recently talked to an erudite Black 
Nationalist in Gary, Ind., whom he worked with prior to coming 
to Memphis. This Black Nationalist gave him some excellent 
advice to the effect that "you can’t do any constructive work 
for black or civil rights while you are in jail." MELVIN 
criticized so many Invaders who have performed what he termed 
"senseless" criminal acts resulting in their being jailed. 

MELVIN has a room near Linden and Hernando, sometimes 
sleeps in the Black Arcade, the new dashiki shop, 241 Linden, 
operated by YVONNE BONHART, VERMELLE "GAMA LA" JONES, and JOE 
CALHOUN and "fronted" by LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON. b6 

b7 

Invader GWENDOLYN WHITE is now working for one of hi 

the Harlem Houses. Her sister, name not known, was jus£ 

given a lone prison sentence in local Criminal Court. I I 


MELVIN SMITH is very close to Father WILLIAM GREENSPUN, 
Paulist priest at St. Patrick's Parish, Linden Ave. He claims 
he, MELVIN, has about "conned" the Catholic Church in giving 
him a $6,000 grant with which to establish a "day care center" 
at or near St. Patrick's. 

MELVIN is getting backing of Catholic women especially, 
through Sienna College in this regard. 

He complained that Rev. MALCOM BLACKBURN, Rev. H. 

RALPH JACKSON, and others at AME Minimum Salary, will not help 
him. He laughed and said when he set up his budget for his 
day car center, he forgot to stipulate or project a salary 
for himself. 

MELVIN is obviously jealous of LANCE "SWEET WILLIE 
WINE" WATSON, chairman of the Invaders. He said WINE is a 
supreme egotist and "con" artist, not sincere, and is a "front," 
"sham," and "phony." 

To show the inconsistency of MELVIN, shortly prior 
to 6/17/69 MELVIN claimed he was once a close follower of 
male Negro ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, now a Federal fugitive living 
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in Cuba and Tanzania and formerly in Red China and former 
head of Revolunt ionary Action Movement (RAM) and presently 
in exile of New African Republic. 

In fact, he said WILLIAMS taught him how he could 
blow up buildings by creating internal fires in air conditioning 
units by using boxes of matches as an incindiary device. He 
did not elaborate* ; 

WATSON is attempting through LEONARD SMALL, male 
Negro, 588 Vance, Negro Business League, to get a Federal 
Government Small Business Administration loan to expand the 
Black Arcade, Dashiki Shop at 241 Linden. WATSON continues 
to "mooch” and "bum" $.50 to $1.00 peddling photographs of 
himself. He in effect is extorting money as many small 
merchants and businessmen give him money out of fear, lest 
he or Invaders damage their property if they fail to make a 
contribution. 

A Mrs. CARADINE, mother-in-law of Black Student 
Association (BSA) leader RICHARD BONHART, a copy boy at 
The Commercial Appeal newspaper, owns a sundry store at Linden 
and Hernando, owns or rents building at 241 Linden, Black 
Arcade. Her daughter, YVONNE BONHART, runs the Black Arcade. 
This used to be a second-hand furniture store. 

VERMELLE "GAMALA" JONES, erstwhile wife of ANTHONY 
BAILEY, III, aka ANTRAIBN SHADAD, works there. "GAMALA" 
recently said that SHADAD, who has left town after recent 
release from the Shelby County Penal Farm, called her long 
distance. 


did not know JOE CALHOUN, who also works b7D 
at the Black Arcade. CALHOUN is very talented, designs all 
sorts of black art and black fashions. 

ISAAC TAYLOR, MSU student and BSA leader, loafs 
a lot at the Black Arcade as does FRANK MITCHELL, former 
Invader and former MSU student. 

RICHARD BONHART and COBY VERNON SMITH are trying to 
start a "black ghetto" oriented newspaper, trying to get their 
photography work done gratis. 
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CACHEATUH SMITH, erstwhile secretary of the 
invaders and fiancee of LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON, 
is pregnant by WINE. The baby is due momentarily. CACHEATUH 
now says she realizes WINE will not take care of the baby 
and will not support it and will not settle down and live 
with her as a husband and father. She stated she realizes 
that when he got stabbed on 6/5/69 by a Beale St. prostitute 
’that he had been running around with several prostitutes. 

An (FNU) PARKER, male Negro, MSU student and BSA 
member, works nights at the Post Office. He drives a white 
Oldsmobile Toronado. He had a BSA sweatshirt on in a picture 
with JAMES MOCK, DAVID ACEY, and RON IVY on or about 4/21/69 
at MSU. He was seen riding Memphis PD Homicide Bureau fugitive 
JOHN CHARLES SMITH, an Invader, on McLemore between Mississippi 
Blvd. and South Orleans St. on Sunday, 6/7/69. SMITH on 6/4/69 
shot FREDDIE PRUITT and Invader ROSETTA WEBB, PRUITT in the 
back and ROSETTA in both legs. Both are now out of the 
hospital. ROSETTA still limps. 

MICHAEL JEROME STARKS, Invader and Black Knight, 
has recently been collecting money with which to "hide out” 
JOHN CHARLES SMITH. He said he has had JOHN CHARLES SMITH 
hidden out in Jackson, Tenn., with friends or relatives of 
MICHAEL and through these contacts wants to get JOHN CHARLES 
SMITH an automobile ride as far as Denver, Colo., but he did 
not elaborate. 

STARKS is obviously staying in the Beale-Hernando- 
South Fourth-Linden Ave. area as he changes clothes 3 or 4 
times a day. 

MICHAEL STARKS said JOHN CHARLES has changed his 
appearance, has shaved his head and mustache and is losing 
weight. 
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Memorandum 


SAC (157-1067) date: 7/10/69 

SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


INVADERS 

RM 


On. 6/30/, 7/1 and 7/3/69, 


advised as follows: 

b7D -4 


RE: SHIRLEY KNOX, CACHE ATUH SMITH AND JUANITA MILLER 

Above three individuals are. all Invaders.; All; admit- 
ted to l having gone to Forrest City, Ark. , the week 

ending 6/28/69 to participate in local Committee for Peaceful 
Coexistence, due to the. fact that Invader Chairman LANCE "SWEET 
WILLIE WINE" WATSON is working on this project. 
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JUANITA MILLER is working for Memphis War on Poverty 
Committee, financed' .by OEO. She recently moved to a new apart- 
ment located at 589 Richmond, Apt. 4 . 

SHIRIEY KNOX rooms with MILLER but lives with her 
parents at 878 South 4th St., Apt. 136 (Fowler Homes, Memphis 
Housing Authority project), home telephone :525— 7675. The. 1968 
directory lists ODESSA KNOX, 878 S. 4th St., Apt. 136, is employed 
as a maid for Holiday .Inns. 

JOHN LEE PARKS dated ERMA CLANTON PARKS, Post Office 
employee, driver of a 1966 whit e Oldsmobile Toronado, Tennessee^ 
license BK-2964', whom l~ ~l has seen riding JOHN CHARIES 

SMITH, Invader. SMITH, a Memphis PD: Homicide. Bureau fugitive 
(shot two Negroes 6/4/69), has been dating ERMA CLANTON, 38 or 39 
year old drama and speech teacher at. Melrose High School. She 
is ^basically a middle of the roader. 

RE:' COMMITTEE FOR PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 

LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON, EDDIE MORRIS JR. , 
aka Tate, and RAYMOND LEE are all still in Forrest City with 
above; committee.: 

| Ifurnished photographs taken at Forrest City b7D 

the night of 6/17/69 at .committee meeting at St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church,; depicting the crowd,- all black- except one 
white woman who helped committee and one. white; male, reporter 
from Little Rock. These photographs depict committee leader 
Revy CATO BROOKS. 

Informant also- furnished, photographs taken 6/20/69 
during a committee— sponsored 'march, depicting many local Forrest 
City, Ark., people, plus Invaders: 

LANCE "SWEET WILLIE .WINE" WATSON 

SHIRIEY KNOX 

RAYMOND LUCIOUS LEE 

SHERMAN YATES . . 

EDDIE MORRIS JR.-, aka ,, and his girl friend 

PEGGY ANN SMITH 

Two unknown subjects and JOE IEE BURNS JR. , aka 

EDDIE MORRIS JR. , aka. 

>, Copies of these photographs are. being sent to Little 

Rock for its file re; Committee for Peaceful Coexistence. Others 
are being channeled to individual files. 
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RE: WATSON’S MOTHER AND CACHE ATUH SMITH 


LANCE WATSON's mother knows that CACHEATU SMITH, 
Invader secretary and girl friend of LANCE. -WATSON, is pregnant 
by him. She told CACHE ATUH she doubted that WATSON would take 
care of the baby but she would help out. She isfmarried to an 
ARTHUR BALLARD and lives at 1709 South Parkway East, telephone 
272-?3172. She has mixed emotions' about WATSON, and does not 
want him in Invaders but still respects him as a son. 

CHARLES S. BALLARD, EMMETT HOUSE and VERDELL BROOKS 
are loafing. All three are former Invaders and are loafing in 
the Beale-Hernando -vile-ridden area. -None are- working., .HOUSE 
is worst, is a dope head and alcoholic, and bums from everyone., 
BROOKS is lazy and follows, line of least resistance. BALLARD 
talks a "good game," saying ye ■' wants, to go back to- college.. 

MELVIN SMITH has OEO job. He still is a Beale St. 
bum and is living in a rooming house around Linden and Hernando. 
He is now working on a project sponsored by Father Bertrand High 
School and financed by Office of Economic Opportunity and Memphis. 
War on Poverty Committee , teaching young- boys, and returnees or 
parolees from state reformatory. He bragged that on 7/1/69 
he took some of these boys to. visit the City Court of Judge 
BERNIE WEINMAN., 

MELVIN said he resented the fact that the FBI inter- 
viewed him on or about 6/30/69.: OEO is branch of U.; S. Depart- 

ment of Health, Education and Welfare. 

JOHN B. SMITH and OREE MC KENZ IE are both, dormant . 

Both are. assiduously avoiding, any contact or ^association with 
current. Invader group.: They do not want to jeopardize their 

current appeals of recent, court convictions. 

Above information is being furnished to the Intelli- 
gence Division of the Memphis PD.- 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


SAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) DATE: 7/10/69 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


INVADERS 

RM 


INFO RE FUGITIVE JOHN CHARLES SMITH 

JOHN LEE PARKS, MICHAEL J, STARKS, and WILLIE T, 
HARRIS all may be hiding him. 
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On 7/31/69 | furnished to the writer 

recently obtained photograpns of the following individuals* 

14 photographs of father MAHONEY, Pastor 
of St* Patrick’s Catholio Church, Linden 
Ave. ) Memphis, Tenn. , who is a close 
friend of Minister of Defense and Minister 
of African Culture of the Invaders, MELVIN 
SMITH, and who, along with rather WILLIAM 
GRBENSPUN and father CHARLES MARTIN* allows 
MELVIN and some of the Invaders to use the 
facilities of this church* 

11 photographs of JAMES EDWARD MOCK* who 
was the self-acclaimed leader of the 
Black Student Association (BSA)* Memphis 
State University (MSU), during the spring 
of 1969* 


(These are recent photographs of both MOCK 
and MAHONEY taken In 7/69. The photograph 
of MOCK depicts him with his beard shaved* 
Riving him a definite different appearance 
than that which he previously had*) 

7 photographs of WIU3ERT JAMBS* JR** aka 
T. C* v a local Invader last knovn to be 
in forrest City, Ark** with the Invader 
Chairman LANCE ’’SWEET WILLIE WINE” WATSON. 


(This photogsaph was also taken in 7/69 
and depicts JAMBS in his Afro garb with 
a large earring hanging from his right 
ear*) 
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These photographs are retained in the respective 
tiles of WILBERT JAMES, JR., and JAMES EDWARD MOCK. With 
regard to the photographs of father MAHOMET, they are being 
retained in the 1-A section of the invaders file. 

Copies of these photographs have been .made 
available to Detective JERRV DAVIS of the Intelligence 
Bureau, Memphis, Tenn., JPD. 
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8/15/69 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 
INVADERS 


On 8/7/69 1 j advlsed that he had heard b?D - 

nothing further concerning: the Committee lor Peaceful 
Coexistence, Forrest City, Arkansas, in which LANCE 
"SWEET WILLIS WINS" WATSON, the Chairman of the Invaders, 
and other young Invader dissidents have been working in 
Forrest City and other areas of Arkansas off and on since 
6/17/09. Be feels that this group is now concentrating 
in Arkansas, having failed to get any support from Memphians. 

WATSON and his followers are not known to have 
been in Memphis for the past ten days* 

f * 

Informant pointed out that several of the group 
which were in Forrest City have lost Interest. They 
were considered loosely to be Invaders such as RAYMOND LUCIUS, 
LEE, SHIRLEY KNOX, and MICHAEL JEROME STARKS. They are now 
back In Memphis. STARKS apparently will not work, is loafing 
around the Beale Street area, and RAYMOND LEE on 8/4/69 
was dropped off with SHIRLEY KNOX at the apartment of 
JUANITA MILLER, •» good-time girl who in the past has 
run with the Invaders, with the SCLC and other groups, 
and who is now working for the War on Poverty Committee 
on the Worth Memphis project. She lives In an apartment 
at 589 Richmond and LEE indicated that he and SHIRLEY 
KNOX and MICHAEL STARKS are all staying at MILLER *s house* 
apparently having a good time while she is working during 
the day. 
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Informant has also seen RONALD LOUIS IVY 
and ISAAC TAYLOR of the Black Arcade. IVY no longer 
talks militant. He is talking like a capitalist, is 
attempting to make money out of theBlack Arcade /by 
selling dashikis and other merchandise of Black African 
culture nature and in fact, in connection with, a recent 
rather aggravated civil rights case involving the police 
allegedly breaking the a rms of a young 17-year-old Negro 
boy from Wisconsin, on hearing of this IVY shoved no interest 
Whatsoever in making any protests. IVY has made no 
mention whatsoever of the Black Student Association (BSA) 
and informant feels now that the wild statements made by 
IVY during the April, I960, crisis at Memphis State 
University were emotional arguments -and that IVY had 
no intention of following through. 

Informant feels that the Black Arcade headed by 
IVY and ISAAC TAYLOR will be a failure due to the fact 
that the workmanship pn the dashikis made by these 
people are poor, the seams are not good, and that they 
cannot make a living selling nothing but dashikis. Be 
pointed out that an unusual situation exists and that 
one ERNESTINE HOUSTON, female Negro, who was rather 
precocious child, graduating from LeMoyne College at an 
early age and being probably the first female Negro to 
ever go through the University of Tennessee Medical School, 
is not working, is loafing at the Black Arcade, and that 
her father recently stated that despite -the fact that the 
girl has graduated from Medical School, has done her Internship 
that she refuses to go to work in private practice and glories 
in loafing around the so-called ’’black hippie types” who hang 
out at the Black Arcade. 


- 2 - 




FBI-Withers-1606 




DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC D E C jttLS I F I CAT I OM GUIDE 
DATE 03-01-2012 


OPTIONM fONM 140, to 
MAY 19*2 fCMttOM 
CIA oew. MO. 140. 77 


5010-10* 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO ; 

SAC, MEMPHIS 

FROM ; 

SA WILLIAM H 

SUBJECT: 

INVADERS 


RM 


On 7/31/69, f 


LAWRENCE as follows: 


orally advised SA WILLIAM E. 


b7D -4 


RE; RAYMOND L e LEE, AND MICHAEL JEROME STARKS' 

RAYMOND L, LEE, recent Invader follower, who had been 
to Forrest City, Ark., to work with Committee for Peaceful < 
Coexistence, headed by Rev* CATO BROOKS, Forrest City, Ark., 
with LANCE WATSON, Prime Minister of Invaders, is back in 
Memphis. He loafs with MICHAEL JEROME STARKS and neither seem 
;to want to work. He said something about them going ‘to see 
one FOSTER ADAMS in the McCall Building at some sort of a 
community agency. STARKS keeps saying he wants ^ogootoschool 
but indications are that he is too lazy to do so. .STARKS:; brags > 
about having been a salesman at Julius Lewis, and Hardy Shoes. 

He seems to know all the Beale Street, Hernando, and Fourth 
Street prostitutes and, circumstantially, indications are that 
STARKS may be pimping Negro womenas he definitely is not working 
He is also running with some unidentified young male Negroes who 
have the reputation of being shoplifters. c. 
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BE LANCE WATSON AND FORREST CITY 

Th© disabled veteran (FNU) PINKSTON, male Negro of' 
Forrest City, Ark., who frequently comes to Memphis, keeps 
saying that Rev. CATO BROOKS is trying to politically use 
Ark. Governor WINTHROP ROCKEFELLER . He recently had an 
appointment to see the Governor and failed to shop up. „Je 
is getting egotistical and "full of , himself**. PINKSTON ©aid LANCE 
WATSON is not overly effective in the Forrest City area., 

b6 -4 

EMMA JEAN and LOUIS WELCH b7c -4 

EMMA JEAN WELCH, I I and sister of recent- 

invader Chairman, LOUIS WELCH, is back on the streets but says 
nothing regarding the whereabouts of LOUIS* She has ^a id nothing 
further concerning her alleged trip to Peoria, 111., for .the 
purpose of I " I nor has she said anything concerning 

RISE HELLER, a white female who LOUIS was pimping around late 
April and early May, 1969. 

REt MELVIN SMITH and BLACK PANTHERS 1 

MELVIN, who was Minister of Defense of Invaders,, says 
he is fed up with LANCE WATSON and Invaders; that for all practical 
purposes Invaders have ceased to exist . An unidentified Negro 
girl recently commented that MELVIN SMITH had recently said' k® 
would form a Black Panther Party in Memphis. She did not ^ 
elaborate. MELVIN recently complained that someone broke "into 
his room on Linden Avenue, next to Hooks Brothers Photo Studio, 
and had stolen somedLothes and papers. 

CORNELIA CRENSHAW 

CORNELIA CRENSHAW, female Negro political dissident 
and political crony of Negro realtor O, W. PICKETT, female barber 
TARLESE MATHEWS, and white minister CARL 0. BAYSINGER, is seating 
a movement to picket Memphis Light , Gast , and Water division to 
protest loaf fer*s' collection of City Sanitation and Sewer FjSes on 
utility bills. , ' 

REt JAMES EDWARD MOCK and REV. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK 

MOCK has an office for his "Operation Don't Stop'* 
Movement in the Minimum, Salary .Building, AME Church, 276 Hernando. 
He is a braggart and publicity seeker. He recently commented, 
he plans to re-enroll at MSU in the fall*of 1969 and how he is 
, going to "show up the MSU Administration". Hetaa not become 
specific as to what he plans to do. 

«• 2 •* 
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On 8/14/69 orally advised SA WILLIAM H. 

LAWRENCE as follows: 1 1 b?D -4 

Re: MELVIN SMITH 

MELVIN SMITH is still bumming, living in a rooming 
house on Linden, working for Memphis War on Poverty Committee 
in its Father Bertrand High School project teaching teenagers 
regarding city functions. He is strictly "conning his way" 
and is hot sincere. He bums all over Beale - Hernando vice 
area. He keeps claiming he wants to settle down and work but 
is lacking in sufficient motivation to do so. 
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Re: MICHAEL JEROME STARKS 

STARKS, too, is bumming, will 
/Of least resistance, and is suspected by 

the earnings of prostitutes. md -4 

Re: HAROLD MIDDLEBR00K, the Invaders, 

and MAP-South 

Rev. HAROLD MIDDLEBROOK, male Negro, still is a 
U. S. Post Office employee. He is the brother-in-law of 
JAMES EDWARD MOCK, 1969 Spring, leader of Black Student 
Association at Memphis State University. He is the new 
president of the Memphis Area Project-South (MAP-South), an 
anti-poverty program in black poverty area from. Beale St. south 
to Crump Blvd. He replaced Rev. JAMES MORRIS LAWSON, JR. He 
said he plans to re-instate ROBERT "BOB'* NEWELL, white male, a 
MAP-South employee who was discharged by MAP- South Director 
AUTRY PARKER. 

MIDDLEBROOK said NEWELL is an excellent employee 
but several blacks complained he was too dogmatic, paternalistic 
and inslstant on strictly adhering to guidelines, of War on 
Poverty Committee, the parent group of MAP-South. 

MIDDLEBROOK is an egotist, claimed he has been 
an adult adviser for the Invaders and its prime minister, 

LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON. He claimed he has been 
telling WATSON to "cool it," to divest his ranks of the criminal 
element lest he obviate all chances of ever getting* any solid 
governmental or church group backing. 

MIDDLEBROOK indicated he is disenchanted with his 
brother-in-law JAMES EDWARD MOCK. He said MOCK is losing his 
influence on the Memphis State University students, that they 
no longer flock to MOCK's apartment on Walker as they did, 
that MOCK has dissipated all the funds provided him by the 
Methodist Church, COME (Community on Move for Equality), and 
by Local 1733, American Federation of State, County, and 
Municipal Employees, ostensibly used to survey black teenagers 
to get school dropouts back in school. 

Re: HELEN BRIDGES 

, HELEN BRIDGES, one of the original Invaders, girl 
friend of former active Invader CHARLES S. BALLARD (she 1 had a 
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baby by BALLARD) , is now a trainee as life insurance agent 
for Supreme Life Insurance Co. 

Re: Black A rcade 

To date, there is no evidence that the Black 
Arcade is engaged in any illegal or political revolutionary 
activities. 

One enigma exists in that the first female Negro to 
ever graduate from the University of Tennessee Medical School 
as a physician, namely EARLINE HOUSTON, is with Black Arcade at 
300 E. McLemore. She has completed her internship and is ready 
to practice medicine but refuses to do so. She -is seemingly 
immature, comes from an excellent family, was ^precocious,, one 
of the youngest ever to graduate from LeMoyne-Owen College-, and 
seems to have a psychological ’’hang up** on the new ',*Afro look” 
and black psychedelic image propounded by the Black Arcade. 

All of the above information is being furnished to 
the Intelligence Bureau, MFD. 
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In Reply, Fleas e Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
August 26, 1969 



RE : INVADERS 

Racial Matters 


Following is a summary of recent activities of the 
Invaders, Memphis, Tennessee black power group, whose head- 
quarters until early June, 1969, were located at 271 Vance 
Avenue. This is information developed subsequent to that 
set forth in communication captioned as above at Memphis dated 
June 6, 1969. 

(A characterization of the Invaders is set forth 
in the Appendix Section of this communication) . 

During the past 3 months, the Invaders have, for 
all practical purposes, ceased to exist. Their office at 
271 Vance Avenue, a store front, was padlocked around June 1, 
1969, due to non-payment of rent. The Invaders, as of June 
13, 1969, owed the South' Central Bell Telephone and Telegraph ^ 
Company $332.25 in unpaid telephone bills. Their telephone 
number 527-5130, was disconnected June 19, 1969, due to non- 
payment of the billi By then the office had been padlocked. 

The bulk of these phone toll charges were personal calls made 
by various Invaders and visitors to the Invaders office. 

(Source one, 8/25/69) 

The black adult groups such as Reverend Ezekiel 
Bell, President, Memphis NAACP, and Reverend H. Ralph Jackson, 
Director of the AME Church, Minimum Salary Division, both heads 
of the Community on the Move for Equality (CORE), a Negro 
ministerial group, which had paid, the Invaders' rent since 
January 1, 1969, ceased giving the Invaders money. The 
Invaders' bank account at the Tri-State Bank is depleted. 
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l advised that 
1969. The 


On August 25, 1969, Sources 
no Invader meetings have been held since May, 

Invader bank account at the Tri»State Bank, Memphis, contains 
less than $100. Checks have been countersigned by Lance 
Watson and Donald Pigford. The Invader Secretary, Cacheatuh 
Undre Smith, has lost the bank book. Both sources added that 
Cacheatuh Undre Smith gave birth to a in June, 1969, fathered 
by Watson and born out of wedlock. 

The last known officers of the Invaders as of May 13, 
1969, immediately prior to their formal demise were as follows: 


Prime Minister 

Chairman 
Petty Treasurer 
Business Manager 
Secretary 

Assistant Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 
Minister of Defense 


Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" 

VTa +• onn 

Louis "The Lock" Welch 
James Pegues 
Donald Pigford 
Cacheatuh Undre Smith 
Brenda Majors 
Gwendolyn White 
Melvin Smith 


Former officers, Maurice Lewies and Roy lee Turks, 
were inducted into the U, S. Army in late April and early May, 
1969. The Board of Directors has ceased to exist. Recent board 
member Coby Vernon Smith, 2240 Brown Avenue, Memphis, graduated 
from Southwestern College and hAs gone to New York City to work 
at the Westbury City College, Westbury, New York. 


Charles Laver ne Cabbage, on. May 21, 1969, was sentenced 
to a 4|-year Federal prison sentence for violation of the 
Selective Service Laws (failure to report for armed, forces 
induction). This sentence was given in U; S. District Court, 
Memphis, by U. S. District Court Judge Bailey Brown. On the 
same 1 day^ he commenced serving a combined 1— year Tennessee 
State sentence for Carrying a Pistol and Third Degree Burglary. 

He is currently confined to the Shelby County Penal Farm. 

( 

John Burrell Smith is currently out on bond, 
appealing his State conviction in which he was charged with 
Inciting a Riot at Carver High School in May, 1967. He is 
living at 1916 Rile and has engaged in no recent Invaders 
activities. 

COS teifi&NTIAL 
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Donald Clarence Pigford is still a student at Memphis 
State University* 

(Sources on®, two and three, 8/25/69) 

Louis Welch has gone to Atlanta, Georgia, and allegedly 
is living in car® of a relative, believed to be’ an uncle, Thomas 
Alexander, 5231 Cross, Atlanta, Georgia* 

(Source two, 8/25/69) 

Marrell McCollough, former Invaders Board of Directors 
member, was actually a patrolman with the Memphis Police Depart- 
ment working under cover from February, 1968, until March 31, . 
1969* He is now assigned to the Intelligence Unit of the Memphis 
Police Department* As recently as July 31, 1969, McCollough 
advised that for all practical purposes the Invaders have ceased 
to exist, they have no meeting place, former members have 
dispersed, they have printed no literature in several months, have 
no known connections with any outside groups, and have no known 
arsenal of weapons* He said the Invaders have never been an 
effective group. He stated that at the outset they intimidated 
the black community by braggadocio and ext ortive -type tactics 
but now the black community realizes the Invaders were basically 
phony, criminally intent and petty in their actions, and most 
Negro adults will now "stand up" to any Invader. McCollough*s 
views were corroborated by Sources one and two on August 25, 

1969* 


Melvin Smith, until recently the Minister of Defense 
of the Invader®, claimed he is through with the. Invaders and 
that he does not like Lance Watson. He has been working with 
Paulist Priests at St. Patrick *s Church and with Father Bertrand 
High School priests in teaching teen-age children civic affairs 
under a grant made by the Memphis War on Poverty Committee (WOPC) 
financed by the Office of Economic Opportunity (0E0) . Melvin 
still, however, says that he is an individual black militant 

and black revolutionary. 

) 

(Sources one and two, 8/25/69) 

Gwendolyn Whit® has left the Invaders and is now working 
as a waitress for the Harlem House food chain in Memphis * : 

(Source two, 8/25^69) 

CONFLDEKflAL 
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RE: JOHN CHARLES SMITH 

John Charles Smith , a recent assistant Minister of 
Defense, Invaders, was arrested in Chicago, Illinois, by the 
Memphis Bonding Company and returned to Memphis, Tennessee, 
where he is confined to the Shelby County Jail awaiting trial 
for his June 4, 1969, shooting of Freddie Pruitt and Rosetta 
Webb. His trial date has not been set. 


(Source : 


be -5 
b7C -5 
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Lance Watson * since June 17, 1969, has been in 
Forrest City, Arkansas, assisting a Negro Minister, Reverend 
Cato Brooks, and his '"'Committee for Peaceful Coexistence” in 
a drive to desegregate store employment in Forrest City and 
to gain a series of demands relating to better schools, 
criminal justice and related demands. This group is now 
promoting a mule train march from West Memphis, Arkansas, to 
Little Rock, Arkansas, to commence August 20, 1969, culminating 
in their arrival at the Arkansas State Capitol, August 24, 1969. 
Watson has had several young so-called Invaders, Eddie Morris, 
Jr., also known as Eddie Tate; Wilbert James, Jr., Joe Y. 
Calhoun, and Sherman Yates, with him. Watson’s trials in Shelby 
County Criminal Court on charges of Carrying a Pistol and , 
Extortion at the "Jump and Grab" Grocery, both in the fall of 
1968, have been postponed until September, 1969. Watson seems 
to have lost his influence in Memphis, Tennessee. 

(Sources one, two, and three, 8/25/69) 


RE: FORREST CITY. ARKANSAS 


On August 25, 1969, sources one, two, and three 
advised that as recently as August 18, .1969, Watson had been, 
unable to marshal any perceptible forces for his Forrest City 
operation and that this was indicative of the lack of Invader 
support and influence in Memphis. They added that Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) had considered supporting 
the Forrest City operation but decided not to do so, adding that 
even some of Watson’s earlier Invader supporters such as Raymond 
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Lucious Lee, Shirley Knox, Sherman Yates, Juanita Miller, 
and Michael Jerome Starks had made trips to, Forrest City 
only to return to Memphis, having no further interest in 
supporting Watson, 

Compounding the problems of Watson and the < Invaders, 
according to these same 3 sources, was the fact that on 
August 14, 1969, 3 of Watson’s young Invader supporters, with 
him in Forrest City, were arrested, and charged with the 
stabbing and robbing of a 63-year-old Forrest City grocer 
William Eppes, taking $55 in the robbery. The 3 arrested 
Invaders are Eddie Morris, Jr., also known as Eddie Tate* 
his girl friend, Peggy Ann Smith, who claims she is his wife; 
and a new Invader, Johnny Harper, all of Memphis. All are 
being held in St. Francis County Jail, Forrest City, Arkansas, 
in lieu of $25,000 bond each. 

Further, according to all 3 sources, Watson broke 
his relationship with the Forrest City "Committee «r Peaceful 
Coexistence" leaders, Rev, Cato Brooks, and Rev. J. F, Cooley, 
after they agreed with Arkansas Governor Winthrop Rockefeller 
to hold in abeyance a scheduled August 20, 1969, West Memphis, 
Arkansas ; to Little Rock, Arkansas, march to dramatize Negro 
demands in Forrest City. 

On August 19, 1969, Source two advised that Watson 
came to Memphis alone, called a Press Conference in which he 
denounced Rev. Cato Brooks, claiming he had "sold out” to 
Governor Rockefeller, and stated that he, Watson, would march 
alone, if necessary, from West Memphis to, Little Rock, beginning 
at 8:00 a.m,, August 20,19 69. He claimed the Invaders were 
merely "underground” and claimed that after the march he would 
return to Memphis and start a "Breakfast for Children" program 
similar to the ones utilizedby the Black Panther Party. He 
left Memphis alone at 12:30 p.m., August 19, 1969* according to 
source two, to return to Forrest City. 

A fourth source, on August 19, 1969, advised that at 
Watson’s press conference, Watson, in discussing the cancellation 
by Rev. Cato Brooks, Forrest. Ci]ty, Arkansas, of his scheduled 
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August 20, 1969, civil rights march from West Memphis, Arkansas, 
to Little Rock, Arkansas, stated that Brooks had promised Arkansas 
Governor Winthrop Rockefeller to postpone his scheduled “mule 
train” march. He stated that Watson then prepared. to have his 
own' march to leave West Memphis at 8:00 a.m., August 20, 1969. 

He promised to have one mule train plus 200 volunteer marchers 
who would walk to Little Rock via Forrest City and Hazen, 

Arkansas ♦ Watson said h© had hoard that the John Birch Society 
had stated the march would not reach Forrest City or Hazen but 
the group was determined to survive. When asked by a reporter 
if this meant his group would be armed, he obliquely replied, 

M We will survive and defend ourselves if necessary". Watson 
elaborated that his group °f Invaders "is now underground 
hut will resurface upon termination of his scheduced march, 
return to Memphis to become active in politics and economics, 
and set up an "Operation Breakfast Program". 


On August 19, 1969, the second sourco advised that 
there has been no indication whatsoever that any of the Invaders 
have recently been armed. 

On August 25, 1969, Source two and Patrolman Marrell 
McCol lough, Intelligence (Bureau, Memphis Police Department, who 
was an Invader "undercover" from the spring of 1968 uitil March 
21, 1969, stated that Watson was bluffing when he said Invaders 
have gone underground. Both sources said that actually the 
Invaders now exist in name only , a creature of the news media 
which keeps their name alive by unctuously and patronizingly 
giving publicity to every utterance and action, no matter how 
fatuous or trivial, of Watson. ' 


On the a.m., August 20, 1969, Source two advised that 
Waston, accompanied by 2 Memphis Invaders, Kenny , Baker and Yerby 
Joseph Calhoun, male Negro, date of birth February 7, 1950, at 
Memphis, legal residence 3402 Berea, Memphis; plus 2 Forrest 
City Negro teenagers, left West Memphis, Arkansas, on foot 
en route Little Rock, Arkansas. Source two added that this 
was strictly a publicity stunt and that Watsons girl friend 
Cacheaiuh Undre Smith, accompanied by Charles Tisdale, husband 
of Watson's attorney Laverne Tisdale, came to see them off. 

The marchers were accompanied by a Ford Station Wagon driven by a 
■Forrest City white woman, Peggy Vlttitow, also known as Mrs. Joe 
Vittitow, who has been supporting Watson since June 17, 1969, and 
by a Memjhis Invader Wilbert James, Jr., also known as Top Cat, 
a young excitement seeker, currently on bond for 2 Memphis charges 
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of attempted burglary and of allowing a police dog to bite a 
4-year-old Negro boy, Source two added that the marchers 
were Joined by Invader Joe Le® Burns, Jr,, also known as King 
Jewell, at Lehi, Arkansas, at noon, August 20, 1969. 

The Memphis Commercial Appeal, Memphis, Tennessee_ 
daily newspaper, issues or August“121 t "^2'2 , 23, 24 j and 25, 1969, 
gave coverage to Batson’s March”, reporting that it progressed 
without incident to Little Rock, Arkansas, culminating August 
24, 1969, at the State Capitol. This newspaper gave considerable 
publicity to the fact that the small town of Hazen, Arkansas, 
••over-reacted” by arming its citizens in anticipation of the 
march passing through Hazen. 

On August 25, 1969, Source two advised that 2 
dissident Democratic Party Negro politicians in Memphis, 

Cornelia Crenshaw and Negro Realtor 0, W, Pickett, capitalized 
on the ”march” publicity by Joining the march on Saturday, 

August 23, 1969. The Commercial Appeal issue of August 25, 

1969, quoted Crenshaw "As saying slie w camo here because I wanted 
to put this man (Vatson) in th® same position as Martin Luther 
King”. It added that Pickett ”praised Watson for his leadership". 

On August 25, 1969, Source two advised that the 
Commercial Appeal "played into Watson’s hands” by unctuously 
buildi'ng”Ki5rconsplet© ly out of proportion when, in its Sunday, 
August 24, 1969, edition, it adulated WatBon. Therein, in a 
story by its Little Rock Bureau Correspondent John Bennett, it 
claimed that Governor Winthrop Rockefeller had, in effect, 
bought off Cato Brooks but that he "did not deter Lance Sweet 
Willie Wine" Watson, who marched across the, Delta land crying 
a deal had been made with the Governor md those 2 ministers 
from Forrest City, the Rev, Cato Brooks and the Rev, J«.,F* Cooley.' 
The story stated ..."Mr. Watson, so-called ’Prime Minister* of 
the Invaders, a militant group from Memphis, organized march 
supporters and virtually led the Rev. Mr. Brooks by the hand. 

He had crossed the Mississippi River into foreign land for a 
chance at new militant recognition and suddenly found y to his 
disappointment, that the Forrest City brother had, left him for 
the Governor. He said he had no other choice but to march. 

He said he would never deal with the Governor. He marched in 
the face of Hazen where everyone expected him to really get a 
rising. At the Mansion (Governor’s Mansion) Mr. Watson was 
excluded, the man who had done th® march organizing in Arkansas, 
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The story added: 


"The Rev. Mr. Brooks is feeling pretty good that he 
accomplished so much, he avoided incident , got promises from 
Arkansas , made a break through in civil rights, shook town 
apathy, and got himself known among Arkansas Negroes. For all 
his criticism, Mr. Watson can fake a lot of credit. Despite 
his regalia, colorful garb and saucy, language, Mr. Watson 
proved the real- behind the scenes catalyst. While Forrest City 
ministers got the credit and Mr. Watson the scorn, everyone 
forgot the organization efforts, fruitless as they were, of 
Mr. Watson. Mr. Watson just went marching.” 

The Commercial Appeal story in the issue of August^ 

25, 1969, was captioned : T, watson is Hailed at March’s Finish”. 
This story read, ”Foot sore Negroes ended a 130 idle ’march 
against fear* Sunday with a challenge that there is nothing 
to fear but fear itself. The four day walk across East Arkansas 
ended at the State Capitol steps where 300 gathered to hear 
songs, prayers, and a call for black unity in Arkansas. A. 
lot has been accomplished,* Watson said. *If you need anything, 
call us*.** It added, ”Lance ’Sweet Willie Wine* Watson, so- 
called Prime Minister of the Invaders, was lauded as the hero 
for leading the march. He told Negroes, most of them from 
Little Rock, that his march helped change attitudes in Arkansas. 

As recently as August 25, 1969, Sources one, two and 
three, and five advised that only time will tell whether the 
publicity derived by Watson during his march will cause any 
resurrection of Invader activity in Memphis or whether Watson, 
now a news media created hero in Arkansas, will move on to 
other endeavors in Arkansas or elsewhere 

On August 25, 1969, Bennie W. Lang, male Negro, and 
Wilbert James, Jr., also known as T, C., PTop Cat”, both advised 
a representative of the FBI that they participated in portions 
of the 8/20/69 to August 24, 1969, Invaders March, West Memphis, 
Arkansas, to Little Rock, Arkansas, and to their knowledge, 
Invader activity in Arkansas was terminated unless local Arkansas 
Negroes requested their return to that state. They pointed out 
that the Invaders are currently inactive, have no meeting place, 
no funds, and they have no more than 10 or 11 people who could be 
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considered Invaders* They named Yerby Joseph Calhoun , Lance 
Watson, Cacheatuh Undre Smith, Peggy Ann Smith (girl friend of 
Eddie Morris, Jr*, also known as Eddie Tate), and Johnny 
Harper plus 2 from the Forrest City area whose names they could 
not recall* One was called "Candy". They said that there were 
no untoward incidents during the march. 

Lang described himself as an artist, a graduate of 
Manassas High School, Memphis, a former attendee at Memphis Art 
Academy, born June 2, 1935, LeFlore County, Mississippi. He 
has a black art shop at 704 North Second Street, Memphis, and 
resides at 1205 Azalia, Apt. 8, telephone 942-9969. He is 6 
tall, weighs 175 pounds, and once served time in the Shelby 
County Penal Farm, Memphis, for shoot ing his wife. He has be 

Memphis Police Department No. | | b7c 

James advised that he uses the aliases of T. C. and 
«»Top Cat”. He stated he was born January 6, 1949, at Memphis, 
Tennessee, and lives at 256 Pauline Circle, West, Apt. "H”, 
with his father, Wilbert James. He is 5*7" tall, and weighs 
140 pounds. 

Both James and Lang claimed that the Augdst 14, 1969, 
stabbing and, robbing of a Forrest City grocer by Eddie Morris, 

Jr., Peggy Ann Smith and Johnny Harper was not countenanced or 
condoned by the Invaders; they operated as individuals. 

i 1 

They both predicted that the Invaders would have 
difficulty in making any sort of a "come back" in Memphis due 
to a general lack of apathy in the Negro community . 

Lang said he considers himself to be a "coordinator” 
of InVaders. 

James said he considered himself to be a "Minister of 
Defense" of the Invaders. 

RE: POSSIBLE CONNECTION WITH BLACK PANTHER PARTY (BPP) 

» ' * i 

A Black Panther Party (BPP) rally was held in Oakland ■, 
California, Easter Sunday, April 6 > 1969, at which Bobby Seale, 

BPP Chairman, spoke, A Negro male, claiming to be Louis Welch 
of the Memphis Invaders and using the address of 271 Vanness 
(phpnetic) , Memphis, also spoke. He said the Invaders were 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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similar to the Black Panther Party (BPP), and said the white 
power structure would have to be torn down with the main targets 
to be trains , oil* foundries and shipping- areas. On May 2, 1969 , 
a photograph of Louis Welch was identified as being the person 
claiming to be from Memphis. The manner in which he was invited 
to Oakland was unknown. 


(Source six, 4/21 and 5/2/69) 

The following sources have advised- that Louis Welch 
was in Memphis as late as Friday, April 4, 1969, and- was back 
in Memphis by Monday or Tuesday,- April 7 or 8, 1969. The sources 
also advised that at no time has Welch or any, other Invaders 
member mentioned any connection with the BPP or any trips to 
Oakland, California. 

(Sources one, two, three, seven and Patrolman Marrell 

McCol lough. Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police 

Department, all contacted 7/31/69) 

On August 4, 1969, source one advised that Rufus 
Henderson, a friend of -Louis Welch, had, on August 1, 1969, 
commented that he had heard that Louis Welch had, since May , 

1969, been to Atlanta, Los Angeles and Chicago and that at one 
time Welch hoped to form an alliance or coalition of Invaders 
with Black Egyptians of East St. Louis, Illinois; the Blackstone 
Rangers of Chicago, Illinois; and the Black Panther Party, all 
militant black power groups. However, Welch was unsuccessful, 
none of the above organizations would have anything to do with 
the Invaders and, in fact, the presence of invaders in, Memphis 
was the primary reason the Black Panthers did not come into 
Memphis. The Black Panthers felt the Invaders were too open 
with their operation and that too many members were arrested on 
various criminal charges. Also, these groups soon learned that 
the Invaders had no money and were primarily interested in conning 
money from them. 

It will be recalled that on June 1, 1969, sources one 
and two advised that a group of 4 male Negroes claiming to be from the 
BPP, Chicago, were in Memphis and in contact with Melvin Smith, 
self-acclaimed Minister of Defense of the Invaders. 
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By communication dated August 21, 1969, the Chicago 
FBI Division advised that a check of all logical sources in' the 
BPP in Chicago plus a check with the Chicago Police Department, 
Intelligence Unit, failed to develop any information indicative 
that any BPP members have been to JlempHs or have been in contact 
with Memphians, including Invaders* 


On August 14, 1969, Sonrci 

Welch's sister, Emma Jean Welch J 

has said nothing recently regarding 


dvised tha t Louis ^ 
in Memphis^ 
s whereabouts. 


On August 13, 1969, Welch's grandmother, Queen Victoria 
Welch, 1306 South Parkway East, a widow, advised that Welch's 
mother, Mrs. Lee Ethel Welch, lives at 7925 Drexel, Chicago, 
Illinois; that his estranged wife ROSE and 2 children live at an 
unknown address in Memphis; that ho has an uncle, Thomas 
Alexander of 2351 Cross Road, Atlanta, Georgia, with whom 
Welch has lived in the past; and that he has a sister, Mrs. 
William Granbberry (Ethel Welch Granbberry); address unknown, 
also in Atlanta,' Georgia. , .< ' • "*'*, '• 

(A characterization of the Black Panther Party is 
set out in the characterization.) 
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According to its official newspaper, the Black 
Panther Party (SPP) was started during December, 1966, in 
Oakland, California, to organize black people so they can 
take control of the life, politics, and the destiny of the 
black community. It was organized by Bobby George Seale, 

BPP Chairman, and Huey P. Newton, BPP Minister of Defense. 

Newton is presently serving a sentence of 2 to 15 years on 
a conviction of manslaughter in connection with the killing 
of an Oakland police officer. 

The official newspaper, ”Tho Black Panther,” which 
further describes itself as. the ’’Black Community News Service, 
states that the BPP advocates the use of guns and guerrilla 
tactics in its revolutionary program to end oppression of the 
black people. Residents of the black community are urged to 
arm themselves against the police who are consistently referred 
to in the publication as ’’pigs” who should be killed. 

«TKe Black Panther” issue of September 7, 1968, contains 
an editorial by BPP Minister of Education, George Mason Murray, 
which ends with the following: 

’’Black men. Black people, colored persons of America, 
revolt everywhere! Arm yourselves. The only culture worth 
keeping is a revolutionary culture. Change. Freedom everywhere. 
Dynamite! Black Power. Use the gun. Kill the pigs everywhere. 

Included in the introduction to an article appearing 
in the October 5, 1968, edition of ”toe Black Panther” is the 
statement. ”...we will not dissent from American Government. 

We will overthrow it.” 

Issues of ”Tbe Black Panther” regularly contain 
quotations from the writings of Chairman MAO Tse-tung of the 
People’s Republic of China and feature MAO’s statement that 
’•political' power grows out of the barrel of a gun.” 

The national headquarters of the BPP is located at 3106 
Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley, California. Branches have been 
established at various locations throughout the United States. 
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On May 7, 1969, a first source advised that a 
militant black nationalist group of young Memphis, Tennessee, 
Negroes, now known as Invaders, was originally formed in 
the summer and fall of 1967 by three Memphis Negroes, Coby 
Vernon Smith, John Burrell Smith, and Charles Laverne 
Cabbage. During the fall of 1967 and spring of 1968, it 
assumed the name of Black Organizing Project (BOP) , with 
subsidiary cells known as Afro-American Brotherhood (AAB) 
at Owen College; Black Student Association (BSA) at Memphis 
State University; LeMoyne College Intercollegiate Chapter of 
the NAACP (LIC, NAACP) at LeMoyne College, Invaders, primarily 
consisting of high school students and school dropouts; and 
City Organizers, consisting of young nonstudent adults, all 
having a combined average membership of about one hundred. 

The ostensible purpose was to create pride in black identity, 
toteach black culture and black history, and obtain employ- 
ment for young blacks. 

On May 7, 1969, source one and source two advised 
that Black Organizing Project (BOP), beginning in the spring 
of 1968, degenerated into a group of approximately 30 to 35 
young Memphis blacks, who increasingly adopted a philosophy 
of hatred of the white race, hatred of the capitalistic system, 
and hatred of all constituted legal authority, particularly 
law enforcement agencies. Theirs is a philosophy of nihilism 
and anarchy. 

Both sources added that beginning in the summer of 1 
1968, the Invaders became a dominant group, LIC, NAACP disbanded. 
AAB disbanded. BSA at Memphis State University became an 
autonomous organization with no current formal relationship 
with the Invaders, and the City Organizers ceased to exist. 

Since June, 1968, approximately thirty Invaders 
have committed various local crimes, Including arson, robbery, 
larceny, forgery, prostitution, narcotics violations, and 
shooting of police officer, as well as Inciting to riot in 
public schools. Over 25 have been convicted for these 
offenses, most of them making bond and appealing convictions. 

For example, John Burrell Smith has been convicted of 
inciting a high school riot and possession of marijuana. 

Charles Laverne Cabbage has been convicted of carrying a 
pistol, third degree burglary, and refusal to report for 
Armed Forces indue tioh. 
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Both sources added that these arrests and the 
attendant publicity have weakened the influence of the 
Invaders and caused then to be less vocal' and less publicly 
contentious. Their menbership is estimated at forty with 
only about twenty hard-core members. The Invaders have no 
financial resources of consequence which further restricts 
their activities. Sources one and two added that the 
Invaders primarily engage in psychological warfare by attempting 
to convince the community that they are far more powerful and 
potentially violent than is actually the case. Sources one 
and two advised that on occasion the Invaders refer to their 
group as the BOP but actually the only active cell is the 
Invaders . 
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This- document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is 
loaned to. your agency; it and its contents are not to be dis- 
tributed outside your agency. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (157-8460) 

StAC, MEMPHIS (157-1067) (P) 


SUBJECT: INVADERS 

RM 

* 

(00: Memphis) 

I 

Re Bureau airtel 8/20/69. 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are 11 copies, and- for 
Little Rock 9 copies, of a LHM dated and captioned *s above. 


2 - Bureau (Encs. 11) (RM) ' 

8a— Little Rock (Encs. 9) (RM) 
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^ 1 - 157-1067 /Invaders! 

1 - 157-1258 \ I 

1 - 157-2091 (Committee for Peaceful Coexistence 

. Forrest City, Ark. ) b 

1 - 170-1164 b 
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)4aM O- ■ 
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Extra copies are being furnished: Little Rock for 
dissemination to the U* S. Attorney, U. S, Secret Service, 
and military intelligence in the Little Rock area. 

Copies of the LHM are being furnished U. S. Attorney, 
U* S* Secret Service, both Memphis, and to regional,. off ices »of 
military intelligence covering Memphis. 

* i . 

A report is being prepared by Memphis concerning 
the Invaders, 


Sources utilized in the enclosed LHM are as follows:! 



Several recent, in depth interviews have been held be -4 
with former Invaders such as RUFUS HENDERSON , SHIRLEY YOUNG b?c -4 
MCFARLAND, AARON McFARLAND, MICHAEL JEROME STARKS, MARY HOLMA»b7D i 
MARSHALL, aka, Mrs. EDDIE MARSHALL, JUANITA MILLER, all, who 
claim to be no longer active. In addition, the Intelligence 
Bureau of the Memphis PD has interviewed several repent Invaders 
such as CARL ARMSTRONG, HELEN BRIDGES, COBY VERNON SMITH, FRANK 
MITCHELL,. MELVIN SMITH, as well, as CACHEATUH SMITH, eh® refused 
to furnish any information of value. 
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With regard to LOUIS WELCH, Memphis has set forth leads 
for Chicago and Atlanta to attempt to locate and interview WELCH 
in an effort to clatify his alleged connection with the* Black 
Panther Party. 

The following Invaders are on the Security Index and 
Agitator , Index: 

CHARLES LAVERNE CABBAGE 
COBY VERNON SMITH 
JOHN BURRELL SMITH 
MELVIN SMITH 
LANCE WATSON 

Former Invader JOHN HENRY FERGUSON 

i 1 ■ n 

The enclosed LHM is classified CONFIDENTIAL 1 . 1 due to 
the necessity of protecting sources of continuing value to the 
internal security of the U. S. 

I 1 

LEADS: 

THE MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

Will continue to follow and report pertinent activities 
of Invaders. 
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(Memphis file 157-1067) 


COMMITTEE FOR PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE, 
FORREST ,C ITY , ARKANSAS , 

RM 

(Memphis file 157-2091) 
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On 8/17/69, Sunday, 
SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as fol 



orally .advised 


RAYMOND L. LEE, a "sometimes Invader" during the 
Summer of 1969 and who was with LANCE WATSON and the Invaders 
in Forrest City, Arkansas, 6/17 and 6/20/69, and who goes ■ 
with "part-time Invader" SHIRLEY KNOX, commented about recent 
arrest of three so-called Invaders in Forrest City, Arkansas, 
all three being charged w ith Robbery and Stabbing of a 63- 
year-old Forrest City grocer. They were as follows: 

3 - Little Rock (RM) 

(2 - 157-Committee for Peaceful Coexistence) be -2, 

s~y\ (1 - 157-Invaders) b7c 2 

Memphis b7D J 

(1 - 157-1067, Invaders) 

n - 157-2091, Committee for Peaceful CoexistebcVH 1 ** 0 — 

W- 170-70 Su b, ME 338-R) „ m 

(1 - 157-1472, ~ 

(1 - 157-2110, 

(1 - 157-2092, 

(1 - 157-ieilJ I a 

(2 - 157-NEW, ~ | — — L 

(1 - 170-1257 /M 

(1 - 170-1240 Y) 

(1 - 157-1665] I 1 

(1 - 66-1687 Sub A. Dissemination) r 


. WHL:gml 

< 19 ) i 

Approved: _ 


M Per 


Special A^nt in Charge 




ME 157-1067 
ME 157-2091 

EDDIE MORRIS , JR., aka Eddie Tate, Jr.; 

PEGGY ANN SMITH, aka Peggy Ann Tate, Mrs. Eddie Tate; 

JOHNNY HARPE R or HOPPER, n ot previously known 

by name by | | t> 7 D -4 

LEE said they stabbed the storekeeper with a pocket knife 
and took $55.00 from him. 

LEE said he was not surprised they had done so as h« g _ 2 
'had been anticipating that some of the Invaders would commit „2 
some crimes as none of them were working. b?D -1 

(NOTE: On 8/19/69 1 8>ld that the 

person arrested with MORRIS was JOHNNY HARPER, male Negro, age 
about 17-18, lives in Orange Mound area of Memphis, goes to Melrose 
High School, Memphis, is 5 feet 7 inches tall, and heavy in build . 

He began hanging out, with the Invaders in May and June, 1969, after 
they began loafing in the Black Arcade, 241 Linden Avenue. He 
also loafed at the Black Arcade after it moved to 300 East McLemore. 
He is a friend of and follo wer of " sometimes Invader” SHERMAN YATES. 
JOHNNY HARPER, according to I J went to Forrest City with 

JOE CALHOUN YATES and he said he was undecided as to whether or 
not to return to Memphis. 

i 

Comments of BENNIE LANG, aka Langs b 7 D -4 

advised that Memphis artist BENNIE LANG , aka 1 

Langs, just told him that he had been in West Memphis and 
Forrest City, Arkansas, arranging to sell black-oriented souvenirs 
for the planned 8/20/69 West Memphis to Little Rock, Arkansas, 
march sponsored by the Committee for Peaceful Coexistence, 

Forrest City, Arkansas, headed by Rev. CATO BROOKS. 

LANG said a male Negro from East Arkansas, named 
(FNU) WHITFIELD, a Cornell University student and who was active 
in the Spring of 1969 black riots at Cornell University, has 
been doing some organizational work for the 8/20/69 scheduled 
march. He said that one BOBBY BROWN of the Urban League, Little 
Rock, Arkansas, has also been working on plans for the march, 
getting black support from all over the State of Arkansas. 


-2 


FBI-Withers-1631 



ME 157-1067 
ME 157-2091 


LANG or LANGS predicted Hazen, Arkansas, on U. S. 
Highway 70, about half way between West Memphis and Little Rock, 
would be the biggest obstacle of the march, as Hazen has a lot 
of hot-headed white ’’red necks" who might try to give the 
marchers trouble. 

This information was orally furnished to the 

Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police Department. 

» 

LEADS : 

LITTLE ROCK DIVISION 

AT FORREST CITY, ARKANSAS 

Will, if not already done so, furnish details and 
personal history data re arrestees EDDIE MORRIS, JR., aka 
Tate; PEGGY ANN TATE, nee Peggy Ann Smith; and JOHNNY HARPER, 
or HOPPER, regarding their recent arrest for stabbing and 
robbing a 63-year-old merchant. 

MEMPHIS DIVISION 

AT MEMPHIS, TENN. 


b6 -2 
b7C -2 
b7D -1 
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9/26/69 


SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 


INVADERS 


Oa 9/18/69 1 | ad vised SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE 

that LANCE “SWEET WILLIS WINE" WATSON, Prime Minister of the 
Invaders, which for all practical purposes is now defunct 
and exists in name only and primarily is a publicity vehicle 
for LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON, is still living with 
his mother, ROWENA BALLARD, 1709 South Parkway East, Memphis, 
Tennessee, WATSON has allegedly appointed MICHAEL JEROME 
STARES as his assistant, STARES is a moocher and a parasite 
who is a virtual "movement pimp," will not work, merely likes 
to roam around and live off the earnings of other people, 
STARKS was last known to be living with the "good-time girl,” 
JUANITA MILLER, in her apartment on Richmond street, address 
previously furnished by Informant, STARKS and WATSON now 
claim that they will soon start a program called "Operation 
Breakfast," which they are patterning after the breakfast 
program for needy children initiated by the Black Panthers 
on the West Coast. They hope to obtain publicity in this 
regard, and informant will be alert for any evidences that 
they are committing any extortion on merchants or others in 
the community in an effort to raise money for this .program, 

Informant stated that STARKS is not too smart, 
that in fairness STARKS is not one who is violence prone 
and he would rather avoid a fight and does not want to go 
to jail. . ' 


1-157-1067 
^170-70-Sub-J 
1-157-1258 - 
1-157-1020 - 
1-157-1675 - 
1-157-1508 - 
1-157-957 - 
1-157-1019 - 

1-170-114 - 

1-66-1687-Sub-A 
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WATSON claims in recent conversations with 
informant that about two weeks ago he had an audience 
with the soul singer, JAMBS BROWN, male Negro, when the 
latter, who is nationally known, appeared at the Mid-South 
Coliseum, 


He claims that JAMES BROWN furnished some of 
his original bond money, for which he is now out on the 
streets as a result of his -charges of carrying s pistol 
and committing extortion at the Jump and Grab Grocery 
Store, both in November and December, 1968. A girlfriend 
of JAMES BROWN has verified this, namely one VERNICE 
STARKS, who works for the Memphis Job Corps, informant 
pointed out that VERNICE STARKS is a rather attractive 
female Negro and is a good-time girl who usually dates 
JAMES BROWN when he comes to town. In fact, she has 
flown over the country with him as a girlfriend in the 
past, 

informant advised that Dr, CHARLES L, DINKINS, 
Director of Development of LeMoyne-Owen College, Memphis, , 
recently adyised him, that the Urban League in Gary, Indiana, 
bad written to DINKINS regarding a character reference on 
the part of DINKINS for JOHN BURRELL SMITH, one of the 
original invaders who allegedly is now looking for a job 
in Gary, Indiana, 

DINKINS told Informant that he replied that JOHN 
B. SMITH owed money to the school and for that reason he 
could not send any transcript to the urban league , 

* b7D 

DINKINS stated that CHARLES BALLARD, one Of the 
original invad ers , Is no w a student at LeMoyne-Owen College, 
and on 0/16/69 1 ~l saw BAILARD on the Le Moyne campus 

carrying school books, BALLARD claimed he was a student, 
and claimed that his close associate, CHARLES HARRINGTON, 
also a former Invader, is now working some place in Memphis 
-and hopes to enroll in Arkansas A&M College, Fort Smith, 
Arkansas, in the spring of 1970. Informant added that rumor 
is that JAMBS MORRIS LAWSON, JR. , Faster of Centenary 
Methodist Church, a controveisLal Negro civil rights leader 
in Memphis, may momentarily announce that he is returning 
to y a nderbilt University, either as a graduate student or 
as a faculty member* 
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The above intelligence information is being 
furnished the Memphis Police Department, intelligence 
Bureau. 


It is recommended that the Agent to whom this 
case is assigned write the Indianapolis Office and have 
the Gary Resident Agency verify that JOHN BURRELL SMITH 
Is in fact in Gary, Indiana. 
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10/7/69 


8A WILLIAM H. LAWRSMCX 


INVA1XR8 

RM 


On 9/25/69 mud X0/3/6s | advised that 

IANCS "8 VIST WILLIS WINS” WATSON, Prine Minister of the 
Invaders, i s actually a con nan; la not seriously interested 
in any particular novenents; and is definitely not coins to 
enme in any violence hiaself or to advocate any violence. 
He stated that WINS has a "racket" which he is attempting 
to exploit and has been ever since he returned iron Forrest 
City* Arkansas, on or shout 8/16/69. It is known as 
"Operation Breakfast” which WINK is obviously patterning 
after the Black Heather Operation Breakfast progran in 
Oakland, California, whereby the Black panthers virtually 
extorted food and nosey iron nerc bants in black areas in 
order that they night furnish free breakfasts to ghetto 
children in an effort to win support to their cause and to 
cover up none of their Illegal activities. 

Inforaaat furnished on 10/2/69 copies of a 
throwaway which WIKI has had printed at the Johnson 
Printing Conpany advertising his operation breakfast. 

One copy of this throwaway is attached to each copy of 
this neno. Informnt also furnished none printed cards 
reading "Help Operation Breakfast,” one copy each is 
attached to this neno. WINS also had these cards printed 
at Johnson Printing Conpany. Informant stated that WINE 
has gone to the lUyloe »pe* Conpany and gotten 2 large 
cartons of 4oart'*else icecrean containers, is taping the 
signs "Help Operation Breakfast” thereto, and is placing 
then in various Negro churches, beer .Joints, cafes, and 
business establishnents throughout Menphis, hoping to 
collect Money for his progran. WINS has stated that if 
he gets enough noney he will actually start an "operation 
Breakfast” progran in the Foote Hones area of Menphis 
which borders on Vance and lauderdale, operated by the 
Menphis Homing Authority. Informat does not feel that 
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the program mill be successful and he feels It is merely 
publicity stunt on the part of VINE to gain good will 
and also to help buffer the financial status of VINE. 

He feels that VINE mill spend this money primarily for 
his own personal use. 
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us Feed the Black 
Kids in School 


We Need Your Help and 

t 

Donations 

I , * 

\ __ 

Send Your Donation To: 

OPERATION BREAKFAST 

; i 

1709 So- Parkway East 
__ PHONE 272-3172 

Sponsored by 

Sweet Willie Wine 

And the Blaek United Front 
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FBI AUTOMATIC D E C LAS S I F I CAT I ON 
“tfj.’fl: 03-09-201 z 


‘UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Memorandum 


SAC 


DATE: 10/15/69 


b7D -4 


SA WILLIAM H, LAWRENCE 


b7D 

m : 


On the night of Monday. 9/29/69 „ the writer heard 


b6 -4 
b7C -4 
b7D -4 








Two (UN3UB3) were uith[ 


y/l» (UKSU3) HITj 5 'll”; 180 lbs . ,25 yrs. , medium 
complexion, Afro-hair, wearing a black beret 
■sjith “Captain Bars” on the front,, black slacks, 
and a black jacket with "Captain Bars" on the 
right lapel. 

#2* (UKSUB) Mil, S 1 !”, 175 lbs., 27 yrs., medium 
complexion, Afro-hair, side barns. 


1553 Cadillac, Lie. 


Hrnve g round the L.G.&W .building in a 


State representative 
the L.G. & 1*7 ♦ building. 

m [ 

interviewed 


if as an on- looker at 


and 


interviewed 


.b6 -3,4 
b7C -3,4 


(Mil 


Fli, and an unidentified F II interviewed 


5s00 Htf, There were approximately forty (40) person: 
demonstra ting. The foll owing person s had Joined. 
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isso 2 l. g* & i:. I 15, 1969. 

A b6 -4,5 

5s *5 r:i Ptl. gJ Lnd PT L.:. I ~U rc 

unsuccessful in getting F b o leave tin building. 

AmH ‘ [ repeatedl y refused to l eave the building ins?. 

notified CAP?. I fehat the a rrest wou ld hav e 


I* ^iwwv>tvuA j *»vA IU JUVUVtf LXiU UUiJ.UirjQ 

- — . Jnotified CAPT. I Hfchat the a rrest wou ld hav e 

to fro £?aao* At 6:05 PM CAP? , I Car land pfcin.P^ 

I cana inside and CAP?. I l ashed lio leave 

the building several tines. She refused again.. CAPS. I 
placed her under arrest at 6:13 bi and asked her to get uo and 


walk to the Squ ad car. I 
this tine CAPT. 


Refused to do this.* At 
" ] placed on a stretcher 


_ , O3Tw02T0df ** w*« v 

and she was carried to' the I^itrol iragon on Third St.* and trans- 
ported Headquarters, arriving at approximately 6:25 Hi. be -3,4,5 

blC -3,4,5 

2B5P. I 

port the ccmpla inant, | 
to Headquarters to sign a warrant. I 

Station , LTJ 1 

name of] 


1 instruc ted PTLM. 


, Jto trar.s- 

1 Memphis L. G. ce V. employee. 


__ , ]was taken to the 

. I whore a warran t was issued in the 
[and was signed by I 


- , I I W, I 1 

was then returned to his office and advised to report to Division 
12 of City Court at 9:00 AM on Wednesday, Oct. 15", 1969. 

Approximately twenty-fi ve (25) demonstrators, including 

l. . land fFirj) ] Inarched to 

the east sice of the Police Station protesting 
arrest. 


.b6 -4 
■b7C -4 



CC: 

1 — Director 
1— Chief 
1— Zi.G. & H. 
File 


HAS :i3i/f o 
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t* 30, 1969. 


b7D -4 


CCt 


1— Director 
l-*Chief 
Pile 


f ■ 


JCD/fO 


* 1 


1 * <* 
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DECLASSIFICATION A 
FBI AUTOMATIC BE CL, 
DATE O3-09-2012 




ftITY DERIVED FROM: 
FI CAT I OH GUIDE 



On 12/13/69 Dot* | | Intelligence 

Buroau, advised that an unknown Negro f who haa s ince 


boon Adont ltgiod bv the MP D 
resides at I bn 


m [ 


nd la connected 'with the 


t 


Ha drives a 1.967 blue over 


b6 -4,5 
b7C -4,5 
b7D -6 


]thaf[ 


| was ono of tho ring leaders 

urging young students to cornu it various acts o £ vandalism 
on that particular day, 

furnished a photograph of 


10/10/69, 


] taken 


bo ■ 
b7C 
b7D 


4 , 5 
”4,5 

-f, 


Yriiyo r 


The 1969 City Di rectory ghowa 
~l occupa tion 

rasldaneo l _ I 


b6 -3,4 
b7C -3,4 
b7D -6 


on is/is/ooP 
’Memphis, Te tia. . advise ? 
Kcgro, born I Ir 


TEaf 


employed as a 


mSTo 

has bep n 
Of 


thoj" 

« « n r 


residence 
ht thel 

isinco 6/68, that ho is still employed 
tall, 10G lbs,, and is temporarily on sick leave 


b6 ■ 
b7C 
■b7D 


6V3i 

Mo hat? a long record of injuries and la now in the p rocess 
of clai ming a permanent disability claim against tho | ~| 

I I and th at his filo is currently tied up in compensation 


4 , 6 
-4,6 


] stated that as soon as tho file 


proceedings. 

is available ho will obtain it for review concerning personal 
history data and other background which night be of pert 1 nonce 
in further identifying 








RECOMMENDATION ; 

It is recommended this case bo made pen4±““ te -4 

and assigned to an Agent to maintain contact xii th l ^ c - 

in order to rovloY/ his file if and when it is available . 
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DECLASSIFICATION JWjmiTY DERIVED FROM 
FBI AUT OHATIC DEC LASS IFICATIOH " QUID E 
DATE OS'-GS'-ZOIZ 


REPRODUCTION OF MATERIAL FORM 
CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT 


DATE 


hi 


‘ The following material has been repro 
duccd for excising and review at FBIHQ. and/or 
delivery to the House Select Committee on 

Assassinations: . . , 

(See Bufile 62-117290; reHSCA request dated__ 

* * ( * * 

pile kq « n 6 ' Oti .. 

’ I I . - - • 

SECTION - 

• SERIALS through] 

■ m 

(except following serials 
not in file on this date:) 


EBP or BULNY : 


Humber of copies mad e /• B y A 

- * * 

„ RETAIN THIS FORM AS TOP SERIAL 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO : SAC (157-1067) DATE: 1/27/70 

FROM : SA WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE 

SUBJECT:, INVADERS 
RM 


On 1/15/70 


and WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE as follows: 


jadvised SA's HOWELL S. LOWE 


b7D 


Former Invader secretary CACHEATUH UNDRE SMITH, 
who, in the summer of 1969, gave birth to a daughter fathered 
by Invader Prime Minister LANCE "SWEET WILLIE WINE" WATSON, 
has become completely disenchanted with the Invaders and 
with WINE. WATSON has refused to take care of his child, 
the burden resting on CACHEATUH and her mother with whom she 
lives in South Memphis near Carver High School. She has been 
associating socially with a no-good Beale St. character known 
as JACK BENNY, who plays records at the Blue Stallion, a Negro 
night club on Beale St., but has become apparently disenchanted 
with BENNY. 


CACHEATUH claims that she now wants to make an honest 
living and would like to return to her old employment with the 
South Central Bell Telephone Co. in Memphis but feels that she 
has such a bad record with said company that they would be 
reluctant to rehire her; that she has been talking with 
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representatives of the Memphis PD Community Relations Service, 
specifically with Det. BEN WHITNEY and that WHITNEY has 
promised to intercede on her behalf with the phone company 
in an effort to regain her job. 

With regard to WATSON, according to the informant, 
he is still living with his lieutenant MICHAEL JEROME STARKS 
at the Trumpet Motel on South Third St. The Invaders, for 
all practical purposes is a dead organization and is existing 
in name only and it is what WINE says it is at any given time. 
WINE stated he was trying to get someone to fund him or 
subsidize him to go to New York City on or about 1/15/70 to 
participate in a mass meeting and march there commemorating 
the birthday of MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. , wherein certain 
Negroes, possibly including Black Panthers, would appear at 
the United Nations to charge that the U. S. Government is 
engaged in a series of genocidal actions in its treatment of 
certain blacks in the United States, particularly members of 
the Black Panther Party. 

MICHAEL JEROME STARKS now has a full beard and on 
1/13/70 was with TONI VANDERBILT, female Negro, his fiancee 
from Jackson, Tenn., who in the spring of 1969 attended 
Sienna College and who, according to informant, is always 
extremely well dressed, always appears to have plenty of 
money and is one who is extremely intelligent and extremely 
conversant with virtually every militant black nationalist 
group in the United States. Informant stated that he felt 
that TONI VANDERBILT'S activities would bear watching. 

Informant added that a public relations man of 
SCLC, an Atlanta white male, by the name of OFFBERG (phonetic) 
recently commented that SCLC is extremely hard up financially 
and has lost any cause or issue which would gain national 
recognition and the subsequent contribution of funds by 
various groups, foundations, and individuals and that for 
this reason the SCLC is beginning to back and support the 
Black Panther Party which currently is receiving more 
publicity throughout the news and television media than 
any other organization. 
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With regard to JAMES LUTHER BEVEL, recent director 
of Non-Violent Education, SCLC, last known to be a student 
at Vanderbilt University, Divinity School, Nashville, Tenn., 
BEVEL has been recently a close associate of the Mobilizers, 
Inc., Memphis, Tenn., headed by CORDELL JACKSON and HERMAN 
L. O’NEIL and that Rev. BEN L. HOOKS, who for several years 
has been on the national board of SCLC recently commented 
that BEVEL has weird sexual "hangups" and commented that 
following the assassination of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
former president of SCLC who was killed in Memphis, Tenn., 
4/4/68, that BEVEL had gone to Los Angeles, Calif., made a 
speech in a large church there in which he shocked many of 
those present by using extreme vulgarities and obscenities in 
his speech. 


With regard to the newly formed Ad-Hoc Committee to 
investigate police brutality in Memphis formed by the Memphis 
chapter of the NAACP and consisting of 2 Negro Memphis city 
councilmen, namely FRED DAVIS and Rev. JAMES L. NETTERS, Along 
with former Criminal Court Judge BEN L. HOOKS, Negro, and 
former NAACP president JESSE L. TURNER, Negro, as well as 
city councilman and state legislator J. O. PATTERSON, JR., 
Negro. Informant stated that this group will definitely push 
its investigation regarding alleged brutality on the part of 
the Memphis PD but informant feels that due to the influence 
of HOOKS and TURNER and JRED DAVIS that it will attempt to be 
as fair as possible for any all-Negro group and that it will 
continue its efforts despite the fact that Memphis Police 
Director FRANK C. HOLLOMAN has stated he has no intention 
of cooperating with any sort of citizens committee in this 
regard . 


LANCE WATSON appears to be getting all of his money 
by bumming. He is spending considerable time with LOUELLA 
JACKSON, female Negro, former student at LeMoyne-Owen College, 
daughter of prominent Negro bail bondsman HOWARD JACKSON, and 
informant pointed out that uniquely HOWARD JACKSON has been 
most lavish with his children, sent one of his daughters to 
Europe and in all probability will give IXHJELLA as much as 
$50 or $75 a week, much of which will go to LANCE WATSON. 

Informant added that recently a Negro told him that 
a white man who is foreman at the Columbia Mutual Tower Building, 
also known as Lincoln American Building, Court Ave. at Main 
St., and who is foreman of the char crew, made up of Negroes, 
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is carrying a pistol and flaunts it with the Negro help. This 
was mentioned to MAXINE SMITH, Executive Secretary, NAACP, 
who indicated that WILLIAM W. GOODMAN, prominent Memphis white 
attorney and former owner of the American Finishing Co., a 
multi-millionaire who owns much property in Memphis, and who 
is the father of WILLIAM WOLF GOODMAN, JR., (former purported 
SDS member and operator of the hippie clothing store Electric 
Outlet around 1810 Poplar Ave.) owns this building and that 
his daughter MARY HOHENBERG, aka Mrs. JULIAN HOHENBERG, would 
tell her father about this and he would look into it. (It is 
noted that MALCOLM LEVI, who apparently worked at the Electric 
Outlet operated by WILLIAM WOLF GOODMAN, JR. , has been arrested 
twd/ce during the week ending 1/17/70 by federal and city 
authorities on charges of possessing large amounts of marijuana.) 

Informant feels that the SCLC which is sponsoring a 
mass memorial for MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., in the north hall 
of the Auditorium the night of 1/15/70 used poor judgment in 
renting the north hall, which will seat approximately 6,000 
people because there will be very few people in attendance. 

He pointed out that very few ministers thus far have affiliated 
with the Memphis chapter of SCLC and that this will never become 
a mass organization until a large number of Negro ministers 
affiliate with it. It will primarily be a vehicle through 
which Local 1733, AFSCME, headed by JESSE EPPS, will exert 
pressure in an effort to organize industries and governmental 
agencies in Memphis for EPPS' union. 

Informant added that Rev. MALCOM D. BLACKBURN, white 
male, native of Canada, pastor, Clayborn Temple AME Church, 

280 Hernando, and who is prominent in the SCLC as well as the 
United Black Coalition and who is in the employ of Local 1733, 
is extremely close to Father WIL LIAM GREBNSPUN of St. Patric k's 
Church on Linden Ave.. Memphis. I | 

BLACKBURN has taken r° _ 

recent trips with GREBNSPUN, for example they claim to have 
recently traveled to the state of Connecticut to allegedly 
attend the wedding of GREENSPUN's aged father. 

Informant added that on or about 1/13/70 two members 
of the Mobilizers, Inc., Memphis, Tenn., WILLIAM DOUG RUBIN, 
who has recently been released from Collins Chapel Hospital 
after suffering from an automobile accident and who is still 
wearing a. neck collar known as a "whiplash collar" and TOM 
NELSON and another small unidentified Mobilizer were in the 


4 


FBI-Withers-1213 


Tri-State Bank, a Negro institution in Memphis, opening an 
account ostensibly for the Mobilizers, Inc. Informant was 
unable to ascertain the exact title of above mentioned bank 
account . 


Informant added that it appears that the AFSCME 
union, Local 1733, is moving its living headquarters for 
key members and visitors from the Holiday Inn, Memphis, to 
the Albert Pick Hotel, a newly constructed hotel just north 
of the Civic Center in downtown Memphis* 

Above information is being disseminated to the 
Intelligence Bureau of the Memphis, Tenn., PD. 
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SUBJECT: INVADERS 
RM 

b7D -4 

On 1/20/70 and 1/21/7 c T 1 advised that 

he has been unable to learn anything in addition concerning 
the Saturday, 1/17/70 trip of Mobilizers, Inc., to Atlanta, 
Georgia, as to specific identities- of the group. He did 
learn that WENDELL WITHERS, LeMoyne-Owen College student and 
son of prominent Negro photographer ERNEST C. WITHERS, had 
attended without the knowledge of his parents, but had 
since learned on 1/20/70 in talking with LANCE ’’SWEET WILLIE 
WINE” WATSON, Prime Minister of Invaders, and his Invader 
associates TYRONE McNAlRY and "COOT” McFADDEN, aka McFadda, 
that the Mobilizers group apparently traveled in two or more 


1-157-1067 



170-70-Sub - ME 338-R 
157-166 - SCLC 


1-157-2269 - Mobilizers, Inc. 

1-157-1168 - Racial Situation i n Tenn. 
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rented cars or station wagons, ostensibly rented at one 
of the rental agencies in Memphis. They went to Atlanta 
for a workshop to be held over the week end of 1/17-18/70, 
and according to WINE and TYRONE McNAlRY, they planned, 
thereafter to go on the road to such places as Nashville, 
Chicago, Baltimore, and Boston, hoping ultimately to 
organize young black militants throughout the eastern 
part of the United States to engage in some subsequent 
march on the United Nations to charge the United States 
Government with committing a concerted drive to commit 
genocide against the Negro race, specifically the Black 
Panther Party. This is an outgrowth of recent protests 
on the part of various prominent Negro leaders, including 
RALPH DAVID ABERNATHY, President of Southern Christian f" 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) , charging the Federal Government 
and specifically the U. S. Department of Justice of engaging 
"in genocidal activities in concert with various local Police 
Departments concerning recent raids by local police on 
Black Panther headquarters. The culmination of this protest 
grew out of the recent shooting by members of the Chicago 
Police Department of two Black Panthers in Chicago, Illinois, 
one of them being the renowned Black Panther leader in 
Chicago, FRED HAMPTON. 

Informant stated that the new Invader, COOT 
McFADDEN, is extremely well read, very verbose and articulate. 
He always has books with him and apparently is charging out 
books at Cossitt Library and was recently seen with a book 
the title of which is "100 Ways of Goodness" or "1000 Ways of 
Goodness." (Informant stated this might be a lead as to 
his true identity.) He recalled that McFADDEN had stated 
that he is from New York City and that his older brother 
had sent him to Memphis to work with LANCE WATSON, as the 
police were putting heat on people like himself in the New 
York City area. 

Informant stated that TYRONE McNAlRY and WINE seem 
to know a lot about the local Mobilizers, Inc. He added that 
another interesting sidelight is the fact that ROY LEE 
TURKS, now in Ui S. Army in Germany, and who recently sent 
out a form letter indicating that^e is forming a black 
power group within the Army, is now in Memphis, Tennessee, ' 
and that Rev. P. L. ROWE, Negro minister, whose church TURKS 
allegedly attended, called recently, saying that he understood 
TURKS was in town and was attempting to get in touch with * 
TURKS. 
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Informant added that LEROY CLARK, organizer, 

United Furniture Workers of America, currently President, 

Memphis Chapter, NAACP, is leaving Memphis momentarily to 
go to Washington^ D. C., to be oriented by the U.S. 

Department of State. Thereafter CLARK, along with other 
unidentified labor leaders from the United States will be be -3, -4 
sent on a State Department sponsored tour of Brazil in b 7 c -3, -4 

South America. CLARK indicated that he would be gone for b 7 c -4 

about one month. 



WINE now hopes to gain publicity concerning this 
arrest. Informant noted that in Memphis City Court on the 
morning of 1/17/70, WINE was bound over to the State of 
Tennessee on a State charge of disorderly conduct, his bond 
being set at $250. 
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b6 -3, 
b7C -3, 
b7D -4 


Informant also stated he had been able to obtain 
a photograph recently taken in early January, 1970, 
depicting MAXINE SMITH, Executive Secretary, NAACP, with 
the four Negro Marines currently being tried in court 
martial at the Naval Air Station, Millington, Tennessee, 
being tried on charges of inciting a riot at that base 
during the summer of 1969. Information concerning this 
trial has previously been set forth in Memphis file 
100-5303, Millington 61 Defense Committee file. 

t * 

Information set forth in this memo has been 
furnished to the Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police 
Department* 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
***©!?' 10 AUTWftlVtC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 

Gsa Gen. keg. no. 27 03 - 04-2012 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum, 


TO : SAC DATE: 3/5/70 




On 3/2/70 Det. 



Intelligence Unit, 


Memphi s, Tenn. , made available a copy of a report received 
by Det.f [rom Memphis PD undercover officer 501 for 

activities of captioned individual on 2/18-19/70. A copy 
of this report is being attached to each copy of this memo. 



Attachment. 1 
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^—DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVEE^feOH: 

<* , >^P'fBI AUTOHAT I C DECLASSIFICATION ou^l^pr .* 

> '■ ■ 4 DATE 03-04-Z01Z . 1 


.t . . 

Memphis, 

H»y 27, 1970 


Bs: XH7ADBRS, also kneed -as 

Black Organizing nrojoct 
RACIAL MATTERS 


On May 7, 1969, a first source advlaed that a 
Militant black nationalist group of young Memphis, Tennessee, 
Megroes, now known as Invaders, was originally famed in 
tbe Sumner and fall of X967 by three Memphis Megroes, Coby 
Vernon Smith, John Burrell Bsith, and Charles la venae 
Cabbage, Boring tbe fall of 1967 and Spring of 1968, it 
assumed tbe name of Black Organizing jrojeet (BOP), with 
subsidiary cells knows as Afro-American Brotherhood (AAB) 
at Onn College; Black Student Association (B 3 A) at Memphis 
Stats University; IsHoyne Intercollegiate Chapter of tbe 
MAACP (LIC, RAACP) at leXoyne College; Invaders, primarily 
consisting of high school students and school dropouts; and 
City Organisers, consisting of young nonstudent adults, nil 
having a confined average membership of about one hundred, 
the ostensible purpose was to crests pride in black identity, 
to touch Black culture and black hietery, and obtain employ- 
aent for young blacks, 

i i 3 

On Bay 7, 1969, source one and source two advised 
that Black Organizing Project (BOP), beginning in tbe Spring 
of 1968, degenerated into a group of approximately 30 to 35 
young Memphis blacks, who increasingly adopted a philosophy 
of hatred of the white race, hatred of capitalistic system, 
and all constituted legal authority, particularly law enforce- 
ment agencies, Theirs is a philosophy of nihilism sad anarchy. 

Both sources added that beginaing in the Summer of 
1968, the Invaders became a dominant group, LIC.KAACP 
disbanded, AAB disbanded. BSA at Memphis 'State University 
became an autonomous organization with no current formal 
relationship with tho Invaders, and the City Organizers 
ceassd to exist. 
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Emmas 


Wwt June, 1968, approximately thirty Antdinr 
have cosnitted various local crises, Including ar* on, robbery 
larceny, forgery, prostitution, Mrcatica violations, and 
shooting of police officer, as well as inciting to riot in 
public schools* Over 25 have been convicted for these 
offenses, nost of then asking bond and appealing convictions i 
For exasple, John Burrell Snlth fats been convicted of 
inciting a high school riot and possession of sarljunna. 

Charles invents Cabbage has been convicted of carrying a 
pistol, third degree burglary, and refusal to report for 
Arsed Forces induction* 

* J 1 

Both sources added that these arrests and the 
attendant publicity have eeakened the influence ef the 
Invaders and caused then to be less vocal and less publicly 
contentious, fhs Invaders have no financial resources of 
Co ns e q uence which further restricts their activities. 

Sources one and two advised that on occasion the Invaders 
refer te their group a# the BOB but actually the only active 
cell is the Invaders, 

i 

(to May 27, 1970, sources one, two, . and three advised 
that the membership of the Invaders is estlaated at approximately 
fifteen* 




Source one is MB 338-R (Mesphls file 170-70). 

Source two is MAMIB14* McCOULOPQM, pntrolssn, 
Manphis, MB nssssse. Polls# Department, who, 
from February, 1908 until April, 1969 was an 
undercover operative of the Mesphls Polios 
Department in the invaders* the Memphis Police 
Department has requested that his identity be 
protected until such tine as his Identity is 
publicly aide kaoen* (Mesphls file 157-1613). 
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Memorandum 


TO : SAC (157-1849) date: 6/4/70 

FROM : SA HOWELL S. LOWE 

I 

subject: BLACK EGYPTIANS 
RM 


b7D -4 


On 5/15/70 


advised that some of the 


Memphis Invaders planned to travel by car to East St* Louis, 
Illinois, on the weekend of 5/15-17/70 to learn about bombs 
and to talk to a representative of the Black Panther Party. 


According to the informant, the following persons 
supposedly will make this trip: 

TYRANT MOORE 
WILLIE WARFORD 
ROBERT ROACH 
MELVIN SMITH. 


These people supposedly will travel in a 1967 
Datsun, light blue in color, four-door, Tenn. License 
KN-5955, which belongs to TYRANT MOORE. According to 
tte informant, MAURICE LEWIS was supposedly to go on 
this trip to East St. Louis also but is in Nashville, 
Tennessee, and plans to be in Nashville the weekend of 
5/15-17/70. JUANITA MILLER and GWENDOLYN WHITE have already 
departed Memphis for St. Louis, Mo., method of transportation 
unknown . 
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Above information has been orally disseminated 
to Lt. E. H* ARK IN, Intelligence Unit, Memphis, Tennessee 
Police Department* 
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SAC <157-1067) 6/9/70 

SA BORSLXi S. LOWK 


mVABERS 

RU 
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On 6/4/70 1 In ade available to the writer a 

copy of a new paper "we me iwople", published by the 
Meaphls Invaders, which according to the iaforaant was 
put together by IANCE WATSQH and W1LLXB BELL. A copy of 
this paper Is attached to each copy of this seaorandun* 
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informant advised that the Baltimore-based organ- 
ization known as "MAN" primarily sponsored by the Memphis 
Mobilizers has returned to Baltimore from New York City , 
and this organization hopes to move to Philadelphia and 
establish another MAN group in Philadelphia. 

Informant advised JIM GAYLORD is running for 
Position 6, Shelby County Demofcra tic Executive committee, 
and on Monday evening, 7/27/70, GAYLORD appeared before a 
union meeting of Local 1733, AFSCME , and asked for their 
endorsement and support in his effort to win this position 
on fthe Shelby County Democratic Executive Committee. He 
started to this assembled group that if he were elected to 
this position, he would immediately resign the position and 
turn it over to a Negro inasmuch as he felt Negroes should 
have more positions in count^government and he is in complete 
sympathy with the discrimination problem the Negro has in 
modern-day society. 

Informant advised that the Negro female known as 
"GIGI," who has taken part in Invader organization activi- 
ties in recent weeks has the real name of GEORGIA or 
GEORGIANNA HEGGIE . She is a native of Union’City, Tenn., 
is 26 to 28 years of age, finished high school in Union City, 
has two children in Union City and is presently on welfare. 
According to informant, GEORGIA HEGGIE lives at 541 Vance 
Ave., Memphis, and is employed as a cook at a restaurant on 
Jefferson Ave. directly across the street from the side exit 
of Lowenstein’s Department Store. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

I 1 b6 -4 

| I b7C -4 


Informant advised that MARY L* CAMPBELL, Negro 
female, is also running as a candidate for the Democratic 
Executive Committed, position 2. informant furnished a 
photograph of MARY L. CAMPBELL. Informant advised that 
WILLIAM DELANEY and WILLIE BELL plan to leave Memphis in 
the Volkswagen bus belonging to DELANEY on Friday, 7/31/70, 
and travel to Little Rock, Ark., where they intend to make 
an effort to rent the war Memorial Stadium at Little Rock 
to hold a rock festival sponsored by the invader organiza- 
tion sometime in August 1967. in addition, LANCE WATSON 
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intends to travel to west Memphis, Ark., on Friday, 7/31/70, 
to deliver a speech backing the candidacy of WILLIAM E, GREER, 
a Negro militant, in his efforts to secure a political posi- 
tion in Arkansas. This information was telephonically fur- 
nished to the Little Rock Office on 7/29/70. 

t 

informant advised that ESTER HURT has a teaching 
position at Douglass High, School and works at a desk job. 
during the summer at Mahalia Jackson's Chicken Outlet head- 
quarters on parkway. Informant stated in his opinion ESTER 
HURT is no longer considered to be a black militant . 

Informant advised tha^ ALAN FUSON, MICHAEL WELCH, 
MAURICE IEWIS and JANICE PAYNE have been holding meetings at 
Clayborn Temple urging Negroes to support the Memphis Committee 
Against Repression, which is the action arm of /the Memphis YWLL 
group headed by MICHAEL WELCH. 

Informant advised there has been no activity on* the 
part of the SCLC and NAACP in recent weeks at Memphis con- 
cerning the racial situation. 


b7D -4 


Informant advised 1 in his. opinion the Negro community 
is calm with little likelihood of any violence erupting at 
Memphis in the immediate future. H® stated BUDDY EPSTEIN 
has returned* to California to practice law, and the = CBS 
Television Network is producing a documentary film at Memphis 
■concerning police brutality. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO : SAC (157-1067) 


DATE: 8/10/70 


FROM ; SA HOWELL S. LOWE 


SUBJECT: INVADERS 

RM 


On 8/5/70| advised that the invaders 

organization is now defunct and that, according to WILLIE 
WINE, the Invaders organization has split into two individual 
distinct groups, one led by WINE known as the "We the People" 
and one led by MELVIN SMITH using the name "Peoples 
Revolutionary Party." Informant stated that there is some 
cooperation between the two groups and that several of the 
people who attend "We the People" meetings also attend 
meetings’ of the Peoples Revolutionary Party, but the 
leadership of the two groups does not. agree, and the Peoples 
Revolutionary Party closely follows the Black Panther Party 
outline. 


Informant advised that ESTHER HURT is presently 
working in the business office at Mahalia Jackson's. 

Informant furnished a one-page throw-away 
concerning, the 7/25/70 march sponsored by "We the People." 
Copies of this throw-away are attached to copies of this 
memo designated for the files concerning LANCE WATSON and 
"We the People." 

1-157-1067 

^P-170-70-Sub - ME 338-R 
1-157-1258 - | 

1-157-2614 - We the People 
1-157-1230 - I I 

1-157-2662 - Peoples Revolutionary Party ,° r , 

1-157-1205 - Black Panther Party 
1-157 -t1900 - 
1-100-5211 - 
1-157-1351 - 
1-157-4708 - 
1-100-4398 - 
1-157-2223 - 
1-157-1587 - 
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Informant advised that BURTON LEE EPSTEIN has 
returned to California to practice law. 

Informant advised that in connection with a 
Genocide meeting held at Clayborn Temple on 8/2/70 MAURICE 
LEWIS' was attempting to raise money to pay for the 
transportation of two Black Panthers who were to speak at 
this genocide conference. 

Informant advised that two Black Panthers, 
names unknown, did speak at this conference, on 8/2/70. 
According to the informant, these two Black Panthers were 
from Winston Salem, North Carolina. 

Informant advised that KATHY R00P and MIKE WELCH 
were introduced to PEGGY VITTITOW by the informant. These 
three people had never met before but in the conversation 
stated that they had been in frequent contact telephonically . 

Informant advised that ANITA CUSTARD’S husband 
plans to teach in the Memphis school system in the coming 
school year. His name is JOE HOLLY. 
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date: 10/1/71 

b7D ~4 
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The following investigation' was conducted by 
SA LESTER M. LEDBETTER at Fayetteville, Arkansas: b7D _ 2 4 


, advised 7/28/71. that he had no 

information relative to I 


On 9/3/71, [ 


Fayetteville. Arkansas, advised t 


County Asses sor* s Office . 
hat she posts l I 


be -2 

b7C -2 
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noir 


and she has no informabe -4 
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On 9/3/71, [ 


Washington Countv. Arkansas, (searc hed records of 
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